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Policies, programmes and activities related 
to biodiversity for food and agriculture 

 

Reports from international instruments and 
organizations 

 
 

1. Contact information 
 

Name and position of respondent 
 

Name of organization 
 

E-mail of organization 
 

Geographical coverage of your organization 
 

 

2. Components of biodiversity for food and agriculture covered by your organization 

Note: For a complete definition refer to Annex 1 of: http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/ 
 

Sectoral genetic resources for food and agriculture 
 

Animal genetic resources 
 

Aquatic genetic resources 
 

Forest genetic resources 
 

Plant genetic resources 
 

Associated biodiversity of relevance to food and agriculture 

 

Micro-organisms (including bacteria, viruses, protists and fungi) 
 

Invertebrates (including insects, spiders, worms) 
 

Vertebrates (including amphibians, reptiles and non-domesticated birds and mammals) 
 

Wild and cultivated terrestrial and aquatic plants other than crop wild relatives 

Leida Mercado, Director of Research and Development Division at CATIE 

Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Center (CATIE) 

lmercado@catie.ac.cr, catie@catie.ac.cr 

Latin America Caribbean 

http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/
mailto:lmercado@catie.ac.cr
mailto:catie@catie.ac.cr
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Please provide details on the components of biodiversity for food and agriculture involved (species, breeds, varieties): 

 
Germoplasm collection includes vegetables seed in cold storage and orthodox seeds like coffee cacao, peach palm and others 

plants in the field: 

Allium cepa (1), Amaranthus caudatus (10), Amaranthus cruentus (6), Amaranthus hybridus (16), Amaranthus hypochondriacus 

(2), Amaranthus sp. (232), Chenopodium berlandieri (2), Chenopodium quinoa (4), Coriandrum sp. (1), Vernonia galamensi (1), 

Benincasa hispida (1), Benincasa cerífera (1), Cionosicyos sp. (4), Citrullus lanatus (6), Citrullus sp. (3), Cucumis anguria (2), 

Cucumis melo (13), Cucumis metuliferus (1), Cucumis sativus (8), Cucumis sp. (1), Cucurbita argyrosperma (137), Cucurbita 

ficifolia (62), Cucurbita foetidissima (4), Cucurbita lundelliana (8), Cucurbita maxima (30), Cucurbita moschata (1637), Cucurbita 

pepo (193), Cucurbita sp. (41), Cyclanthera pedata (3), Lagenaria siceraria (112), Lagenaria sp. (20), Luffa aegyptiaca (4), 

Melothria dulcis (1), Momordica sp. (9), Sicana odorífera (9), Dioscórea spectabilis (1), Acacia cyanophylla (1), Acacia victoriae 

(1), Adenanthera pavonina (1), Apios americana (1), Arachis hypogaea (2), Bauhinia esculenta (1), Cajanus cajan (7), 

Calliandra sp. (1), Canavalia ensiformis (17), Cicer arietium (3), Crotalaria longirostrata (1), Crotalaria sp. (31), Erythrina 

standleyeana (1), Erythrina sp. (1), Gliricida sepium (1), Glycine max (3), Glycine sp. (7), Indigofera hirsuta (1), Lablab 

purpureus (26), Lablab sp. (9), Lathyrus nigrivalis (1), Leucaena sp. (4), Lupinus mutabilis (2), Lupinus sp. (1), Mimosa 

bahamensis (1), Mimosa sp. (1), Mucuna deeringiana (2), Mucuna pruriens (3), Pachyrhizus ahipa (5), Pachyrhizus erosus (91), 

Pachyrhizus ferrugineus (3), Pachyrhizus panamensis (1), Pachyrhizus tuberosus (52), Pachyrhizus sp. (33), Phaseolus 

acutifolius (6), Phaseolus coccineus (83), Phaseolus dumosus (38), Phaseolus lunatus (40), Phaseolus vulgaris (690), 

