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Introduction  

The FAO Corporate Statistical Programme of Work (SPW) provides an overview and a detailed 
description of the statistical activities carried out by all FAO divisions active in the field of 
statistics.  

The first SPW was compiled in 2010 with the scope of providing a clear overview of ongoing 
statistical work at FAO. Since then it has become a regular activity.  

This is the fifth version of the FAO Statistical Programme of Work and it covers the 2018–2019 
biennium.  

1. Statistics at FAO 

Statistics is a core function of FAO and represents a highly visible area of the Organization’s 
work. The heightened emphasis on evidence-based decision-making in governments and 
organizations at all levels puts a greater focus on the role of statistics and the part it must play 
in measuring and monitoring progress towards national and international development goals 
and targets. Allied to appropriate policies, sound and timely statistics are instrumental in 
making a positive impact on the lives of poor and vulnerable people.  

The FAO Statistical System works at the forefront of these issues and plays an essential role 
in helping FAO Member countries to eradicate hunger and promote the sustainable use of 
natural resources by making informed decisions through access to high quality data.  

FAO is recognized as having a fundamental global role in providing data for global monitoring, 
developing methods and standards for food and agriculture statistics and providing technical 
assistance services. In addition to maintaining the collection, processing and dissemination of 
existing data series, there are increasing demands for new statistics and for advanced 
integration of data and information.  

FAO plays a leading role in implementing the 2030 Agenda as the custodian for 21 Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDGs) indicators and contributing agency to a further four indicators, 
accounting, in total, for about one tenth of the entire SDG indicator framework. As a custodian 
agency, FAO is responsible for providing capacity development to national statistical agencies; 
working on methodological development, testing and documentation; collecting data from 
national sources and compiling regional and global aggregates and contributing to monitoring 
and reporting and global level. 

2. FAO Statistical System  

Since 2015, FAO’s decentralized statistical system has operated under the broad oversight of 
the Chief Statistician and in 2017, the Office of the Chief Statistician (OCS) was established to 
provide technical leadership and guidance on how statistical activities should be carried out 
at FAO in order to meet the quality standards defined in the FAO Statistics Quality Assurance 
Framework (SQAF). In addition, the OCS focuses on FAO’s role as custodian for 21 SDG 
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indicators, the coordination of crosscutting statistical functions, and their contribution to 
FAO’s Strategic Framework. Appendix 3 contains a detailed overview of the OCS work 
programme. 

The Chief Statistician is supported by the Interdepartmental Working Group (IDWG) on 
Statistics that constitutes a coordination mechanism with the recognized authority to make 
decisions of corporate relevance. The membership comprises all units within FAO concerned 
with the collection, processing, analysis and dissemination of statistics, including the Regional 
Offices. It promotes interdivisional coordination and cooperation on statistical programmes, 
as well as corporate consistency and alignment in statistical practices.  

3. The FAO Statistical Programme Of Work  

The FAO Statistical Programme of Work (SPW) provides an overview of the key outputs, 
activities, priorities and areas for development in statistics. It is intended for both internal and 
external use, as a quick guide to the substantial and complex FAO Statistical System.  

The SPW is an important tool for improving internal transparency and coordination, as well 
as the external visibility of the FAO Statistical System, and for achieving effective coordination 
and stimulating joint efforts among international organizations in many areas.  

As in the previous version, activities in SPW 2017–18 are coded according to the Classification 
of Statistical Activities (CSA). The use of this classification facilitates information exchange 
with other international organizations and also provides a means of identifying 
complementary (and potentially overlapping) activities, as well as areas where there is a 
potential for joint ventures and specialization.  

4. The Quality Assurance And Planning Survey  

Since SPW 2016-17, the information used to compile the SPW is collected through the Quality 
Assessment and Planning Survey (QAPS), an internal survey carried out by the Office of Chief 
Statistician at the beginning of each biennium. The survey is administered through an online 
tool designed to gather comprehensive information on all of FAO’s statistical activities, both 
ongoing and planned, as well as on how they are being carried out. In particular, the 2018-19 
QAPS edition is organized around four statistical functions, which are investigated through 
the following questionnaires:  

1. Data Collection, Processing and Dissemination (QAPS questionnaire # 1) 
This questionnaire covers all FAO statistical activities for the production, processing and 
the dissemination of statistics. One of the modalities of data dissemination consists in the 
production of Statistical Publications (bulletins, statistical yearbooks, etc.), where key 
data and indicators are tabled and analysed with the objective of informing decision-
makers, the media and the public at large. 
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2. Statistical Standards (QAPS questionnaire # 4)   
FAO activities related to the development of methods and standards for food and 
agriculture statistics, at both internal and international level, are covered by this 
questionnaire. 

3. Statistical Capacity Development (QAPS questionnaire # 5)  
This includes FAO activities aimed at improving member countries’ capacity to collect and 
disseminate basic food and agricultural data and, more generally, to strengthen and 
develop the technical skills and competencies of national statisticians. 

4. Statistical Coordination and Governance (QAPS questionnaire # 6)  
This questionnaire covers all the activities related to the internal coordination of FAO 
statistical work, as well as the coordination of statistical activities with international 
partners. 

In addition to using results to compile the SPW, the QAPS is also used to assess the compliance 
of FAO statistical activities dealing with the production and dissemination of statistics to the 
FAO Statistics Quality Assurance Framework (SQAF). This evaluation is essentially a self-
assessment exercise, as it is based on input provided by the officers responsible for the 
activities. The information collected is also used to support adherence to the accountability 
framework for FAO’s statistical activities (FAO Administrative Circular 2015/22), which gives 
the Chief Statistician responsibility for ensuring consistency, reducing duplication of efforts 
and guaranteeing the quality of FAO data. This includes approving the recruitment of 
consultants, the issuance of questionnaires for data collection at country level, and the 
clearance of field projects, which have a statistical component. 

During the last biennium, significant efforts were made to use the information collected in 
the QAPS to improve several aspects of the FAO Statistical System. Between 2016 and 2017 
substantial progress was made to streamline FAO data collection activities (questionnaires), 
in order to ensure greater consistency and to reduce the reporting burden on FAO member 
countries. To this end, a detailed review of all data collection activities was undertaken, and 
a considerable amount of time was dedicated to improving the quality and timeliness of FAO 
questionnaires. This has included the joint-mail out of several questionnaires and the 
harmonization of country focal point details, which has marked progress in the reduction of 
the number of data requests being sent to countries. 

In addition, the promotion of the adoption of common standards and classifications has 
continued to improve the quality of FAO data. Using the results of the last QAPS, statistical 
processes have been identified to receive an in-depth review and programme of support, in 
order to further increase the quality of FAO data.  
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5. Statistical Programme of Work (2017-18): Key Facts 

Data were collected between April and May 2018 using a web-based tool, which incorporated 
the feedback received from the previous exercise. As in the previous SPW, participation in the 
exercise was outstanding, and a total of 208 activities1 were reported. This marks a 10 
percent increase compared to the previous round. In particular, there was a notable growth 
in the number of activities reported by Regional Offices, reflecting efforts made by the OCS 
to ensure greater coverage in the exercise. The full list is provided in Appendix 1 of this section 
and detailed descriptions are provided in Section 2.  

Activities by function  
 
About 50 percent of the completed questionnaires refer to data collection, processing and 
dissemination. Activities related to the development of statistical standards represent 16 
percent of the completed questionnaires, and capacity development projects account for 18 
percent. About 14 percent of the questionnaires relate to statistical coordination projects. 

As mentioned above, there was a 10 percent increase in activities reported in the QAPS 2018-
19. It should be highlighted that 35 percent of the new activities relate to statistical capacity 
development projects, which reflects the increased participation from the regional offices. 
There is also a significant increase in activities for the development of statistical standards 
and coordination; this is mainly due to the establishment of the OCS, which focuses on 
improving coordination within the FAO statistical system (see Annex 3).  

Figure 1: Share of Activities by Function  

 

                                                 
1 It should be noted that in some cases a single questionnaire was used to document a set of very similar 
statistical activities. However, for reporting purposes, the data from one completed QAPS questionnaire are 
considered as referring to a single ‘comprehensive’ statistical activity. 
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Activities by FAO respondent unit2 
 
FAO has a decentralized statistical system at Headquarters (HQs), with Regional Statisticians 
and FAO Country Representatives playing an important role in the statistical development in 
FAO member countries. In this round, efforts were successfully focused upon ensuring 
increased participation of Regional Offices. 

The Statistics Division (ESS) is the largest overall contributor, undertaking 28.8 percent of the 
total activities reported. The Office of the Chief Statistician (OCS) is responsible for 15.9 
percent of the activities recorded, followed by the Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy and 
Resources Division (FIA) with 14.9 percent. The Forestry Policy and Resources Division (FOA) 
and the Trade and Markets Division (EST) represent 9.1 percent and 4.8 percent of the 
activities, respectively. The other divisions in the Economic and Social Development 
Department (ES) (Nutrition and Food Systems Division (ESN), Agricultural Development 
Economics Division (ESA) and Social Policies and Rural Institutions Division (ESP)) reported 6.7 
percent of the total activities. The remaining respondents at Headquarters (Animal 
Production and Health Division (AGA), the Plant Production and Protection Division (AGP), the 
Land and Water Division (CBL), the Information Technology Division (CIO), and the Office for 
Corporate Communication (OCC)) represent 5.3 percent of the total. The regional and country 
offices contribute to 14.4 percent of the activities. 

Table 1: Number of statistical questionnaires completed by FAO respondent unit and function 

  Data Output Standards Cap.Dev. Governance Total 
 

AGA 4 0 0 0 4 1.9% 

AGP 2 0 0 0 2 1.0% 

CBL 2 0 1 0 3 1.4% 

CIO 1 0 0 0 1 0.5% 

ESA 6 0 0 0 6 2.9% 

ESN 3 1 0 1 5 2.4% 

ESP 3 0 0 0 3 1.4% 

ESS 38 10 8 4 60 28.8% 

EST 9 1 0 0 10 4.8% 

FIA 24 5 1 1 31 14.9% 

FOA 9 4 4 2 19 9.1% 

OCC 1 0 0 0 1 0.5% 

OCS 4 13 0 16 33 15.9% 

RAF 0 0 4 1 5 2.4% 

RAP 0 0 8 1 9 4.3% 

REU 0 0 7 0 7 3.4% 

RLC 0 0 2 1 3 1.4% 

RNE 0 0 3 3 6 2.9% 

Total 106 34 38 30 208 
 

 
51.0% 16.3% 18.3% 14.4% 

 

 
 

                                                 
2 In this reporting exercise, activities are attributed to one single division (the leading division) even when they 
are carried out in collaboration with other units in order to avoid double counting. In the next section, data on 
the degree of cooperation between FAO divisions or with regional offices are provided.  
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Cooperation between FAO divisions or regional offices 
 
About 65% of the activities involve cooperation between two or more FAO technical 
divisions/regional offices. The majority of these activities relate to data output (46), followed 
by capacity development (38), statistical standards (34) and governance (30). Among the FAO 
divisions most active in statistics, those with a high proportion of their activities carried out 
in cooperation with other divisions or regional offices, are mainly ESS, FOA and OCS. As 
expected, regional offices undertake a significant number of their activities in collaboration 
with other FAO Divisions. 
 
Activities by FAO Strategic Objective  
 
Regarding the distribution of activities under the FAO Strategic Framework, out of 204 
activities where this information was provided, 155 fall under a single strategic objective (SO) 
or technical objective, while 52 report under multiple SOs (Figure 3).  
 
In terms of activities falling under a single strategic objective, two thirds (103) of them come 
under one of the five strategic objectives, and one third (54) relate to objective 6, which 
broadly covers the production and dissemination of global public goods. 
 
Amongst the activities that fall under a single SO, the majority of the activities come under 
objective 6, outcome 2 (Quality of FAO statistics to support evidence-based decision making 
at all levels), followed by strategic objective 2 (Make agriculture, forestry and fisheries more 
productive and sustainable, strategic objective 4 (Enable Inclusive and efficient agricultural 
and food systems), strategic objective 1 (Help eliminate hunger, food insecurity and 
malnutrition) and strategic objective 3 (Reduce rural poverty). Only three activities were 
reported under strategic objective 5 (Increase the resilience of livelihoods to threats and 
crises).  
Figure 2: Number of activities by FAO Strategic Objective 
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In terms of the relationship between statistical function and strategic objective, it is of note 
that activities relating to data collection, processing and dissemination fall mainly under SO2, 
SO4 and O6. Statistical standards are principally covered by O6. The majority of the capacity 
development activities reported are organized under SO2. Finally, as expected, statistical 
coordination activities are predominantly planned under O6, with a very small number of 
these activities taking place elsewhere across the strategic framework. 
 
Table 2: Activities by SO and function 

  SO1 SO2 SO3 SO4 SO5 O6 Multiple SO 

Data output 8 32 4 16 2 12 28 

Statistical standards 1 4 3 3 0 19 4 

Capacity develop. 7 13 3 0 1 6 8 

Governance 1 2 1 0 0 20 6 

Total 17 51 11 19 3 57 46 

 
 
Activities and SDG indicators  
 
There are 49 activities which relate to the SDG indicators. The majority refer to data output 
(43%) and capacity development (43%), followed by governance (8%) and methods and 
standards (6%).  

ESS undertakes the greatest number of activities, which involve data collection and 
methodological work on SDG indicators, while capacity development is mostly carried out by 
regional offices. As mentioned in the introduction to this document, and in detail in Annex 3, 
the Office of the Chief Statistician is responsible for the overall coordination of FAO’s activities 
relating to the 21 indicators for which it is custodian.  

The activities reported in the QAPS mainly concern 18 indicators3. Activities relating to Tier I 
indicators are recorded under data output and capacity development, while the 
methodological work is focused on Tier II and Tier III indicators.   

Activities related to gender statistics 
 
For the first time a module on gender was integrated into the QAPS 2018-19. In terms of data 
outputs, 13 statistical activities already compute sex-disaggregated statistics but only seven 
of them disseminate externally them; three processes only disseminate the data internally, 
whilst another three processes, being new activities, will generate sex-disaggregated data in 
the future. Sex-disaggregated statistics are disseminated through databases website and/or 
yearbooks and flagship publications. 

Furthermore, 10 capacity development activities, which include gender as a statistical domain 
were also reported. Seven of these ten activities are related to one or more SDG indicators. 
Four gender related activities were reported in development of statistical standards and, 
finally, one gender-related activity falls under statistical coordination and governance.

                                                 
3 No statistical activity related to SDG indicators 14.6.1, 14.7.1 and 15.4.2 was reported in the QAPS 2018. 
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Annex 1: Fao Units That Contributed to The QAPS 
 
Animal Production and Health Division (AGA) 

Plant Production and Protection Division (AGP) 

Land and Water Division (CBL) 

Information Technology Division (CIO)  

Agricultural Development Economics Division (ESA) 

Nutrition and Food Systems Division (ESN) 

Social Policies and Rural Institutions Division (ESP) 

Statistics Division (ESS) 

Trade and Markets Division (EST) 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy and Resources Division (FIA) 

Forestry Policy and Resources Division (FOA) 

Office of Corporate Communication (OCC) 

Office of the Chief Statistician (OCS) 

Regional Office for Africa (RAF) 

Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP) 

Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia (REU) 

Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (RLC) 

Regional Office for the Near East and North Africa (RNE) 
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Annex 2: Programme of Work of The OCS (2018-19) 

This note provides a brief overview of the Programme of Work of the OCS for 2018-19. Further 
information on the work plan for the biennium can be found in Section 2 of this document, 
which includes detailed descriptions of all ongoing statistical activities at FAO. 

Quality Assurance & Planning 
 

Two key outputs under this area of work are the Quality Assessment & Planning Survey (QAPS) 
2018-19 and this Statistical Programme of Work 2018-19, which is based on the QAPS. The 
compliance of the FAO statistical activities to Statistics Quality Assurance Framework (SQAF) 
is also assessed through these results. Following the results of the QAPS, the OCS team will 
undertake a detailed evaluation of the statistical activities reported and select a number of 
activities that will be assisted in developing improvement plans. In 2018-19, the work on 
streamlining data collection activities will continue, with a particular focus on implementing 
a strategy for reducing data collection overlaps.  

Norms, Standards and Classifications 
 

One of the priorities in this area is to continue to develop the FAO Statistical Standard Series 
to ensure the implementation of quality principles and the harmonization of statistical 
methods and practices at FAO corporate level. 

In addition, work will also continue on the review and revision of international statistical 
classifications in cooperation with other international agencies, such as the UN Statistics 
Division and the World Customs Organization. In particular, OCS will be coordinating FAO 
input in the revision of the following classifications: HS, COICOP, CPC and Land Use & Land 
Cover. OCS will also promote the inclusion of FAO Classifications in the UN International 
Classifications Family. 

Corporate Monitoring and Reporting 
 

The OCS is responsible for the design and continuous update of the FAO Results Framework 
and for the reporting of the Strategic Objective (SO) and Outcome level indicators at 
corporate level. In 2018, the results of the Corporate Outcome Survey 2017 and of the 
Corporate Monitoring and Reporting assessment for the MTP 2014-17 will be analysed in 
close collaboration with SP teams, OSP, Regional and Country offices and presented to FAO 
members and governing bodies.  

