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We are pleased to bring you Issue 4 for 
2017 of the FAO Philippines Newsletter.

2017 has been a remarkable, productive 
year for our team. It was also an important 
year for us as we celebrated the 40th 
anniversary of the FAO Representation in 
the Philippines—a milestone that we would 
not have reached without the tremendous 
support of the government, our donors 
and resource partners, our regional office 
for Asia and the Pacific and headquarters 
in Rome, and many other institutions that 
have always shared our vision and believed 
in our mandate. This occasion was also an 
opportune time for us to revisit what we 
have accomplished over the years and to 
take stock of the experiences and lessons we 
have gained along the way. Some of these 
stories are featured in this newsletter along 
with recollections from current and former 
Assistant FAO Representatives who were 
more than happy to share their experiences. 

This issue also features the progress of 
our work in combatting antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) in agriculture and livestock 
production. AMR in both the human health 
sector and agriculture is progressing at an 
alarming rate, which has called for a global 
“One Health Approach.” In the Philippines, 
we are supporting the implementation of a 
multi-sectoral national action plan that will 
ensure prudent use of antimicrobial drugs. 
This effort is also being coordinated with the 
Department of Health and the World Health 
Organization as combatting AMR requires a 
proactive, multi-disciplinary approach. 

We also present in this publication our most 
recent activities and strategic response plan 
for the short- to medium-term rehabilitation 
and recovery of livelihoods and the food 
supply chain in Marawi and outlying 
areas within Lanao del Sur that have been 
affected by the armed conflict that lasted 
over 140 days. Relatedly, we are honoured 
that the Government of New Zealand will 
be providing additional funding support 
to FAO, which will enable us to further 
assist communities in the provinces of 
Maguindanao and Cotabato and contribute 
to peace and development in the region. 

Our work in the rest of the country is also 
starting to bear fruit, thanks to the active 
participation by our beneficiary communities 
and counterparts in the Government. 

Since 2013, we have implemented over 

58 Farmer Field Schools across the 
Philippines to promote the “Save and Grow” 
approach for the sustainable intensification 
of rice production. A recent project 
evaluation showed an average increase in 
yield of 
30 percent, 36 percent lower production 
cost and 68 percent increase in net income. 

In South Cotabato and Ifugao provinces, 
our team has been working with indigenous 
communities in the conservation and 
sustainable use of agro-biodiversity in 
traditional agro-ecosystems. FAO has been 
conducting consultation and dialogues 
with beneficiaries to ensure that the core 
principles of self-determination, respect 
for indigenous knowledge, cultures and 
traditional practices, and Free, Prior and 
Informed Consent are fully adopted. 

While we have achieved progress in many 
areas of our work, there is still a long way 
to go in the food security front. The recent 
Chronic Food Insecurity Situation Overview 
in 71 provinces of the Philippines, which 
is featured in this newsletter, reveals that 
four provinces are experiencing severe 
chronic food insecurity while 48 are facing 
moderate chronic food insecurity. The 
most food insecure people tend to be from 
landless poor households, indigenous 
groups, farmers and fisherfolk, unskilled 
laborers and forestry workers. 

This points to the need to accelerate 
our work and push even harder for the 
prioritization of investments in the country’s 
agriculture, fisheries forestry, environment 
and natural resources sectors. 

We count on your continued and stronger 
support as we work more collaboratively 
than ever before with a shared vision 
to eradicate hunger and poverty in the 
Philippines, and enable our communities to 
become more resilient and move forward 
faster than the troubles, threats and 
disasters that jeopardise our food security 
and that of generations to come. 

On this note, I wish you the best of 2018. 
Mabuhay!

WELCOME

Promoting indigenous cultures 
and traditions in agro-
biodiversity conservation

Cover photo: ©FAO/C. Agolini
1962 - H.E. Diosdado P. Macapagal, 
President of the Philippines, on his visit to 
the FAO Headquarters in Rome with Binay 
Ranjan Sen, FAO Director-General 
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(Left) Agriculture and human health sector experts pledge to contribute to the implementation of the AMR strategic plan of 
action at the Antibiotic Awareness Week Summit on 24 November 2017. (Right) Dr Carolyn Benigno, FAO Regional Project 
Coordinator speaks at the event.