Phaseolus sp. (327), Psophocarpus tetragonolobus (20), Senna spectabilis (1), Sesbania sp. (1), Tephrosia candida (1), Vigna 

marina (2), Vigna radiata (7), Vigna umbellata (7), Vigna unguiculata (168), Ocimum sp. (1), Salvia sp. (1), Abelmoschus 

esculentus (3), Gossypium sp. (5), Brachiaria decumbens (1), Coix lacryma-jobi (2), Oryza sativa (3), Sorghum bicolor (1), 

Sorghum sp. (3), Zea mays (400), Zea mexicana (2), Sapindus saponaria (1), Capsicum annuum (343), Capsicum baccatum 

(32), Capsicum chinense (51), Capsicum frutescens (264), Capsicum galapagoense (1), Capsicum pubescens (6), Capsicum 

sp. (82), Nicandra sp. (1), Nicotiana clevelandii (1), Nicotiana tabacum (1), Physalis ixocarpa (1), Physalis peruviana (2), 

Physalis philadelphica (12), Physalis sp. (61), Solanum americanum (12), Solanum betaceum (4), Solanum lycopersicum (378), 

Solanum mammosum (3), Solanum melongena (3), Solanum nigrescens (6), Solanum ovigerum (1), Solanum pectinatum (3), 

Solanum pimpinellifolium (84), Solanum quitoense (13), Solanum sessiliflorum (5), Solanum sp. (63) 

Coffea Arabica (1834 ); C. canephora (84), C. brevipes (7); C. cafeir de la nana (4); C. eugenioides (6); C. liberica (14); C. 

pseudozanguebariae (7); C. racemosa (6); C. salvatrix (2); C. sessiliflora (12); Bactris gasipaes (604); Bixa orellana (102);Citrus 

sinnensis (34) citrus aurantifolia(4) Citrus celebica (1); Citrus aurantium (1); Citrus clementina (4); Citrus crassifolia (1); Citrus 

grandis (1); Citrus hystrix (1);  Citrus hybrido (1) ;  Annona muricata (19); Litchi chinensis (8); Citrus limetta (6); Citrus 

limettioides (1); Citrus limon (1); Citrus limonia (1); Citrus madurensis (1); Fortunella margarita (1); Citrus máxima (1); Citrus 

nobilis (1); Citrus paradisi (1); Citrus paradisi  (1); Citrus paradisi (1);  Citrus reshni (1); Citrus reticulata (8); Citroncirus sp (6); 

Citrofortunella sp (1); Citrus spp (3); Citrus tangelo (3); Citrus temple (1);Poncirus trifoliata (2); Citrus unshiu (2); Aiphanes 

aculeata (1); Astrocaryum alatum (1); Cordia alba (1); Areca alicae (3); Cordia alliodora (1); Sauropus androgynus (1); Costus 

angustifolius (1); Melaleuca baccifera (1); Myroxylon balsamum (2); Severinia buxifolia (1); Cinchona calisaya (1); Averrhoa 

carambola (4); Elettaria cardamomum (2); Areca catechu (2); Cynometra cauliflora (1); Pourouma cecropiifolia (1) Cnidoscolus 

chayamansa (1); Morinda citrifolia (1); Callistemon citrinus (1); Ixora coccinea (1); Byrsonima crassifolia (1); Hura crepitans (1); 

Monstera deliciosa (1); Diospyros digyna (4) Diospyros discolor (1); Synsepalum dulcificum (1); Dioscorea elephantipes (1); 

Murraya exótica (1); Dioscorea floribunda (1); Cordyline fruticosa (1) Swinglea glutinosa (1); Elaeis guineensis (6); Couroupita 

guineensis (1); Peltophorum inerme (1); Ceiba insignis (1); Platonia insiqnis (1); Nephelium lappaceum (3); Melaleuca 

leucodendron (2); Ixora lutea (1); Chrysalidocar lutescens (1); Pentaclethra macroloba (1); Alstonia macrophylla (1); Ravenala 

madagascariensis (1); Nicolaia magnifica (1); Garcinia mangostana (2); Garcinia mangostana; Cassia marginata; Citrus 

máxima (2); Nephelium mutabile (4); Cocos nucifera (1); Strychnos nux-vomica (1); Euterpe oleracea (1); Bixa Orellana; 