On the basis of the lessons learned, the FAO Results Framework for the MTP 2018-21 will be 
revised and work will start for planning and designing the new Corporate Outcome Survey 
that will be carried out at the end of 2019. In particular, efforts will be made to ensure that 
the COA results are used for planning purposes (feeding into the new generation of Country 
Programming Frameworks). Moreover, the formulation of the Outcome indicators will be 
harmonized, and their methodology improved; the COA questionnaire, the software for the 
data collection and the relevant documentation (training materials, manuals, presentations 
etc.) will be revised accordingly. In parallel, a common approach for the policy and legislation 
review will be adopted, in order to ensure the consistency and completeness of the reviews. 
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Text mining/web scrapping tools and methods used by the other international organizations 
will be adapted to the FAO needs, with the objective of improving the quality of the review 
process and reducing its resource implications.  

 
SDG Indicators 
 

As mentioned in the introduction to this document, FAO has been designated as custodian 
agency for 21 SDG indicators, and it also contributes to a further 4 indicators, accounting, in 
total, for about one tenth of the entire SDG indicator framework. The main OCS activities 
include:  
Coordination: In order to fully meet all the responsibilities of a custodian agency for such a 
vast number of indicators a strong coordination mechanism of all the FAO units involved has 
been established with Sub-Group on SDG indicators of the Interdepartmental Working Group 
on Statistics. In 2018-19 the activities of the different units working on SDG indicators will 
continue to be closely coordinated. Meetings of SDG focal points will be regularly organized 
where relevant information is going to be shared, discussed and follow-up actions 
coordinated with the aim of maintaining a streamlined and effective network. In addition, the 
OCS will coordinate the implementation of the new MDF catalytic fund and the Multi-Donor 
Umbrella Programme for scaling up capacity development support on SDG indicators.  

Completing the methodological work on Tier III indicators: Work will continue in 2018 to 
reclassify the remaining SDG indicators under FAO custodianship still classified in the Tier III 
category. The OCS will lead a series of steps towards the development of an internationally 
agreed methodology, including organizing expert workshops to craft new methodological 
approaches and definitions; pilot studies to test the methodologies and sometimes new data 
collection tools in the field; global consultations to vet the methodological proposals with the 
international statistical community and negotiations with the IAEG-SDG for the endorsement 
of the proposals. As a result of this work, it is expected that by the end of 2018, all the SDG 
indicators in the Tier III category will be upgraded. Moreover, FAO units will be supported in 
establishing high quality data collection and compilation procedures for the new SDG 
indicators. 

Training workshops: OCS will continue to organize in-depth training workshops at global and 
regional levels to strengthen the capacity of NSOs and national statistical systems to produce 
timely and reliable data to monitor the SDG indicators under FAO custodianship. These 
training courses will help the participants to acquire greater understanding of: a) the role of 
FAO in monitoring the SDGs; b) the methodology for the compilation of the SDG indicators; 
and c) the international process for data reporting. These workshops are expected to enlarge 
the pool of SDG monitoring experts and to facilitate the provision of technical assistance to 
countries in need through South-South cooperation.  

E-learning courses: In order to further provide universal access to training material on the 
SDG indicators, FAO is developing specific e-learning courses. Nine courses have already been 
published online, and a further eight are expected to be released before the end of 2018. 
Moreover, while the courses are currently available only in English, it is planned to translate 
them into all official UN languages during the year. 

Direct technical assistance: The training initiatives will be increasingly complemented with 
direct country technical assistance missions to ensure that the SDG indicators under FAO 
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custodianship are adopted by the national statistical systems and produced on a regular basis.  
These missions will also help establish a network of national SDG indicator focal points to 
ensure a smooth data reporting to FAO. This activity is done with the support of the FAO 
Regional Statisticians. 

SDG Reporting: The corporate platform established in September 2017 that provides 
comprehensive information to all external users on the SDG indicators under FAO 
custodianship will be further developed and constantly updated. For each indicator, more 
detailed information will be provided on statistical methods, data collection tools, focal 
points, statistical capacity development initiatives and e-learning courses. National, regional, 
and global-level data will be constantly updated and made accessible through interactive 
visualization tools. In 2018-19, the OCS will continue to assist with the global reporting and 
will ensure timely and coordinated inputs are provided to the IAEG-SDG process and to the 
UNSD global SDG database. 

Development of an SDG compliant results framework for the private sector: This is a new 
activity in 2018, which aims to produce a reference SDG indicator framework for food and 
agriculture for the private sector, as well as guidelines to ensure SDG compliance by 
companies and investors. This implies undertaking a review of existing private-sector specific 
indicators and possibly the integration of new indicators. 

Communication 
 

As mentioned above, in 2018-19, one key area of work of the OCS involves the communication 
of the FAO-relevant SDG indicators. This includes the improvement and update of the SDG 
dissemination portal, ensuring consistency with the submissions to UNSD and other 
databases on FAO.org. OCS communication activities also include the dissemination of SDG 
products and services, such as e-learning, workshops, videos, new data series, publications, 
etc. through a Social media campaign (FAO and SDG Twitter account), the promotion of key 
products on relevant webpages of FAO.org and intranet, FAO newsletters, External platforms, 
FAO SDG E-alerts etc. The team will also be working on improving the FAO Statistics webpage 
and subpages and Statistical Coordination Portal, which is an internal tool and a resource for 
people working in the field of statistics at FAO. It provides access to technical information on 
ongoing and past work, and an entry point to the Statistics Technical Network and discussion 
Forum. Work on improving internal communications will also be ongoing during the new 
biennium. 
 
Governance 
 

Since 2015, FAO’s decentralized statistical system has operated under the broad oversight of 
the Chief Statistician and in 2017, the Office of the Chief Statistician (OCS) was established to 
provide technical leadership and guidance on how statistical activities should be carried out 
at FAO in order to meet the quality standards defined in the FAO Statistics Quality Assurance 
Framework (SQAF). In addition, the OCS focuses on FAO’s role as custodian for 21 SDG 
indicators, the coordination of crosscutting statistical functions, and their contribution to 
FAO’s Strategic Framework.  

Interdepartmental Working Group (IDWG) on Statistics:  The Chief Statistician is supported by 
the IDWG on Statistics that constitutes a coordination mechanism with the recognized 
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authority to make decisions of corporate relevance. The membership comprises all units 
within FAO concerned with the collection, processing, analysis and dissemination of statistics, 
including the Regional Offices. It promotes interdivisional coordination and cooperation on 
statistical programmes, as well as corporate consistency and alignment in statistical practices. 
Throughout 2018 and 2019, the OCS will continue to service the monthly meetings of the 
IDWG providing the supporting documentation for its decisions. 

Accountability Framework: The accountability framework FAO’s statistical activities (FAO 
Administrative Circular 2015/22) includes the review and approval of FAO’s statistical 
activities and of consultants’ terms of references and vacancy announcements for FAO 
Statisticians. These responsibilities are carried out by the Chief Statistician with significant 
support from the IDWG on Statistics. The framework applies to all divisions across the 
organization whose activities include statistics and concerns both ongoing and new activities. 
In 2018, the Office of the Chief Statistician will continue to promote adherence to the 
accountability framework, with a particular focus on ensuring corporate consistency, reducing 
duplication of efforts and guaranteeing the quality of FAO data.  

Mainstreaming statistics into the FAO Project Cycle: As part of the OCS mandate to improve 
the coordination FAO statistical activities, two questions have been introduced into the FAO 
Field Programme Management System (FPMIS), to capture the statistical component of 
projects during the formulation phase. These projects require formal review by the Chief 
Statistician, which means that the team can assess the need for guidance and support during 
the formulation and implementation of the statistical components of the project. It also 
means that the OCS has greater oversight of ongoing statistical efforts in the field. This is a 
new activity in 2018. 

Mainstreaming gender statistics at FAO corporate: In 2018-19, efforts will be made to 
promote the dissemination of sex-disaggregated data in FAO databases. A starting point for 
this work has been the integration of a module on gender into the QAPS 2018-19 which assess 
the extent to which FAO databases and communication tools are gender sensitive. 

Corporate policy on data dissemination: In the new biennium, the OCS team will also focus 
on ensuring that all FAO databases are open data compliant. In addition, a customer 
satisfaction survey and a catalogue of FAO databases will be developed, and a DDI compliant 
microdata archive will be established to disseminate globally country dataset of agricultural 
censuses and surveys. 
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Annex 3: Activity List by CSA Code 

CSA 
code 

Title of Activity Division 

0 FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION STATISTICS  

0.1 Food supply, utilization accounts and food balance sheets  

0.1 Supply Utilization Accounts (SUA) and Food Balance Sheets (FBS) including loss/waste data ESS 

0.1 Supply Utilization Accounts (SUAs) and Food Balance Sheet (FBS) of fish and fishery products FIA 

0.2 Food security and undernourishment  

0.2 Urban and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs); urban food security surveys; urban food security 
rapid assessments 

ESA 

0.2 Food security statistics ESS 

0.2 Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES) data collection ESS 

0.2 Loss data estimations and computation of the Global Food Loss Index (GFLI) ESS 

0.2 Definition of a Global Food Loss Index and related data imputation model in relation to Strategic 
Programme 4 and SDG 12.3 

ESS 

0.3 Nutrition and food composition  

0.3 Collection and compilation of compositional data of foods ESN 

0.3 FAO/WHO Global Individual Food consumption data Tool - FAO/WHO GIFT ESN 

1 DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL STATISTICS  

1.1 Population and demography  

1.1 Migration and Livelihood Profiling ESP 

1.1 Dissemination of Population data in FAOSTAT ESS 

1.2 Labour  

1.2 Dissemination of labour statistics in FAOSTAT ESS 

1.2 Global fisheries and aquaculture employment statistics  FIA 

1.6 Social Protection  

1.6 Resilience Surveys in Somalia ESA 

1.6 Survey Data Collection for the Impact Evaluation of UN Joint Programme for Accelerating Progress 
towards the Economic Empowerment of Rural Women in Ethiopia (UNJP-RWEE) 

ESP 

2 ECONOMIC STATISTICS  

2.1 Macroeconomic statistics  

2.1 Macro-Indicators ESS 

2.1 Annual Exchange Rates ESS 

2.1 FAOSTAT Deflators database ESS 

2.4 Sectoral statistics (agriculture, forestry and fisheries)  

2.4 Gridded Livestock of the World (GLW)/Global Livestock Impact Mapping System (GLIMS) AGA 

2.4 Price incentive and public expenditures monitoring indicators ESA 

2.4 International merchandise trade of food and agricultural products, and mirror statistics ESS 

2.4 Agricultural Production Data Compilation ESS 

2.4 Agriculture Capital Stock Database ESS 
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2.4 Country Investment Statistics Profiles in agriculture ESS 

2.4 Credit to Agriculture ESS 

2.4 Development Flows to Agriculture (DFA) ESS 

2.4 Foreign Direct Investment in Agriculture (FDI) ESS 

2.4 Government Expenditure on Agriculture (GEA) ESS 

2.4 Pilot data collection on new crops production ESS 

2.4 Damages and losses in agriculture from natural hazards and international harmonized information 
system on natural disaster impact 

ESS 

2.4 Country Balance Sheets (XCBS) EST 

2.4 Country Cereal Balance Sheets (CCBS) EST 

2.4 Commercial trade data for all Low-Income Food-Deficit Countries (LIFDCs) and other African and 
Asian countries 

EST 

2.4 Global food aid transactions EST 

2.4 Global aquaculture production FIA 

2.4 Global capture fisheries production FIA 

2.4 Global fishery and aquaculture production FIA 

2.4 Global production and trade of fisheries and aquaculture commodities statistics FIA 

2.4 Disposition of fishery and aquaculture production FIA 

2.4 Global fishing fleet statistics FIA 

2.4 Value of capture fisheries statistics FIA 

2.4 Regional capture production databases FIA 

2.4 Conversion factors to live weight equivalent of fish and fishery products FIA 

2.4 Fisheries and Resources Monitoring System (FIRMS) FIA 

2.4 Atlas of tuna and billfish catches  FIA 

2.4 Global Tuna Catches by Stock  FIA 

2.4 Fishing footprint and fishing effort FIA 

2.4 Small-scale fisheries FIA 

2.4 Data availability and gaps on socio-economic aspects related to forests and trees FOA 

2.4 Global forest products statistics on production and trade FOA 

2.4 Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) FOA 

2.4 Recovered paper data survey FOA 

2.4 The Second Report on the State of the World's Forest Genetic Resources (SoW-FGR-2) FOA 

2.4 Monitoring the implementation of the Global Plan of Action on forest genetic resources FOA 

2.4 Survey on installed pulp and paper production capacities FOA 

2.4 Quantifying the contributions of Non-Wood Forest Products (NWFPs) to diets and livelihoods FOA 

2.4 Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) - Methods FOA 

2.7 Prices  

2.7 Price Monitoring System ESA 

2.7 Consumer price indices and food price indices ESS 

2.7 Producer prices and indices of agricultural commodities ESS 

2.7 FAO Food Price Index and FAO Commodity Price Indices EST 

2.7 Food Price Monitoring and Analysis: Indicator of Food Price Anomalies (IFPA) EST 

2.7 European fish price data FIA 
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3 ENVIRONMENT AND MULTIDOMAIN STATISTICS  

3.1 Environment statistics  

3.1 Domestic Animal Diversity Information System (DAD-IS) AGA 

3.1 Global Livestock Environmental Assessment Model (GLEAM) AGA 

3.1 World Information Sharing Mechanism for the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) 

AGP 

3.1 AQUASTAT CBL 

3.1 SoilSTAT CBL 

3.1 Fertilizers by Nutrient: Production, Trade, Agricultural Use, Other Uses ESS 

3.1 Fertilizers by Product: Production, Trade (COMTRADE), Agricultural Use, Other Uses ESS 

3.1 Pesticides trade ESS 

3.1 Pesticides Use ESS 

3.1 Land Cover ESS 

3.1 Agri-Environmental Indicators (AEI) ESS 

3.1 Temperature Change ESS 

3.1 Greenhouse Gas Emissions for Agriculture and Land Use ESS 

3.1 Land Use statistics ESS 

3.1 Agrometeorology/Remote Sensing Database (Seasonal vegetation Indicators, vegetation Indices, 
Precipitation) 

EST 

3.1 National Forest Monitoring FOA 

3.3 Multi-domain statistics and indicators  

3.3 Smallholders Data portrait ESA 

3.3 Gender and Land Rights Database (GLRD) ESP 

3.3 Rural Livelihood Information System- RuLIS ESS 

3.3 Rural Livelihoods Information System (RuLIS) - Methodology ESS 

3.3 Corporate Monitoring and Reporting OCS 

3.3 SDG compliant results framework for the private sector OCS 

3.4 Data dissemination, yearbooks and similar compendia  
3.4 Integrated food security phase classification (IPC) ESA 

3.4 Dissemination of official statistics using CountrySTAT ESS 

3.4 FAOSTAT ESS 

3.4 World Food and Agriculture Statistical Pocketbook 2018 ESS 

3.4 Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Database EST 

3.4 FishStatJ FIA 

3.4 FAO Yearbook of Fishery and Aquaculture Statistics FIA 

3.4 Fishery and aquaculture - online query panel FIA 

3.4 Fishery and Aquaculture Country Profiles FIA 

3.4 National Aquaculture Sector Overview (NASO) FIA 

3.4 World Aquaculture Performance Indicators (WAPI) FIA 

3.4 FAO country profiles OCC 
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3.4 SDG data dissemination portal OCS 

4 METHODOLOGY AND ANALYSES  

4.2 Statistical standards and classifications  
4.2 ASFIS List of species for fishery statistics purposes FIA 

4.2 International Standard Statistical Classification for Aquatic Animals and Plants (ISSCAAP) FIA 

4.2 International Standard Statistical Classification of Fisheries Commodities (ISSCFC) FIA 

4.2 International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishing Gear (ISSCFG) FIA 

4.2 International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishery Vessels (ISSCFV) by Vessel Types FIA 

4.2 FAO Classification and Definitions of Forest Products FOA 

4.2 Proposal for amending Harmonized System nomenclature 2022 edition (HS2022) FOA 

4.2 Development and review of statistical classifications for agriculture statistics OCS 

4.2 Standards on changing officially reported data OCS 

4.2 Standard on Classifications (Overall Document) OCS 

4.2 Standard on Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use OCS 

4.2  Standard on data editing and validation of input data OCS 

4.2  Standard on data revisions OCS 

4.2  Standard on FAO Statistics Business Process Model OCS 

4.2  Standard on imputation OCS 

4.2  Standard on questionnaire dispatch OCS 

4.2  Standard on common FAO external data sources OCS 

4.2  Standard on measuring user satisfaction OCS 

4.2 Coordination, review and dissemination of corporate standards and methods OCS 

4.3 Methodology for data sources and subject matters  
4.3 Guidelines and standards for food composition data ESN 

4.3 Methodological innovations in the domains of production, trade and food balance sheets for the 
new statistical working system (SWS) 

ESS 

4.3 Main Results and Metadata of the 2010 census round ESS 

4.3 Linking SEEA Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (SEEA AFF) to Ecosystem Services Accounting ESS 

4.3 Monitoring and review of methodologies used by countries in agricultural censuses and surveys in 
the WCA 2010 and 2020 rounds 

ESS 

4.3 FIES global reference standard ESS 

4.3 Identification and validation of methodology for monitoring SDG indicators 2.3.1 and 2.3.2 ESS 

4.3 Methodology for data collection on agricultural labour ESS 

4.3 FAO’s Statistical Working System Project - Phase III ESS 

4.3 Publication and translation of the World Programme for the Census of Agriculture 2020 (WCA 
2020), Volume 2 "Operational Guidelines" 