ANTIMICROBIAL 
RESISTANCE

Management and staff of the Bureau of Animal Industry of the 
Department of Agriculture (DA-BAI) pose for a photo to mark Antibiotic 

Awareness Week 2017, showing their commitment to combatting 
antimicrobial resistance
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Combatting antimicrobial resistance 
in the Philippines

W ith economic and population 
growth comes a larger demand 
for animal protein across 

the world. In an attempt to boost 
productivity, many producers are 
resorting to the unsustainable use of 
antimicrobial drugs to boost growth 
and close any possible window of 
infection in livestock, poultry and 
farmed fish. 

Antimicrobials use (AMU) in 
agricultural production remains 
crucial in the quest to make food 
available and accessible to all, 
in enhancing food safety, animal 
welfare and income potential. 
However, inappropriate and excessive 
application reverses the benefits as 
harmful microorganisms adapt and 
build resistance to the drugs. This 
naturally-occurring phenomenon 
called antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) has become a global concern, 
threatening both animal and human 
health, food security and livelihoods.

Impact of AMR 

Diseases and infections caused 
by resistant microorganisms are 
becoming more challenging or 
sometimes impossible to cure. A 
review on antimicrobial resistance 
commissioned by the UK Prime 
Minister in 2014 estimates that deaths 
related to AMR could reach up to 
10 million each year by 2050.

AMR can also develop and spread 
throughout the food chain and across 
geographical borders in various ways 
through the movement of food, water, 
animals and people. Researchers 
at the U.S. National Academy of 
Sciences project that by 2030, global 
antimicrobial usage will rise by 
67 percent and that two-thirds will be 
within the animal production sector. 

One Health Approach

In June 2015, FAO members passed 
Resolution 4/2015 at the 39th FAO 
Conference, recognizing that an 
effective response to the threat of 

AMR requires a “One Health Approach” 
involving all sectors of government 
and society. The FAO Action Plan 
on AMR was then developed to 
improve awareness, develop capacity 
for surveillance and monitoring, 
strengthen governance and promote 
good practices in food and agricultural 
systems and the prudent use of 
antimicrobials.

In the Philippines, FAO and the Bureau 
of Animal Industry of the Department 
of Agriculture (DA-BAI), are leading 
the initiative to address AMR in 
the livestock, poultry and fisheries 
subsectors. This effort is funded 
by the Fleming Fund of the United 
Kingdom Department of Health under 
a One Health tripartite programme 
implemented by FAO, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 
in South and Southeast Asia and Sub-
Saharan Africa. 

The two-year project in the 
Philippines, which will run until 
2019, is expected to help ensure that 
the multi-sectoral National Action 
Plan on AMR is aligned with global 
recommendations. 

While supporting the assessment 
and strengthening of regulatory 
frameworks in the country, the project 
will also contribute to improving AMR 
surveillance, laboratory capacities and 
related infrastructure to collect and 
share data on AMR and antimicrobial 

residues. Good practices in the food and 
agriculture sector will also be promoted 
and implemented. 

Antibiotic Awareness Week

Agriculture and health sector experts, 
policymakers and representatives from 
DA and the Department of Health, FAO, 
OIE, WHO, professional organizations, 
collegial bodies, farmers and producers 
came together on 24 November 2017 to 
demonstrate their strong and unified 
commitment to combatting AMR. At a 
summit co-organized by FAO and DA-BAI 
in Pasig City, Metro Manila, they signed 
a declaration of support in a pledge to 
contribute to the implementation of the 
AMR strategic plan of action. 

The event, which capped the observance 
of World Antibiotic Awareness Week in 
the country, carried the theme “Good 
farming practices to promote infection 
prevention and control.”  Presentations 
by FAO, OIE and WHO as well as panel 
discussions on AMR initiatives and 
session with collegial bodies resulted in 
increased awareness on AMR, AMU and 
current production practices that are 
relevant to the initiative of promoting 
the prudent use of antimicrobials. 

FAO and DA-BAI continue to work 
together to bridge the agriculture, 
animal and human health sectors in 
order to facilitate and guide the complex 
multi-sectoral and multi-disciplinary 
work required to combat AMR. 
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Rice farmers in Koronadal, Mindanao conduct a pest damage assessment test 
during an FAO field training course on Integrated Pest Management (IPM). This 
assistance, which started in the 1980s, was succeeded by several other FAO inter-
country and national IPM programmes.

