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INNOVATIONS IN AGROECOLOGY

The ground-breaking Caquetá Pact is a public-private alliance for zero deforestation and cattle ranching 
reconciliation in the Amazon region of Colombia. It brings together farmers, led by the Caqueta´s Regional  
Committee of Cattle Ranchers, with government ministries, food processors, NGOs, and research & 
development agencies, in the (now common) purpose of controlling deforestation, protect water and save 
the threatened biodiversity of the territory. 

deScrIptIon of the 
InnovatIon

Caquetá Pact, has consolidated 
a value chain model from 
producer to consumer, where all 
adopt a common framework to 
develop and implement livestock 
conversion actions. It provides a 
protocol a protocol for declaring 
as “Natural Reserve of Civil 
Society” (a recognition of the 
Colombian state as a special area 
of   environmental protection), and 
adopting silvopastoral systems to 
improve efficiency and mitigate 

deSIgn and SharIng   
of the InnovatIon

It has been developed by local 
stakeholders, recognizing the 
main threats to continue the 
livestock activity without control. 
A significant number of national 
and international agencies 
have been involved through a 
systematic approach that covers 
most elements of sustainability 
(bio diversity, natural resource 
use, market business oriented, 
and social impact). All major local 
institutional bodies are presented 
in this Pact.

BenefIt for famIly farmerS 
and food and nutrItIon 
SecurIty

The early evaluation of on-farm 
implementations incidence, 
evidences important increase in 
the indicators battery of productive 
efficiency, derived mainly from 
the immediate improvement 
of the management conditions 
and pastures nutritional quality, 
mainly increasing the production 
of milk per cow and hectare, the 
reproductive behavior of the cows 
(percentage of birth) and the 
compositional quality of the milk.

leSSonS learned and 
recommendatIonS

This agreement can be a pilot 
program for demonstrating 
that natural resource use 
and livestock production can 
find a balance, by adopting 
sustainable practices, 
involving all stakeholders 
and applying a value chain 
approach.
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CO2 emissions. 100% of pilot farms 
have released land areas back to 
the forest due to a better use of 
natural resources. The Protected 
Designation of Origin and the 
collective mark “Caquetá Cheese” 
was consolidated, with which the 
processing industries adopt the 
agreement and follow protocols 
and rules, with the support of 
agencies such as GIZ, USAID, The 
Nature Conservancy, UN, EU, etc.

PArTNErSHIP AgrEEmENT FOr 
SUSTAINAblE CATTlE 
rANCHINg DEvElOPmENT

colomBIan amaZonIan regIon

SocIal, economIc and 
envIronmental ImpactS

Promote the design and 
implementation of strategies 
for mitigation and adaptation 
to climate change, stimulate 
productivity, generate financial/
economic incentives and specific 
lines of credits, design payment 
strategies for environmental 
services, foster associativity and 
promote access to markets/trade, 
promote integrated territorial 
development processes, where agro-
climatic zoning is the axis to better 
plan production, and generate solid 
business plans around bio-trade 
products.




