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ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION 

Thirty-sixth Session 

[virtual] Thailand, 5-7  May 2021  

The APFIC Technical Webinar Series 

 

1. The Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) acts as a Regional Consultative Forum that 
works in partnership with other regional organizations and arrangements and members. It 
provides advice, coordinates activities and acts as an information broker to increase 
knowledge of fisheries and aquaculture in the Asia Pacific region to underpin decision 
making.  

2. The biennial session of the Commission is preceded by the Regional consultative Forum 
Meeting (RCFM) whereby member countries and regional partners discuss regional issues 
and propose approaches to address opportunities and concerns through the APFIC process. 
The outcomes and recommendations of the RCFM are forwarded to the Commission for 
deliberation and endorsement.  

3. The COVID-19 pandemic has had a particular impact on the work of APFIC during 2020, 
preventing the convening of the Session and RCFM and the regional consultative workshops 
that form a major part of the Commission’s workplan.  

4. The APFIC Technical Webinar Series is part of the APFIC Secretariat’s effort to restart the 
activities of the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission in the context of post-COVID new-normal of 
virtual events, webinars and workshops.  

5. The APFIC Secretariat has therefore developed a series of webinars, based on the work 
programme and the priorities of APFIC, as a replacement for the traditional face to face 
Regional Consultative Forum Meeting that could not be convened in 2020.  

6. The webinar series commenced end of January 2021 and were scheduled to largely take 
place prior to the virtual 36th  APFIC Session in May 2021.  

7. The webinar themes and  short descriptions are presented below. 

WEBINAR 1 

 

Webinar summary: This  webinar will explore the potential  for  incorporating  fisheries  (and aquaculture) 

into water management,  especially irrigation. The speakers will cover technical aspects of   improving water 

connectivity and  flows; provision of refuges and habitat management and  stocking of systems. Invited guests 

form   water management sector and   investment will also give their perspectives on the feasibility 

and   financial   viability of integration of   these approaches into irrigation and water management. This webinar 
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builds on several publications  that  have been prepared by APFIC Secretariat staff , FAO  and  partners 

(WorldFish and  IWMI). 

http://www.fao.org/apfic/publications/inland-capture-fisheries/en/ 

 

Title Presentations Resource persons Duration Tentative 

date 

 Introduction to the   webinar Simon Funge-Smith 

(APFIC/FAO) 

11.00-

11.05 

 

Inland 

fisheries 

connectivity,  

irrigation and  

water 

management 
 

FAO 

Facilitators: 

Simon Funge-

Smith 

John Jorgensen 

Felix Marttin 

 

Irrigation’s perspective (13 mins+5 

Q&A) 

Matthew McCartney 

(IWMI) 

11.05-

11.25 

28 

January, 

2021 

 

 

4 hours 

 

Integrating into irrigation systems 

-  fish passage technology 

approaches, Lao PDR/Cambodia 

(12 mins+5 Q&A) 

Lee Baumgartner 

(CSU) 

 

Integration into reservoirs, stocking 

and enhancement  (12 mins+5 

Q&A) 

Simon Funge-Smith 

(APFIC/FAO) 

 

Refuge systems in   rice systems 

(12 mins+5 Q&A)) 

Rick Gregory (FAO 

CAPFISH) 

 

Habitat/nature-based solutions/ 

water management options (12 

mins+5 Q&A) 

Mark Dubois 

(WorldFish) 

 

Myanmar (12 mins+5 Q&A) John Conallin (CSU)  

Thailand water Gate Management 

(12 mins+5 Q&A) 

Apriadee 

Hanpongkittikul  

 

MRC habitat restoration and 

protection project (12 mins+5 

Q&A) 

Ian Cowx  

The investment  perspective: ADB 

(12 mins+5 Q&A) 

David Salter on behalf 

of Niloofar Sadeghi 

(ADB) 

 

Q&A (20 mins)   

     

 

 

WEBINAR 2 

 

Webinar summary: This  webinar is a  launch for the FAO/CSIRO review of illegal fishing in the APFIC 

Region.  It will review the findings of the review, together with the implications and  possible actions. the 

RPOA-IUU will be invited along with other regional organization  panellist’s to  provide their feedback on the 

review.  

