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Policies, programmes and activities related 
to biodiversity for food and agriculture 

 

Reports from international instruments and 
organizations 

 
 

1. Contact information 
 

Name and position of respondent 
 

Name of organization 
 

E-mail of organization 
 

Geographical coverage of your organization 
 

 

2. Components of biodiversity for food and agriculture covered by your organization 

Note: For a complete definition refer to Annex 1 of: http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/ 
 

Sectoral genetic resources for food and agriculture 
 

Animal genetic resources 
 

Aquatic genetic resources 
 

Forest genetic resources 
 

Plant genetic resources 
 

Associated biodiversity of relevance to food and agriculture 

 

Micro-organisms (including bacteria, viruses, protists and fungi) 
 

Invertebrates (including insects, spiders, worms) 
 

Vertebrates (including amphibians, reptiles and non-domesticated birds and mammals) 
 

Wild and cultivated terrestrial and aquatic plants other than crop wild relatives 

Braulio Dias, Executive Secretary 

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 

secretariat@cbd.int 

Global 

http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/
mailto:secretariat@cbd.int
mailto:secretariat@cbd.int
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Please provide details on the components of biodiversity for food and agriculture involved (species, breeds, varieties): 

 
The objectives of the Convention are the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair 

and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources, including by appropriate access to  

genetic resources and by appropriate transfer of relevant technologies. Article 2 of the Convention defines biological diversity as 

the variability among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and 

the ecological complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems. 

Article 2 also specifies that biological resources includes genetic resources, organisms or parts thereof, populations, or any 

other biotic component of ecosystems with actual or potential use or value for humanity. Accordingly, the Convention on 

Biological Diversity is applicable to all of the components of biodiversity for food and agriculture. Article 6 of the Convention on 

General Measures for Conservation and Sustainable Use states that National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans 

(NBSAPs) are the principal instruments for implementing the Convention at the national level. The Convention requires 

countries to prepare a national biodiversity strategy or equivalent instrument, and to ensure that this strategy is mainstreamed 

into the planning and activities of all those sectors whose activities can have an impact, whether positive or negative, on 

biodiversity. NBSAPs provide important information on national targets and commitments and on the activities planned to 

achieve them. 

 
The Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity adopted a Strategic Plan for Biodiversity for the period 2011-2020. The 

basis of this Plan is that biodiversity loss can only be effectively addressed with simultaneous and coordinated action at a 

number of levels, each of which is essential to achieve a lasting impact and to set us on a sustainable path to keep human 

societies within the limits of the planet’s biological resources. The Strategic Plan includes an ambitious yet achievable set of 20 

targets, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, most with an end-point of 2020, ultimately aimed at achieving a 2050 vision of a world 

where biodiversity is valued, conserved, restored and wisely used, maintaining ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy planet 

and delivering benefits essential for all people. 

 
 

 
 

1. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of projects or programmes that contribute to the 

assessment of the status of biodiversity for food and agriculture? 
 

Yes 
 

No 

If yes, please provide details on the countries and species involved and indicate whether the population trends of these species 

are monitored: 
 

 

 

The programme of work on agricultural biodiversity, originally adopted in 1996 by the Conference of Parties to the Convention 

on Biological Diversity at its third meeting in Buenos Aires, is based on four mutually reinforcing elements: assessments (to 

provide an overview of the status and trends of the world's agricultural biodiversity, their underlying causes, and knowledge of 

management practices), adaptive management (to identify practices, technologies and policies that promote the positive effects 

and mitigate the negative impacts of agriculture on biodiversity, and enhance productivity and the capacity to sustain  

livelihoods, by expanding knowledge, understanding and awareness of the multiple goods and services provided by the  

different levels and functions of agricultural biodiversity), capacity building (to strengthen the capacities of farmers, indigenous 

and local communities, and their organizations and other stakeholders, to manage agricultural biodiversity sustainably so as to 

increase their benefits, and to promote awareness and responsible action) and mainstreaming (to support the development of 

national plans and strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity and to promote their 

mainstreaming and integration in sectoral and cross-sectoral plans and programmes). The linkages between and among these 

elements are a reflection of the ecosystem approach, the primary framework for action under the Convention. The programme 

of work on agricultural biodiversity also addresses some cross-cutting initiatives, which includes the International Initiative for 

the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Soil Biodiversity; the International Initiative on Biodiversity for Food and Nutrition; and 

the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators. 

 
Responding to the requests of Governments and multilateral environmental agreements, including the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) developed a work 

 

 
PRIORITY AREA 1: ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING 
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2. Is your organization involved in surveying and monitoring population sizes of and/or threats to associated 

biodiversity species that are known to contribute to regulating or supporting ecosystem services in and around 

agricultural and food production systems? 