40 years of action: The FAO 
Representation in the Philippines

40TH 
ANNIVERSARY

The Philippines figures prominently in 
the history of FAO as one of the first 
countries to support the achievement of 

its mandates. In October of 1945, against 
the backdrop of the Second World War, the 
Philippines, along with 33 other nations, 
founded FAO to ensure humanity’s freedom 
from hunger, increase levels of nutrition, 
improve the condition of rural populations 
and contribute toward an expanding world 
economy. 

The Organization’s work in the country 
started in the late 1950s when an FAO 
fisheries expert, a German biologist, trained 
Government staff in planning and carrying 
out a research programme in marine 
fisheries biology. This was followed by several 
emergency response efforts, including 
controlling a coconut disease called “cadang-
cadang,” which had already decimated some 
10 million trees, and the livelihood recovery 
assistance in Mindanao after the catastrophic 
Moro Gulf earthquake and tsunami in 1976.

With an expanding programme, the 
Government and FAO agreed to establish a 
Representation in the Philippines on 
14 November 1977. The country office 
officially opened in January 1978, signaling 
a stronger partnership for the sustainable 
development of the country’s agriculture, 
fisheries, forestry and natural resources 
sectors.

1977 to 2017

Through the FAO Representation, several 
member countries and development 
institutions have channeled their support to 
the Filipino people. The Organization’s work 
in the last four decades also reflects how 
the priorities of Government progressed 
and evolved over time, in response to the 
changing needs of the country.

“FAO has become an effective platform for 
international cooperation—for member 
countries to extend assistance to the Filipino 
people and for other countries to learn 
from the Philippines in areas where it is 
has demonstrated its leadership,” said José 
Luis Fernández, FAO Representative in the 
Philippines.

In the 1970s, around the same time that, 
FAO opened its country office, FAO began 
its assistance to the Government’s agrarian 
reform programme, the biggest effort of 
that era to reduce poverty and inequality 
in rural areas by improving the lives of 
impoverished landless farmers.

To support the Government’s nutrition 
programme, particularly in providing 
an affordable source of protein for 
the population, FAO implemented a 
brackishwater development and training 
project in 1977. Its results can be seen 
even today with the availability of 
affordable tilapia and milkfish in almost all 
public markets in the country. 

The 1980s brought more opportunities 
for increased technical assistance, laying 
a strong foundation for the country’s food 
security, rural development and economic 
growth. The results of these investments 
still endure today and form the bedrock of 
many of the systems that are currently in 
place.

When rice production growth rates 
could no longer keep up with the human 
population growth rate during the 1980s, 
the wide-spread emergence of a pest 
called “brown planthopper,” further 
threatened the longer-term food security 
of rice-producing countries.

“FAO introduced Integrated Pest 

Management or IPM and trained 
farmers across the country to use 
more ecologically sound practices as an 
alternative to the unsustainable use of 
pesticides. Because of its proven impact, 
then President Fidel Ramos launched 
a national IPM programme in 1993. 
The Philippines also took the lead in 
establishing the ASEAN IPM Knowledge 
Network as its initiative for regional 
cooperation in sustainable development,” 
said Arcadio Cruz, who served as Assistant 
FAO Representative for Programme 
from 1996 to 2008. He joined FAO as 
programme officer in 1969 and was also 
former Assistant FAO Representative in 
Nigeria from 1989 to 1996. 

As in the earlier decades, FAO’s work in 
the 1990s had two parallel tracks, one was 
recovery and rehabilitation and the other 
was development. FAO implemented 
projects on sustainable agricultural food 
production and agriculture sector policy 
support. At the same time, FAO helped 
address animal diseases such as the foot 
and mouth disease in pigs and in the 
formulation of a large-scale rehabilitation 
project following the eruption of Mt 
Pinatubo in Central Luzon, and in post-
conflict response in Mindanao.

“In the southern part of the country, 
around 1996 to 1997 was a promising 
time for the people of Mindanao when 
the peace agreement between the 
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(Left) FAO expert Dr Klaus F.W. Tiews, a young German biologist, shows trainees how to conduct scientific experiments on cultured 
fishes. He began his mission in the Philippines in September 1956. (Right) Fishermen who lost their fishing gear to the Moro Gulf 
earthquake and tsunami weave their gill nets near a training centre. FAO provided emergency rehabilitation assistance to affected 
farmers and fishers after the disaster hit Mindanao in August 1976, leaving 8 000 people dead and causing massive damage to the 
agriculture sector.