 

Title Presentations Resource persons Duration Tentative 

date 

Review of   

illegal fishing 

in APFIC 

region 

Launch 

 

Facilitator: 

Simon Funge-

Smith 

Methodologies used Chris Wilcox (CSIRO) 3  hours 10 

February 

2021 
Key findings of  the review Chris Wilcox (CSIRO) 

Estimates of costs of illegal fishing  Sean Pascoe (CSIRO) 

Implications  and possible actions Simon Funge-Smith 

Panel: How to track progress in the 

region?  

RPOA,  SEAFDEC, 

BOBP-IGO 

 

WEBINAR 3 

Webinar summary: Antimicrobial resistance is simple to understand, yet it is often misunderstood. Because 

antimicrobial resistance has no single solution, it must be fought on many fronts. This webinar seeks to raise 

awareness, share experiences and knowledge on AMR in aquaculture –  where use of antimicrobials has been 

increasing – to better understand the challenges and help boost the global effort to lessen the use of 

http://www.fao.org/apfic/publications/inland-capture-fisheries/en/
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antimicrobials.  The race to do so is urgent. Consider 700 000 are killed every year by drug-resistant infection 

and the cost in terms of increased resistance is borne by society as a whole. FAO experts will give an update on 

the global work to address AMR in aquaculture and an overview on AMR in the Asia-Pacific region.  Experts 

from China and India will share country experience on mitigation of AMR.  An expert from NACA, a regional 

IGO, will describe the gaps and challenges, and outline policy recommendations on mitigating AMR and 

promoting the prudent use of antimicrobials. This webinar will also explore ways to improve governance and 

enhance support to national action plans on AMR under the One Health approach.  
 

Title Presentations Resource persons Duration Tentative 

date 

Antimicrobial  

resistance is 

simple to 

understand, yet it 

is often 

misunderstood. 

Facilitators:  

Tipparat 

Pongthanapanich, 

FAORAP, 

Bangkok; 

Bin Hao, FAO 

Rome 

Introduction (5 mins) 

Tipparat 

Pongthanapanich 

(APFOIC/FAO RAP) 

Total  

2.5 hours 

24 February  

2021 

 

 

Publication 

will be 

released: 

Q1/2021 

Global perspective (15 mins)  
Melba Reantaso, FAO 

Rome 

Regional overview and key 

issues (15 mins) 

Weimin Miao, FAO 

Rome 

AMR and AMU experience 

from China (15 mins) 

Ai Hua Li, Chinese 

Academy of Science, 

Wuhan  

AMR and AMU experience 

from India (15 mins) 

Iddya Karunasagar, Nitte 

University, 

Mangalore,  FAO 

Reference Center for 

AMR 

Gap and challenges, and 

policy recommendations on 

mitigating AMR and promote 

prudent use of antimicrobial 

(15 mins)  

Eduardo Leaño, NACA 

Q&A (20 mins) Facilitators 

Conclusions (10 mins) Facilitators 

 

WEBINAR 4 

Webinar summary: This webinar session looks at stock assessment and why it makes sense for Asian 

countries. It is intended to show the value of   stock assessment and how it links into broader aspects of 

management decision making as well as policy/trade. The webinar will look at regional examples of   how   

stock assessments have been done in   data poor situations in multi-species , multi gear fisheries. It will also 

look at how   countries have used assessments to develop policy and management decisions.  There will also be 

a session on the interlinkages between stock assessment and trade, with some examples involving trade 

agreements, SDGs, IUU and WTO. Finally, there will be a discussion on priorities and needs for a regional 

programme for capacity building.  

