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   2 October 2018 

NOTIFICATION 

 

Invitation to consider options for safety duplicates of seeds in the Svalbard Global Seed Vault  

 

 

Dear Madam/Sir,  

I have the honour to draw your attention to Resolution 12/2017 of the Governing Body of the 

International Treaty, on Cooperation with International Bodies and Organizations. 

By the said Resolution, the Governing inter alia requested the Secretary to explore with the 

Government of Norway practical means to enhance the linkages between the International Treaty and 

the Svalbard Global Seed Vault (Seed Vault). The Governing Body invited Contracting Parties, 

international institutions and other relevant bodies to consider making use of the Seed Vault in their 

strategy for securing their important seed collections and for the purpose of long-term storage of plant 

genetic resources for food and agriculture.1 

In response to the guidance provided by the Governing Body, I have been in consultations with 

the Government of Norway and recently received a communication from the Managers of the Seed 

Vault on the continuous availability of the Seed Vault for safety duplicates of seeds, which I bring to 

your attention through this Notification.  

The Svalbard Global Seed Vault offers secure storage space for safety duplicates of seeds that 

are conserved in genebanks. So far, seventy-seven institutes and genebanks have already deposited 

safety duplicates of smaller or larger parts of their collections in the Seed Vault and since the opening in 

2008, more than 1 million seed samples have been deposited. Deposited seeds can be retrieved from the 

Seed Vault if natural disasters or worst-case accidents should harm the active collections.  

In addition, the Seed Vault attracts significant attention from politicians and media, thereby 

enhancing public awareness on the role and importance of plant genetic resources in addressing current 

global challenges of climate change, and food and nutrition security.  

The storage at the Svalbard Global Seed Vault is free of charge. Only the cost of shipment and 

any necessary multiplication of seeds are covered by the depositors, with possible assistance available 

through project funding. Priority to the Seed Vault is given to deposits of unique seeds that are of 

importance for food and agriculture and are made available through the Multilateral System for Access 

and Benefit Sharing of the International Treaty or through other applicable international laws.  

The Government of Norway owns the Seed Vault, while NordGen manages all seed operations. 

NordGen signs the depositor agreement with the depositing institution on behalf of the Norwegian 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food. By signing the agreement for storage under black box conditions, the 

depositor is asked to confirm that the germplasm is part of a long-term and sustainable genebank 

collection, has been safety duplicated in another suitable location and is available from the active 

collection for research, breeding and training.  

The Seed Vault receives seeds three times each year. Regular Seed Vault openings are 

announced on https://www.nordgen.org/en/calendar/. More information, including on the details of the 

                                                 
1 The full text of Resolution 12/2017 is available at: http://www.fao.org/3/a-mv091e.pdf. 
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depositor agreement, is also available on http://www.seedvault.no/ and 

https://www.nordgen.org/en/depositing-seeds/. 

Pursuant to the invitation made by the Governing Body at its Seventh Session, institutes and 

public and private genebanks are invited to consider making use of the Seed Vault by depositing 

duplicates of their valuable germplasm collections into the Seed Vault for long-term storage.  

For further information and guidance on the technical aspects of the deposit, such as preparing 

seeds, signing the depositor agreement, completing the accession list for the deposit and shipping seeds, 

please contact Mr. Åsmund Asdal, the Seed Vault Coordinator at NordGen, at: 

asmund.asdal@nordgen.org.  

Queries related to the preparation of the Eighth Session of the Governing Body on the subject 

matter of this Notification can be addressed to the Secretariat of the International Treaty at: pgrfa-

treaty@fao.org. 

 

Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

Kent Nnadozie     

Secretary International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 

for Food and Agriculture 
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