ESS 

4.3 National socioeconomic surveys in forestry: guidance and survey modules for measuring the 
multiple roles of forests in household welfare and livelihoods 

FOA 

4.5 Dissemination and data warehousing  
4.5 FAO corporate policy on data dissemination OCS 

4.7 Data Analysis  
4.7 Global assessments of animal genetic resources AGA 

4.7 Short-term (5 year) fertilizer nutrient (N, P, K) production and consumption AGP 

4.7 Evaluation of food components ESN 



19 
 

4.7 Quality analysis of Food Balance Sheet (FBS) statistics and the calculation of related aggregates and 
indices. Analysis of the Dietary Energy Supply (DES) in relation to the State of Food Security and 
Nutrition (SOFI) publication and SDG 2.1 

ESS 

4.7 Assessment of household food security ESS 

4.7 Voices of the Hungry Technical Reports ESS 

4.7 The State of Food Security and Nutrition the World (SOFI) ESS 

4.7 Crop Prospects and Food Situation – quarterly publication EST 

4.7 OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook EST 

4.7 State of the World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA Part 1) FIA 

5 STRATEGIC AND MANAGERIAL ISSUES  

5.2 Statistical programmes; coordination within statistical systems (within FAO)  
5.2 Quality Assessment and Planning Survey (QAPS) OCS 

5.2 Implementation of Administrative Circular 2015/22 OCS 

5.2 Statistics Coordination Portal, Statistics Technical Network and FAO Statistics webpage OCS 

5.2 Coordination of statistical activities related to SDG indicators OCS 

5.2 Coordination of the Interdepartmental Working Group (IDWG) on Statistics and the Technical Task 
Force 

OCS 

5.2 Mainstreaming gender statistics in FAO's statistics programme of work OCS 

5.2 Mainstreaming statistics in project cycle OCS 

5.2 SDG indicators Communication Portal OCS 

5.2 Regional Programme for Improving Gender Statistics for Agriculture and Rural Development RNE 

5.2 Monitoring and following up ESS questionnaires circulated to the MENA region for data collection RNE 

5.3 Quality frameworks and measurement of performance of statistical systems and 
offices 

 

5.3 FAOSTAT user satisfaction survey OCS 

5.3 Implementation of the Statistics Quality Assurance Framework (SQAF) to FAO statistical processes OCS 

5.3 Corporate Monitoring and Reporting OCS 

5.5 Management and development of technological resources (including standards for 
electronic data exchange and data sharing) 

 

5.5 Open Data Catalogue CIO 

5.6 Coordination of international statistical work  
5.6 International Food Data Conference (IFDC) and Coordination of INFOODS ESN 

5.6 Inter-secretariat Working Group on Household Surveys (ISWGHS) ESS 

5.6 Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics ESS 

5.6 Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP) FIA 

5.6 Annual meetings of the Inter-secretariat Working Group (IWG) on Forest Sector Statistics FOA 

5.6 Global Forest Resources Assessment - Coordination FOA 

5.6 Revision of international classifications OCS 

5.6 Inter-agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) OCS 

5.6 Expert Group on international statistical classifications OCS 

5.6 Committee of the Chief Statisticians of the United Nations System (CCS-UNS) OCS 

5.6 Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) OCS 

5.6 Secretariat Services to the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Food Security, Agricultural and Rural 
Statistics (IAEG-AG) 

OCS 
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5.6 26th African Commission on the Agricultural Statistics (AFCAS) in 2020 RAF 

5.6 Asia Pacific Commission on Agriculture Statistics (APCAS) RAP 

5.6 FAO/OEA-CIE/IICA Working Group on Agricultural and Livestock Statistics for Latin America and the 
Caribbean 

RLC 

5.7 Technical cooperation and capacity development  
5.7 AQUASTAT CBL 

5.7 Capacity Development activities for the SDG indicator 5.a.1 ESS 

5.7 Capacity development activities on Food balance Sheets ESS 

5.7 Capacity development on PoU and FIES methodologies and reporting on SDG indicators 2.1.1 and 
2.1.2. 

ESS 

5.7 Technical assistance to countries on agricultural censuses and surveys (using WCA 2020 standards) ESS 

5.7 Rural Livelihoods Information System (RuLIS) - Coordination ESS 

5.7 The Agricultural Integrated Survey Programme (AGRISurvey) ESS 

5.7 Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics ESS 

5.7 Statistical Capacity for Damage and Loss Assessment from Disasters in Agriculture ESS 

5.7 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Indicator 2.a.1 –  Agriculture Orientation Index for 
Government Expenditures 

ESS 

5.7 Capacity development on the collection of national fisheries socio-economic data FIA 

5.7 National forest inventories, monitoring of socio-economic aspects  FOA 

5.7 Capacity building workshops on forest products statistics FOA 

5.7 Global Forest Resources Assessment - Capacity Development FOA 

5.7 E-learning modules on national socio-economic surveys in forestry FOA 

5.7 Promotion of the WCA 2020 Volume 2 in Africa RAF 

5.7 Backstopping of the ongoing agricultural and livestock census projects in African countries RAF 

5.7 Agricultural census and integrated permanent system of agricultural statistics RAF 

5.7 Training workshop on monitoring of the Sustainable Development Goal SDG indicators  RAF 

5.7 Strengthening Capacity for Data Processing, Analysis and Management in Papua New Guinea RAP 

5.7 Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics RAP 

5.7 Technical Assistance to Agriculture Census-2018 in Bangladesh RAP 

5.7 Support to planning of technically sound Renewable Natural Resources (RNR) census in Bhutan RAP 

5.7 Support to monitoring Food Security and Sustainable Agriculture in the context of Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) 2 and 13 

RAP 

5.7 Technical Assistance for Planning of Agricultural Census 2018/19 in Lao PDR and Pakistan RAP 

5.7 Assistance for the first Timor-Leste Agricultural Census (TLAC) RAP 

5.7 Solomon Islands National Agriculture Livelihood Survey (SINALS) RAP 

5.7 Assistance to Committee on Statistics, under Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, in pilot testing AGRIS 

REU 

5.7 Assistance to National Statistics Office of Georgia in improving the current agricultural survey 
producing SDG indicators 

REU 

5.7 Capacity building for State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan in producing SDG 
indicators 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.c.1 and 6.4.1 

REU 

5.7 Assistance to the National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic in creating an updated list 
of farmers 

REU 

5.7 Assistance to the National Statistical Committee of the Republic of Belarus in preparation of the 
joint population and agricultural census in 2019 

REU 
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5.7 Assistance to the National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia in improving the current 
agricultural survey within the framework of the AGRIS project 

REU 

5.7 Capacity development of Statistics Sector in Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of 
Albania 

REU 

5.7 Technical Assistance to member countries in Latin America and the Caribbean to generate, analyze 
and disseminate food security, agricultural and rural statistics, including associated with 
Agricultural Censuses 

RLC 

5.7 Technical Assistance to countries in South America on the calculation of SDG indicators under FAO 
custody 

RLC 

5.7 Support to Enhancing Geospatial Data Management for Improved Agricultural Monitoring in 
Lebanon 

RNE 

5.7 Support to the Implementation of the Agricultural Census of Sudan RNE 

5.7 Capacity development for the government in Iraq in monitoring and reporting SDGs under FAO’s 
custody 

RNE 

5.7 Roundtable discussion for the WCA 2020 volume 2 in the MENA region RNE 
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and Description 
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1. Data Collection, Data Dissemination 

& Statistical Publications 
 

 

FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION STATISTICS 

Food supply, utilization accounts and food balance sheets 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 0.1 

Supply Utilization Accounts (SUA) and Food Balance Sheets (FBS) including loss/waste data 

Food balance sheets provide essential information on a country's food system through three 
components: (i) domestic food supply of the food commodities in terms of production, 
imports, and stock changes, (ii) domestic food utilization which, includes feed, seed, 
processing, losses, export, and other uses and (iii) per capita values for the supply of all food 
commodities (in kilograms per person per year) and the calories, protein, and fat content.  
Annual food balance sheets show the trends in the overall national food supply, disclose 
changes that may have taken place in the types of food consumed, and reveal the extent to 
which the food supply of the country is adequate, in relation to nutritional requirements. 
Food balance sheets provide other relevant statistics that can be used in designing and 
targeting policies to reduce hunger in countries. The import dependency ratio for food, which 
compares the quantities of food available for human consumption with those imported, 
indicates the extent to which a country depends upon imports to feed itself. The amount of 
food crops used for feeding livestock in relation to total crop production indicates the degree 
to which primary food resources are used to produce animal feed, which is useful information 
for analyzing livestock policies or patterns of agriculture. Data on per caput food supplies are 
an important element for projecting food demand, together with such other elements as 
income elasticity coefficients, projections of private consumption expenditure and 
population.  http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-trade/en/ 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 0.1 

Supply Utilization Accounts (SUAs) and Food Balance Sheet (FBS) of fish and fishery 
products 

The FBS of fish and fishery products provide an indicator of the relative contribution of the 
sector to the national, regional and global food security. The FBS and SUAs for fish and fishery 
products provide essential information on a country's fish food system, taking into account 
its domestic supply, utilization and total and per capita fish food supply as well as the calories, 
protein and fat content. The FBS and SUAs are calculated taking into account different fishery 
and aquaculture data (production, non-food uses, exports, imports and stocks). In addition, 
they also use population (source UN Population division) and nutrition data. The coverage 
includes more than 226 countries, with data divided by 78 commodities (with time series in 
product weight) for SUAs and currently eight species groups, but intended to be changed into 
ten species groups, standardized into live-weight equivalent for the FBS. An aggregated total 

http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-trade/en/


26 
 

is also calculated. Only FBS are disseminated through FishStatJ, FAO Yearbook of Fishery and 
Aquaculture and FAOSTAT. Data coverage is from 1961. 

In cooperation with ESS 

 

Food security and undernourishment 

Leading Division: ESA | CSA: 0.2 

Urban and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs); urban food security surveys; urban food 
security rapid assessments 

Household surveys for IDPs (13 main IDPs settlements) and some Urban areas, which follow 
SMART methodology. Rapid assessments are usually conducted in the remaining Urban areas. 
Analysis is then conducted on the sample to give an estimate of food access and food gaps. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 0.2 

Food security statistics 

Maintain the food security statistics domain under FAOSTAT and publish the suite of food 
security indicators in an Excel database, which is accessible online. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 0.2 

Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES) data collection 

Collection of FIES data through the Gallup World Poll for about 140 countries every year, to 
inform estimates of the Prevalence of Food Insecurity for SDG monitoring.  Started in 2014, it 
is expected to continue at least until 2018. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 0.2 

Loss data estimations and computation of the Global Food Loss Index (GFLI) 

This activity covers: finishing the development of a GFLI methodology and preparing the 
submission for the up-grade to SDG Tier II; re-developing a Food Loss imputation model to be 
used to impute losses in the SUA/FBS and estimating the GFLI in the absence of country data; 
compiling a dataset on food losses, writing and publishing technical papers; presenting the 
methodology; developing training material, and initiating the training of trainers.  
 
In cooperation with AGA, ESA, ESN, EST, FIA, RAP, REU, RLC 
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Nutrition and food composition 
 
Leading Division: ESN | CSA: 0.3 
Collection and compilation of compositional data of foods 

Collection and compilation of compositional data of foods (mainly nutrients and 
phytochemicals) from international scientific literature. The data are compiled according to 
international standards (mainly INFOODS) in an adapted version of the FAO/INFOODS 
Compilation Tool version 1.2.1. 

 

Leading Division: ESN | CSA: 0.3 

FAO/WHO Global Individual Food consumption data Tool - FAO/WHO GIFT 

FAO/WHO GIFT's goal is to collect, harmonize and disseminate dietary intake data, available 
at national and sub-national level, all over the world through an FAO hosted web-platform 
that is publicly available and free of charge. This platform, intended for use by both experts 
and a broader audience, aims to facilitate access to age and sex disaggregated quantitative 
data on individual food consumption and to provide high quality food-based nutrition and 
food safety indicators that can trigger targeted policies to improve diet quality. 

In cooperation with: AGF, CIO 

 

DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL STATISTICS 

Population and demography 

Leading Division: ESP | CSA: 1.1 

Migration and Livelihood Profiling 

The activity is conducted as part of the ‘Reducing distress migration through value chain’ 
project and is intended to increase understanding and awareness of migration dynamics, and 
the links between migration and social protection, in the Kiambu county, Kenya. 

In cooperation with: FAO Kenya Country Office 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 1.1 

Dissemination of Population data in FAOSTAT 

Population data are downloaded from the UN-DESA and disseminated in FAOSTAT. This is 
done every time a new release occurs. 
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Labour 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 1.2 

Dissemination of Labour statistics in FAOSTAT 

Publish in FAOSTAT a revised set of employment indicators for rural areas and agriculture. 
Most indicators were computed from existing sources, particularly the ILO and the World 
Bank.  

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 1.2 

Global fisheries and aquaculture employment statistics  

This activity refers to the annual collection of national employment statistics in the primary 
sector of fisheries and aquaculture. Data are structured by fishers operating in inland, coastal 
and deep-sea waters, fish farmers and subsistence fisheries, with indication of gender and 
working status.  

 

Social protection 

Leading Division: ESA | CSA: 1.6 

Resilience Surveys in Somalia 

Household data collection and analysis for resilience analysis and informing policies. 

In cooperation with: ESP 

 

Leading Division: ESP | CSA: 1.6 

Survey Data Collection for the Impact Evaluation of UN Joint Programme for Accelerating 
Progress towards the Economic Empowerment of Rural Women in Ethiopia (UNJP-RWEE) 

IFPRI and FAO signed a research agreement, in 2016, for the implementation of an impact 
evaluation of the UNJP-RWEE in Ethiopia, which is a partnership of UN WOMEN, FAO, IFAD 
and WFP. The Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEAI) adjusted for the project 
needs (pro-WEAI) will be used to measure the programme impact on women’s 
empowerment. FAO and IFAD jointly led the work to collect baseline data in January 2017. 
The baseline data collection was carried out with the Association of Ethiopian Microfinance 
Institutions and the University of Addis Ababa. The final survey is expected to be conducted 
with the same partners by end 2018. 
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ECONOMIC STATISTICS 

Macroeconomic statistics 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.1 

Macro-Indicators 

Production and release on FAOSTAT of statistical database with yearly update. The FAOSTAT 
Macro Indicators database provides a selection of country-level macroeconomic indicators 
relating to total economy (TE); agriculture (Ag); agriculture, forestry and fishing (AFF); 
manufacturing (MAN); manufacturing of food products and beverages (FB); manufacturing of 
tobacco products (Tob); and manufacturing of food, beverage and tobacco products (FBT). It 
releases time series for a selection of National Accounts variables, including gross domestic 
product, gross fixed capital formation, industry-level value added and gross output. The 
database also proposes additional indicators such as per capita GDP, year-on-year growth 
rates and measures of industry contribution to GDP. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.1 

Annual Exchange Rates 

EXRate aims to improve the coherence of FAO economic statistics with other international 
organizations.  EXRate covers yearly average exchange rates of most recent local currencies 
of more than 200 countries to US dollars from 1970. 

In cooperation with: ESP, EST 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.1 

FAOSTAT Deflators database 

Collection, processing and release of implicit deflator series. Data are updated annually. The 
FAOSTAT Deflators database provides the following selection of implicit price deflator series 
by country: Gross Domestic Product (GDP) deflator, Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) 
deflator, Agriculture, Forestry, Fishery Value-Added (VA_AFF) deflator, and Manufacturing 
Valued-Added (VA_MAN) deflator. 

 

Sectoral statistics (agriculture, forestry and fisheries) 

Leading Division: AGA | CSA: 2.4 

Gridded Livestock of the World (GLW)/Global Livestock Impact Mapping System (GLIMS) 

FAO’s Animal Production and Health Division developed the Gridded Livestock of the World 
(GLW) in 2007. The GLW’s main objective is to produce and distribute contemporary global 
distribution maps for the main species of livestock. The database relies on a downscaling 
methodology whereby census counts of animals in sub-national administrative units are 
redistributed at the level of grid cells as a function of a series of spatial covariates. These maps 
are created through the spatial disaggregation of sub-national statistical data based on 
empirical relationships with environmental variables in similar agro-ecological zones. The 
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data are produced in ESRI grid format. Several FAO publications and scientific papers are 
available that describe the datasets, methodology and selected applications in detail. 

In cooperation with: CIO, ESA, ESS 

 

Leading Division: ESA | CSA: 2.4 

Price incentive and public expenditures monitoring indicators 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.4 

International merchandise trade of food and agricultural products, and mirror statistics 

FAO collects, validates and publishes annual trade quantities, trade flows and trade values for 
more than 700 commodities for every country and region in the world and by trading 
partners. FAO’s trade data system constitutes the global benchmark for monitoring 
international product flows in agriculture and for the compilation of the Food Balance Sheets 
and other food security indicators. In order to reduce the duplication of the trade data 
collection activity as much as possible, trade data exchange between FAO and other 
international organizations (mainly UNSD and Eurostat) was implemented during the last 
decade. For non-reporting countries, FAO estimates trade flows using mirror data from 
trading partners. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.4 

Agricultural Production Data Compilation 

Statistics on agricultural production are the most important building blocks for the 
formulation of development plans and policies. The global coverage and level of detail in 
collecting and disseminating production statistics is unmatched. A total of 633 crop and 
livestock commodities, primary and processed, covering aspects of productive activity such 
as area harvested, animal numbers, output and yields are housed in the division’s statistical 
databases. http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-trade/en/  

In cooperation with: EST 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.4 

Agriculture Capital Stock Database 

Compilation of a national accounts-based analytical database on the industry Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fishery covering gross fixed capital formation, consumption of fixed capital and 
net and gross capital stock. Based on these variables a number of indicators are constructed. 
The database covers over 200 countries/areas for the period 1990-2016. The main sources 
are: UNSD and OECD. A substantial amount of data are imputed or estimated by FAO, hence, 
the database is an analytical database. 