 

Title Presentations Resource persons Duration Tentative 

date 

Multispecies Stock 

assessment for 

management 

 

Facilitator: 

Simon Funge-smith 

(APFIC/FAORAP) 

Showcasing data-poor 

fishery assessments (15 

mins +5 Q&A) 

 

CSIRO - Keith Sainsbury/Beth 

Fulton 

2.5  hours 10 March  

2021 

Thailand’s experience 

with an MMSY 

assessment  of an 

ecosystem to establish  

total effort/capacity (15 

mins +5 Q&A) 

Nipa/Pavarot/Derek Staples 

Approaches in 

Myanmar, Sri Lanka and 

Indonesia (15 mins +5 

Q&A) 

Rishi Sharma 
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What to do with 

assessment outputs:  

what managers and 

stakeholders want from 

their fishery (15 mins +5 

Q&A) 

Duncan Leadbitter/Derek 

Staples 

The interlinkages 

between stock 

assessment and trade: 

Some examples 

involving trade 

agreements, SDGs, IUU 

and WTO  (15 minutes; 

+5 Q&A) 

Marcio Castro De Souza 

What would a regional 

capacity building 

programme look like? 

Facilitated Q&A (30 

mins?) 

 

 

WEBINAR 5 

Webinar summary: This webinar summarizes the aquaculture innovations recently documented by FAO in six 

Asian countries. Its focus is on the contribution of some of the modern technologies in improving traditional 

systems and practices, and their impacts (economic, environmental and social), apart from upgrading the 

aquaculture value chain. The webinar highlights some of the eco-friendly aquaculture innovations in China, 

climate-smart and hygienic fish drying innovation from India, community-based mariculture technologies from 

Indonesia, sustainable aquaculture innovations from the Philippines, innovations for greener and cleaner 

aquaculture emerging in Thailand, and the multistage shrimp farming protocols developed in Vietnam. The 

deliberations at this webinar are also expected to be useful for policymakers, potential donors, and entrepreneurs 

to identify innovative investment domains for large scale adoption and up scaling in the Asia Pacific region. 

 

Title Presentations Resource persons Duration Tentative 

date 

Pushing the 

frontier of 

aquaculture 

development 

with innovation 

 

 

Facilitators: 

Salin (AIT) 

Tipparat  

Introduction and overview 

of innovations in Asia (10 

mins) 

Tipparat Pongthanapanich, FAO 

Regional Office for Asia and the 

Pacific, Bangkok 

2.5 hours 25 March  

2021 

Adaptability versus 

flexibility: emerging 

paradigms of aquaculture 

innovations in Asia 

Salin Krishna, Asian Institute of 

Technology (AIT) 

 

  

Productive and eco-

friendly aquaculture 

innovations in China 

Shouqi XIE, Institute of 

Hydrbiology, Chinese Academy 

of Sciences, Wuhan 

 

  

India’s climate-smart and 

hygienic fish dryers for 

possible uptake in South 

and Southeast Asia 

Kuldeep K. Lal, ICAR-National 

Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources 

(NBFGR), Lucknow 

 

  

The community-based 

mariculture technology 

innovations in Indonesia 

Irzal Effendi, IPB University, 

Bogor 

 

  

Filip innovations for 

sustainable aquaculture 

Maria Rowena R. Romana-Eguia, 

SEAFDEC Aquaculture 

Department, Philippines 

 

  

Aquaculture innovations 

for better environment 

and livelihoods in 

Thailand 

Gridsada Deein, Naresuan 

University, Phitsanulok 
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Innovations in shrimp 

farming: a successful 

multiple-stage farming 

technology in Viet Nam 

Phan Thi Van, Research Institute 

for Aquaculture No.1 (RIA-1), 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development, Hanoi 

  

Conclusions and way 

forward (10 mins) 

Facilitators   

Q&A (20 mins)    

 

WEBINAR 6 

Webinar summary: APFIC, FAO and UNCTAD are organizing a webinar on fisheries subsidies and the 

current negotiations at the World Trade Organization (WTO). The webinar will integrate an on-the-ground 

examination of the history and analysis of critical outstanding issues central to the discussions on fisheries 

subsidies. The webinar will also discuss the various multilateral trade, oceans and fisheries governance 

frameworks and how these are integrated into the negotiations. The experts will elaborate on multiple 

instruments that encompass fisheries management, trade, and governance objectives that address some of the 