On the 40th anniversary of its 
Representation in the Philippines, FAO 
underscored the need for increased and 
accelerated investments in food security, 
rural development, resilience-building and 
peace in Mindanao.

Citing the increasing hunger and 
malnutrition rates across the world, FAO 
Representative in the Philippines José 
Luis Fernández addressed senior officials 
and representatives of the Government 
of the Philippines, the diplomatic corps, 
international development institutions, 
non-government organizations and the 
private sector at the FAO Philippines Year-
end Development Partners Forum held in 
Makati City on 27 November 2017.  

“After steadily declining for over a decade, 
global hunger is on the rise again, 
affecting 815 million people in 2016. It is 
imperative that we re-evaluate the way we 
work to ensure that we remain responsive 
to the needs of our time. As we have 
witnessed over the past four decades, 
bringing safe, affordable and nutritious 
food to everyone’s table is as important as 
it is complex,” he said. 

Fernández explained that, “Investments in 
the systems that address the most basic 
needs of people should continue to be a 
priority. We cannot solve poverty, hunger, 
lack of education, ensure good health 

for all, achieve lasting peace and build 
sustainable cities when access to food 
and livelihoods, especially in rural areas, 
are not fully addressed.” 

Vice President Maria Leonor Gerona 
Robredo, who was the guest of honor 
at the event congratulated FAO for 
enhancing the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of Filipino families over the 
past 40 years. 

“Our generation is tasked with its 
greatest challenge to eradicate poverty 
and extreme hunger while ensuring 
food security for all in a volatile world,” 
she said. 

Vice President Robredo also 
emphasized the urgent need to restore 
the food supply chain in areas affected 
by the five-month-long armed conflict 
in Marawi City. 

“In communities like Marawi, where 
the economy and people’s livelihood 
rely greatly on agriculture, the effects 
of conflict can be felt deeply across the 
food value chain. That is why the job of 
rebuilding and reconstructing Marawi 
will have to take into account the 
re-establishment of sustainable food 
systems,” she said. 
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At the FAO Year-end Development Partners Forum and 40th anniversary celebration on 27 November 2017, Vice President 
Maria Leonor Gerona Robredo and FAO Representative in the Philippines José Luis Fernández pose for a photo with 
(from left) H.E. Dr József Bencze, Ambassador of Hungary; H.E. Kok Li Peng, Ambassador of Singapore; H.E. Harald Fries, 
Ambassador of Sweden; H.E. Bita Rasoulian, Ambassador of Austria; H.E. Luis Antonio Calvo Castaño, Ambassador of Spain; 
and H.E. Esra Cankorur, Ambassador of Turkey

Government and the Moro National 
Liberation Front was signed. FAO 
provided assistance in the agricultural 
livelihood reintegration of former 
combatants and their families,” 
recalled Sarah Lacson, who joined 
FAO in 1997 and has been Assistant 
FAO Representative for Administration 
since 2007.

From the year 2000, much of FAO’s 
work focused on contributing to the 
achievement of the United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). In 2014, FAO awarded the 
Philippines for achieving MDG target 
1c of halving the proportion of people 
in the country who suffer from hunger 
between 1990 and 2015. 

Aristeo Portugal who joined FAO in 
1991 and served as Assistant FAO 
Representative for Programme 
from 2009 to 2016 explained that, 
“To lift small farmers and fisherfolk 
out of poverty, it was necessary to 
change their mindset from being 
mere producers to become farmer 
entrepreneurs. We needed to make 
sure that they were able to participate 
in the growing agribusiness value 
chain.” 

FAO also accelerated its efforts to 
improve the capacity of agricultural 
communities to adapt to climate 
change and reduce and manage 
disaster risks.

“We introduced good practice options 
to communities vulnerable to natural 
disasters such as the use of multi-
stress tolerant rice varieties. The early 
warning system for food and nutrition 
security was also piloted and then 

expanded to areas that reported high 
rates of malnutrition. Gradually, we also 
started to integrate the use of modern 
technologies such as GIS, drones and 
other tools,” Portugal said. 

From 2013 to 2015, FAO implemented 
its Typhoon Haiyan Emergency, 
Recovery and Rehabilitation 
Programme. With 22 projects funded 
by 14 donors, it was one of the largest 
programmes directly implemented 
by FAO. It also serves as a reference 
for FAO’s work in bridging emergency 
response with resilience-building 
through disaster risk reduction and 
management and climate change 
adaptation. 

