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  Policies, programmes and activities related 
to biodiversity for food and agriculture 

  
 Reports from international instruments and 

organizations 

  
 

1. Contact information

Name and position of respondent Cristina Grandi - IFOAM Chief Food Security Campaigner

Name of organization IFOAM Organics International

E-mail of organization c.grandi@ifoam.bio

Geographical coverage of your organization Global

2. Components of biodiversity for food and agriculture covered by your organization  
      Note: For a complete definition refer to Annex 1 of:  http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/

Sectoral genetic resources for food and agriculture

Animal genetic resources 

Aquatic genetic resources 

Forest genetic resources 

Plant genetic resources 

Associated biodiversity of relevance to food and agriculture 

Micro-organisms (including bacteria, viruses, protists and fungi) 

Invertebrates (including insects, spiders, worms) 

Vertebrates (including amphibians, reptiles and non-domesticated birds and mammals) 

Wild and cultivated terrestrial and aquatic plants other than crop wild relatives 
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Please provide details on the components of biodiversity for food and agriculture involved (species, breeds, varieties):  

Organic agriculture  is involved in all components of biodiversity for food and agriculture, because it relies on ecological 
processes, biodiversity and cycles adapted to local conditions, rather than the use of inputs with adverse effects.  
 

  
PRIORITY AREA 1:   ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING  
 

1. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of projects or programmes that contribute to the 
assessment of the status of biodiversity for food and agriculture?

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details on the countries and species involved and indicate whether the population trends of these species 
are monitored:

2. Is your organization involved in surveying and monitoring population sizes of and/or threats to associated 
biodiversity species that are known to contribute to regulating or supporting ecosystem services in and around 
agricultural and food production systems? 

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details on the countries and species and ecosystem services involved:

3. Is your organization involved in surveying and monitoring population sizes of and/or threats to wild food species? 

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details on the countries and species involved:

4. Has your organization identified major obstacles to assessing and monitoring components of biodiversity for food 
and agriculture that are part of its mandate?

Yes
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No

If yes, please list these obstacles, being as specific as possible regarding the species involved:

5. What are the priority measures that need to be taken to address these obstacles?

6. Please describe any additional activities relevant to the implementation of Priority area 1: Assessment and 
monitoring

  

 PRIORITY AREA 2:   CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE  
 

Conservation

1. Does your organization take or support actions to protect components of biodiversity for food and agriculture that 
are at risk from climate change, invasive alien species and natural or human-induced disasters? 

Yes

No

 
If yes, please provide details on the countries and species involved, the actions taken, the impacts and the lessons learned:

2. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of conservation measures for associated 
biodiversity and/or wild food species?

 In situ

Yes

No

Ex situ

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details on the countries, measures and species involved:
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3. If your organization maintains ex situ collections of biodiversity for food and agriculture components could you 
please provide further information on these collections? 
 

4. Has your organization identified major obstacles to enhancing the conservation of biodiversity for food and 
agriculture, and in particular of associated biodiversity and wild foods?

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details:

5. What are the priority measures that need to be taken to address these obstacles?

 Sustainable use

6. Does your organization promote management practices that support the maintenance and use of biodiversity for 
food and agriculture?   
Note: For examples of such practices, please refer to Annexes 5 and 6 of http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details on the countries and practices involved:

IFOAM Organics International is engaged on the worldwide adoption of ecologically, socially and economically sound systems, 
based on the Principles of Organic Agriculture. IFOAM Standard http://www.ifoam.bio/en/ifoam-standard and IFOAM Standards 
Requirements – COROS (Common Objectives and Requirements for Organic Standards) http://www.ifoam.bio/en/coros 
address the biodiversity topic, both through requirements to protect biodiversity on the farm, but also to prohibit clearing of 
primary ecosystems and other high conservation value areas.

7. Does your organization promote the application of ecosystem, landscape and/or seascape approaches?

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details on the countries and approaches involved:

as before
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8. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of projects or programmes on the use of 
biodiversity for food and agriculture to cope with climate change, invasive alien species, or natural or human-made 
disasters?

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details:

The use of biodiversity is a normal component in all IFOAM projects and programmes. See http://www.ifoam.bio/en/programs/
ongoing-projects

9. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of projects or programmes on the maintenance and 
use of traditional knowledge of associated biodiversity and wild foods? 

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details:

10. Has your organization identified any major obstacles to improving the sustainable use of biodiversity for food and 
agriculture, and in particular of associated biodiversity and wild foods? 