WTO negotiations mandate's key pillars. The event will also inform about the availability of country support 

involving possible implementation of an agreement on fisheries subsidies, including interagency cooperation 

and technical assistance support. Cooperation under the UNCTAD-FAO-UNEP Inter-Agency Plan of 

Action will be presented as a suitable vehicle for coherent and timely support for the Asia Pacific Region. In 

summary, the webinar aims to provide a forum to enhance the understanding of the negotiation history of 

fisheries subsidies at the WTO, its main pillars and their interconnectivity with existing instruments, and what 

are the various proposals and the main approaches being discussed. A comprehensive picture of this complex 

and intricated process of the negotiations on fisheries subsidies will allow countries in the Asian-Pacific region 

to better understand the possible formats of the future disciplines, eventual impacts and implementation needs, 

including specific requirements of technical support. Following the webinar, participants will have the 

opportunity to schedule individual virtual appointments with FAO and UNCTAD experts. 

 

 

 

Title Presentations Resource persons Duration Tentative 

date 

Subsidies 

and the 

Current 

Negotiations 

at the WTO  

 

Facilitators:  

Simon 

Yoon Jee 

Opening of the Session 

Mr. Simon Funge Smith, 

Moderator 

Senior Fishery Officer, 

FAO Regional Office for 

Asia and the Pacific 

13.00 31 March , 

2021 

 

3 hours 

The Fisheries International 

Framework and its 

Interconnectivity with the 

Negotiations on Fisheries 

Subsidies at the WTO 

Ms. Yoon Jee Kim 

Fisheries Officer, FAO 

Headquarters, Rome – 

Italy 

13.05 

The History of the Negotiations 

on Fisheries Subsidies at the 

WTO and its Current Status 

Ambassador Santiago 

Wills (Colombia) – TBC 

Chair of the Negotiating 

Group on Rules at the 

WTO 

13.20 

Session Break  13.35 

The Main Pillars of the WTO 

Negotiations on Fisheries 

Subsidies and their Crosslinks 

with FAO Instruments 

Mr. Marcio Castro de 

Souza 

Senior Fishery Officer 

(International Trade), 

FAO Headquarters, Rome 

– Italy 

13.40  

Developing Countries and the 

Major Concepts involved at the 

WTO Negotiations on Fisheries 

Subsidies 

Mr. David-Vivas, Legal 

Officer 

Division on International 

Trade and Commodities, 

UNCTAD, Geneva – 

Switzerland 

13.55  

https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ditc-ted-28112019-iapoa2-Pamphlet.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ditc-ted-28112019-iapoa2-Pamphlet.pdf
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Questions and Answers  14.10  

Closing of the presentations Mr. Simon Funge Smith 14.30  

Individual 10-minute meetings 

with the FAO and UNCTAD 

presenters1 

 

14.35  

End of the Session  16.00  

 

WEBINAR 7 

Webinar summary: This webinar looks at the findings of a joint FAO-WorldFish publication on how 

Information and Communication Technologies for Small-scale Fisheries (ICT4SSF) might enable and support 

the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context 

of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines). The webinar also presents ICTs that are being used 

and the potential and real impacts of such use by small-scale fisheries stakeholders. 

 

Title Presentations Resource persons Duration Tentative 

date 

Information and 

communication 

technologies for 

small-scale 

fisheries 

(ICT4SSF) 

Facilitators:  

Susana Siar 

Alex Tilley 

 

Launch of the   document, 

main findings 

RAP/Worldfish 3 hours 06 April  

2021 

IT applications that support  

SSF 

TBD 

SmartFish  WCS CMB/CAPFISH 

App 2 TBD 

App 3 TBD 

App 4 TBD 

Q&A TBD 

 

WEBINAR 8 

Webinar summary: This webinar presents the findings of a joint FAO-WorldFish publication on case studies 

of co-management experiences in Bangladesh, Cambodia, Philippines and Sri Lanka. The webinar will also hear 

about the perspectives from countries that have adapted co-management as an approach for managing small-

scale fisheries. 