 

 

http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-trade/en/
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Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.4 

Country Investment Statistics Profiles in agriculture 

Country Investment Statistics Profiles provide an overall view of the information about 
investment in agriculture at country level, which allows comparisons to be made among the 
different flows to agriculture within each country. The dataset beginning in 2001 consists of 
a time series of more than 200 countries on, domestic Government Expenditures in 
Agriculture (GEA), Development Flows to Agriculture (DFA), Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), 
Credit to Agriculture, and the Gross Fixed Capital Formation in Agriculture.  

In cooperation with: ESA 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.4 

Credit to Agriculture 

The Credit to Agriculture database is built by capturing official country data published online 
by national central banks in their monetary and financial statistical publications, either 
through annual or quarterly reports.  This dataset, from 1991, onwards provides national data 
for over 100 countries, on the number of loans provided by the private/commercial banking 
sector to producers in agriculture, forestry and fisheries, including household producers, 
cooperatives, and agro-businesses.   

In cooperation with: ESA 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.4 

Development Flows to Agriculture (DFA) 

The DFA dataset (formerly known as Official Development Assistance (ODA) to Agriculture) is 
one of the components of Agricultural Investment Financing statistics. The DFA dataset is 
harvested from the OECD’s Creditor Reporting System (CRS), which also includes DFA from 
FAO. The CRS database provides the most comprehensive coverage of development flows by 
donor and recipient country. 

In cooperation with: ESA, OSP, TCI, TCDP 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.4 

Foreign Direct Investment in Agriculture (FDI) 

FDI is defined as an investment which aims to acquire a lasting management influence (10 
percent or more of voting stock) in an enterprise operating in a foreign economy 
(International Monetary Fund’s Balance of Payments Manual 1993, Fifth Edition, and OECD’s 
Detailed Benchmark Definition of Foreign Direct Investment 1996, Third Edition). All datasets 
contain FDI data for the whole economy, for agriculture, forestry and fishery (AFF) and for the 
food, beverages and tobacco (FBT) sectors for more than 150 countries from 1991 onward. 
The FDI sectoral disaggregation follows the International Standard Industrial Classification of 
All Economic Activities, Rev.4 (ISIC, Rev. 4). All data originates from the United Nations 
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Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the International Trade Centre 
(INTRACEN) and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). 

In cooperation with: ESA, EST 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.4 

Government Expenditure on Agriculture (GEA) 

FAO collects data from member countries on Government Expenditure on Agriculture 
annually through a questionnaire, which was developed in partnership with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) using the International Classification of the Functions of Government 
(COFOG). The GEA dataset consists of a time series, from 2001 onwards, of Total Government 
Expenditure and expenditure in: Economic affairs; Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting, 
along with its three disaggregated subsectors of Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing; and 
Environmental Protection for more than 150 countries.  

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.4 

Pilot data collection on new crops production 

The activity aims to collect information on crops that were considered as minor at the 
international level in the past, and therefore were aggregated with other crops in the FAO 
commodity list (FCL) and subsequently in the Central Product Classification of the UN (CPC). 
As the production of these “minor” crops is becoming more relevant in many countries 
worldwide, and as there is evidence that significant data is available on some of these 
products at the national level, this activity aims to make data visible through FAOSTAT and 
ensure that FAO Food Balance Sheets do not underestimate the contribution of these crops 
to diets in producing and importing countries.  The activity follows a step-wise approach, 
focusing on pilot crops; new crops will be included in the ESS production questionnaire, 
developing ad hoc codes if needed, and sent to the selected producing countries. 

In cooperation with: AGP 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.4 

Damages and losses in agriculture from natural hazards and international harmonized 
information system on natural disaster impact 

This activity includes: conducting data collection on disaster damage and loss in agriculture, 
setting up of an international harmonized database and information system on disaster 
impact, and the preparation and dissemination of results in the form of periodic reports. 

In cooperation with: AGA, AGP, CBC, FIA, FOA, RAF, RAP, RLC, SLC, TCE 

 

 

 

 



33 
 

Leading Division: EST | CSA: 2.4 

Country Balance Sheets (XCBS) 

Maintains commodity balances by country, for production, trade and utilization for the 
following set of commodities: Banana and Citrus (BCBS); tropical fruit (FCBS); tea (TCBS); hides 
and skins (HCBS); jute and hard fibres (JCBS); dairy (DCBS); meat (MCBS); oilseed (OCBS); sugar 
(SCBS). 

 

Leading Division: EST | CSA: 2.4 

Country Cereal Balance Sheets (CCBS) 

The CCBS system is mandated by the Committee on Commodity Problems, Committee on 
World Food Security as well as in the “FAO Basic Texts” to provide market assessments of the 
crops concerned. Balance sheet data are maintained on a constant basis, which are then used 
to provide global outlooks and market trends by way of analytical reports. The CCBS system 
is also a core tool in support of GIEWS country level food security monitoring. 

 

Leading Division: EST | CSA: 2.4 

Commercial trade data for all Low-Income Food-Deficit Countries (LIFDCs) and other African 
and Asian countries 

This activity involves the collection of cereal trade data for all LIFD countries as well as other 
developing countries in Africa and Asia. Data is collected on an ongoing basis and feeds into 
another main EST data system - the CCBS. 

 

Leading Division: EST | CSA: 2.4 

Global food aid transactions 

Collation of data on global food aid transactions from the main donors, to support the analysis 
and deliberations of the Consultative Sub-Committee on Surplus Disposal. 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Global aquaculture production  

FAO is the only source of global statistics on aquaculture production, which represent a 
unique global asset for sector analysis and monitoring. These data are annually updated and 
cover about 210 countries and 600 species since 1950 for quantity and from 1984 for value. 
Aquaculture production are structured by four main variables: country, species item, 
environment and FAO major areas.  
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Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Global capture fisheries production 

FAO is the only source of global statistics on capture fisheries production, which represent a 
unique global asset for sector analysis and monitoring. Data on capture fisheries production 
are annually updated and cover over 240 countries and areas and over 2 100 species since 
1950. Capture fisheries data are structured by three variables: country, species item, and FAO 
major fishing area.  

 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Global fishery and aquaculture production 

Global fishery and aquaculture production statistics are generated by merging the global 
capture and global aquaculture datasets. These data are annually disseminated in the FAO 
Yearbook of Fishery and Aquaculture Statistics, FishStatJ and the online query panels. 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Global production and trade of fisheries and aquaculture commodities statistics 

Data on global production and trade of fish and fishery products are updated annually and 
cover data for more than 200 countries and 1 000 fisheries and aquaculture commodities. 
Trade data are structured by countries, commodities and flows (imports, exports, re-exports) 
and are expressed in tonnes and USD 1 000. Production of prepared and preserved 
commodities are by countries and commodities and are expressed only in tonnes. Data are 
mainly collected from other international organizations (i.e. UNSD and Eurostat). For non-
reporting countries, FAO estimates trade statistics using mirror data from trading partners. 
The duration of the entire process of collection and processing is of about one year.  In the 
dissemination process statistics are presented in a different array of formats and aggregates, 
and the users have the possibility of selecting FAO standard classifications or international 
ones. 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Disposition of fishery and aquaculture production 

Data included in this database refer to the utilization of fisheries and aquaculture production 
in live weight equivalent, by food and non-food items and by type of processing (fresh/chilled, 
frozen, cured and prepared and preserved). This database is for internal purposes only and it 
is composed of statistics provided by the countries who responded to the questionnaire on 
disposition of fisheries and aquaculture production (DNC). Data are used for the calculation 
of SUAs/FBS, for the estimation of global trends of the utilization of production, and for 
monitoring the main trends in the sector. 
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Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Global fishing fleet statistics 

Annual collection of the fishing vessels reported by FAO member countries to FAO. Data 
record the total number of national fishing vessels divided by decked and undecked vessels. 
For decked vessels data cover Length overall (L.O.A.) class, Gross Tonnage (GT), Power (Kw) 
and type of vessel. For undecked vessels data cover L.O.A. class, if motorized / Not Motorized 
and type of vessel.  

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Value of capture fisheries statistics 

The main objective of this activity is to carry out an ad-hoc collection of the value data on 
capture fisheries, which are currently not collected by FAO, to evaluate the typology and 
quality of the available data at country level. The results will provide a basis to decide on the 
approach to be followed to regularly collect this kind of data.  

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Regional capture fisheries production  

This is an annual update of the capture fisheries production statistics for three FAO Regional 
Fisheries Bodies: CECAF (Eastern Central Atlantic), RECOFI (Regional Commission for fisheries) 
and GFCM (Mediterranean and Black sea) and for the fishing area "47-Southeast Atlantic" in 
collaboration with SEAFO (South East Atlantic Organization). 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Conversion factors to live weight equivalent of fish and fishery products 

The objective is to create a database of conversion factors through ad-hoc collection and 
research from available sources. The goal is to verify and eventually improve the conversion 
factors used to convert fishery and aquaculture products, from product weight into live-
weight equivalent, in view of the technological improvements in recent years. The main aim 
is to improve the quality of the Food Balance Sheets of Fish and Fishery products, as well the 
data on capture fisheries and aquaculture production. 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Fisheries and Resources Monitoring System (FIRMS) 

FIRMS is an information sharing partnership and its primary aim is to provide access to a wide 
range of high-quality information on the global monitoring and management of fishery 
marine resources. Established in 2004, FIRMS is an on-going activity collating and 
disseminating data from 14 partners representing 19 Regional Fishery Bodies. 
http://firms.fao.org/firms/en  

 

http://firms.fao.org/firms/en
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Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Atlas of tuna and billfish catches 

Global distribution of catches by gear of tuna and tuna-like species, at 5° latitude by 5° 
longitude resolution. Data are collated from Tuna Regional Fisheries Management 
Organizations (RFMOs). Associated metadata (e.g. classifications, code lists) are also made 
available. 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Global Tuna Catches by Stock 

Regular update of catch statistics (nominal catch TaskI, catch and effort TaskII) collated from 
the RFMOs and other international institutions for dissemination through a web-query. 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Fishing footprint and fishing effort 

The Automatic Identification System (AIS) offers the possibility of creating a global, high-
resolution map of fishing effort. The FAO, in coordination with AZTI, & Seychelles Fishing 
Authority and Global Fishing Watch are producing an Atlas of AIS fishing effort to take 
advantage of this unique dataset to create a more detailed understanding of fishing effort 
and to fill in gaps in knowledge and to validate existing datasets. The Atlas documents the 
strengths and limitations of measuring fishing effort from AIS in each FAO region in detail. It 
compares fishing effort calculated through AIS algorithms with those of VMS and logbooks, 
and it offers advice over how to interpret AIS-derived fishing effort. 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.4 

Small-scale fisheries 

Development of an ad-hoc questionnaire on small-scale fisheries within the Illuminating 
Hidden Harvests Project, to support sector-disaggregated data collection in line with SDG 
14.b. 
 
Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 2.4 
Data availability and gaps on socio-economic aspects related to forests and trees 

In order to help filling current information gaps concerning the relationship of forest and wild 
products to household well-being, specialized survey modules have been developed (see 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6206e.pdf).  Efforts are being made to estimate the scale and scope 
of the contributions of the forest and farm producers towards achieving development goals, 
especially in the context of the United Nations Decade of Family Farming. This activity will 
build on these initiatives and focus on assessing data availability and gaps on socio-economic 
and livelihood aspects of forests and trees, particularly related to SDGs 1, 2 and 15, and the 
Global Forest Goal 2. The results of the assessment and suggestions on how to address the 
gaps will be released. 

 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6206e.pdf
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Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 2.4 

Global forest products statistics on production and trade  

Since 1999, global statistics have been collected through the Joint Forest Sector Questionnaire 
by FAO in partnership with the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), the UN 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the Statistical Office of the European Union 
(DG - Eurostat). In the cases where countries do not provide information through the 
questionnaire, FAO estimates annual production and trade data based on statistical 
yearbooks, UN Comtrade database, trade journal reports or other sources. 

In cooperation with: ESS, OCS 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 2.4 

Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) 

FAO has been collecting and analyzing data on forest area since 1947. This is done at intervals 
of 5-10 years as part of the Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA). FRA 2015 contains 
information for 234 countries and territories on more than 100 variables related to the extent 
of forests, characteristics, management, uses and values for five points in time: 1990, 2000, 
2005, 2010 and 2015. All data are provided to FAO by countries in the form of a country report 
following a standard format, which includes the original data and reference sources and 
descriptions of how these have been used to estimate values for different points in time (for 
definitions, reporting guidelines and format in English, French and Spanish see 
http://www.fao.org/forest-resources-assessment/current-assessment/en/). Officially 
nominated national correspondents and their teams prepare the country reports for the 
assessment. Some prepare more than one report as they also report on dependent territories. 
For the remaining countries and territories where no information is provided, a report is 
prepared by FAO using existing information and a literature search. Once received, the 
country reports undergo a rigorous review process to ensure the correct use of definitions 
and methodology, as well as internal consistency. A comparison is made with past 
assessments and other existing data sources. Regular contacts between national 
correspondents and FAO staff by e-mail and regional/sub-regional review workshops form 
part of this review process. All country reports (including those prepared by FAO) are sent to 
the respective Head of Forestry for validation before finalization. The data are then 
aggregated at sub-regional, regional and global levels by the FRA team at FAO. 

In cooperation with: CBC, CIO, ESS, RAF, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 2.4 

Recovered paper data survey 

The main purpose of the survey is to obtain more detailed statistics on collection, utilization 
and trade of recovered paper. 

 

 

 

http://www.fao.org/forest-resources-assessment/current-assessment/en/
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Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 2.4 

The Second Report on the State of the World's Forest Genetic Resources (SoW-FGR-2) 

The purpose of the activity is to prepare the Second Report on the State of the World's Forest 
Genetic Resources, according to the MYPOW of the Commission on Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture (CGRFA). In 2019, countries will be invited to submit their written 
reports by June 2020. After that, FAO will prepare a draft SoW-FGR-2 for review by the ITWG-
FGR in 2022 and for consideration by the CGRFA in 2023. 

In cooperation with: CBC 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 2.4 

Monitoring the implementation of the Global Plan of Action on forest genetic resources 

In 2019, countries will be invited again to provide data on their efforts to implement the 
Global Plan of Action on forest genetic resources (deadline June 2020). Based on the data 
received, FAO will prepare the Second Assessment of the GPA-FGR implementation for 
consideration by the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. The 
questionnaire will be the same one the OCS cleared in 2017 for the First Assessment. 

In cooperation with: CBC 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 2.4 

Survey on installed pulp and paper production capacities 

The purpose of this survey is to obtain pulp and paper production capacity and short-term 
forecast estimates from the main producing countries that account for the bulk of global 
production. This information feeds into the discussions of the Advisory Committee on 
Sustainable Forest-based Industries (FAO statutory body) that meets twice a year.  The survey 
is conducted annually, questionnaires are sent out in March (response deadline April). 
Compiled results are disseminated in May or June though the annual Pulp and Paper 
Capacities survey publication (printed and available for download online). 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 2.4 

Quantifying the contributions of Non-Wood Forest Products (NWFPs) to diets and 
livelihoods 

The aim is to quantify the contributions of NWFPs to lives and livelihoods, understand 
motivations behind gathering, assess potential for further developing NWFP-based 
livelihoods and value chains, as well as the sustainability of harvesting practices. The ultimate 
objective is to improve statistical capacities to collect this information systematically. This 
information is critical for improving forest management and land use plans, and policies that 
recognize the contribution of NWFPs, and wild biodiversity more generally, to food and 
nutrition security. 
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Prices 

Leading Division: ESA | CSA: 2.7 

Price Monitoring System 

The Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit for Somalia (FSNAU) market information system 
(MIS) primarily includes retail and wholesale market prices at two distinct levels: 46 main 
urban markets (MMPs) and 25 SLIM nodes (rural markets/rural towns). Secondary data on 
livestock exports and cereal imports and other commodities through Mogadishu, Berbera and 
Bossasso ports are also monitored on a monthly basis. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.7 

Consumer price indices and food price indices 

FAO’s Global and Regional Consumer Food Price Index measures food inflation for a group of 
countries at different geographical scales: sub-regional (e.g.  South America), regional (e.g. 
Americas) and global (all countries). The Global Food CPI covers approximately 150 countries 
worldwide, representing more than 90% of the world population in 2017.In cooperation with: 
EST 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 2.7 

Producer prices and indices of agricultural commodities 

Information on producer prices is of great significance to policy makers and analysts. Relative 
prices are amongst the main determinants of the type and volume of agricultural production 
and also reflect actual and future market conditions. Data on prices serve various uses 
including the assessment of productivity and competitiveness of a commodity or sector and 
the evaluation of the contribution of various sectors to the economy and assessing food 
security. In this regard, producer price information is essential as it is used to value the 
production quantities recorded in FAOSTAT for the various commodities and countries. 