 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details on the countries and species and ecosystem services involved: 

 

 

 

3. Is your organization involved in surveying and monitoring population sizes of and/or threats to wild food species? 
 

 
Yes 

 

No 
 

If yes, please provide details on the countries and species involved: 
 

 

Under the Article 7 Convention on Biological Diversity, Parties are obligated to monitor, through sampling and other 
techniques, the components of biological diversity, paying particular attention to those requiring urgent conservation 
measures and those which offer the greatest potential for sustainable use. Further under Article 26 Parties are required to 
report on the measures, and their effectiveness, which they have taken for the implementation of the provisions of the 
Convention. A main focus of the reports prepared by the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity are the actions 
taken to implement national biodiversity strategies and action plans (called for in Article 6 of the Convention) and the 
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. 
 

The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity does not directly survey or monitor populations or the threats to 

specific species. However it collaborates with partners that do, including members of the Biodiversity Indicators Partnership. 

 

Under the Article 7 Convention on Biological Diversity, Parties are obligated to monitor, through sampling and other techniques, 

the components of biological diversity, paying particular attention to those requiring urgent conservation measures and those 

which offer the greatest potential for sustainable use. Further under the Article 26 Parties are required to report on the 

measures, and their effectiveness, which they have taken for the implementation of the provisions of the Convention. A main 

focus of the reports prepared by the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity are the actions taken to implement 

national biodiversity strategies and action plans (called for in Article 6 of the Convention) and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 

2011-2020. 

 
The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity does not directly survey or monitor populations or the threats to 

specific species. However it collaborates with partners that do, including members of the Biodiversity Indicators Partnership. 

Further, the Secretariat promotes research on specific issues and threats and encourages technical partners to respond to 

policy-relevant issues. The Secretariat also plays a role in translating the results of such surveys and assessments into national 

level actions through the Convention process. 

programme for 2013–2018 that includes a thematic assessment on pollinators, pollination and food production. A summary for 

policymakers of the thematic assessment on pollinators, pollination and food production was one of the outcomes of the fourth 

session of the Platform's Plenary (IPBES-4), held on February 2016. The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice considered the assessment with regard to the implications of the findings for the work of the Convention. 

In addition, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity regularly undertakes assessment to determine the progress 

in implementing the Convention and achieving agreed targets. These assessments generally pertain to different issues 

associated with the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. Some are directly related to issues associated with food 

and agriculture while others are on other topics relevant to the Convention. The assessments carried out are generally based on 

information provided by countries through official submissions, such as national reports, as well as on information provided by 

partner organizations and scientific literature. The Secretariat does not itself maintain any specific datasets related to  

biodiversity for food and agriculture, but maintains a repository of NBSAPs and National Reports. Many of these documents, 

which are prepared by Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, contain information related to food and agriculture. In 

addition to assessments, the Secretariat regularly delivers capacity building activities related to biodiversity. Some of these are 

relevant to the issue of food and agriculture. 
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4. Has your organization identified major obstacles to assessing and monitoring components of biodiversity for food 

and agriculture that are part of its mandate? 

 
Yes 

 

No 
 
If yes, please list these obstacles, being as specific as possible regarding the species involved: 

 

 
 

5. What are the priority measures that need to be taken to address these obstacles? 
 

 
 

6. Please  describe  any  additional  activities  relevant  to  the  implementation  of  Priority  area  1:  Assessment  and 

monitoring 

 

 

All Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity are required to prepare national reports, on a periodic basis, on the 

measures taken to implement the Convention and the effectiveness of these measures. The next national reports are anticipated 

to be due on 31 December 2018. These reports are structured around the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. Aichi Biodiversity       

Target 7 refers specifically to agriculture and aquaculture and Target 13 refers to genetic diversity. A number of              

additional targets are also relevant to issues associated with food and agriculture. These include Aichi Biodiversity Targets 8 (on 

reducing pollution, including from excess nutrients), 9 (on preventing and controlling invasive alien species), 12 (on reducing the 

risk of extinction), 14 (on restoring and safeguarding ecosystem services), 18 (on respecting traditional knowledge) and 19     

(on improving, sharing and applying knowledge on biodiversity).  National reports form one of the key inputs to the preparation  

of the Global Biodiversity Outlook, a periodic summary assessment of the status and trends and threats to biodiversity and the 

implementation of the Convention. 

 

Promotion of research; documentation of data, information and knowledge; promoting access to relevant data and information. 

This includes working closely with pastoralists, smallholder farmers and indigenous peoples and local communities to have their 

support on mapping/monitoring the distribution and the current status of wild crops and livestock relatives. 

 

The Secretariat has identified obstacles to monitoring biodiversity generally. Key obstacles related to assessing and monitoring 

components of biodiversity for food and agriculture include: limited knowledge of the distribution and conservation status of crop 

wild relatives and livestock wild relatives; the distribution and conservation status of wild food resources; understanding 

informal-sector-driven processes such as bushmeat consumption. Obstacles to the assessment and monitoring of the 

components of biodiversity for food and medicine are also contained in a number of documents prepared for the meetings to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity. 

 
In recommendation XVII/1, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice as part of its consideration of 

the scientific and technical needs related to the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 identified a 

range of needs associated with monitoring, data, evaluation and assessment. Further information on these needs can be 

accessed from https://www.cbd.int/recommendation/sbstta/default.shtml?id=13226 

Further, the Secretariat promotes research on specific issues and threats and encourages technical partners to respond to 
policy-relevant issues. The Secretariat also plays a role in translating the results of such surveys and assessments into national 

level actions through the Convention process. 

http://www.cbd.int/recommendation/sbstta/default.shtml?id=13226
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Conservation 
 

1. Does your organization take or support actions to protect components of biodiversity for food and agriculture that 

are at risk from climate change, invasive alien species and natural or human-induced disasters? 