 

Title Presentations Resource 

persons 

Duration Tentative 

date 

Characteristics 

and performance 

of co-

management in 

Asia 

Facilitators:  

Susana Siar 

Philippa Cohen 

Highlights of the co-

management report 

WorldFish 3 hours 8 April  

2021 

Country experiences: 

Country 1 

TBD 

Country experiences: 

Country 1 

TBD 

Country experiences: 

Country 1 

TBD 

Q&A Session  

 

 

WEBINAR 9 

Webinar summary: This webinar presents the findings of a joint FAO-AIT desk study on gender in small-scale 

fisheries and aquaculture in Asia. Both desk studies look at the division of labour between women and men in 

specific small-scale fisheries and aquaculture commodities supply chain, the differences with respect to their 

access to assets, resources and entitlements, the drivers of such differences, as well as the critical entry points 

and opportunities for addressing inequalities and discriminatory practices. 

 

Title Presentations Resource persons Duration Tentative 

date 

                                                           
1 Before the day of the Session, at an online web address, there will be the possibility for attendees to schedule individual meetings with 

FAO and UNCTAD staff to clarify or discuss any issue associated with the current negotiations on fisheries subsidies at the WTO. Slots for 

these individual meetings are limited and assigned on a first-come-first-served basis. 
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Women and men in 

small-scale fisheries 

and aquaculture in 

Asia: barriers, 

constraints and 

opportunities towards 

equality and secure 

livelihoods 

Facilitators:  

Susana Siar 

Kyoko Kusakabe 

Findings of the desk study 

on small-scale aquaculture 

(SSA) 

TBD 3 hours 7 

December 

2021 

Findings of the desk study 

on small-scale fisheries 

TBD 

Panel of reactors: Reactor 1  

Countries x 2 

 

 

Table 2: Workplan with detailed dates, titles, schedules and resource persons of the regional virtual technical 

workshops. 

 
Workshop summary: This regional workshop will bring together small-scale fisheries focal points in 

fisheries/agriculture departments/ministries and SDG focal points in the participating countries, to raise their 

awareness about the SDGs, particularly SDG 14.b and its associated indicator 14.b.1, and increase their capacity 

in monitoring, measuring, reporting, and validating this indicator.   

 

Presentations/activity sessions 
Resource 

Persons 
Duration 

Tentative 

date 

Virtual workshop 1: 

Asia Regional Workshop: SDG 14.b and its associated indicator 

14.b.1 

Facilitator: Susana Siar 

 

  

 Orientation to the workshop (welcome and 

introduction of the participants) (20 minutes) 

 Introduction to the purpose of the workshop, 

background and objectives (15 minutes)  

 Presentation and discussion: The SSF Guidelines, 

linkages to SDGs and FAO’s role in SDG progress 

monitoring (30 minutes) – FAO 

 Presentation and discussion: SDG 14.b and its 

associated indicator 14.b.1, including introduction to 

e-learning course on SDG 14.b (60 minutes) – FAO 

Susana 

Siar 

FAO SSF 

team 

13.00 – 

15.30 

15 min 

break 

6-

8/07/2021 

 

Day 1  

 

 Presentations from the five countries identified in 

the Process section (10 minutes presentation 

followed by 5 minutes discussion) (75 minutes) 

 Question and Answer and Exercise on reporting 

against SDG indicator 14.b.1 using country 

examples (45 minutes)  

 

13.00 – 

15.30 

15 min 

break 

Day 2 

 

 Plenary discussion: Reporting and validation issues 

and how to resolve these issues (45 minutes) 

 Plenary discussion: How to effectively develop 

capacity for reporting on and monitoring SDG 14.b 

and its associated indicator 14.b.1 (30 minutes) 

 Closing of the workshop (15 minutes) 

 13.00 – 

15.30 

15 min 

break 

Day 3  
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Virtual workshop 2: 

Surveillance and monitoring virtual training 

Facilitator(s): Tipparat (FAORAP) 

Virtual training based 

on RAP  training 

materials for  AMR 

3 days March  

2021 

Virtual workshop 3: 

AMR and AMU: lessons from project 

implementation by country, awareness raising, 

and policy dialogue  

Facilitator(s): Tipparat (FAORAP) 

Terminal and 

dissemination virtual 

workshop 

3 days August 

2021 

 