Over the past 40 years, FAO has 
implemented more than 400 national 
projects in the Philippines, reaching 
over 504 000 farming and fishing 
families or over 2.5 million people. In 
addition, the Philippines also received 
support through FAO regional and 
global projects.

FAO continues to focus on 
strengthening the country’s food 
and nutrition security, increasing the 
sustainability and competitiveness 
of agricultural production, including 
fisheries and forestry. FAO also 
promotes the sustainable management 
of the environment and natural 
resources, while strengthening the 
country’s resilience to the impacts of 
climate change, natural and human-
induced disasters such as strong 
typhoons, drought, volcanic eruptions 
and armed conflict, among others. 

Current efforts are guided by the FAO 
Country Programing Framework in the 

Philippines, which is designed to support national 
priorities set out in the Philippine Development 
Plan, and contribute to the achievement of the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

Watch the FAO Philippines 40th anniversary video at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRd7ew_Yo6o

For more information, download the brochure at 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i8193e.pdf
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In 1989, FAO assisted nearly 4 000 disadvantaged women in small-scale 
fishing communities in Pangasinan and Capiz to improve the processing 
and marketing of their products, gain entrepreneurship skills and access 
to credit assistance. 

Government trainees conduct a tree inventory at the Upper Pampanga 
River Basin area in 1983 as part of the FAO-supported multi-use forestry 
and agro-forestry development project.



FAO Representative in the Philippines José Luis 
Fernández leads the ceremonial hand over of broiler 
chicken production packages at an evacuation centre 
in Lanao del Sur
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strategic response in Marawi and Lanao del Sur

The armed conflict in the Islamic 
City of Marawi in the province of 
Lanao del Sur might be over but 

communities are still reeling from 
the catastrophic destruction that 
could take years to rehabilitate. 
The five-month-long armed clashes 
between the ISIS-linked Maute Group 
and the military from May to October 
2017 has taken a heavy toll on rural 
livelihoods and industries, and the 
entire food supply and agribusiness 
value chain on which smallholders 
depend for their daily subsistence.

Emergency response 

To address immediate needs, FAO, with 
funding support from the governments 
of New Zealand and Belgium, 
distributed vegetable seeds, garden 
tools and broiler chicken production 
packages to families in evacuation 
centres and those staying with their 
relatives and host communities. 
This is expected to significantly 
augment short-term food and income 

requirements as the chickens are 
grown for only 45 days and vegetables 
for about three weeks. Increasing the 
provision of diversified and nutritious 
food minimizes the threat of food 
insecurity while surplus production will 
serve as a source of income to families 
who had lost almost everything. 

FAO is also distributing rice, corn and 
vegetable seeds, fertilizer, farming tools 
and broiler chicken production packages 
to over 8 000 farming families returning 
to their places of origin to support the 
immediate restoration of livelihoods and 
staple food supply in communities. 

On the request of the Government, FAO 
also convened a series of consultation 
workshops and dialogues at the national 
and field levels to identify priority needs 
and to help formulate the restoration 
and recovery plan for agriculture and 
fisheries, including the food supply chain 
and agribusiness value chain.

Short- to medium-term approach

from producer to consumer to market 
facilities and technologies—is imperative 
and is the only durable solution for the 
communities that depend on agriculture 
and agribusiness for food and 
livelihoods,” said José Luis Fernández, 
FAO Representative in the Philippines. 

Cognizant of the extreme poverty 
incidence among smallholders that 
has been exacerbated by conflict and 
displacement, FAO’s response consists 
of three interrelated components that 
will require funding support of 
US$15.5 million.

Humanitarian emergency assistance, 
which includes the provision of 
agriculture and fisheries inputs, will 
serve as one of the peace dividends 
for internally displaced populations 
and host communities as it aids the 
immediate resumption of production for 
household food security and nutrition 
and stimulates income restoration.

As more resources and funding support 
become available, FAO seeks to deliver 
more targeted support to increase 
smallholder productivity, restore 
the food supply chain and initiate 
agribusiness value chain interventions. 
This will include the construction and 
rehabilitation of damaged agriculture 
support public infrastructure that 
are essential for productivity and an 
efficient and responsive supply chain, 
such as small irrigation systems, water 
impounding dams, access or feeder 
roads, storage and market facilities and 
fish landings, among others.