 

 
Yes 

 

No 
 
 

If yes, please provide details on the countries and species involved, the actions taken, the impacts and the lessons learned: 
 

 
 

2. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of conservation measures for associated 

biodiversity and/or wild food species? 

 

In situ 

 

Yes 
 

No 
 

Ex situ 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details on the countries, measures and species involved: 

 

One of the main objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity is the conservation of biodiversity. Further the Convention 
also has programmes of work on climate change and invasive alien species. As such the Secretariat of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity regularly organizes capacity building workshops for countries and scientific meetings on these issues. The 
Secretariat also participates in relevant international processes relates to these issues. 
 

 

Under Article 9 of the Convention, Parties are required to adopt measures for ex-situ conservation of components of biological 

diversity, preferably in the country of origin of such components and to adopt measures for the recovery and rehabilitation of 

threatened species and for their reintroduction into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions for the purpose of 

complementing in-situ measures. 

The Aichi Target 13 specifically calls to develop and implement strategies for minimizing genetic erosion and safeguard the 

genetic diversity of cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals, and of wild relatives. 

 
In addition, there are a number of work programmes supporting his objective. Particularly relevant are the programme of work 

on protected areas and the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity. The Convention has also developed a Global 

Strategy for Plan Conservation. The programme of work on protected areas is one of the most successful areas of work under 

the Convention and it underpins actions required to achieve Aichi Biodiversity Target 11 (on protected areas). One of the 

elements of Aichi Biodiversity Target 11 is “areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem service protected”. 

Areas rich in ‘crop wild relatives’ fall within this element of Target 11. GBO-4 notes that whilst progress towards Aichi 

Biodiversity Target 11 is on track in terms of gross global area protected there are important gaps in coverage. Progress is 

insufficient towards protecting key areas important for biodiversity and having well connected conserved areas integrated into 

the wider landscape and seascape. Crop wild relatives are an important identified gap. 

 
The progamme of work on protected areas promotes the use of tried and tested approaches for establishing, managing and 

expanding protected areas systems and networks. The programme covers all categories of protected areas and a broad set of 

 

 
PRIORITY AREA 2: CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE 
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3. If your organization maintains ex situ collections of biodiversity for food and agriculture components could you 

please provide further information on these collections? 

 
 

 

 
4. Has your organization identified major obstacles to enhancing the conservation of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture, and in particular of associated biodiversity and wild foods? 

 

Yes 
 

No 
 

If yes, please provide details: 
 

 
 

5. What are the priority measures that need to be taken to address these obstacles? 
 
 

 
 

Sustainable use 

 

Mainstreaming biodiversity into the management of food systems and the promotion of methods of sustainable agriculture that 

employ management practices, technologies and policies that promote the positive and mitigate the negative impacts of 

agriculture on biodiversity, with particular focus on the needs of farmers and indigenous and local communities; integrate 

agricultural production into wider landscape; capacity building and increase awareness of the extension service providers, 

farmers, civil society and the private sector regarding the importance of the biodiversity conservation and sustainable use for 

food security and agriculture; adoption of agronomic practices to promote ecological intensification while supporting biological 

functions in production systems; effective implementation of strategies for conservation and sustainable use of genetic 

resources, supported by public policies and regulations to reduce losses and waste, to increase the efficiency of use of water, 

fertilizer and pesticides, and to avoid their inappropriate use; promotion of positive incentive measures to enhance ecosystem 

services and encourage biodiversity integration to the process and the elimination of harmful subsidies to biodiversity. 

Obstacles linked to priorities of the three cross-cutting initiatives on pollinators, soil biodiversity and biodiversity for food and 

nutrition; inadequate attention given to biodiversity in agricultural intensification, the sustainability in agricultural systems and 

also in recognizing the impacts of negative externalities of agriculture on biodiversity; limited information in terms of increase in 

productivity and profitability related to the benefits of ecological intensification; lack of appropriate laws and regulations that 

integrate biodiversity considerations; lack of effective collaboration between forest and agriculture sectors. 

Not applicable for the Secretariat of the CBD. However, CBD Parties have obligations to promote ex situ conservation and the 

Secretariat stores information submitted by Parties through NBSAPs, National Reports and other official submissions. 

protected areas governance types, including indigenous and community conserved areas. Indigenous and community 

conserved areas are particularly relevant for plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, including crop wild relatives. 

Decision X/31, of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD, provides guidance on strengthened implementation of the 

programme of work on protected areas at national, regional and global levels. Decision XII/24 paragraph 1(f) invites Parties to 

give due attention to the conservation of wild relatives of cultivated crops and wild edible plants in protected areas and in 

community conserved areas, in accordance with the Convention on Biological Diversity and national legislation, thereby 

contributing to achieving Aichi Biodiversity Target 13 and food security. 