Yes

No

If yes, please list and describe them:

Convention agriculture is one of major obstacle. 
- Agriculture has reduced habitat for wild species: there has been a 500% expansion in the extent of cropland and pasture 
worldwide in the last 300 years. Habitat loss is now identified as the main threat to 85 - 90% of all species described by IUCN 
as ‘threatened’ or ‘endangered’ and is the most commonly recorded reason for species extinction during the last 20 years. 
- Conventional agricultural practices have major environmental impacts: it has been estimated that the environmental cost 
(impacts on wildlife, pollinators,natural enemies, fisheries, water, and development of resistance) and social 
costs (human poisonings and illnesses) of pesticide use reach about US$8 billion each year. 
- High-yielding, uniform cultivars are reducing the number of genetically viable species used in agriculture: 75% of agricultural 
crop diversity (agrobiodiversity) has been lost in the last 100 years. 
- Native animal breeds are also declining: it has been estimated that every week at least one breed of domestic animal 
becomes extinct, and over 25% of listed breeds are at risk. 
- Pollution of the natural gene pool: the contamination of cultivated and wild species by invasive exotic genes introduced 
through Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) is causing pollution of the natural gene pool. 

11. What are the priority measures that need to be taken to address these obstacles?

Organic agriculture has been proven to be an effective method for conserving biodiversity, but more needs to be done to realize this 
advantage, including:  
- Support from governments and donors for organic agriculture as a policy for biodiversity conservation  
- Ending perverse subsidies that encourages agriculture which harms biodiversity and introducing the polluter-pays-principle for agriculture  
- Research and extension to develop long-term examples of biodiversityfriendly organic farming and to promote and exchange successful 
techniques amongst farmers and technicians  
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-Market promotion for organic products highlighting their biodiversity benefits Protection of farmers’ rights to develop, exchange, sell and 
save seeds 
 

Access and benefit-sharing

12. Does your organization contribute to the development of mechanisms to improve access to and ensure the fair and 
equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of biodiversity for food and agriculture? 
 

Yes

No

 If yes, please provide details on the countries, mechanisms and species involved:

13. Please describe any additional activities relevant to the implementation of Priority area 2: Conservation and 
sustainable use. 

  
PRIORITY AREA 3:   POLICIES, INSTITUTIONS AND CAPACITY 
 

1. Does your organization support countries in developing, reviewing and adjusting their national policies affecting the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity for food and agriculture, and in particular of associated biodiversity 
and wild foods? 

Yes

No

 If yes, please provide details and specify the countries involved:

2. Does your organization contribute to the development of regulatory frameworks or legislation for biodiversity for 
food and agriculture, and in particular for associated biodiversity, wild foods and ecosystem services? 

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details and specify the countries or regions involved:



Page 7 of 8

3. Does your organization collaborate with other stakeholders involved in the management of biodiversity for food and 
agriculture (e.g. farmers, fisher folk, forest dwellers, the breeding industry, government agencies, research institutes 
and civil society organizations)? 

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details:

For example, IFOAM Organics International as part of the Sustainable Organic Agriculture Action Network (SOAAN) developed 
and approved the "Best practice guideline for Agriculture and Value Chain" http://www.ifoam.bio/sites/default/files/ 
best_practice_guideline_v1.0_ratified_with_cover.pdf . A chapter is dedicated to genetic resources and biodiversity.

4. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of programmes to increase public awareness on 
the roles and values of associated biodiversity and ecosystem services in and around food and agriculture production 
systems? 

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details:

IFOAM Organics International runs a biodiversity and eco (functional)-intensification campaign “Powered by Nature”  that sets 
out to explain the science and practices behind resilient and high yielding organic systems that utilize rather than degrade 
biodiversity and ecological functions or ‘services’. 

5. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of training or capacity-building programmes for the 
management of associated biodiversity and ecosystem services in and around food and agriculture production 
systems? 

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details and specify countries involved:

Through training platforms, manuals and programs, IFOAM - Organics International has been addressing training needs in 
organic agriculture for decades. More info at IFOAM Academy web page http://www.ifoam.bio/en/what-we-do/organic-academy

6. Has your organization identified priorities for future capacity-building and education on associated biodiversity and 
ecosystem services in and around food and agriculture production systems? 

Yes

No

If yes, please provide details:



Page 8 of 8

7. Please describe any additional activities relevant to the implementation of Priority area 3: Policies, institutions and 
capacity.

  
PRIORITY AREA 4:   REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
 

1. Has your organization contributed to the establishment or strengthening of regional and international research and/
or education programmes to assist countries to better manage biodiversity for food and agriculture? 

Yes

No

 Please provide details:

2. Has your organization contributed to the establishment or strengthening of regional and international programmes to 
assist countries to obtain training and technologies or develop information systems related to biodiversity for food and 
agriculture and related ecosystem services? 

Yes

No

Please provide details:

3. Please describe any additional activities relevant to the implementation of Priority area 4: Regional and international 
cooperation
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