 

Leading Division: EST | CSA: 2.7 

FAO Food Price Index and FAO Commodity Price Indices 

The FAO Food Price Index is a measure of the monthly change in international prices of a 
basket of food commodities. It consists of the average of five commodity group price indices 
weighted with the average export shares of each of the groups for 2002–2004. In total, 73 
price quotations representing the international prices of the food commodities are included 
in the overall index. Each sub-index is a weighted average of the price relatives of the 
commodities included in the group, with the base period price consisting of the averages for 
the years 2002–2004. 
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Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 2.7 

European fish price data 

Collection of European fish price data directly from correspondents on a monthly basis, for 
the formulation of the Globefish European Price Report. 

 

ENVIRONMENT AND MULTIDOMAIN STATISTICS 

Environment statistics 

Leading Division: AGA | CSA: 3.1 

Domestic Animal Diversity Information System (DAD-IS)  

DAD-IS is maintained, further developed and countries are supported in data collection. 

In cooperation with: CIO, OCS 

 

Leading Division: AGA | CSA: 3.1 

Global Livestock Environmental Assessment Model (GLEAM) 

GLEAM is a global model representing the activities of livestock supply chains 
(http://www.fao.org/gleam/en/). It is developed by FAO to analyse the relationships between 
the environment and the production of livestock commodities, in the various farming systems 
and regions. It is spatially differentiated and covers feed crops and pasture production, animal 
production, post-farm processing, transport and international trade. It is used to estimate 
meat, milk and meat production, feed and forage use, greenhouse gas emissions and nitrogen 
losses. It also supports the identification and prioritization of areas of interventions for a 
sustainable livestock sector. It is able to test for mitigation options, cost-benefit analysis and 
co-benefit analysis. A country level, interactive and open version of GLEAM is available at 
http://gleami.org.  

In cooperation with: AGP, ESA, ESS 

 

Leading Division: AGP | CSA: 3.1 

World Information Sharing Mechanism for the conservation and sustainable use of plant 
genetic resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) 

Following the adoption of the Second Global Plan of Action (GPA2) for Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture (PGRFA) by FAO Council in November 2011, member 
countries agreed that progress on the GPA2 implementation would be monitored and guided 
by FAO Members through the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. 
They adopted a set of indicators, reporting format (http://www.fao.org/3/a-mm294e.pdf) 
and timeline to report to the Commission on each of the 18 priority activities of the GPA2. 
One of the adopted indicators also provides for the plant component of SDG indicator 2.5.1. 

In cooperation with: DDN 

 

http://www.fao.org/gleam/en/
http://gleami.org/
http://www.fao.org/3/a-mm294e.pdf
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Leading Division: CBL | CSA: 3.1 

AQUASTAT 

AQUASTAT is FAO's global water information system, developed by the Land and Water 
Division. It collects, analyzes and disseminates data and information by country on water 
resources, water uses and agricultural water management. The AQUASTAT database include 
over 180 variables (including 2 SDG indicators) and is complemented by 147 country profiles, 
as well as regional review and river basins overviews. In addition, and also to complement the 
database, AQUASTAT monitors: dams, institutions, crop irrigated calendars at country level 
and a water-related glossary. Dissemination (in addition to the public database) is also made 
through publications, maps, tables, etc. 

 

Leading Division: CBL | CSA: 3.1 

SoilSTAT 

The Global Soil Partnership (GSP) are designing SoilSTAT, a system for monitoring, forecasting 
and reporting periodically on the status of global soil resources. The name of the system 
mirrors the FAOSTAT family of global status databases and monitoring. SoilSTAT is part of the 
Global Soil Information System. It will be built under GSP Pillar 4 as part of spatial data 
infrastructure for the exchange of web-based soil data services. 

In cooperation with: CBL, ESA 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.1 

Fertilizers by Nutrient: Production, Trade, Agricultural Use, Other Uses 

FAOSTAT data on Fertilizers by Nutrient contain information on Production, Trade, 
Agricultural Use and Other Uses of chemical and mineral fertilizers for the three main plant 
nutrients nitrogen (N), phosphate (P2O5) and potash (K2O), from 1961 to the most recent 
year available. Questionnaires are sent to countries on an annual basis 
(www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-home/questionnaires). The data received are analyzed and 
any missing data are gap-filled if possible.  Missing data may be imputed by adding up the 
nutrient contain of the relevant products by using additional data sources (national 
publications, country project reports, studies available in other FAO divisions, etc.) or by 
applying standard statistical techniques. The source of trade data is the United Nations 
Statistics Division, COMTRADE database. Additionally, discussions with industry experts occur 
as part of an ongoing collaboration with the International Fertilizer Association (IFA), which 
provides fertilizer statistics through IFADATA (www.fertilizer.org/Statistics) within the scope 
allowed by its confidentiality obligations. In the FAO Statistical Programme of Work 2016-17 
this activity was included under the activity “Fertilizer Resources Utilization Accounts (FRUA) 
and Fertilizers by Product”, which has now been split in two. 

In cooperation with: AGP 

 

 

 

http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-home/questionnaires
http://www.fertilizer.org/Statistics
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Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.1 

Fertilizers by Product: Production, Trade (COMTRADE), Agricultural Use, Other Uses 

FAOSTAT data on Fertilizers by Product contain information on Production, Trade, Agricultural 
Use and Other Uses of chemical and mineral fertilizers in number of products, from 1961 to 
the most recent year available. Both straight and compound fertilizers products are included. 
Questionnaires are sent to countries on an annual basis (www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-
home/questionnaires). The data received are analyzed and any missing data are gap-filled if 
possible. Missing data may be imputed by using additional data sources (national 
publications, country project reports, studies available in other FAO divisions, etc.) or by 
applying standard statistical techniques. The source of trade data is the United Nations 
Statistics Division, COMTRADE database. Additionally, discussions with industry experts occur 
as part of an ongoing collaboration with the International Fertilizer Association (IFA), which 
provides fertilizer statistics through IFADATA (www.fertilizer.org/Statistics) within the scope 
allowed by its confidentiality obligations. In the FAO Statistical Programme of Work 2016-17 
this activity was included under activity “Fertilizer Resources Utilization Accounts and 
Fertilizers by Product” (now split in two) and under activity “Fertilizer trade value - UN 
COMTRADE data harvesting automation”. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.1 

Pesticides trade 

FAOSTAT data on Pesticides trade contain information on the trade of pesticides. Trade data 
for the pesticides are primarily derived from the UN COMTRADE database. The data are 
available by country and year, with global coverage, starting in the year 1961. The domain 
contains information on the trade of pesticides: (i) in form or packaging for retail sale or as 
preparations or articles; and (ii) as separate chemically-defined compounds, if relevant for the 
Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous 
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade. 

In cooperation with: AGP 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.1 

Pesticides Use 

FAOSTAT data on Pesticides Use contain information on the use of major pesticide groups and 
of relevant chemical families. Data report the quantities in tonnes of active ingredients. The 
pesticides are classified according to: (i) type of activity/target organism (e.g. fungicides, 
insecticides, herbicides, plant growth regulators, rodenticides and etc.) and (ii) chemical 
nature (e.g. organophosphates, pyrethroids). Geographical coverage is global and year 
coverage is from 1990. Questionnaires are sent to countries on an annual basis 
(www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-home/questionnaires).  These official statistics may be 
complemented with government data sources such as yearbooks and ministerial data portals. 
Data gaps may be filled with secondary sources such as country studies from other 
International Organizations.  

In cooperation with: AGP 

http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-home/questionnaires
http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-home/questionnaires
http://www.fertilizer.org/Statistics
http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-home/questionnaires
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Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.1 

Land Cover 

Land cover data is harvested from publicly available global land cover (GLC) products, mostly 
satellite-derived information. The activity includes the downloading of appropriate datasets 
(matching criteria for global coverage, spatial and temporal resolution) from relevant data 
platforms and the geospatial processing to derive country aggregates from the pixel-based 
information. Gathering land cover country data for multiple dates serves two main objectives: 
(i) it is used to fill land cover accounting tables and land cover change matrixes under the 
System of Environment-Economic Accounting for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (SEEA 
AFF) and (ii) it is used as a source for gap filling and Quality Assurance/Quality Control under 
the data collection activities of the Inputs/Land domain. Two GLC products are applied to the 
analysis to produce respectively: (i) SEEA-MODIS, containing annual land cover area data for 
the period 2001-2012, derived from the International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme 
(IGBP) type of the MODIS land cover dataset (MCD12Q1); (ii) SEEA-CCI-LC,  containing annual 
land cover area data for the period 1992-2015, produced by the Catholic University of Louvain 
Geomatics (CCI-LC), as part of the Climate Change Initiative of the European Spatial Agency 
(ESA). 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.1 

Agri-Environmental Indicators (AEI) 

AEI are indicators, which describe and assess the state and trends in the environmental 
performance of agriculture. They address the needs of policymakers and scientists by 
providing information about the state of the environment, the environmental impacts of 
different agricultural policies, and may be useful in assessing the efficiency of the allocation 
of resources. This activity covers the following domains in FAOSTAT, grouped under the label 
"Agri-Environmental Indicators": Air and climate change, Energy, Fertilizers, Land Use, 
Livestock Patterns, Livestock Manure, Pesticides, Soils, Water, Emission by sector, Emissions 
intensities. For each indicator and related domain, an online methodological note, describes 
the methodology and data processing, and the international standards applied. 

In cooperation with: AGA, AGP, CBC, CBL 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.1 

Temperature Change 

The Temperature Change domain of the FAOSTAT Agri-Environmental Indicators section 
contains data on observed mean surface temperature changes by country, over the period 
1961– 2017, with annual updates. The data provide information on monthly, seasonal and 
annual mean temperature anomalies, i.e., temperature changes with respect to a baseline 
climatology, corresponding to the period 1951–1980. For each country, it also provides the 
standard deviation of the reported monthly, seasonal and annual mean temperature 
anomalies. Data are based on the publicly available GISTEMP data, the Global Surface 
Temperature Change data distributed by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
Goddard Institute for Space Studies (NASA-GISS). Temperature and temperature trends 
represent a fundamental statistics of climate change. 
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Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.1 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions for Agriculture and Land Use 

This FAOSTAT domain contains estimates for all the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
produced by agriculture, including from land use and land use change. GHG emissions from 
agriculture, ISIC A01 consist of non-CO2 gases, namely methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide 
(N2O), produced by crop and livestock production and management activities. Emissions from 
forestry and other land uses corresponding to ISIC A02 and ISIC A03 consist mainly of CO2 
gases, emitted directly as biomass and soil carbon is lost after land clearance including 
deforestation and drainage, as well as from forestry activities. Other land use emissions 
include those from biomass fires. Estimates are computed at Tier 1 following IPCC Guidelines 
for National GHG Inventories. Emissions data in FAOSTAT are disseminated in fourteen sub-
domains (Enteric fermentation; Manure management; Manure applied to soils; manure left 
on pasture; synthetic fertilizers; rice cultivation; cultivation of histosols; burning savannah; 
crop residues; burning crop residues; forest land, cropland, grassland, biomass burning). In all 
sub-domains, data are available by country, with global coverage and annual updates. The 
time period of available estimates is currently 1961-2016. Projections are also available, for 
2030 and 2050. 

In cooperation with: CBC 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.1 

Land Use statistics 

The FAOSTAT Land Use domain contains data on thirty-three land use categories. It also 
contains data on forest carbon stock in living biomass, derived from the FAO Global Forest 
Resource Assessments (FAO FRA). Data are available starting from 1961 by country and year, 
with global coverage and annual updates. The FAOSTAT Land Use domain includes categories 
of land use for agricultural and forestry activities. Agricultural statistics are especially useful 
for market management/monitoring, production forecasts and policy-making in agricultural 
and food sectors. 

In cooperation with: FOA 

 

Leading Division: EST | CSA: 3.1 

Agrometeorology/Remote Sensing Database (Seasonal vegetation Indicators, vegetation 
Indices, Precipitation) 

FAO GIEWS monitors the condition of major food crops across the globe to assess production 
prospects. To support the analysis and supplement ground-based information, GIEWS utilizes 
remote sensing data that can provide a valuable insight on water availability and vegetation 
health during cropping seasons. In addition to rainfall estimates and the Normalized 
Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI), GIEWS and CBS also developed the Agricultural Stress 
Index (ASI) during 2013-2014, a quick-look indicator for the early identification of agricultural 
areas probably affected by dry spells, or drought in extreme cases. 

In cooperation with: CBCLeading Division: FOA | CSA: 3.1 
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National Forest Monitoring  

The FOA National Forest Monitoring team will support countries on aspects of forest 
monitoring in 2018 and 2019 including; National Forest Inventory, Satellite Land Monitoring 
Systems, and REDD+ Greenhouse Gas Inventory reporting. 

In cooperation with: CBC 

 

Multi-domain statistics and indicators 

Leading Division: ESA | CSA: 3.3 

Smallholders Data portrait 

The Smallholder Farmers’ Data portrait aims to develop a systematic, standardized and 
internationally comparable dataset on the profile of smallholder farmers across the world. It 
provides a clear picture of smallholder agriculture, comprising more than 30 indicators 
organized in 11 groups, which through the data, depict the main characteristics of 
smallholders. The dataset comprises information on: the general agricultural sector, 
production, consumption, income, capital, inputs, technology adoption, access to market, 
labour, and infrastructure. Each indicator refers to households owning operated land and 
reporting a positive value of production. Currently, the data portrait provides information for 
nineteen countries. 

In cooperation with: AGA, ESS, EST 

 

Leading Division: ESP | CSA: 3.3 

Gender and Land Rights Database (GLRD) 

The GLRD was launched by FAO in 2010. It serves as a platform to provide information about 
gender and land issues with the support of 84 Country Profiles, Land Tenure Statistics 
disaggregated by gender, and a Legal Assessment Tool for gender-equitable land tenure (LAT). 
The GLRD offers up-to-date statistics disaggregated by gender, including the share of men and 
women who are land holders and the share of women who are landowners, among others. 
The data are available via maps, graphs and tables. 

In cooperation with: AGA, ESS 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.3 

Rural Livelihood Information System- RuLIS 

FAO, World Bank and IFAD have joined forces to build RuLIS, a tool to support policies for 
reducing rural poverty. RuLIS will generate comparable data that are necessary for 
understanding the medium and long-term trends in the structural transformation of 
agriculture and rural economies and define the role that different types of rural households 
play in this transformation. RuLIS uses micro-datasets to compute a set of harmonized 
indicators and will also include a set of external indicators extracted from other international 
data repositories. More than 150 ready-made indicators in RuLIS are clustered in ten groups 
based on a thematic approach. These ten clusters are: Income and Productivity, Poverty and 
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Inequality, Employment, Education and Health, Social Protection, Land, Livestock, Inputs, 
Technology and Credit, Infrastructure and Services, Shocks and Migration, Household and 
Community Characteristics. RuLIS indicators will be disaggregated by gender, income 
quantiles, farm size, the degree of participation in agriculture and rural and urban areas. On 
the RuLIS platform, a section will be made available to allow the users to compute customized 
indicators, starting from household level data. RuLIS will also give access to a bulk-download 
of indicators, in addition to more than 250 variables generated using nationally representative 
micro datasets, which are publicly available with their documentation. Currently, 57 surveys 
are processed in RuLIS. The launch of RuLIS is planned at the beginning of the third quarter of 
2018. 

In cooperation with: ESA, ESP 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 3.3 

Corporate Monitoring and Reporting 

Within the scope of the Corporate Monitoring and Reporting, the FAO Office of Chief 
Statistician (OCS) is responsible for the reporting of the Strategic Objective (SO) and Outcome 
level indicators. Indicators at SO level (39 SDG indicators) are monitored to report trends and 
progress toward the achievement of the development objectives. Indicators at the Outcome 
level measure the number of countries that have made the necessary changes and 
established the required capacities to achieve the SOs, in the areas where FAO can contribute 
at country level, or the extent to which the international community has made progress on 
improving the global enabling environment. 

In cooperation with: CIO, ESN, ESS, EST, FIA, FOA, OSP, RAF, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE 

 

Data dissemination, yearbooks and similar compendia 

Leading Division: ESA | CSA: 3.4 

Integrated food security phase classification (IPC) 

The main goal of the IPC is to provide decision-makers with a rigorous, evidence and 
consensus-based analysis of food insecurity and acute malnutrition situations to inform 
emergency responses, as well as medium and long-term policy and programming. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.4 

Dissemination of official statistics using CountrySTAT 

CountrySTAT aims to establish an integrated network of national and international agencies 
for sharing knowledge and data, primarily on food security, nutrition and agriculture.  
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Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.4 

FAOSTAT 

Processing of data to be disseminated on FAOSTAT website. 

In cooperation with: FOA 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.4 

World Food and Agriculture Statistical Pocketbook 2018 

Collection of statistics and preparation of the World Food and Agriculture Statistical 
Pocketbook 2018. 

In cooperation with: CBL, FIA, FOA 

 

Leading Division: EST | CSA: 3.4 

Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Database 

Compilation of up-to-date international food and non-food prices and of retail and/or 
wholesale prices of staple food commodities in selected markets of 95 countries.  Single price 
series on a monthly basis and on a weekly basis (for selected international food prices only). 
Price series have an historical length (longer or shorter depending on the commodity) and are 
continuously updated. Data is categorized as Domestic/International Monthly/International 
weekly. 
 
Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 3.4 
FishStatJ 

FishStatJ is a desktop software. It allows users access to full level of details and to perform 
advanced queries (filtering and aggregation according to multiple hierarchies). Through 
Fishstatj the users can access several fishery and aquaculture statistics structured into 
different workspaces. The workspaces  are currently available at 
http://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/software/fishstatj/en are: Global production 
workspace (Global Production by production source, Capture Production, aquaculture 
Production (Quantities and values), Global commodities workspace (Fishery and aquaculture 
Commodities Production and Trade), Fishery food balance sheets workspace (Food balance 
sheets of fish and fishery products, population) and regional workspace (CECAF, Eastern 
Central Atlantic and GFCM capture fisheries production.  

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 3.4 

FAO Yearbook of Fishery and Aquaculture Statistics 

The FAO Yearbook of Fishery and Aquaculture Statistics is a compilation of data on capture 
and aquaculture production, fleet, number of fishers and fish farmers, food balance sheets of 
fish and fishery products and fisheries commodities production and trade. The complete 
yearbook package for each of these categories – all the key information and statistical tables 
– is contained on a USB drive, as well as on the internet. An accompanying booklet includes 

http://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/software/fishstatj/en
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general notes, concepts and classifications, and summary tables, as well as a map of FAO 
major fishing areas. The booklet also contains notes on the major trends and issues relating 
to the individual statistical sets. http://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/yearbook/en  

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 3.4 

Fishery and aquaculture - online query panel 

The fishery and aquaculture online query panel (http://www.fao.org/fishery/topic/16140/en) 
is a web-based query panel with access to all the groupings/hierarchies used for filtering and 
aggregation. Through it, the users can extract fisheries and aquaculture statistics at global and 
regional level. The datasets currently available are: Global total production (capture and 
aquaculture production), Global aquaculture production, Global capture production, Global 
fisheries and aquaculture commodities production and trade, Global tuna catches by stock, 
Atlas of tuna and billfish catches, CECAF (Eastern Central Atlantic) capture production, GFCM 
(Mediterranean and Black sea) capture production, RECOFI (Regional Commission for 
fisheries) capture production and Southeast Atlantic capture production. 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 3.4 

Fishery and Aquaculture Country Profiles 

The FAO Fishery and Aquaculture Country Profiles provide a comprehensive overview of the 
fisheries and aquaculture sector for each country (or areas/territories recognized by the 
Organization and with important fishery sector).  Prepared by the FAO Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Department, the information is presented in a Fact Sheet, which integrates a 
number of country-related sources, including: data compiled, analyzed and regularly-updated 
by FAO such as Fishery statistics, Country briefs (Part 1), a general summary specifically 
prepared from national sources (Part 2 - the narrative), and additional maps and fishery 
knowledge systems (Part 3).  Economic and demographic data are based on UN or World Bank 
sources; data on fisheries and aquaculture are generally those published by the FAO Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Department. 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 3.4 

National Aquaculture Sector Overview (NASO) 

The NASO collection consists of concise and comprehensive products, providing a general 
overview of the aquaculture and culture-based fisheries aspects at the national level. FAO is 
currently preparing NASOs for more than 100 FAO member countries around the globe, 
following a standard template. The NASOs contain detailed information on the history of 
aquaculture; human resources involved in the sector; farming systems distribution and 
characteristics; main cultured species contributing to national production; production 
statistics; description of the main domestic markets and trade; promotion and management 
of the sector; and development trends and issues at the national level. NASO is part of FAO 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department regular programme and it was decided to update the 
online documents every 4/5 years. 

 

http://www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/yearbook/en
http://www.fao.org/fishery/topic/16140/en
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Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 3.4 

World Aquaculture Performance Indicators (WAPI) 

WAPI is an initiative to develop user-friendly tools for compiling, generating and providing 
easy access to quantitative information on aquaculture sector performance at the national, 
regional and global levels. WAPI information and knowledge products include data analysis 
tools (WAPI modules on various thematic topics), technical papers and policy briefs. WAPI can 
also become an educational and research tool for capacity building. 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Leading Division: OCC | CSA: 3.4 

FAO country profiles 

The FAO Country Profiles collect information from the FAO website and provide a fast and 
reliable way to access country-specific information with no need to search through individual 
databases and systems. They also include a direct link to the Country website for in-depth 
information. 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 3.4 

SDG data dissemination portal 

Management of the development of the FAO SDG Communication and Dissemination Portal, 
in collaboration with Office for Corporate Communication (OCC), Information Technology 
Division (CIO) and the Technical Divisions involved in SDG monitoring. 

In cooperation with: AGA, CBL, CIO, DPS, ESS, FIA, FOA 

 

METHODOLOGY AND ANALYSES 

Data analysis 

Leading Division: AGA | CSA: 4.7 

Global assessments of animal genetic resources 

Coordinating international efforts to improve the management of animal genetic resources 
for food and agriculture requires periodic assessments of the global state of these resources, 
of countries’ capacities to manage them and of the state of the art in their management. The 
Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture has established a cycle of global 
assessments involving the preparation of the “State of the World” reports. The first of these 
reports was published in 2007, a second in 2015, after which the intention is to publish a 
further report every ten years. Reports on the status and trends of animal genetic resources 
are requested by the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture every two 
years. 
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Leading Division: AGP | CSA: 4.7 

Short-term (5 year) fertilizer nutrient (N, P, K) production and consumption 

The five-year fertilizer nutrient forecasts of nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium, are 
communicated and circulated in the FAO publication 'World fertilizer trends and outlook to 
2022'. The forecasts use FAO historical data (previous 4 years) as a baseline and are projected 
based on the previous trends and adjusted by supplementary information from a group of 
industry experts. 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Leading Division: ESN | CSA: 4.7 

Evaluation of food components 

The publication of food composition component identifiers, called TAGNAMES. These are 
unique identifiers for components found in food such as vitamins, minerals, fats, protein and 
carbohydrates. Many components have multiple modes of expression and methods of 
analysis, which can make data exchange difficult. TAGNAMES systematize these modes of 
expression and methods of analysis and make exchange of food composition data easier. The 
TAGNAMES are continuously reviewed and revised s to ensure their currency and accuracy. A 
document that matches accredited analytical methods with TAGNAMES is being developed. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.7 

Quality analysis of Food Balance Sheet (FBS) statistics and the calculation of related 
aggregates and indices. Analysis of the Dietary Energy Supply (DES) in relation to the State 
of Food Security and Nutrition (SOFI) publication and SDG 2.1. 

This activity focuses on quality analysis of data on production, trade, and utilizations in 
support of deriving aggregates and indices from the FBS data to produce indicators such as 
the DES. These indicators are used by various teams in different publications around the 
Organization, but the DES, in particular, supports work on the SOFI publication. 

In cooperation with: ESA, EST 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.7 

Assessment of household food security 

Improving capacities of governments and stakeholders to monitor trends and analyse the 
contribution of sectors and stakeholders to food security and nutrition. 

In cooperation with: ESN 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.7 

Voices of the Hungry Technical Reports 
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Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.7 

The State of Food Security and Nutrition the World (SOFI) 

Provision of country, sub-regional, regional and global estimates of the Prevalence of 
Undernourishment and the Prevalence of Severe Food Insecurity based on the Food Insecurity 
Experience Scale for publication in The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 
(SOFI), as well as descriptive narrative. Liaison with UNICEF and WHO to include nutrition 
indicators in SOFI and analysis of associations between food insecurity and nutrition 
indicators.  Provision of analytical inputs for Part 2 of the SOFI. 

In cooperation with: ESA, ESN 

 

Leading Division: EST | CSA: 4.7 

Crop Prospects and Food Situation – quarterly publication 

The publication intends to provide policymakers and analysts with the most up-to-date and 
accurate information on food supply and demand, food security and vulnerability to crises, to 
allow prompt and appropriate action. It focuses particularly on developments affecting the 
food situation of developing countries and Low-Income Food-Deficit Countries (LIFDCs). The 
report provides a review of the food situation by geographic region, a section dedicated to 
the LIFDCs and a list of countries requiring external assistance for food, as well as a global 
perspective of the cereal supply and demand conditions. 

 

Leading Division: EST | CSA: 4.7 

OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 

The Agricultural Outlook 2018-2027 is a collaborative effort of the OECD and FAO prepared 
with input from the experts of their member governments and from specialist commodity 
organizations. It provides a consensus assessment of the ten-year prospects for agricultural 
and fish commodity markets at national, regional and global levels. The 2018 edition contains 
a special chapter on the prospects and challenges of agriculture and fisheries in the Middle 
East and North Africa. 

In cooperation with: ESA, ESS, FIA, REU 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 4.7 

State of the World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA Part 1) 

SOFIA is a FAO biennial flagship publication. Part 1 informs policy makers on latest sectoral 
trends through comprehensive analysis of global fisheries and aquaculture data. It includes 
key statistics on capture and aquaculture production, status of fisheries stocks, fleets and 
employment, trade, utilization and consumption of fish and fish products.  
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STRATEGIC AND MANAGERIAL ISSUES 

Statistical programmes; coordination within statistical systems (within FAO) 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.2 

Quality Assessment and Planning Survey (QAPS) 

The QAPS survey is an internal FAO survey aimed at collecting information on statistical 
activities carried out at FAO (HQ and Regional Offices) with the purpose of (i) compiling the 
bi-annual FAO Statistical Programme of Work (SPW) and (ii) assessing compliance to the FAO 
Statistics Quality Assurance framework (SQAF) of FAO activities performing data collection, 
data processing and data dissemination. 

 

Quality frameworks and measurement of performance of statistical systems and offices 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.3 

FAOSTAT user satisfaction survey 

The objective is measure user FAOSTAT user satisfaction across the 5 dimensions of the SQAF. 
A light survey will be done followed by an in-depth survey on a sub-sample and key 
information interviews. The results will be summarized in a report. 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Management and development of technological resources (including standards for electronic 
data exchange and data sharing) 

Leading Division: CIO | CSA: 5.5 

Open Data Catalogue 

The objective of this initiative was to establish a proof-of-concept open data catalog based on 
CKAN system. This environment was at first to be a place where FAO will keep its SDG 
datasets, and also to facilitate further work on developing an Open Data Strategy. 

In cooperation with: CIO, OCC 
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2. Statistical Standards 
 
FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION STATISTICS 

Food security and undernourishment 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 0.2 

Definition of a Global Food Loss Index and related data imputation model in relation to 
Strategic Programme 4 and SDG 12.3 

Actions related to this activity follow two tracks of work: loss dataset compilation and index 
composition. Within the first track, the workflow follows a twofold strategy: collection of data 
through surveys (Global Strategy), and imputation of missing data through a modelling 
approach (4-Level Hierarchical Linear Model). After the dataset is complete, the composition 
of a global loss index for food commodities will be calculated. The baseline and thresholds for 
this index are still to be determined. This activity is conducted in the context of SDG 12.3; 
thus, the workflow will follow timelines dictated by that process. 

In cooperation with: ESN, FIA, Global Strategy 

 

ECONOMIC STATISTICS 

Sectoral statistics (agriculture, forestry and fisheries) 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 2.4 

Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) - Methods 

FAO Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) provides essential information for 
understanding the extent of forest resources, their condition, management and uses. 

In cooperation with: CBC, CIO, RAF, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE 

 

Prices 

Leading Division: EST | CSA: 2.7 

Food Price Monitoring and Analysis: Indicator of Food Price Anomalies (IFPA) 

The purpose of the indicator of food price anomalies is to identify positive price changes that 
can be considered abnormally high. This indicator is used by FAO’s Global Information and 
Early Warning System to identify country/commodity/markets where high food prices could 
affect access to food of the most vulnerable populations in developing and middle-income 
countries. 
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ENVIRONMENT AND MULTIDOMAIN STATISTICS 

Multi-domain statistics and indicators 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 3.3 

Rural Livelihoods Information System (RuLIS) - Methodology 

FAO, World Bank and IFAD have joined forces to build RuLIS, a tool to support policies for 
reducing rural poverty. RuLIS will generate comparable data that are necessary for 
understanding the medium and long-term trends in the structural transformation of 
agriculture and rural economies and define the role that different types of rural households 
play in this transformation. RuLIS uses micro-datasets to compute a set of harmonized 
indicators and will also include a set of external indicators extracted from other international 
data repositories. More than 150 ready-made indicators in RuLIS are clustered in to ten 
groups, based on a thematic approach. These ten clusters are: Income and Productivity, 
Poverty and Inequality, Employment, Education and Health, Social Protection, Land, 
Livestock, Inputs, Technology and Credit, Infrastructure and Services, Shocks and Migration, 
Household and Community Characteristics. RuLIS indicators will be disaggregated by gender, 
income quantiles, farm size, the degree of participation in agriculture and rural and urban 
areas. On the RuLIS platform, a section will be made available to allow the users to compute 
customized indicators, starting from household level data. RuLIS will also give access to a bulk-
download of indicators, in addition to access to more than 250 variables generated using 
nationally representative micro datasets, which are publicly available with their 
documentation. Currently, 57 surveys are processed in RuLIS. The launch of RuLIS is planned 
at the beginning of the third quarter of 2018. 

In cooperation with: ESA, ESP, SP3 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 3.3 

SDG compliant results framework for the private sector 

This is a new activity starting in 2018 and aims to producing an international SDG indicator 
framework for food and agriculture for the private sector, as well as the related guidelines to 
ensure SDG compliance by companies and investors. This implies a review of existing private-
sector specific indicators, and possibly the integration of new indicators to be identified. 

In cooperation with: DDP, DPS 

 

METHODOLOGY AND ANALYSES 

Statistical standards and classifications 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 4.2 

ASFIS List of species for fishery statistics purposes 

The ASFIS List includes over 12 750 species items selected according to their interest or 
relation to fisheries and aquaculture. The list provides codes, scientific and FAO names in six 
languages and the availability of statistics for these species in the FAO fishery and aquaculture 
databases. The list is updated annually and the requests for additions of new species items in 
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the ASFIS list are carefully verified against scientific literature and other species compilations 
before being entered in the list. 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 4.2 

International Standard Statistical Classification for Aquatic Animals and Plants (ISSCAAP) 

The ISSCAAP classification classifies aquatic commercial species into 50 groups and nine 
divisions on the basis of their taxonomic, ecological and economic characteristics. 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 4.2 

International Standard Statistical Classification of Fisheries Commodities (ISSCFC) 

The ISSCFC classification has been developed by FAO in consultation with the Coordinating 
Working Party on Fisheries Statistics (CWP) for the collation of national data in its fishery 
commodities production and trade database. The ISSCFC is an expansion of the United 
Nations Standard International Trade Classification (SITC), developed by the United Nations' 
Statistical Division (UNSD) on the basis of earlier international work on the subject. It is linked 
with the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) of the World Customs 
Organization (WCO) and with the Central Product Classification (CPC) of UNSD. The ISSCFC 
covers products derived from fish, crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic animals, plants 
and residues caught for commercial, industrial or subsistence uses, by all types of fishing units 
operating in all aquatic environments, in inshore, offshore or high seas fishing. Commodities 
produced from the raw materials supplied by all kinds of aquaculture are also included. 
Commodities are classified according to the species and to the degree of processing 
undergone. Maintenance of the classification includes regular updating in light of new 
emerging commodities or species in international trade and changes in international or 
national commodity classifications. 

 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 4.2 

International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishing Gear (ISSCFG) 

The ISSCFG classification was originally adopted during the 10th Session of the CWP (Madrid, 
22-29 July 1980). The revised Classification – ISSCFG Revision 1 was endorsed and adopted for 
CWP Member's implementation by the CWP at its 25th Session (Rome, 23-26 February 2016). 
Although this classification was initially designed to improve the compilation of harmonised 
catch and effort data in the STATLANT B questionnaires and fish stock assessment exercises, 
it has also been found useful for fisheries technology development and the training of fishers. 
It has been used in particular for reference in work dealing with the theory and construction 
of gear and for the preparation of specialized catalogues on both artisanal and industrial 
fishing methods. 
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Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 4.2 

International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishery Vessels (ISSCFV) by Vessel Types 

This is a classification adopted by the Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP) 
for classifying fishing vessels since 1977. Following the directive of the CWP, a new revision 
of the ISSCFV is being finalized. 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 4.2 

FAO Classification and Definitions of Forest Products 

Revision of the 1982 version of the FAO Classification and Definition of Forest products. The 
process started in 2015 and has undergone internal and external consultations. The new 
version is planned to be submitted to UN Statistical Commission for endorsement in 2019. 

In cooperation with: ESS, OCS 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 4.2 

Proposal for amending Harmonized System nomenclature 2022 edition (HS2022) 

In 2017, FAO submitted a proposal to the Worlds Customs Organization asking to create 
additional HS codes for forest products in HS2022. The HS structure review cycle will continue 
until 2019. The new version will come into force from January 2022. 

In cooperation with: FIA, OCS 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Development and review of statistical classifications for agriculture statistics 

Contribution to the review of international statistical classifications in cooperation with 
international custodians such as the UN Statistics Division and the World Customs 
Organization (WCO). FAO is a member of the Harmonized System Committee and Review Sub-
Committee at WCO (both bodies meet twice a year). It is also a member of the Expert Group 
(EG) on International Classifications that is led by UNSD and reports directly to the UN 
Statistical Commission. In particular, FAO contribution to international classifications in the 
biennium will be focusing on: HS, COICOP, CPC, SEEA. 

