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 Cox ’s Bazar has suffered ex tensive destruction of forestland s as a 
result of the m assive influx  of Roh ing y a refug ee in Bang ladesh. 
Bang ladesh Forest Departm ent (BFD) recog nized the necessity of land 
restoration in and around the Roh ing y a cam ps. Th is series of FAO  
m aps sh ow the deg radation of forest land s and restoration activities for 
the area.  
Sentinel 2 m ultispectral 10 m  im ag es w ith m ax im um  cloud cover of 10 
percent were used to determ ine norm alized d ifference veg etation index  
(NDVI) in Feb ruary 2017 and ag ain in Feb ruary 2018. Based on the 
NDVI values, five b road land cover classes were delineated 
 Water 
 settlem ent  
 b are land  
 sparse veg etation 
 dense veg etation 

Different levels of land deg radation were identified th roug h out Cox 's 
Bazar South Forest Division in the tw o m apping  occurrences. The tw o 
sets of data were then overlaid to com pare land cover chang es over the 
one year period. Finally, the resulting  land cover chang es were 
assig ned to the follow ing  land deg radation categ ories:  
 Hig h - dense veg etation to b are land, settlem ent, or water;  
 Med ium  - sparse veg etation to b are land, settlem ent, or water;  
 Low - dense veg etation to sparse veg etation. 
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