
FAO’s goal and role for 
sustainable forest management  
in Asia and the Pacific 

Together with member countries, FAO helps to manage forests in a sustainable way. By balancing social, economic and 
environmental objectives, FAO ensures that present generations can enjoy the benefits of the earth’s forest resources 
while conserving them to meet the needs of future generations.

Central to the work of FAO is the attainment of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly, SDG 15 – Protect, 
restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, 
and halt and reverse land degradation and prevent biodiversity loss. Under SDG 15, FAO plays an important role as a 
custodian of three indicators. Forests and trees directly contributes to the attainment of SDG 15 but are also interrelated 
to other targets, such as health and wellbeing, gender, water, energy, decent work, sustainable cities, responsible 
consumption, climate change, marine and coastal management, and most importantly, addressing poverty, hunger  
and nutrition which are at the core in FAO’s mission.
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Where do our forests stand?
Forests occupy some 25 percent of the land area in the 
Asia-Pacific region. Continued deforestation and forest 
degradation in many countries in the region threaten the 
delivery of provisional, regulatory, cultural and recreational 
services from the forests. In human terms, the decline of 
forests directly impacts one billion “forest peoples” who rely 
on forests for subsistence, shelter, and survival. Millions of 
smallholders, communities, and industries depend on forests 
for their livelihood, income, and employment. And of course, 
the entire planet benefits from forests for food, fuel, fibre, 
and timber. 

The benefits from forests must not be undermined as 
these benefits are not confined to the forest sector alone. 
Unfortunately, the health of forests is too often given a low 
priority in development strategies and there is a lack of 
recognition of the multiple benefits forests deliver, especially 
relating to their contributions to food security and poverty 
reduction. The difficulties in combating deforestation are 
also amplified by inadequate land governance and the 
complexities in land ownership that exist in many parts of the 
Asia-Pacific region. Intensifying land use competition, due to 
rising population to accommodate agriculture intensification 
and urban sprawl, comes at the expense of forest land 
conversion – and is prevalent in this region. 

©
F
A

O
/Y

u
rd

i 
Y

a
sm

i



Contact
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
39 Phra Athit Road, Bangkok 10200, Thailand
Thomas Hofer – thomas.hofer@fao.org
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What does FAO do to attain sustainable  
forest management?
FAO provides policy support to enable member countries  
to develop a path that leads to sustainable forest 
management. The facilitation and exchange of information 
and knowledge are regularly conducted through the  
Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission (APFC), in which FAO 
serves as the Secretariat. Under its auspices, several 
technical networks have been established to cater to specific 
technical needs. Among these are the Asia-Pacific Forest 
Policy Think Tank, Asia-Pacific Forest Invasive Species 
Network, TEAKNet, Asia-Pacific Forest Communications 
Network, and Kids-to-Forests. Moreover, FAO supports the 
production of up-to-date and quality research, such as the 
Asia-Pacific Forest Sector Outlook Study, to feed into the 
discourse and decisions on forest management in the region.

Putting policy into practice grounds FAO’s technical support 
and makes it applicable to the needs of member countries. 
Field projects are implemented to address a diverse range 
of forestry-related issues. These include forests and climate 
change (e.g. REDD+), forests and natural disasters, forest 
and landscape restoration, forest monitoring, participatory 
forestry, agroforestry, watershed management, Forest 
Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT), and 
integrated natural resources management. 

What more needs to be done?
Raising awareness on the important role of forests and trees 
is needed to better develop the trails leading towards greater 
sustainable development. Continuous and smart engagement 
with stakeholders, not only with governments, but also 
civil society, the private sector, smallholder farmers, urban 
planners, indigenous peoples, women, and youth to create 
an enabling environment and opportunities for sustainable 
markets, investments, and partnerships that benefit 
forests, trees, and people. Greater efforts in strengthening 
and generating quantitative and qualitative analysis for 
better forest management and providing evidence-based 
information to policy-makers are also required. Cross-sector 
coordination and harmonizing national agenda to address 
intergovernmental agreements for forests, agriculture, land 
degradation, biodiversity, disaster risk reduction and the 
impact of climate-related impacts are also an important 
way forward. Meantime, integrated land use planning is 
needed to unlock the potential of creating sustainable 
forests, agriculture, and cities. Critically, mechanisms are 
needed to promote and ensure that inclusive approaches 
in all interventions and development strategies are properly 
engaged with all stakeholders so that no one is left behind.

Asia-Pacific Forestry Sector Outlook Study –  
2030 and beyond
The demand of society on forests has continuously 
changed. Initially, forests were mainly seen as resources  
for timber. Over time, the role of forests has expanded 
as our society expects various economic, social and 
environmental products and services from the forests. 
Forests now are seen as a component of broader 
landscapes. The interconnectedness of forests to other 
sectors has become much more understood. Also, there is 
a better appreciation of the environmental and cultural role 
of forests. Looking into the future, it is very important for 
governments, organizations, the private sector and other 
stakeholders to understand the roles of forests and forestry 
in the next decades. This will help them in designing their 
interventions, investments and strategic planning. 

In the past, in collaboration with governments and 
partners, FAO has undertaken regional and global outlook 
studies to assess how the future is likely to unfold and 
to identify challenges and opportunities that are likely 
to emerge. FAO completed the first Asia-Pacific Forestry 
Sector Outlook Study (APFSOS I) in 1998 and APFSOS II in 
2010. Governments appreciated the results of the studies 
as they used them for strategic planning at national 
and sub-national levels. Policy dialogues involving key 
stakeholders such as the private sector, international 
organizations, donors, youth, etc. on issues such as 
investment, partnership and priorities in the forestry 
sector were also informed by the results of these studies. 
Additionally, various organizations have used the studies 
for research and capacity building.  

While the broad trends outlined in APFSOS II are still valid, 
there is a need to discuss and provide an overview of the 
probable paths of forestry development to the year 2030 
and beyond. APFSOS III will consider the implications 
of new international frameworks and agreements, new 
technologies, the role of youth in the future, the changing 
pace of globalization, the importance of environmental 
services and conservation, etc. It is possible  
that all of these factors could see  
forestry taking a very different  
trajectory than has been  
visualised in the past.   
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