5 September 2018

GIEWS Update
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
High temperatures and below-average rainfall could affect
the 2018 main season food output

Highlights:
•

Below-average rains, coupled with high temperatures from mid-July until mid-August, a critical period for
crops, affected 8 percent of the average area cultivated in the main season.

The main agricultural season starts in April, with the
arrival of the spring rains, and the harvest normally
takes place between September and October
(see Figure 1).
Overall, cumulative rainfall during the 2018 cropping
season has been above average; nonetheless, the
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temporal distribution of precipitation has been
erratic, with negative consequences for crops.
Rainfall from April to early July was generally average
to above average over the main producing areas
of the country, benefitting planting activities and
early development of the 2018 main season crops.
However, below‑average rains from mid-July until
mid-August, normally the wettest months, coupled
with high temperatures, resulted in moisture stress
during critical crop development stages in localized
areas of the main crop producing provinces, including
South and North Hwanghae, and South and North
Hamgyong (see Figure 2).
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Provisional estimates provided by the National
Coordinating Committee (NCC) indicate that,
as of early August, 98 892 hectares of cropland
had been affected by the dry weather conditions
(see Figure 3). This covers 24 664 hectares of paddy
and 74 228 hectares of other food crops, including
maize and potatoes. The estimated total area affected
represents 8 percent of the average area cultivated
during the main season. Any drop in production
could further aggravate food insecurity.
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Figure 2: Democratic People’s Republic of Korea - Anomalies of daily average temperature in July and August 2018
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Figure 3: Democratic People’s Republic of Korea - Estimates Damaged Area by High Temperature

Source: National Coordinating Committee (NCC)
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This report is prepared by the Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS) of the Trade and
Markets Division of FAO. The updates focus on developing anomalous conditions aimed at providing early
warnings, as well as latest and more elaborate information than other GIEWS regular reports on the food
security situation of countries, at both national and sub-national levels. None of the information in this
report should be regarded as statements of governmental views.
For more information visit the GIEWS Website at: www.fao.org/giews
Enquiries may be directed to:
Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS)
Trade and Markets Division (EST)
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00153 Rome, Italy
E-mail: GIEWS1@fao.org
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