Caryodendron orinocense (1); Trevesia palmata (1); Borojoa patinoi (2); Ceiba pentandra (1); Tabebuia pentaphylla (1); 

Pongamia pinnata (1); Dracontium pittieri (1); Cavanillesia platanifolia (1); Licania platypus (2); Lafoensia punicifolia (1); Cassia 

robusta (1); Heliconia rostrata (2); Pouteria sapota (90); Pouteria Viridis (5); Manilkara Zapota (39); Pouteria campechiana (6); 

Pouteria fossicola (3); Camellia sinensis (1); Terminalia kaernbachii (1); Bambusa sp (1); Chamaedorea sp (1); Attalea sp (3); 

Cassia sp (1); Amorphophalu sp (1); Dioscorea sp (1); Dracaena sp (1); Rollinia mucosa (1); Magnolia sp (1). Carica sp (1); 

Gustavia speciosa (1); Ryania speciosa; Gossypium spp (1); Gustavia superba (4); Garcinia tinctoria (1); Bambusa tulda (1); 

Bambusa tuldoides (1); Eugenia uniflora (1), Coccoloba uvifera (1); Lecythis zabucajo (1); Alpinia zerumbet (1); Durio 

zibethinus (1); Ipomoea batatas (33); Manihot esculenta (131); Dioscorea alata (20); Dioscorea bulbifera (1); Dioscorea 

cayenensis (1); Dioscorea dumetorum (2); Dioscorea esculenta (1); Dioscorea pentaphylla (2); Dioscorea sp (18); Dioscorea 

spp (4); Dioscorea trífida (6); Phyllantus acidus (1); Parmentiera aculeata (2); Parmentiera alata (1);Brosimum alicastrum (1); 

Pachira aquatica (1); Cojoba arborea (1); Bunchosia armeniaca (1); Myroxylon balsamum (1); Melicoccus bijugatus (1); 

Eugenia brasiliensis (1); Hevea brasiliensis (1); Antidesma bunius (1); Chrysophyllum cainito (1); Pouteria campechiana 

(1);Psidium cattleianum (1);Parmentiera cereifera (1);Canarium commune (1); Caesalpinia coriaria (1); Parmentiera cujete (1); 

Syzygium cumini (1); Jatropha curcas (1); Jatropha curcas (1); Spondias cytherea (1); Spondias cytherea (1); Diospyros digyna 

(2); Diospyros ebenum (1); Inocarpus edulis (1); Lecythis elíptica (1); Noronha emarginata (1); Psidium friedrichsthalianum (4); 

Bouea gandaria (1);Mauria glauca; Cochlospermun gossypium; (1); Brownea grandiceps (1); Magnolia grandiflora (1); Cassia 

grandis (1);Psidium guajava (67); Psidium friedrichsthalianum (2); Psidium guineense (2); Elaeis guineensis (6); Artocarpus 
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1. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of projects or programmes that contribute to the 

assessment of the status of biodiversity for food and agriculture? 
 

Yes 
 

No 

If yes, please provide details on the countries and species involved and indicate whether the population trends of these species 

are monitored: 
 

 
 

2. Is your organization involved in surveying and monitoring population sizes of and/or threats to associated 

biodiversity species that are known to contribute to regulating or supporting ecosystem services in and around 

agricultural and food production systems? 

 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details on the countries and species and ecosystem services involved: 

 

 

 

PCFP has conducted research on the structure and biodiversity of forest related to functionality for ecosystem services 

production (stock and carbon sequestration) in México, Honduras, Costa Rica, Colombia and Chile in three types of forest 

(Mountain tropical, sub tropical and temperate forest). Moreover, it was established  permanent plots for monitoring, in a long- 

term, climate change´impacts on forest condition and ecosystem services provision. For more details visit http:// 

www.climiforad.org/ 

 

CATIE through Production and Conservation in Forests Program (PCFP) has been monitoring and conducting research on 

structure and biodiversity of forest related to functionality for ecosystem services production in México, Honduras, Costa Rica, 

Colombia, Chile. 