 
The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity regularly organizes capacity building workshops and activities to assist 

Parties in planning and developing protected area networks and to reach their obligations under the Convention related to the 

programme of work on protected areas and on Aichi Biodiversity Targets 11 and 12 as well as the implementation of the Global 

Strategy for Plant Conservation and its relevant targets on in situ and ex situ conservation. Further the Secretariat regularly 

promotes research and activities by partner organizations related to the in situ and ex situ conservation of biodiversity. The 

Secretariat also promotes in situ conservation beyond protected areas which includes on-farm conservation of crop and 

livestock genetic diversity by maintaining crops varieties and livestock breeds with their distinctive properties in farming 

landscapes. Local and traditional knowledge and practices are thereby considered to be key aspects for on-farm and in situ 

conservation. 

 
Furthermore, the importance of centres of origin and centres of genetic diversity to humankind is recognized in the Cartagena 

Protocol on Biosafety. Guidance on risk assessment of living modified organisms (LMOs) developed under the Protocol 

contains specific considerations for assessing the risks of introducing LMOs in centres of origin and centres of genetic diversity. 
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6. Does your organization promote management practices that support the maintenance and use of biodiversity for 
food and agriculture? 
Note: For examples of such practices, please refer to Annexes 5 and 6 of http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/ 

 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details on the countries and practices involved: 

 

 
 

7. Does your organization promote the application of ecosystem, landscape and/or seascape approaches? 

 
Yes 

 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details on the countries and approaches involved: 

 

 
 

8. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of projects or programmes on the use of 

biodiversity for food and agriculture to cope with climate change, invasive alien species, or natural or human-made 

disasters? 

 
 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details: 

 

 

 

The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity work in this area is related to the development of guidance for national 

 

The ecosystem approach is the primary framework for action under the Convention. The Conference of the Parties (COP), at its 

Fifth Meeting, endorsed the description of the ecosystem approach and operational guidance and recommended the application 

of the principles and other guidance on the Ecosystem Approach (decision V/6). The Secretariat promotes the application of the 

ecosystem approach in all its work. COP Decisions X/33 - Biodiversity and climate change - includes decisions on Ecosystem- 

based approaches for adaptation and mitigation. For seascapes, the COP in Decisions XI/18 and XII/23 addressed marine 

spatial planning and this topic will be further discussed at the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity in December 2016. In addition, the Secretariat has promoted: the “ CBD Expert Workshop to 

Provide Consolidated Practical Guidance and a Toolkit for Marine Spatial Planning” ; the Sustainable Ocean Initiative (SOI), 

which is a capacity building partnership coordinated by the SCBD to address marine spatial planning (MSP) and integrated 

marine and coastal area management; and published the “ CBD Technical Series 76: Integrated Coastal Management for the 

Achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets” and “CBD Technical Series 68: Marine Spatial Planning in the Context of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity”. 

 

Under the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Protocols, a range of guidance on the conservation and sustainable use of 

biodiversity has been developed. This includes formal guidance, such as that resulting from decisions of the Conference of the 

Parties, as well as guidance in the form of technical publications. This guidance is applicable globally however its 

implementation varies nationally. Further the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological diversity routinely organizes capacity 

building workshops and other meetings on issues relevant to this topic. 

 
“CBD Technical Series No. 79 How Sectors Can Contribute to Sustainable Use and Conservation of Biodiversity” supports the 

further implementation of the Strategic Plan and explored what sectors can do to address the underlying drivers and pressures 

of biodiversity loss and contribute to its sustainable use. The report also presents actions and strategies for countries, the 

private sector, civil society and international organisations to support sectors to mainstream the sustainable use and 

conservation of biodiversity in their daily operations. 

http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/
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9. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of projects or programmes on the maintenance and 

use of traditional knowledge of associated biodiversity and wild foods? 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details: 

 

 
 

10. Has your organization identified any major obstacles to improving the sustainable use of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture, and in particular of associated biodiversity and wild foods? 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please list and describe them: 

 

 
 

11. What are the priority measures that need to be taken to address these obstacles? 
 

 

Recognize the importance of native food (species, breeds, and varieties) and promote the consumption of those wild relatives 
to not only preserve biodiversity but also to improve nutrition; incentivize sustainable production systems; alignment of 
regulations and incentives of different economic sectors with the environmental objectives. 

 

Multiple voluntary schemes for labeling and certification; cost of schemes for labeling and certification; lack of outcome 

indicators regarding the sustainability of production systems; limited incentives to promote the sustainability (including with 

regard to biodiversity) of food production systems. 