In cooperation with: AGP, CIO, ESS, EST, FIA, FOA 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Standards on changing officially reported data 

The activity refers to the development of a Statistical Standard Series on changing officially 
reported data to ensure the implementation of quality principles and the harmonization of 
statistical standards at FAO corporate level. 
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Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Standard on Classifications (Overall Document) 

The activity refers to the development of a Statistical Standard Series on “Classifications” to 
ensure the implementation of quality principles and the harmonization of statistical standards 
at FAO corporate level. 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Standard on Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use 

The activity refers to the development of a Statistical Standard Series on “Standard Country 
or Area Codes for Statistical Use” to ensure the implementation of quality principles and 
harmonization of statistical standards at FAO corporate level. 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Standard on data editing and validation of input data 

The activity refers to the development of a Statistical Standard Series on “Data editing and 
validation of input data” to ensure the implementation of quality principles and 
harmonization of statistical standards at FAO corporate level 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Standard on data revisions 

The activity refers to the development of a Statistical Standard Series on “Data revision” to 
ensure the implementation of quality principles and harmonization of statistical standards at 
FAO corporate level. 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Standard on FAO Statistics Business Process Model 

The activity refers to the development of a Statistical Standard Series on a “Statistics Business 
Process Model” to ensure the implementation of quality principles and harmonization of 
statistical standards at FAO corporate level. 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Standard on imputation 

The activity refers to the development of a Statistical Standard Series on “imputation” to 
ensure the implementation of quality principles and harmonization of statistical standards at 
FAO corporate level. 
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Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Standard on questionnaire dispatch 

The activity refers to the development of a Statistical Standard Series on "Questionnaire 
Dispatch", to ensure the coordination of questionnaire dispatch procedures from HQ to 
countries. 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Standard on common FAO external data sources 

The activity refers to the development of a Statistical Standard Series to ensure the use of the 
same FAO external data sources at FAO corporate level. 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Standard on measuring user satisfaction 

The activity refers to the development of a Statistical Standard Series on measuring data user 
satisfaction to ensure the implementation of quality principles and harmonization of 
statistical standards at FAO corporate level. 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Methodology for data sources and subject matters 

Leading Division: ESN | CSA: 4.3 

Guidelines and standards for food composition data 

Publication of food composition related guidelines to assist others to produce, collect and use 
food composition data in conjunction with INFOODS. In 2016 we are working on Guidelines 
developed include: guidelines on checking data quality of already published Food 
Composition Tables; guidelines on database compilation; guidelines on collecting samples for 
food composition analysis. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.3 

Methodological innovations in the domains of production, trade and food balance sheets 
for the new statistical working system (SWS) 

Activities relate to the development and introduction of new methodologies in the 
preparation of food balance sheets, with particular emphasis on a rules-based framework for 
production imputation (using an ensemble approach), trade data processing (and possible 
extension to trade data balancing using flow  imputation and reliability indices), allocation of 
domestic supplies to domestic utilization, as well as estimating elements of expected 
utilization, e.g. food, animal feed, seed, losses (using linear and non-linear parametric 
models). The classification scheme used by the Food Balance Sheets has also changed, from 
the FAO Commodity List (FCL) to the Central Product Classification (CPC 2.1) for production 
and the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) for trade.  Another 
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major area of intervention concerns data collection using data harvesting technologies, 
including web services and linkages to other databases. 

In cooperation with: CIO 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.3 

Main Results and Metadata of the 2010 census round 

The publication aims to summarize key data on the structure of agriculture and related 
metadata obtained from census reports provided by member countries for the 2010 census 
round (between 2006 and 2015) to the FAO Statistics Division. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.3 

Linking SEEA Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (SEEA AFF) to Ecosystem Services 
Accounting 

The System of Environmental-Economic Accounting for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
(SEEA AFF) is a statistical framework that facilitates the description and analysis of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries across economy and environment. The SEEA AFF is used as a starting 
point by ongoing work at the World Bank and the EC JRC on ecosystem services evaluation, in 
cooperation with FAO. FAO is also a member of the SEEA EEA Task Force under UNSD lead. 
This activity will consist of methodological development linking SEEA AFF and SEEA EEA, in 
particular with a focus on carbon. Expected deliverables include participating in relevant 
UNCEEA meetings on this topic in 2018 and 2019, and a manuscript on “The combination of 
SEEA-AFF and SEEA-EEA for provisioning services”. 

In cooperation with: AGP, FIA, FOA 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.3 

Monitoring and review of methodologies used by countries in agricultural censuses and 
surveys in the WCA 2010 and 2020 rounds 

Monitoring and documenting methodologies used by countries in agricultural censuses in the 
World Programme for the Census of Agriculture (WCA) 2010 round and the WCA 2020. The 
FAO Agricultural Census Team monitors national agricultural censuses around the world and 
collects reports and other materials on these censuses. Reports and other materials collected 
are used to document each national census and to undertake a review of the methodologies 
used and related metadata. All these documents and reviews are then disseminated on the 
FAO census website. Then, every ten years, the documents and reviews serve as basis for the 
preparation of publications summarizing the main results and metadata by countries, 
providing an analysis and international comparison of the results, as well as an overall 
methodological review. 
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Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.3 

FIES global reference standard 

Definition of an international standard for the measurement of household/individual food 
insecurity (inability to access food). 

  

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.3 

Identification and validation of methodology for monitoring SDG indicators 2.3.1 and 2.3.2 

FAO is the custodian agency for SDG indicators 2.3.1 (Volume of production per labour unit 
by classes of arming/pastoral/forestry enterprise size) and 2.3.2 (Average income of small-
scale food producers, by sex and indigenous status). These two indicators are currently 
classified as Tier III and the methodology for bringing these indicators to Tier II category 
requires: the identification and adoption of an internationally harmonized definition of small-
scale food producer and the identification, validation and adoption of a methodology for 
computing income and labour productivity. FAO has developed and proposed a methodology 
for defining small-scale food producers and computing their income and labour productivity. 
Member countries were called for a global consultation on the proposed statistical definition 
of small-scale food producers in August 2017. 

In cooperation with: ESA 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.3 

Methodology for data collection on agricultural labour 

A background document that highlights the peculiarities in the measurement of agricultural 
labour statistics will be produced. The different data sources for capturing labour in 
agriculture will be examined, International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) sections on 
agriculture, forestry and fishing will be discussed and the implications of the 19th 
International Conference of Labour Statisticians (ICLS) Resolution on employment figures and 
agricultural labour will be reviewed. This will form the basis for discussion on the future 
improvement of data collection for agricultural labour. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.3 

Publication and translation of the World Programme for the Census of Agriculture 2020 
(WCA 2020), Volume 2 "Operational Guidelines" 

This activity refers to the editing, preparation of the layout of the English version of the WCA 
2020 Volume 2 "Operational Guidelines"; the translation into Spanish and French, including 
editing and preparation of the layout; and the printing and dissemination of the three 
languages. 
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Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 4.3 

National socioeconomic surveys in forestry: guidance and survey modules for measuring 
the multiple roles of forests in household welfare and livelihoods 

Develop specialized modules on forest and wild products to fill current information gaps 
concerning the relationship of forest and wild products to household well-being and provide 
guidance on implementing them. This was released as FAO Forestry Paper 179 in 2016 (see 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6206e.pdf).  This activity includes releasing French and Spanish 
versions. The Spanish version was released in April 2018 (see 
http://www.fao.org/3/I6206ES/i6206es.pdf). The French version will be released later in 
2018. 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Dissemination and data warehousing 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.5 

FAO corporate policy on data dissemination 

Creation of a data dissemination policy, including quality standards and open data. More 
objectives will be defined in consultation with the Inter Departmental Working Group (IDWG) 
on Statistics. 

In cooperation with: CIO, ESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6206e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/I6206ES/i6206es.pdf
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3. Capacity Development 
 

STRATEGIC AND MANAGERIAL ISSUES 

Technical cooperation and capacity development 

 

Leading Division: CBL | CSA: 5.7 

AQUASTAT 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 5.7 

Capacity Development activities for the SDG indicator 5.a.1 

In cooperation with: ESP 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 5.7 

Capacity development activities on Food balance Sheets 

In cooperation with: EST, RAP 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 5.7 

Capacity development on PoU and FIES methodologies and reporting on SDG indicators 
2.1.1 and 2.1.2. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 5.7 

Technical assistance to countries on agricultural censuses and surveys (using WCA 2020 
standards) 

In cooperation with: RAF, RAP, REU, RNE 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 5.7 

The Agricultural Integrated Survey Programme (AGRISurvey) 
 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 5.7 

Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics 
 

In cooperation with: FIA, FOA, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE, SP2 
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Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 5.7 

Statistical Capacity for Damage and Loss Assessment from Disasters in Agriculture 
In cooperation with: AGA, AGP, CBC, FIA, FOA, RAF, RAP, RLC, SLC, TCE 
 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 5.7 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Indicator 2.a.1 –  Agriculture Orientation Index for 
Government Expenditures 
In cooperation with: OCS 
 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 5.7 

Capacity development on the collection of national fisheries socio-economic data. 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 5.7 

National forest inventories, monitoring of socio-economic aspects 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 5.7 

Capacity building workshops on forest products statistics 

In cooperation with: RAF, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 5.7 

Global Forest Resources Assessment - Capacity Development 

In cooperation with: CBC, CIO, ESS, OCS, RAF, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 5.7 

E-learning modules on national socio-economic surveys in forestry 

In cooperation with: DPS 

 

Leading Division: RAF | CSA: 5.7 

Promotion of the WCA 2020 Volume 2 in Africa 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Leading Division: RAF | CSA: 5.7 

Backstopping of the ongoing agricultural and livestock census projects in African countries 

In cooperation with: ESS 

Leading Division: RAF | CSA: 5.7 
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Agricultural census and integrated permanent system of agricultural statistics 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Leading Division: RAF | CSA: 5.7 

Training workshop on monitoring of the Sustainable Development Goal SDG indicators  

In cooperation with: ESS, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE 
 

Leading Division: RAP | CSA: 5.7 

Strengthening Capacity for Data Processing, Analysis and Management in Papua New 
Guinea 

In cooperation with: FAO Country Office 

 

Leading Division: RAP | CSA: 5.7 

Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics 

In cooperation with: FIA, FOA, OCS, RAP 

 

Leading Division: RAP | CSA: 5.7 

Technical Assistance to Agriculture Census-2018 in Bangladesh 

In cooperation with: FAO Country Office 

 

Leading Division: RAP | CSA: 5.7 

Support to planning of technically sound Renewable Natural Resources (RNR) census in 
Bhutan 

In cooperation with: FAO Country Office 

 

Leading Division: RAP | CSA: 5.7 

Support to monitoring Food Security and Sustainable Agriculture in the context of 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 2 and 13 

In cooperation with: FAO Country Office 

  

Leading Division: RAP | CSA: 5.7 

Technical Assistance for Planning of Agricultural Census 2018/19 in Lao PDR and Pakistan 

In cooperation with: FAO Country Office 
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Leading Division: RAP | CSA: 5.7 

Assistance for the first Timor-Leste Agricultural Census (TLAC) 

In cooperation with: FAO Country office 

 

Leading Division: RAP | CSA: 5.7 

Solomon Islands National Agriculture Livelihood Survey (SINALS) 

 

Leading Division: REU | CSA: 5.7 

Assistance to the Committee on Statistics, under the Ministry of National Economy of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, in pilot testing AGRIS  

 

Leading Division: REU | CSA: 5.7 

Assistance to the National Statistics Office of Georgia in improving the current agricultural 
survey producing SDG indicators 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Leading Division: REU | CSA: 5.7 

Capacity building for the State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan in 
producing SDG indicators 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.c.1 and 6.4.1 

In cooperation with: CBL, ESS, EST 

 

Leading Division: REU | CSA: 5.7 

Assistance to the National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic in creating an 
updated list of farmers 

 

Leading Division: REU | CSA: 5.7 

Assistance to the National Statistical Committee of the Republic of Belarus in preparation 
of the joint population and agricultural census in 2019 

 

Leading Division: REU | CSA: 5.7 

Assistance to the National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia in improving the 
current agricultural survey within the framework of the AGRIS project 

 

Leading Division: REU | CSA: 5.7 

Capacity development of the Statistics Sector in the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development of Albania 
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Leading Division: RLC | CSA: 5.7 

Technical Assistance to member countries in Latin America and the Caribbean to generate, 
analyze and disseminate food security, agricultural and rural statistics, including associated 
with Agricultural Censuses 

In cooperation with: ESS, OSP 

 

Leading Division: RLC | CSA: 5.7 

Technical Assistance to countries in South America on the calculation of SDG indicators 
under FAO custody 

In cooperation with: CBL, ESS, FIA, FOA, OCS 

 

Leading Division: RNE | CSA: 5.7 

Support to Enhancing Geospatial Data Management for Improved Agricultural Monitoring 
in Lebanon 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Leading Division: RNE | CSA: 5.7 

Support to the Implementation of the Agricultural Census of Sudan 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Leading Division: RNE | CSA: 5.7 

Capacity development for the government in Iraq in monitoring and reporting SDGs under 
FAO’s custody 
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4. Coordination and Governance 
 

METHODOLOGY AND ANALYSES 

Statistical standards and classifications 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 4.2 

Coordination, review and dissemination of corporate standards and methods 

The Chief Statistician manages the overall governance and coordination of the FAO statistical 
system and provides technical leadership and guidance on how statistical activities should be 
carried out at FAO, in order to meet the quality standards defined in the FAO Statistics Quality 
Assurance Framework (SQAF). One of the areas that requires coordination is the 
implementation of statistical standards being developed and endorsed by the Inter 
Departmental Working Group (IDWG) on Statistics. These standards are aimed at addressing 
the coherence of data generation among different FAO divisions and will have a great role to 
play in addressing issues related to data quality dimensions, which are usually expressed in 
terms of Relevance, Accuracy and Reliability, Timeliness and Punctuality, Coherence and 
Comparability, Accessibility and Clarity. 

In cooperation with: IDWG 

 

Methodology for data sources and subject matters 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 4.3 

FAO’s Statistical Working System Project - Phase III 

The Statistical Working System (SWS) is a corporate system that supports data collection, 
processing and validation, metadata management and quality assessment of corporate 
datasets in line with the Generic Statistical Business Process Model. The SWS is implemented 
under a CapEx project, whose Phase III (2018-2019) will cover the integration of 20+ statistical 
processes in six divisions and the development of new IT functionalities. 

In cooperation with: CBL, CIO, FIA, FOA, OCS, OSP 

 

STRATEGIC AND MANAGERIAL ISSUES 

Statistical programmes; coordination within statistical systems (within FAO) 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.2 

Implementation of Administrative Circular 2015/22 

FAO Administrative Circular 2015/22 sets out a new accountability framework for FAO’s 
statistical activities and gives the Chief Statistician responsibility for ensuring consistency, 
reducing duplication of efforts and guaranteeing the quality of FAO data. The Accountability 
Framework includes the review and approval of FAO’s statistical activities and of consultants’ 
terms of references and vacancy announcements for FAO Statisticians. These responsibilities 
are carried out by the Chief Statistician with significant support from the Inter Departmental 
Working Group (IDWG) on Statistics. The framework applies to all divisions across the 
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organization whose activities include statistics or statistical components. The framework 
concerns both ongoing and new activities. In order to implement the Administrative Circular, 
divisions are asked to provide details about their statistical activities via an online 
questionnaire called the Quality Assessment and Planning Survey (QAPS). The information 
collected is used to develop the Statistical Programme of Work.  

In cooperation with: AGA, AGP, CBC, CBL, CIO, DDN, DPS, ESA, ESN, ESP, ESS, EST, FIA, FOA, 
RAF, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE, AGL, OCC, TCE, TCI, TCS 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.2 

Statistics Coordination Portal, Statistics Technical Network and FAO Statistics webpage 

Management of the Statistics Coordination Portal including: managing the membership of the 
Statistics Technical Network, liaising with the Information Technology Division (CIO) as 
necessary, and developing strategies to promote the network to potential members and to 
engage users. 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.2 

Coordination of statistical activities related to SDG indicators 

The activity aims to coordinate the activities of different groups working on SDG indicators 
and advance the harmonization of data collection tools and standards for methodological 
development. The activity was embedded within a formal structure in February 2016, with 
the establishment of the Inter Departmental Working Group (IDWG) on Statistics sub-group 
on FAO-relevant SDG indicators. This activity has a foreseen duration of 15 years, covering 
the timespan of the 2030 Agenda. The key objective is to constitute a streamlined network 
where information is shared, discussed and coordinated with the aim of ensuring a coherent 
and effective tutelage of the SDG indicators under FAO custodianship. 

In cooperation with: AGA, AGP, CBL, CIO, DDN, ESA, ESN, ESP, ESS, EST, FIA, FOA, AGL 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.2 

Coordination of the Interdepartmental Working Group (IDWG) on Statistics and the 
Technical Task Force 

The IDWG on Statistics promotes interdivisional coordination and cooperation on statistical 
programmes and ensures corporate consistency and alignment in statistical practices. It also 
endorses methodologies, common conceptual frameworks and innovations and ensures the 
implementation of corporate standards. Furthermore, it oversees and coordinates corporate 
statistical work and provides guidance on the implementation of the statistical components 
of FAO projects.  It is composed of members of FAO Technical Divisions and Regional Offices. 
The IDWG is Chaired by the Chief Statistician, the Technical Task Force by the Senior 
Coordinator (Statistics Governance). There are currently 19 members of the IDWG and 23 
members of the Technical Task Force. 