 

 
PRIORITY AREA 1: ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING 

heterophyllus (1); Chrysobalanus icaco (2);Tabebuia impetiginosa (1); Flacourtia indica (1);Mangifera indica (1); Astrocaryum 

jauarí (1); Sandoricum koetjape (1); Dimocarpus longan (2);Dimocarpus longan; Markhamia lutea (1); Swietenia macrophylla 

(2); Garcinia madruno (2); Cola nítida (1); Garcia nutans (1); Anacardium occidentale (1); Elaeis oleifera (28); Canarium ovatum 

(1);Murraya paniculata (1);Inga paterno (1); Antidesma platyphy (1); Joannesia princeps (1); Malpighia punicifolia (1); Bahuinia 

purpurea (1); Spondias purpurea (1); Melaleuca quinquenervia (1); Nephelium ramboutan-ake (1); Lecythis sabucajo (1); Inga 

samanensis (1); Blighia sapida (1); Mimosa schomburgkii (1); Callistemon sp (1); Artocarpus sp (1); Bambusa sp (1); 

Lagerstroemia speciosa (1); Lecythis spp (1); Dendrocalamus spp (1); Dendrocalamus strictus (1); Dalbergia tucurensis (1); 

Bambusa vulgaris (1); Garcinia xanthochymus (3); Theobroma cacao (1070), T. angustifolium (1), T. bicolor (1), T. 

grandiflorum (1), T. mammosum (1), T. microcarpum (1), T. simiarium (1), T. speciosum (1), T. subinacanum (1) 

 
Countries from where we have germplasm or where germplasm from the collection was sent: Germany , Argentine , Australia , 

Bolivia , Brazil , Chile, Colombia , Cambodia, Cameroon , Sri Lanka , Congo, Cuba, Costa Rica, Curacao, Denmark, Ecuador, 

El Salvador , Spain, United States , Ethiopia, France, Ghana, Guadeloupe, Guatemala , Haiti , Netherland, Honduras ,  

Hungary , India, Indonesia , United Kingdom , Jamaica , Kenya , Malaysia , Malawi , Madagascar, Mexico , Nicaragua Nigeria , 

New Guinea, Panama , Peru , Portugal , Puerto Rico , Dominican Republic, Sudan, Sri Lanka , South Africa, Switzerland, 

Taiwan , Tanzania , Trinidad and Tobago , Uruguay and Venezuela. 

http://www.climiforad.org/
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3. Is your organization involved in surveying and monitoring population sizes of and/or threats to wild food species? 
 

 
Yes 

 

No 
 

If yes, please provide details on the countries and species involved: 
 

 
 
 

4. Has your organization identified major obstacles to assessing and monitoring components of biodiversity for food 

and agriculture that are part of its mandate? 

 
Yes 

 

No 
 

If yes, please list these obstacles, being as specific as possible regarding the species involved: 
 

 
 

5. What are the priority measures that need to be taken to address these obstacles? 
 

 
 

6. Please  describe  any  additional  activities  relevant  to  the  implementation  of  Priority  area  1:  Assessment  and 

monitoring 
 

 
 

 
 

Conservation 
 

1. Does your organization take or support actions to protect components of biodiversity for food and agriculture that 

are at risk from climate change, invasive alien species and natural or human-induced disasters? 

 

 
Yes 

 

No 

 

 
PRIORITY AREA 2: CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE 

 

Capacity building of local technicians and people from local communities who could do management of wild populations. 

Research on management and value chains of forest´products" 

 

CATIE identified as major obstacle to assess and monitor components of biodiversity the restrictive laws for wild populations 

management, unknown forest inventory and management methodologies by local technicians and limitations for forest 

management authorization in some countries. 