 

The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity’s work on traditional knowledge focuses on the development of 

guidance and standards for national level adaption and implementation. The COP, in decision V/16, established a programme 

of work on Traditional Knowledge, Innovations and Practices, which focusses on the respect, protection, preservation and 

promotion of traditional knowledge. To date the programme of work for Article 8(j) and related provisions has produced the 

following useful outputs such as Plan of Action on Customary Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity (decision XII/12 B Annex), 

The Tkarihwaié:ri Code of Ethical Conduct to Ensure Respect for the Cultural and Intellectual Heritage of Indigenous and Local 

Communities (decision X/42), Akwé: Kon Voluntary Guidelines for the Conduct of Cultural, Environmental and Social Impact 

Assessment regarding Developments Proposed to Take Place on, or which are Likely to Impact on, Sacred Sites and on Lands 

and Waters Traditionally Occupied or Used by Indigenous and Local Communities (decision VII/16). The guidelines provide 

advice on how to incorporate cultural, environmental (including biodiversity-related), and social considerations of indigenous 

and local communities into new or existing impact-assessment procedures, to ensure appropriate development. They support 

the full and effective participation of indigenous and local communities in screening, scoping and development planning 

exercises, taking into account their traditional knowledge, innovations and practices. 

level application. The Secretariat regularly works with partner organizations developing such guidance as well as promotes 

research in these areas generally. The Secretary is also conducting projects in developing countries to integrate biodiversity 

considerations into agriculture such as “ Community Development and Knowledge Management for the Satoyama Initiative” 

executed by UNDP SGP and “ Resilience through investing in ecosystems – knowledge, innovation and transformation of risk 

management (RELIEF Kit) executed by IUCN. The following references are also relevant to the use of biodiversity food and 

agriculture: CBD Technical Series 41 - Connecting Biodiversity and Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation (https:// 

www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-41-en.pdf); Relationships between the Aichi Targets and Land-based Climate Mitigation 

(https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-20/information/sbstta-20-inf-29-en.pdf); Synthesis Report on Experiences with 

Ecosystem-based Approaches for Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction (https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-20/ 

information/sbstta-20-inf-02-en.pdf); COP Decision X/33 - Biodiversity and climate change, which includes decisions on 

Ecosystem-based approaches for adaptation and mitigation and Decision XII/20 -Biodiversity and climate change and disaster 

risk reduction. 

http://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-41-en.pdf)%3B
http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-20/information/sbstta-20-inf-29-en.pdf)%3B
http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-20/
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Access and benefit-sharing 
 

12. Does your organization contribute to the development of mechanisms to improve access to and ensure the fair and 

equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of biodiversity for food and agriculture? 

 

 
Yes 

 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details on the countries, mechanisms and species involved: 

 

The third objective of the Convention addresses access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing. In this context, the Parties to 

the Convention negotiated the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits 

Arising from their Utilization. The Nagoya Protocol was adopted on 29 October 2010 and entered into force on 12 October  

2014. As of 13 June 2016, 78 Parties to the Convention have deposited their instrument of ratification, accession, acceptance or 

approval of the Protocol. 

The Nagoya Protocol applies to genetic resources that are covered by the CBD, and to the benefits arising from their utilization. 

The Nagoya Protocol also covers traditional knowledge (TK) associated with genetic resources that are covered by the CBD 

and the benefits arising from its utilization. 

The Nagoya Protocol sets out core obligations for its Parties to take measures in relation to access to genetic resources, 

benefit-sharing and compliance. 

Access obligations 

Domestic-level access measures are to: 

• Create legal certainty, clarity and transparency 

• Provide fair and non-arbitrary rules and procedures 

• Establish clear rules and procedures for prior informed consent and mutually agreed terms 

• Provide for issuance of a permit or equivalent when access is granted 

• Create conditions to promote and encourage research contributing to biodiversity conservation and sustainable use 

• Pay due regard to cases of present or imminent emergencies that threaten human, animal or plant health 

• Consider the importance of genetic resources for food and agriculture for food security 

Benefit-sharing obligations 

Domestic-level benefit-sharing measures are to provide for the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization 

of genetic resources with the contracting party providing genetic resources. Utilization includes research and development on 

the genetic or biochemical composition of genetic resources, as well as subsequent applications and commercialization. 

Sharing is subject to mutually agreed terms. Benefits may be monetary or non-monetary such as royalties and the sharing of 

research results. 

Compliance obligations 

Specific obligations to support compliance with the domestic legislation or regulatory requirements of the Party providing 

genetic resources, and contractual obligations reflected in mutually agreed terms, are a significant innovation of the Nagoya 

Protocol. Parties are to: 

• Take measures providing that genetic resources utilized within their jurisdiction have been accessed in accordance with prior 

informed consent, and that mutually agreed terms have been established, as required by another contracting party 

• Cooperate in cases of alleged violation of another contracting party’s requirements 

• Encourage contractual provisions on dispute resolution in mutually agreed terms 

• Ensure an opportunity is available to seek recourse under their legal systems when disputes arise from mutually agreed terms 

• Take measures regarding access to justice 

• Take measures to monitor the utilization of genetic resources after they leave a country including by designating effective 

checkpoints at any stage of the value-chain: research, development, innovation, pre-commercialization or commercialization 

 
The Nagoya Protocol provides for a number of different mechanisms that will assist Parties: 

• Establishing national focal points (NFPs) and competent national authorities (CNAs) to serve as contact points for information, 

grant access or cooperate on issues of compliance 

• An Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-House (http://absch.cbd.int) to share information, such as domestic regulatory ABS 

requirements or information on NFPs and CNAs 

• Capacity-building to support key aspects of implementation. 

