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Dr Vincent Martin, FAO Representative 
in  China and DPR Korea,  and the 
technical team of FAO China Emergency 
Center for Transboundary Animal 
Diseases (ECTAD) were invited to 
participate in the First Summit Forum 
of China Animal Health and Food 
Safety in Beijing from 16-17 November 
2017. The Summit simultaneously 
occurred with the World Antimicrobial 
Resistance Awareness Week (WAAW), 
a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  A n t i m i c r o b i a l 
Resistance (AMR) event of FAO China 
ECTAD Office, of this year. 

The Summit was called in response to the “National Action Plan on the Control of Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) 
(2017-2020)” issued by the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) of China in 2017. Under the support of the Veterinary 
Bureau of the MoA, China Agriculture Press (CAP) and Chinese Veterinary Drug Association (CVDA) co-organized 
this Summit with the theme of “Prudent Usage of Veterinary Drugs and Animal Production Food Safety”. Other 
domestic stakeholders co-supporting the Summit included: China Institute of Veterinary Drug Control (CIVD), China 
Feed Industry Association (CFIA), China Animal Agriculture Association (CAAA), China Food Safety Initiative (CFSI) 
and Farmers’ Daily. The event brought together more than 300 participants from government departments, research 
institutes, animal production and feed production industries, food enterprises, and social media.   

Four thematic sections were included in the Summit: (1) national action plan on AMR and interpretations of its 
policies; (2) practices of veterinary drugs usage: feed industries and animal producing farms; (3) antimicrobial residue 
monitoring: slaughterhouse and food processing sectors; (4) challenges and opportunities to food producing and 
food marketing industries. The participants had in-depth discussions on strengthening the veterinary supervision 
of antimicrobial usage and the stringent implementation of related regulations; enhancing the scientific and 
standardized usage of veterinary antimicrobials; promoting the potential transformation and upgrading of animal 
husbandry; and constantly providing livestock products with good quality.   

During the Summit, the China Animal Health and Food Safety Initiative (CAHFSI) was launched by high-level decision-
makers. The established framework via this initiative is of great importance on promoting the implementation of 
National Action Plan on the control of AMR. The Summit has raised awareness of AMR not only among decision-
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makers in the public and private sectors, but also at media and 
public levels. The effort on which the Summit drives resource and 
experience sharing among government, academia and private 
sectors, has been affirmed. 

In his speech, Dr Vincent Martin reiterated the work priorities of 
FAO in China, especially the importance of One Health approach 
and multi-sectoral cooperation. He expressed that the Summit 
was delivered from an innovative perspective, which brought all 
stakeholders to join the effort on how to address the responsible 
usage of veterinary drugs in a holistic way, which will gather more 
resources to cope with AMR and other veterinary public health 
issues. Furthermore, on behalf of FAO China ECTAD, Dr Jia Beibei 
delivered a speech with the title of “FAO strategies and initiatives 
in animal health and food safety: One Health and the from-farm-
to-table approach”. She introduced to the audiences about the 
concrete examples of how FAO departments jointly worked on 
AMR and the main strategies of the FAO action plan on AMR. 

Dr Jia Beibei from FAO China ECTAD Office was invited as the member of the exam committee to attend the 
graduation oral defense of the second cohort of the Western China Field Epidemiology Training Program (CFETP) in 
Beijing from 21-23 November 2017. The event was organized by the CFETP program office at the Chinese Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (China CDC). Members of the exam committee were mainly composed of the CFETP 
trainers, mentors, and experts at the China CDC. During this defense, 39 health professionals of this cohort presented 
their field work on surveillance, outbreak investigation or emergency response. The reported topics covered 
those zoonoses and non-zoonoses important to the western region of China, including tuberculosis, brucellosis, 
echinococcosis, rabies, malaria (imported cases), food-born disease outbreaks, hepatitis B, measles, and mumps, 
etc. The studies on zoonosis indicated a future need for both public and animal health authorities to emphasize joint 
effort in the field. 

As an innovative branch in the umbrella of CFETP, a one-year WCFETP was launched in 2016 to build epidemiologic 
capacity in the western provinces of China: Chongqing, Guizhou, Yunnan, Qinghai, Tibet, Xinjiang, Ningxia, and Inner 
Mongolia. FAO China ECTAD Office has been collaborating with CFETP on the One Health initiative by joining such 
academic symposiums to address the necessity of information exchange and training experience sharing. 

Academic support to the Western China Field Epidemiology Training Program (WCFETP)

Dr Vincent Martin was delivering a speech in the Summit
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