PCFP conducted research on non timber forests products in Bolivia, Brasil, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Guatemala, México. Some 
species involved are: Quassia amara, Copaifera spp, Ilex guayusa (guayusa),  Brosimun allicastrum (ramón), Pimienta dioca 
(allspice), Carapa guianensis (andiroba) 
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If yes, please provide details on the countries and species involved, the actions taken, the impacts and the lessons learned: 
 

 
 

2. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of conservation measures for associated 

biodiversity and/or wild food species? 

In situ 

 

Yes 
 

No 
 

Ex situ 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details on the countries, measures and species involved: 

 

 
 

3. If your organization maintains ex situ collections of biodiversity for food and agriculture components could you 

please provide further information on these collections? 
 

 

 
4. Has your organization identified major obstacles to enhancing the conservation of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture, and in particular of associated biodiversity and wild foods? 

 

Yes 
 

No 

If yes, please provide details: 
 

 
 

5. What are the priority measures that need to be taken to address these obstacles? 
 
 

 
 

Sustainable use 

 

At CATIE, there are two programs undertaking actions to protect components of  biodiversity for food and agriculture. (i) the 
Agroenvironmental Mesoamerican Program (MAP) in partnership with Bioversity International is carrying out a participatory 
assessment of bean varieties in the central region of Nicaragua and Trifinio (cros-border region of Guatemala, El Salvador and 
Honduras). (ii) PCFP is conducting research and capacity building on sustainable forest management, in order  to give value to 
the ecosystem,  to avoid deforestacion and to protect forest products that have nutritional properties. These activities have been 
carried out in Guatemala, Honduras, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Bolivia, Brazil and other Latin American countries. 
 

 

CATIE identified as priorities: (i) raise awareness about the importance of  these collections and their conservation (ii) 

management of collection with long term support to implement sustainable conservation and evaluation measures, (ii) 

establishment of security duplicates, (iv) create awareness among authorities and decisioin makers. 

Financial support is missing and there are political and legal restrictions to sustainable forest management that hamper giving 

value to forest as a productive system for their conservation. 

CATIE seeds collection are registered under the International Treaty on phytogenetic resources for agriculture since 2006 with 

FAO. CATIE has two collection at international level which are coffee (Coffea arabica) and cacao. CATIE also maintains several 

other collection of palms, fruit trees, horticultural crops collected in the region (see details on species provided above). 
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6. Does your organization promote management practices that support the maintenance and use of biodiversity for 
food and agriculture? 
Note: For examples of such practices, please refer to Annexes 5 and 6 of http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/ 

 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details on the countries and practices involved: 

 

 
 

7. Does your organization promote the application of ecosystem, landscape and/or seascape approaches? 

 
Yes 

 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details on the countries and approaches involved: 

 

 
 

8. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of projects or programmes on the use of 

biodiversity for food and agriculture to cope with climate change, invasive alien species, or natural or human-made 

disasters? 

 
 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details: 

 

 

 

CATIE works on research and development projects to use functional biodiversity and agrodiversity to improve the resilience of 

farming and cropping systems to Climate Change effects. Program on Agroforestry and Sustainable Agriculture (PAAS) works 

specifically on agroforestry systems with perennial and annual crops, testing and evaluating germplasm and promoting the use 

of genetic diversity to reduce the impact of pests and diseases and climate change effects. Moreover, CATIE-MAP promoted  

the establishment of community seed banks by smallholders farmers and communal gardens. Last year in Trifinio it was 

established 18 communal gardens in Trifinio. 