• Awareness-raising 

• Technology Transfer 

• Targeted financial support for capacity-building and development initiatives through the Nagoya Protocol’s financial 

mechanism, the Global Environment Facility (GEF). 
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13. Please describe any additional activities relevant to the implementation of Priority area 2: Conservation and 

sustainable use. 

 
 

 
 

 

1. Does your organization support countries in developing, reviewing and adjusting their national policies affecting the 

conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity for food and agriculture, and in particular of associated biodiversity 

and wild foods? 

 

Yes 
 

No 
 

If yes, please provide details and specify the countries involved: 
 

 
 

2. Does your organization contribute to the development of regulatory frameworks or legislation for biodiversity for 

food and agriculture, and in particular for associated biodiversity, wild foods and ecosystem services? 

 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details and specify the countries or regions involved: 

 

 

 

The Secretariat of the Convention regularly participates in other international processes related to biodiversity. This includes 

participation in relevant meetings of other multilateral environmental agreements as well as the processes established by these. 

 
The Secretariat contributes to UNEP-GEF projects for the development and implementation of National Biosafety Frameworks. 

To date, countries have developed National Biosafety Frameworks through the UNEP-GEF project and registered them in the 

Biosafety-Clearing House. The conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity for food and agriculture is a key protection goal 

of all biosafety frameworks. 

 

National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) are the principal instruments for implementing the Convention at  

the national level (Article 6). The Convention requires countries to prepare a national biodiversity strategy (or equivalent 

instrument) and to ensure that this strategy is mainstreamed into the planning and activities of all those sectors whose activities 

can have an impact (positive and negative) on biodiversity.  The Secretariat provides a range of support to Parties in developing 

and updating their national biodiversity strategies and actions plans. In addition the Secretariat provides a range support to 

countries to reflect the different strategic plans developed under the Convention and its Protocols into relevant national 

strategies. This includes support related to the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets, 

the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation 2011-2020 and its 16 targets and the Strategic plan for the Cartagena Protocol on 

Biosafety for the period 2011-2020. 

The type of support provide to Parties includes capacity building activities, such as workshop, as well as the development of 

guidance materials. These activities are not focused on issues related to food exclusively but are focused on biodiversity 

generally. These activities are carried for all Parties to the Convention. 

 

 
PRIORITY AREA 3: POLICIES, INSTITUTIONS AND CAPACITY 
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3. Does your organization collaborate with other stakeholders involved in the management of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture (e.g. farmers, fisher folk, forest dwellers, the breeding industry, government agencies, research institutes 

and civil society organizations)? 

 
 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details: 

 

 
 

4. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of programmes to increase public awareness on 

the roles and values of associated biodiversity and ecosystem services in and around food and agriculture production 

systems? 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details: 

 

Under the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, Aichi Biodiversity Target 1 promotes awareness of the values of 

biodiversity and of the actions they can take to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity. 

The Convention on Biological Diversity has a programme of work on Communication, Education and Public Awareness. Further 

the Secretariat undertakes a range of communication activities. These activities are generally centered around the major 

meetings of the Convention, and the International Day for Biodiversity. They tend to focus on biodiversity generally and/or on 

specific themes. The theme for the 2016 International Day on Biodiversity is “Mainstreaming Biodiversity; Sustaining People  

and their Livelihoods”. As such some of the messaging around this day refers to agriculture and fisheries. In 2008, the theme for 

the International Day for Biological Diversity (IBD) was “Biodiversity and Agriculture”. For this occasion, the booklet “Biodiversity 

and Agriculture Safeguarding Biodiversity and Securing Food for the World” was prepared by the Secretariat of the CBD. The 

booklet highlights the importance of sustainable agriculture not only to preserve biodiversity, but also to ensure that the 

agricultural systems will be able to feed the world, maintain agricultural livelihoods, and enhance human wellbeing into the 21st 

century and beyond. Eight years later, this booklet remains very relevant to promote better integration of biodiversity 

considerations into agricultural challenges. 

 
Public awareness and participation is a key pillar for the effective implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. 

According to Article 23 of the Protocol, Parties shall, in accordance with their respective laws and regulations, consult the public 

in the decision-making process regarding living modified organisms and shall make the results of such decisions available to  

the public. One of the objectives of their strategic plan for implementation of the Protocol is “to enhance capacity at the national, 

regional and international levels that would facilitate efforts to raise public awareness, and promote education and participation 

concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms”. To support the implementation of this objective, 

Parties adopted a program of work on public awareness and participation (http://bch.cbd.int/protocol/decisions/decision.shtml? 

decisionID=12326). 

 
In addition, communication, education and public awareness are central to an effective implementation of the Nagoya Protocol. 

Article 21 of the Nagoya Protocol provides that each Party shall take measures to raise the awareness of the importance of 

genetic resources and traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources, and related access and benefit-sharing issues. 