Finally, FAO is also working to mobilize 
funding contributions to help enhance 
commodity and agribusiness value 
chains by strengthening the enabling 
environment and improving disaster 
resilience, production, processing and 

MINDANAO
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While the humanitarian 
emergency assistance 
provided by FAO serves as 
a mechanism to jumpstart 
livelihood recovery and 
accelerate food availability for 
returning populations, FAO 
has formulated a longer-term 
Marawi and Lanao del Sur 
response strategy that aims 
to build a foundation for a 
stronger, more competitive 
and resilient agriculture and 
agribusiness sector. 

“A short to medium-term 
recovery and rehabilitation 
approach that considers 
the entire food system—

FAO organized a consultative meeting with Government parters in Iligan City on 
6 December 2017 as part of its larger coordination for its Marawi and Lanao del 
Sur reponse. 
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(from left) Secretary Alexander G. Alonto, Jr of the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries-ARMM, New Zealand Ambassador David Strachan, 
Rt Hon Winston Peters, Deputy Prime Minister of New Zealand and Minister of Foreign Affairs, FAO Representative in the Philippines José 
Luis Fernández, Undersecretary Atty. Ranibai Dilangalen of the Department of Agriculture. (2nd Row) Project beneficiaries  Kisaw Adol from 
Cotabato and Guiamelan Sayutin-Dunding from Maguindanao, DAF-ARMM Information Officer Salembai Abdullah-Abdullah

On 13 November 2017, Rt Hon Win-
ston Peters, Deputy Prime Minister 
of New Zealand and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs accompanied by New 
Zealand Ambassador David Strachan, 
announced that New Zealand has ear-
marked US$2.5 million to support agricul-
tural development and food security in 
Mindanao. 

The New Zealand assistance will fund 
an FAO project that is expected to 
reach at least 3 000 farming families in 
Maguindanao and Cotabato provinces. 
It will build on the gains of two previous 
projects supported by New Zealand and 
implemented by FAO in collaboration 
with the Government of the Philippines 
to restore the agricultural livelihoods of 
communities affected by armed conflict, 
drought and flooding. 

“Agriculture sits at the heart of the 
development opportunity in Mindanao. 

Half of the Philippines’ agri-businesses 
are located in Mindanao. An efficient 
agricultural sector will enable Mindanao to 
fulfill its reputation as the food basket of 
the Philippines. The Mindanaoan economy 
and the health of its people depend on 
agricultural success,” Rt. Hon. Peters said. 

The project will include the improvement 
of productivity, food and nutrition 
security and resilience of smallholders 
through the provision of farming inputs, 
agricultural machinery, post-harvest 
facilities and training, among others. 
Farmer organizations will also be 
integrated into the value chain through 
skills development and market linkages. 
Another key component of the project is 
equipping communities with disaster risk 
reduction and management tools and 
increasing their knowledge of approaches 
that consider agro-ecological and socio-
political-institutional contexts. 

“New Zealand’s contribution to FAO’s 
work in the country in recent years has 
resulted in more than 52 000 farming 
and fishing households receiving the 
assistance that they needed to rebuild 
their lives and livelihoods and become 
more resilient to future threats. The 
new project will provide vulnerable 
communities with the means to establish 
micro and agribusiness enterprises that 
are able to compete in new and existing 
markets, and to also become more 
proactive in dealing with natural and 
human-induced disasters. With improved 
yields, increased incomes and resilience, 
they will have better chances to break the 
cycle of poverty and food insecurity,” said 
José Luis Fernández, FAO Representative 
in the Philippines.

New Zealand and FAO cooperation

The New Zealand Aid Programme is 
managed by the Ministry of Foreign 
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New Zealand, FAO and Philippine Government renew 
partnership in support of peace and development in Mindanao 

Affairs and Trade, which 
has funded FAO projects 
globally, supporting economic 
and human development, 
improving resilience and 
responding to disasters, and 
building safe and secure 
communities. 

In the Philippines, FAO has 
implemented several New 
Zealand-funded projects 
between 2011 and 2017. 
These include the restoration 
of agricultural livelihoods in 
conflict, flooding and drought-
affected areas in Mindanao, 
recovery assistance to the 
coconut-based farming 
sector in the Visayas as part 
of the FAO Typhoon Haiyan 
Emergency, Recovery and 
Rehabilitation Programme, 
and the emergency delivery of 
seeds and fertilizer in typhoon-
hit areas in Central Luzon. 