 

CATIE´s programs and projects rely on landscape approaches. USAID’s Regional Climate Change Program focuses on  

scaling up sustainable landscape interventions to national level policy and decision-making focused on reducing emissions from 

the forest, cattle, and agriculture sectors. CATIE is also the leading regional institution in Mesoamerica promoting coastal blue 

carbon initiatives that integrate both mitigation and adaptation to climate change, while facilitating policy processes and the use 

of sound science to promote the sustainable use of coastal-marine ecosystem services to benefit local communities. Landscape 

management and forest management approaches are being applied in more than 30 Model Forest of 15 countries. MAP is 

promoting the Climate-Smart Territory (CST) approach as a tool to optimize sustainable and equitable production of ecosystem 

goods and services in a territory. 

 

CATIE, througth its programs, promotes the incorporation of practices related to agriculture and agroforestry in Central America, 

Mexico, Bolivia and Dominican Republic. These practices include: the use of mixed cropping systems, home gardens and 

multiple varieties of crops and shaded coffee. In addition, sustainable forest management practices have been studied, 

promoted and validated in Guatemala, Honduras, Costa Rica and Bolivia. CATIE-MAP in partnership with the International 

Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT)- Research Program on Climate Change and Food Security (CCAFS) are assessing and 

prioritizing agricultural practices in four productive systems (home gardens, agroforestry system, basic grains and pastures) in 

the central region of Nicaragua and in Trifinio. This assessment allows identified and prioritized the agricultural practices that 

contributed to the climate-smart agriculture pillars. 

http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/
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9. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of projects or programmes on the maintenance and 

use of traditional knowledge of associated biodiversity and wild foods? 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details: 

 

 
 

10. Has your organization identified any major obstacles to improving the sustainable use of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture, and in particular of associated biodiversity and wild foods? 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please list and describe them: 

 

 
 

11. What are the priority measures that need to be taken to address these obstacles? 
 

 
 

Access and benefit-sharing 
 

12. Does your organization contribute to the development of mechanisms to improve access to and ensure the fair and 

equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of biodiversity for food and agriculture? 

 

 
Yes 

 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details on the countries, mechanisms and species involved: 

 

 

 

CATIE is member of the International Treaty on phytogenetic resources for agriculture and through mechanisms and 

agreements for germplasm transfer. 

Increase the capacity building of communities looking for local resources management, and local or national technicians who 
could offer technical advise for communities or forests owners. 

Create awareness on natural resources sustainble management as a strategic way of biodiversity conservation, among 
decision makers of environment and forestry authorities at national and local level. 

 

The political and legal restrictions to suistainable forest management is as a major obstacle to improve the suistainable use of 

biodiversity for food and agriculture. This obstacle make difficult to give value to forest as a productive system 

 

CATIE througth MAP contributes to the exchange of local seeds among farmers in Nicaragua and in Trifinio. The PCFP has 

conducted research on ethnobotany, economic and social botany in differents countries. Some examples of research conducted 

are: wild species used for food security in an indegenous community of Costa Rica (2012), natural fibers growth conditions in 

Atlantic Forest of Costa Rica (2012) wild species used by indigenous community in La Paz (2014) and the traditional use and 

the value chain of Illex guayusa (guayusa) in Ecuador (2015). 
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13. Please describe any additional activities relevant to the implementation of Priority area 2: Conservation and 

sustainable use. 

 
 

 
 

 

1. Does your organization support countries in developing, reviewing and adjusting their national policies affecting the 

conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity for food and agriculture, and in particular of associated biodiversity 

and wild foods? 

 

Yes 
 

No 
 

If yes, please provide details and specify the countries involved: 
 

 
 

2. Does your organization contribute to the development of regulatory frameworks or legislation for biodiversity for 

food and agriculture, and in particular for associated biodiversity, wild foods and ecosystem services? 

 
 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details and specify the countries or regions involved: 

 

 
 

3. Does your organization collaborate with other stakeholders involved in the management of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture (e.g. farmers, fisher folk, forest dwellers, the breeding industry, government agencies, research institutes 

and civil society organizations)? 

 
 

Yes 
 

No 

 

CATIE supports the implementation of the International Treaty on phytogenetic resources for agriculture by reviewing the legal 

framework of partner countries, for example the revision of the legal framework for botanical gardens in Costa Rica or the 

definition of a national policy on seed conservation. 