It also provides a list of such measures. The first meeting of the COP-MOP in decision NP-1/9 adopted an Awareness-raising 

Strategy for the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing. In order to assist Parties in the implementation of the strategy, 

the Secretariat is carrying-out a series of supporting actions such as the creation of a toolkit containing methodologies, 

 

The Convention on Biological Diversity provides a forum for discussion by a broad range of stakeholders beyond government 

representatives. Specific activities targeted to particular stakeholder groups have involved most of the stakeholder groups listed 

above. Ongoing collaboration exists with research bodies (particularly CGIAR centres) and business representatives (including 

food industry). 

 
Meetings and capacity building activities organized by the Secretariat under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety are attended 

by stakeholders representing businesses, academia and non-governmental organizations which are involved in different 

aspects of food and agriculture. 

http://bch.cbd.int/protocol/decisions/decision.shtml
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5. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of training or capacity-building programmes for the 

management of associated biodiversity and ecosystem services in and around food and agriculture production 

systems? 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details and specify countries involved: 

 

 
 

6. Has your organization identified priorities for future capacity-building and education on associated biodiversity and 

ecosystem services in and around food and agriculture production systems? 

 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details: 

 

 

 
7. Please describe any additional activities relevant to the implementation of Priority area 3: Policies, institutions and 

capacity. 

 

 

 

The First Meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Implementation (SBI-1), in its recommendation 1/4, focused on mainstreaming 

biodiversity in productive sectors, including agriculture, and in the cross-sectoral programmes and policies. Relevant 

considerations include: recognizing the importance of biodiversity for food security and nutrition and its role in human health; the 

urgent need to achieve sustainable food systems; the contribution of restoring currently degraded agricultural systems to 

increase food production and restore biodiversity and ecosystem services important for agriculture and other needs; the need to 

develop clear legal or policy frameworks for land use that reflect national biodiversity objectives, with procedures for spatial 

planning at various scales and levels of governance to, inter alia, promote sustainable increases in the productivity of existing 

agricultural land and rangeland while enhancing ecosystem services, including those services that contribute to agricultural 

production (such as pollination, pest control, water provision and erosion control), while also protecting natural habitats and 

promoting connectivity in the landscape; the need to promote “ecological intensification” of agriculture, with enhanced use of 

diverse and well-adapted crops and crop varieties and the conservation of associated biodiversity in agricultural landscapes, 

including pollinators and pest-control organisms, reducing or replacing chemical inputs, where feasible. 

 
Also, the Secretariat of the CBD has contributed to the preparations of the Eighth Trondheim Conference on Biodiversity which 

discussed relationships between the agriculture and biodiversity sectors and how their policies can address shared problems 

and provide shared solutions for the achievement of mutually supportive and sustainable outcomes. The report of the 

Conference will provide inputs to the high-level segment of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity to be held in Mexico in December 2016 (CBD COP13). Recently, the Secretariat of the CBD collaborated with FAO in 

producing the Technical Guidance Mainstreaming Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity into Agricultural Production and 

Management in East Africa - Practical issues for consideration in National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans to minimize 

 

The Secretariat of the CBD, jointly with UNEP and UNDP, and funding from the GEF has been supporting the updating of 

NBSAPs. Many revised NBSAPs have identified priority areas that require capacity building support. The Secretariat stores all 

NBSAPs in its repository. 

 

The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity provides a range of capacity building support to Parties to the 

Convention and its Protocols. This work covers a variety of issues related to biodiversity. The Secretariat also routinely works 

with partners in delivering such support to Parties. The work of the Secretariat on this issue is generally global. However it tends 

to focus on the needs of developing countries and is provided through regional workshops. Increasingly, the Secretariat seeks  

to work with or through partners to undertake capacity-building activities. 

templates and descriptive materials to support the development of national awareness-raising strategies and associated 

materials and tools. All products developed under the strategy, by the Secretariat and Parties are to be disseminated through 

the Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-House. 
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1. Has your organization contributed to the establishment or strengthening of regional and international research and/ 

or education programmes to assist countries to better manage biodiversity for food and agriculture? 

 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
Please provide details: 

 

 
 

2. Has your organization contributed to the establishment or strengthening of regional and international programmes to 

assist countries to obtain training and technologies or develop information systems related to biodiversity for food and 

agriculture and related ecosystem services? 

 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
Please provide details: 

 

 

 

Article 18 of the Convention on Biological Diversity relates to Technical and Scientific Cooperation. The Secretariat of the 

Convention promotes Technical and Scientific Cooperation and Technology Transfer through initiatives such as the Bio-Bridge 

Initiative which is a voluntary engagement into a mutually beneficial exchange of scientific or technical matters that aims to 

facilitate the linking of needs (which may include needs related to food and agriculture) with expertise between Parties and their 

related organizations through matchmaking mechanisms to support the achievement of the biodiversity targets. The members 

of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets Task Force (including FAO) are invited to contribute their expertise to the initiative. 

The Secretariat has supported the establishment or strengthening of regional and international research and/ or education 
programmes on biodiversity generally. 
 

