
Background
 
Fish and fishery products are among the 
world’s most traded commodities with about 35 
percent of global fish production (live-weight 
equivalent) entering international trade. For 
many developing countries, trade in fish and 
fishery products from capture and aquaculture 
combined, represents a significant source of 
foreign currency earnings, employment, value 
addition and food security.
 
In light of an increasingly globalized 
environment, the inherent complexity of fish and 
fish product supply chains and growing concerns 
over environmental issues and sustainability, 
traceability has a great significance to key 
stakeholders along the supply chain. Aside from 
its explicit role to comply with food safety and 
quality requirements, traceability is witnessing 
a notable expansion in its role in addressing 
concerns related to Illegal, Unregulated and 
Unreported (IUU) fishing, seafood fraud and 
social responsibility.
 
Likewise, social responsibility has become a 
major concern in fisheries due to cases of labour 
rights violations and human rights abuses, 

which have been found at different stages of 
the fisheries value chain – especially during 
fish harvesting, farming and processing. Like 
in other sectors, numerous international and 
national initiatives are now calling for increased 
social responsibility and improvements of 
social and labour conditions in fisheries and 
aquaculture value chains.
 
The “Agadir Dialogue on Traceability 
and Social Responsibility in Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Value Chains” is a platform for the 
region’s producing and exporting countries to 
engage in a dialogue involving industry leaders, 
professional organizations, regulatory bodies, 
regional institutions, fishermen and workers 
associations and other relevant stakeholders.  
The “Agadir Dialogue” is a step to facilitate 
effective discussions during two roundtables: 
one on traceability and the other on social 
responsibility.
 
The Traceability roundtable will allow 
participants to discuss current practices and 
requirements to meet traceability needs of 
national and international markets. Potential 
incentives to drive buy-in to the value of full-
chain traceability systems will be discussed by 
participants, who will also identify challenges 

and priority actions to the adoption of such 
systems. Additionally, the roundtable will 
establish an industry-supported learning and 
collaborative convening for the African fishery 
industry striving to engage and keep up-to-date 
with emerging and advancing technologies that 
support traceability implementation.
 
The Social Responsibility roundtable will foster 
an open dialogue with a focus on measures 
for social responsibility in the fisheries and 
aquaculture sector as strategic approaches 
to promote and ensure sustainable human 
and labour rights along the value chain. In 
light of these concerns, the sixteenth session 
of the FAO Sub-Committee on Fish Trade 
placed social responsibility on its agenda for 
the very first time. At the thirty-third session 
of the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI) 
in July 2018, the Committee recommended 
that a guidance on social sustainability be 
developed in cooperation with relevant 
stakeholders, including industry and fish 
workers associations. The roundtable provides 
an important opportunity for all relevant 
stakeholders to give inputs and feedback on the 
FAO’s ongoing work on social sustainability in 
the fisheries value chain. 
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09:00-09:30
Welcoming remarks:
Department of Maritime Fisheries, Morocco
Ms Florence Rolle, FAO Representative in Morocco
Mr Jonas Spahn, Project Manager Food, Swiss Import Promotion Programme (SIPPO)

Roundtable 1: Social Responsibility in Fisheries and Aquaculture Value Chains

09:30-10:45 Moderator: Introduction, objectives, roadmap and status of work, Mr Marcio Castro De Souza, Senior 
Fishery Officer, FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, and Secretary of the FAO Sub-Committee 
on Fish Trade

Panelists will present introductory statements on decent work and social responsibility in fisheries and 
aquaculture value chains.
 
• Department of Maritime Fisheries, Morocco
• Mr Alexander Rodriguez, Executive Secretary, Long Distance Fleet Advisory Council (LDAC), Euro-
pean Union  
• Mr Julio Morón, Managing Director, Producers’ Organization of Large Freezer Tuna Vessels (OPA-
GAC), Spain 
• Ms Sana Taktak Keskes, Association of Women collecting clams, Tunisia 
• Mr Hassan Sentissi, President, National Federation of Seafood Processing and Valorization Industries 
(FENIP), Morocco
• Mr Sid’Ahmed Abeid, President, National Fishing Federation – Artisanal section (FNP), Mauritania

10:45-12:30 Discussion: Participants are encouraged to ask questions and share challenges, experiences and
success stories.

Lunch break

Roundtable 2: Seafood Traceability

14:00-14:45 Moderator: Mr Lahsen Ababouch, International Fisheries Expert, SIPPO 
 
Introduction to FAO work on traceability and emerging issues, Ms Nada Bougouss, Consultant, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Department, FAO

Panelists will discuss current practices, requirements and challenges to meet traceability needs of nation-
al and international markets.
 
• Department of Maritime Fisheries, Morocco
• Mr Johan Williams, Chair, ISO Technical Committee Fisheries and Aquaculture
• Ms Rakia Bel Kahia, General Manager, Interprofessional Grouping of Fishery Products (GIPP), Tunisia 
• Mr Mohamed Naji, Lecturer and Fisheries Economist, IAV Hassan II, Morocco   
• Mr Marco Frederiksen, Traceability Expert, EUROFISH 
• Ms Susan Roxas, Global Dialogue on Seafood Traceability (virtual presentation)  

14:45-16:30 Discussion: The audience is invited to ask questions and discuss potential incentives for full-chain trace-
ability systems, legality and transparency in fisheries and aquaculture value chains

16:30-17:00 Closure by Mr Marcio Castro De Souza, Senior Fishery Officer, FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Depart-
ment, and Secretary of the FAO Sub-Committee on Fish Trade

Follow us on Twitter: @FAOfish   #sociallyresponsible #traceability 

http://twitter.com/FAOfish
http://twitter.com/hashtag/sustainability?src=hash
http://twitter.com/hashtag/sustainability?src=hash