 

CATIE, through PAAS supports activities of national and regional institutions for the implementation of the International Treaty 

on phytogenetic resources for agriculture. PCFP have participated in political meetings, congresses or activities of political 

incidence, in central America countries, in order to provide recommendations about the polices affecting forest sustainable 

management. At national scale, MAP is scaling up of the CST approach and improving governance to reduce vulnerability to 

climate change in the central region of NicaCentral and Trifinio. " 

 

 
PRIORITY AREA 3: POLICIES, INSTITUTIONS AND CAPACITY 

 

CATIE maintains a wide variety of germplasm collection with free access to the public, so far using its own resources, for 

decades. CATIE participates in regional activities for germplasm conservation and evaluation and is involved in activities related 

to capacity development and strengthening with national organizations. 
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If yes, please provide details: 
 

 
 

4. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of programmes to increase public awareness on 

the roles and values of associated biodiversity and ecosystem services in and around food and agriculture production 

systems? 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details: 

 

 
 

5. Does your organization implement or support the implementation of training or capacity-building programmes for the 

management of associated biodiversity and ecosystem services in and around food and agriculture production 

systems? 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details and specify countries involved: 

 

 
 

6. Has your organization identified priorities for future capacity-building and education on associated biodiversity and 

ecosystem services in and around food and agriculture production systems? 

 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
If yes, please provide details: 

 

 

 

CATIE collaborated by conducting surveys to identify training priorities for Central American and Caribbean researchers. The 

most important issues that were identified are: management of databases for genebanks , analysis of genetic diversity, 

cryopreservation and management of community seed banks . 

 

CATIE through capacity building and education strategies is increasing awareness and knowledge among its partners  (farmers, 

extension services, cooperatives, administrative and other research and development organizations). For example: MAP 

through Farm Field School Methodology has been promoting agricultural technologies and practices to more than 5000 people, 

this practices includes different topics such as: seeds selection and management, establishing of home gardens, establishing 

and management of fruit species, etc. 

 

CATIE make use of capacity building and education strategies to increase awareness and knowledge among its partners 

(farmers, cooperatives and other institutions). CATIE also participates in territorial platforms such as biological corridors, model 

forest and cliamte smart territories. 

 

CATIE works with and provide advises to territorial management platforms, local organizations and national ministries and also 

with international organizations and private enterprises. 



Page 10 of 10  

7. Please describe any additional activities relevant to the implementation of Priority area 3: Policies, institutions and 

capacity. 

 

 
 

 
 

1. Has your organization contributed to the establishment or strengthening of regional and international research and/ 

or education programmes to assist countries to better manage biodiversity for food and agriculture? 

 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
Please provide details: 

 

 
 

2. Has your organization contributed to the establishment or strengthening of regional and international programmes to 

assist countries to obtain training and technologies or develop information systems related to biodiversity for food and 

agriculture and related ecosystem services? 

 

 

Yes 
 

No 

 
Please provide details: 

 

 
 

3. Please describe any additional activities relevant to the implementation of Priority area 4: Regional and international 

cooperation 

 

 

 

 
Submit by Email 

 

CATIE is a land grant university and research platform with activities that links countries of Central America. Therefore, its 

programs or projects are directed towards the region and the results and information are disseminated to member countries and 

are publicly available and accessible 

Every year CATIE offers a broad array of presential and online international courses, most of them targeted to both entry-level 
professionals and already experienced practitioners. Also, CATIE was actively involved in developing the Mesoamerican 
Strategic Action Plan 2014-2024, in which six themes (conservation , sustainable use, institutional development, education, 
capacity building , operations and finances) and their respective activities were defined in order to strengthen conservation , 
access and use of plant genetic resources in Mesoamerica as a strategic element for food security and adaptation of  
agriculture to climate change and other threats . 

 

 
PRIORITY AREA 4: REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 