For example, the Biosafety Unit of the CBD Secretariat is engaged in long-term collaborations with several international 

organizations, including the FAO Food Safety and Quality Unit (AGFF) and the Secretariat of the International Plant Protection 
Convention (IPPC). These collaborations focus, among other things, on building capacity of countries to avoid or minimize 
potential adverse effects on biodiversity for food and feed by preventing the introduction and eradicating invasive alien 

species and ensuring the safe use and handling of living modified organisms. 
 

The Secretariat has supported the strengthening of international education programmes on biodiversity through its 

collaboration with FAO-led Youth and United Nations Global Alliance (YUNGA). In particular, the CBD Secretariat collaborated 
with YUNGA in the development of the Youth Guide to Biodiversity, Youth Guide to Forests, the Challenge Badges Series 
(Biodiversity Challenge Badge, Ocean Challenge Badge, Soils Challenge Badge, Water Challenge Badge and Ocean Challenge 

Badge) as well as in the organization of YUNGA's international drawing competitions (on forests and on biodiversity). 

 

 
PRIORITY AREA 4: REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 

the use of agrochemicals. 
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3. Please describe any additional activities relevant to the implementation of Priority area 4: Regional and international 

cooperation 

 

 
The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity supports regional and international cooperation related to biodiversity. 

The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its 20 Aichi Targets provide an agreed overarching framework for action on 

biodiversity and a foundation for sustainable development, and therefore also serves as a framework for cooperation among 

regional and international organizations. The biodiversity-related conventions agreed to align their activities with the Strategic 

Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and to use national biodiversity strategies and actions plans as the main planning tool for 

implementation at the national level. Thus, cooperative activities focus on the provision of support for achieving the objectives of 

the strategic plans of the conventions, including the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 in line with respective mandates. 

The CBD Secretariat serves as the secretariat of, and contributes to, the Liaison Group of the Biodiversity-related Conventions, 

which includes the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) and the International 

Plant Protection Convention (IPPC). The Liaison Group serves as a valuable mechanism to promote coordination and 

cooperation in the work of the secretariats of the respective conventions as well as to help promote coherence in the 

development and review of respective policy of the conventions and in measures towards the implementation of the 

conventions. 

 
The CBD Secretariat coordinates an ongoing Party-led process to enhance synergies among the biodiversity-related 

conventions, as mandated by the CBD Conference of the Parties through decision XII/6. The process involves Party 

representatives of the seven biodiversity-related conventions, including ITPGRFA and IPPC, and representatives of the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) as hosts of these conventions. 

The CBD Secretariat and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations are among 14 international organizations 

and secretariats that are members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF). CPF promotes sustainable management 

of all types of forests and to strengthen long-term political commitment to this end. 

The CBD Secretariat collaborated with FAO in the development of the Global Forest Resources Assessment 2015 report and 

the State of the World’s Forest Genetic Resources, amongst other activities related to forests. 

The Executive Secretary of the Convention acts as Chair of the Collaborative Partnership on Sustainable Wildlife Management, 

hosted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. The Partnership promotes conservation through the 

sustainable management of terrestrial vertebrate wildlife and aims to increase cooperation and coordination on sustainable 

wildlife management issues among its members and partners. 

 
The CBD Secretariat serves as the secretariat of, and contributes to, the Inter-Agency Liaison Group on Invasive Alien Species, 

which also includes the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. The Liaison Group aims to facilitate 

cooperation among relevant organizations to support measures to prevent the introduction and mitigate the impacts of invasive 

alien species, focusing on Aichi Target 9. The Secretariats of the IPPC and the CBD have developed a joint work plan with a 

component on invasive alien species/invasive pests. 

 
The CBD Secretariat serves as the secretariat of, and contributes to, the Sustainable Ocean Initiatives, also supported by the 

Food and Agriculture Organization, which is a global platform to build partnerships and enhance capacity to achieve the Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets related to marine and coastal biodiversity. Amongst other activities related to fisheries, the CBD Secretariat 

and the Food and Agriculture Organization jointly convened, in February 2016, an Expert Meeting on Improving Progress 

Reporting and Working Towards Implementation of Aichi Biodiversity Target 6 on sustainable fisheries, with an aim to support 

the development and implementation of effective and ecosystem-based approaches to fisheries management and biodiversity 

conservation. 

 
The CBD Secretariat coordinates the Aichi biodiversity heads of agencies task force, which includes FAO. FAO’s work 

contributes to several Aichi targets in particular but not exclusively: targets 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 18. The CBD 

Secretariat and the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture have a joint work plan for 2011-2020, focused 

on the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity, including its Aichi Targets. Collaborative 

work has been undertaken in a number of areas including on crop wild relatives and access and benefit-sharing. 

 
The CBD Secretariat has signed a memorandum of cooperation with the Secretariat of the ITPGRFA and the two Secretariats 

have also agreed on a joint initiative to promote the complementary implementation of the ITPGRFA, the CBD and its Nagoya 

Protocol. In this context, the two Secretariats have jointly organized a number of activities including high-level briefings and 

capacity-building workshops for national focal points, indigenous and local communities and relevant communities. The two 

Secretariats have also collaborated with the ABS Capacity Development Initiative, Bioversity International and the African Union 

Commission on a number of activities on mutually supportive implementation of the ITPGRFA and the Nagoya Protocol. 
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