In cooperation with: AGA, AGP, CBC, CBL, CIO, DPS, ESA, ESN, ESP, ESS, EST, FIA, FOA, OSP, 
RAF, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE 
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Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.2 

Mainstreaming gender statistics into FAO's statistics programme of work 

In collaboration with ESP, this activity aims to identify FAO needs for more disaggregated 
gender-related data at the corporate level and to plan activities to meet these needs. A 
starting point for this work has been the integration of a module on gender into the QAPS 
2018-19. 

In cooperation with: ESP 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.2 

Mainstreaming statistics into the project cycle 

The aim of this activity is to mainstream statistics through FAO's Project Cycle. Two questions, 
with supporting explanations, have been introduced at Concept Note (CN) level under 
‘internal oversight requirements’ into the FAO Field Programme Management Information 
System (FPMIS) to capture the statistical component of projects during the formulation phase. 
This means that the OCS receives notifications of project proposals involving a statistical 
component. Furthermore, projects under Objective 6 require a formal appraisal of the project 
document by the Chief Statistician. The activity enables the OCS to: review the CN and contact 
the Formulator/Project Task Force, where necessary; assess the need for guidance, support, 
oversight by OCS and facilitate the participation of OCS in the formulation, future oversight 
and/or implementation of the project with regards to statistics. 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.2 

SDG indicators Communication Portal 

The information portal, which is embedded in the FAO SDG webpages and in the FAO intranet, 
was launched in 2017 and provides comprehensive information to all external users on the 
SDG indicators under FAO custodianship. For each indicator, in particular, detailed 
information is provided on statistical methods, data collection tools, focal points, statistical 
capacity development initiatives, e-learning courses, key data and charts. The data 
dissemination platform, which relies on open-source software, was incorporated in early 
2018 in the individual SDG indicator webpages, and provides access to national, regional, and 
global-level data through interactive visualization tools. http://www.fao.org/sustainable-
development-goals/indicators/en/. 

In cooperation with: AGA, CBL, CIO, DPS, ESS, FIA, FOA 

 

Leading Division: RNE | CSA: 5.2 

Regional Programme for Improving Gender Statistics for Agriculture and Rural 
Development 

Provide support to the further development of the RNE Regional Programme for Improving 
Gender Statistics for Agriculture and Rural Development. 

In cooperation with: ESS 

http://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals/indicators/en/
http://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals/indicators/en/


70 
 

Leading Division: RNE | CSA: 5.2 

Monitoring and following up ESS questionnaires circulated to the MENA region for data 
collection 

Monitoring and following up ESS questionnaires circulated, or to be circulated, to the MENA 
region for data collection, any time during the 2018-19 biennium. 

 

Quality frameworks and measurement of performance of statistical systems and offices 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.3 

Implementation of the Statistics Quality Assurance Framework (SQAF) to FAO statistical 
processes 

Activities related to implementing the FAO Statistics quality assurance framework. 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.3 

Corporate Monitoring and Reporting 

Within the scope of Corporate Monitoring and Reporting, the OCS is responsible for the 
reporting of the Strategic Objective (SO) and Outcome level indicators. Indicators at SO level 
(39 SDG indicators) are monitored to report trends and progress toward the achievement of 
the development objectives. Indicators at the Outcome level measure the number of 
countries that have made the necessary changes and established the required capacities to 
achieve the SOs, in the areas where FAO can contribute at country level, or the extent to 
which the international community has made progress on improving the global enabling 
environment. 

In cooperation with: CIO, ESS, EST, FIA, FOA, OSP, RAF, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE 

 

Coordination of international statistical work 

Leading Division: ESN | CSA: 5.6 

International Food Data Conference (IFDC) and Coordination of INFOODS 

INFOODS is the International Network of Food Data Systems. It was established in 1984. It is 
a worldwide network of food composition experts aiming to improve the quality, availability, 
reliability and use of food composition data. INFOODS also stands as a forum through which 
international harmonization and support for food composition activities can be achieved and 
advocated. INFOODS is organized into several regional data centres with a global coordinator. 
In this context, INFOODS and FAO provide guidelines, standards, compilation tools, databases, 
capacity development tools, policy advice, advocacy tools, technical assistance at country 
level; and they represent a fora to link agriculture, biodiversity, food systems, health and 
nutrition to achieve better nutrition worldwide. INFOODS is ongoing. Every 2 years INFOODS 
assists in organizing the International Food Data Conference. 

 

 



71 
 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 5.6 

Inter-secretariat Working Group on Household Surveys (ISWGHS) 

The ISWGHS was established by the Statistical Commission at its forty-sixth session in 2015, 
under the aegis of the United Nations Statistics Division of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs, to foster coordination and harmonization of household survey activities. The 
major elements of the Inter-secretarial Working Group's governance arrangements include 
bodies within the group, as well as entities that have been established by bodies outside the 
Inter-secretariat Working Group. These external entities pursue similar objectives of 
improving the quality, availability and use of survey data through coordination and 
collaboration. Where applicable, the Inter-secretariat Working Group will coordinate with 
those entities to take into account their work into its own work programme. The members of 
the Inter-Secretariat Working Group comprising its management group include seven 
international organizations: six agencies directly involved in the design and implementation 
of household surveys and the Statistics Division. The Chair of the group rotates among the 
seven organizations. The Statistics Division serves as secretariat of the group. The group 
specific objectives are: promoting the development of household survey methodology; 
fostering the use of common standards and methods; encouraging documentation and 
dissemination of survey metadata and data; promoting the use of survey data for research; 
and developing partnerships for capacity development. 

 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 5.6 

Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics 

The Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics is a ground-breaking effort to 
strengthen agricultural statistics. The goal of the Global Action Plan that was designed for six 
years of implementation is to contribute to greater food security, reduced food price 
volatility, and higher incomes and greater well-being for rural populations through evidence-
based policies. The plan is centered on the three pillars of the Global Strategy: (1) establish a 
minimum set of core data; (2) integrate agriculture into the national statistical system; and 
(3) foster sustainability of the statistical system through governance and statistical capacity 
building. The main elements of the Global Action Plan are governance, country assessments, 
and technical components (technical assistance, training, and research). The technical 
components are interlinked and well-articulated to form a consistent capacity development 
programme. 
In cooperation with: FIA, FOA, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE, SP2 
 

Leading Division: FIA | CSA: 5.6 

Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP) 

The Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP) provides a mechanism to 
coordinate the fishery statistical programmes of regional fishery bodies and other inter-
governmental organizations with a remit for fishery statistics. Functional since 1960, the 
purpose of the CWP is to: continually review fishery statistics requirements for research, 
policy-making and management; agree on standard concepts, definitions, classifications and 
methodologies for the collection and collation of fishery and aquaculture statistics and submit 
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proposals for the coordination and streamlining of statistical activities among the relevant 
intergovernmental organizations. 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 5.6 

Annual meetings of the Inter-secretariat Working Group (IWG) on Forest Sector Statistics 

It is 1-2-day meeting with two main goals: (i) review joint data collection and results achieved 
during the year before; and (ii) to prepare the statistical cycle for the current year. The 
members are: FAO Forestry Department, Eurostat, ITTO, UNECE and OECD (observer). 

In cooperation with: OCS 

 

Leading Division: FOA | CSA: 5.6 

Global Forest Resources Assessment – Coordination 

FAO has been collecting and analyzing data on forest area since 1947. This is done at intervals 
of 5-10 years as part of the Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA). FRA 2015 contains 
information for 234 countries and territories on more than 100 variables related to the extent 
of forests, characteristics, management, uses and values for five points in time: 1990, 2000, 
2005, 2010 and 2015. All data are provided to FAO by countries in the form of a country report 
following a standard format, which includes the original data and reference sources and 
descriptions of how these have been used to estimate values for different points in time. (for 
definitions, reporting guidelines and format in English, French and Spanish see 
http://www.fao.org/forest-resources-assessment/current-assessment/en/).  

Officially nominated national correspondents and their teams prepare the country reports for 
the assessment. Some prepare more than one report as they also report on dependent 
territories. For the remaining countries and territories where no information is provided, a 
report is prepared by FAO using existing information and a literature search. Once received, 
the country reports undergo a rigorous review process to ensure correct use of definitions 
and methodology as well as internal consistency. A comparison is made with past assessments 
and other existing data sources. Regular contacts between national correspondents and FAO 
staff by e-mail and regional/sub-regional review workshops form part of this review process. 
All country reports (including those prepared by FAO) are sent to the respective Head of 
Forestry for validation before finalization. The data are then aggregated at sub-regional, 
regional and global levels by the FRA team at FAO. 

In cooperation with: CBC, CIO, ESS, RAF, RAP, REU, RLC, RNE 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.6 

Revision of international classifications 

This area of work seeks to coordinate FAO’s contribution to the revision of international 
classifications, aiming to harmonize schemes in use at FAO, thus improving data comparability 
and integration, as well as resource use efficiency. 

In cooperation with: AGP, CIO, ESS, EST, FIA, FOA 

http://www.fao.org/forest-resources-assessment/current-assessment/en/
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Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.6 

Inter-agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) 

On 6 March 2015, at its forty-sixth session, the United Nations Statistical Commission created 
the Inter-agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators (IAEG-SDGs). The IEAG-SDGs consists of 
27 representatives of national statistical offices and one ex officio member (the Chair of the 
Statistical Commission) and also includes, as observers, representatives of regional 
commissions and regional and international agencies. Members of the Group are nominated 
through existing regional mechanisms for an initial period of two years, after which some are 
expected to be rotated, as agreed by the respective regional mechanisms, with a view to 
ensuring equitable regional representation and technical expertise and including members of 
the least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing 
States. The UN Statistics Division (UNSD) acts as the secretariat of the Expert Group. The IAEG-
SDGs was tasked to develop and implement the global indicator framework for the Goals and 
targets of the 2030 Agenda. The global indicator framework was developed by the IAEG-SDGs 
and agreed upon, including refinements on several indicators, at the 48th session of the 
United Nations Statistical Commission held in March 2017. The global indicator framework 
was subsequently adopted by the General Assembly on 6 July 2017 and is contained in the 
Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on Work of the Statistical Commission 
pertaining to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/71/313).  

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.6 

Expert Group on international statistical classifications 

The Expert Group was established to ensure harmonization and convergence among the 
classifications in the International Family of International Statistical Classifications. It 
examines the status of the work on international classifications, makes recommendations 
concerning future directions to the United Nations Statistical Commission, and serves as the 
central coordinating body for the work on international classifications. It agrees on strategies 
for updating and revising classifications and reviews the underlying principles, as well as 
practical proposals to bring about the convergence of existing classifications. It is composed 
of members from international organizations - custodians and major users of international 
classifications, as well as representatives from developed and developing countries and 
regional agencies. 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.6 

Committee of the Chief Statisticians of the United Nations System (CCS-UNS) 

The CCS-UNS was formally established on 10 September 2014 in accordance with decision 
45/112 of the Statistical Commission. It comprises the statistical services of United Nations 
funds and programmes, specialized agencies and the Secretariat, as well as the regional 
economic and social commissions, the mandates of which include the provision of 
international official statistics in the context of the principles governing international 
statistical activities. The Committee promotes coherent and integrated system-wide United 
Nations actions to support statistics at the national, regional and international levels, 
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following the principles governing international statistical activities, adopted by the 
Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities in 2005, and the Fundamental 
Principles of Official Statistics, adopted by the General Assembly in 2015. Taking into account 
the comparative advantages of each member, the Committee encourages coordinated efforts 
by United Nations agencies and programmes in strengthening national statistical capacity 
through the definition of common approaches and joint interventions. In particular, the 
Committee supports the modernization of national statistical systems and the reinforcement 
of their capacity to respond to new data demands for underpinning evidence-based 
policymaking, including the monitoring of global, regional and national development goals. 
Recognizing that national needs and priorities should guide the United Nations system’s 
efforts to support national statistical systems, the Committee supports the development and 
full implementation of international statistical standards in member States for the production 
of high-quality and internationally comparable data. The Committee promotes the 
coordination of the statistical programmes of the United Nations system entities with the aim 
of “delivering as one”, by fostering synergies, avoiding duplication and overlap, and 
facilitating data exchange. It promotes the adoption of common quality criteria to drive the 
statistical production of all agencies of the United Nations system and supports the sharing 
of knowledge and good practices. It also defines common United Nations positions on 
statistical matters, to be reported at the Statistical Commission or at other coordination 
bodies, such as the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities. 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.6 

Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) 

The CCSA promotes interagency coordination and cooperation on statistical programmes and 
consistency in statistical practices and development. As a forum of committed members, it 
fosters good practices in statistical activities of international organisations, in accordance with 
the Principles Governing International Statistical Activities, and within the constraints of their 
own governance arrangements and resource envelopes. The members of the CCSA are 
committed to contributing actively to the development of a coordinated global statistical 
system producing and disseminating high-quality statistics, e.g. by facilitating the 
development and well-functioning of regional and national statistical systems. The members 
of the CCSA comprise international and supra-national organizations whose mandate includes 
the provision of international official statistics in the context of the Principles Governing 
International Statistical Activities, and with a permanent embedded statistical service in their 
organization and regular contacts with countries. The Secretariat of the CCSA is hosted at the 
United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD). 

In cooperation with: AGA, AGP, CBC, CBL, DDN, DDP, ESA, ESN, ESP, ESS, EST, FIA, FOA 

 

Leading Division: OCS | CSA: 5.6 

Secretariat Services to the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Food Security, Agricultural 
and Rural Statistics (IAEG-AG) 

In 2012, at the 43rd session, the UNSC endorsed the proposal to establish an Inter-Agency 
and Expert Group on Agricultural and Rural Statistics (IAEG-AG) to bring countries and 
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agencies together to develop and document good practices and guidelines on concepts, 
methods and statistical standards for food security, sustainable agriculture and rural 
development. The UNSC asked the IAEG-AG to report to the Commission on its activities when 
appropriate. The IAEG-AG is comprised of high-level experts in statistics for food security, 
sustainable agriculture and rural development from national governments and international 
organizations. Membership is on a voluntary basis and parties interested in joining the IAEG 
can submit requests for membership to the Secretariat, hosted at FAO. The IAEG meets at 
least once a year, generally at the margins of the UNSC meetings. The Group members might 
decide to hold additional meetings (virtually or face-to-face) as needs and opportunities arise.  
Attendance is open to all IAEG members, and to other experts, statistical offices, and agencies 
by invitation. The IAEG-AG may establish task teams on specific topics. The IAEG-AG’s task is 
to guide methodological developments in statistics for food security, sustainable agriculture, 
and rural development. Its overall objectives are: to facilitate the development of new 
international statistical standards in the areas of food security, sustainable agriculture, and 
rural development; to facilitate the coordination and integration of statistics on food security, 
sustainable agriculture, and rural development with related international statistical standards 
from other statistical domains and to advise the Global Office regarding the research 
programme of the Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics. 

In cooperation with: AGA, AGP, CIO, ESS, EST, FIA, FOA 

 

Leading Division: RAF | CSA: 5.6 

26th African Commission on the Agricultural Statistics (AFCAS) in 2019 

During its 11th Session (1961), the FAO Conference approved the creation of the African 
Commission on Agricultural Statistics (AFCAS). The Commission was subsequently established 
by the Director General in October 1962. The goals of the African Commission on Agricultural 
Statistics are to: (i) study the status of food and agricultural statistics in the region; (ii) advise 
Member Countries on the development and harmonization of agricultural statistics in the 
general context of FAO’s statistical activities; (iii) organize meetings for study groups or other 
subsidiary bodies made up of national experts to achieve these goals. 

In cooperation with: ESS 

 

Leading Division: RAP | CSA: 5.6 

Asia Pacific Commission on Agriculture Statistics (APCAS) 

The Asia and Pacific Commission on Agricultural Statistics (APCAS) is a statutory body of FAO. 
APCAS brings together senior statistics officials from FAO member countries of the Asia and 
Pacific region, who are responsible for the development of agricultural statistics in their 
respective countries. They review the developments in their agricultural statistical systems 
since the last session and exchange ideas with experts from FAO and other organizations on 
the state of food and agricultural statistics in the continent. The Commission is held once 
every two years. 
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Leading Division: RLC | CSA: 5.6 

FAO/OEA-CIE/IICA Working Group on Agricultural and Livestock Statistics for Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

The objective of the meeting is to review the state of food and agricultural statistics in the 
region, to advise Member Nations on the new technological and methodological advances for 
the improvement and development of the national programmes on food and agricultural 
statistics. 

In cooperation with: ESS, OCS 

 

Technical cooperation and capacity development 

Leading Division: ESS | CSA: 5.7 

Rural Livelihoods Information System (RuLIS) - Coordination 

The first phase of RuLIS involved establishing a methodology applied to 57 surveys to compute 
harmonized indicators of livelihoods at the household level. After completing this first phase, 
it is envisaged that ESS will operate as coordinator of the efforts aimed at expanding the 
dataset to more surveys, and dissemination. This will entail coordination of the processing of 
survey data undertaken by other parties, and especially by National Statistical Offices who 
own the micro-data. This process started in 2018, by communicating with NSOs and asking 
for feedback on the process and the results obtained. Meetings were held with the NSOs of 
Uganda, Ethiopia, and Georgia, at which national officers were exposed to the methodologies 
followed by ESS in processing surveys and the results obtained; on which they offered 
feedback. 

In cooperation with: ESA, ESP, SP3 

 

Leading Division: RNE | CSA: 5.7 

Roundtable discussion for the WCA 2020 volume 2 in the MENA region 

Working with the WCA (World Programme for the Census of Agriculture) HQ team, to 
organize the roundtable discussion for the WCA 2020 volume 2 in the MENA region. 

In cooperation with: ESS 
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