FAO RESPONSE 
TO MARAWI 
AND AFFECTED 
MUNICIPALITIES IN 
LANAO DEL SUR
Emergency 
assistance linked to 
short- to medium-
term recovery and 
rehabilitation of 
the agriculture and 
fisheries sector and 
the restoration of the 
food supply chain

marketing platforms, including building 
market linkages. Improvements in 
productivity will be supported through 
the extensive capacity building of 
farmers, fisherfolk and agrarian 
reform beneficiaries in post-harvest 
technologies and in adding value to 
their products, while post-harvest 
equipment and common service 
facilities such as storage and trading 
posts will be rehabilitated or installed 
to enhance product standards and 
quality. Agriculture-based small and 
medium enterprises will be tapped 
as anchor institutions to provide 
inputs, technology, capital and market 
access. FAO also seeks to implement 
projects to strengthen the resilience of 
farmers and communities by building 
capacities for disaster risk reduction 
through climate change adaptation 
and mitigation. 

Partners

Throughout the implementation of its 
Marawi and Lanao del Sur response, 
FAO will continue to work closely and 
coordinate with the Department of 
Agriculture, Department of Agrarian 
Reform, Department of Agriculture 
and Fisheries of the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao, 
Mindanao Development Authority, 
Department of Trade and Industry, 
the Provincial Government of Lanao 
del Sur, City Government of Marawi, 
Task Force Bangon Marawi and other 
development partners such as the 
Australian Government’s Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade through 
the Community and Family Services 
International. FAO also maintains 
collaboration with other UN agencies 
and key development partners and 
works in partnership with the World 
Food Programme (WFP) in addressing 
needs in food security and agriculture by 

collaboratively providing information 
to the Humanitarian Country Team 
and through a convergence initiative 
in support of agrarian reform 
communities affected by the conflict. 
WFP also provided FAO with logistical 
support as needed such as in receiving 
the delivery of procured farm inputs 
and temporary storage for seeds and 
farming tools.



A grandmother in a remote, agricultural village in Aklan 
watches her grandchildren as they eat their lunch
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/Jake SalvadorChronic food insecurity situation analysis in 
71 out of 81 provinces of the Philippines

T he Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) analysis of 
chronic food insecurity, which 

is led by the National IPC Steering 
Committee and overseen by the 
National Nutrition Council, has 
covered 71 out of 81 provinces of the 
Philippines with support from FAO. 

Conducted over a period of two years, 
the analysis provides information on 
where and why chronic food insecurity 
is prevalent in parts of the country. The 
first round in January 2015 covered 
18 provinces in Mindanao. In February 
2016, 15 more provinces were analysed, 
while the third and fourth rounds in 
March and April 2017 covered 
38 provinces. Of the provinces 
analysed, 23 are in Mindanao, 13 in the 
Visayas and 35 in Luzon. The provinces 
of Apayao, Basilan, Tawi-Tawi, Dinagat 
Islands, Antique, Biliran, Camarines 
Norte, Eastern Samar, Batanes and 
Davao Occidental were not classified 
owing to the unavailability of reliable 
direct evidence during the analysis 
period. 

For IPC, chronic food insecurity is 
defined as food insecurity that persists 
over time due to structural causes. IPC 
chronic levels (Level 4–severe, Level 
3–moderate, Level 2–mild, Level 1–no 
to minimal chronic food insecurity) 
are determined by studying limiting 
factors such as food availability, 
access and utilization, along with a 
range of underlying factors such as 
poverty, livelihood strategies, physical, 
social and financial capital, policies, 
institutions, processes and recurrent 
risks.

In the Philippines, information from 
surveys by lead agencies on agriculture, 
health and nutrition were used in 
the analysis, including the Philippine 

Statistics Authority, Food and 
Nutrition Research Institute and the 
Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical 
and Astronomical Services 
Administration of the Department 
of Science and Technology, Office of 
Civil Defense, National Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Council, 
and the World Food Programme.

The results of the IPC analysis reveal 
that four provinces are experiencing 
severe chronic food insecurity; 
48 are facing moderate chronic food 
insecurity, and 19 are affected by a 
mild chronic food insecurity. 

Severe to moderate chronic food 
insecurity affect an estimated 
25 percent of the population 
nationwide, or about 22 million 
Filipinos. 

Classified under IPC Level 4 are 
Lanao del Sur, Occidental Mindoro, 
Northern Samar and Sulu. Provinces 
that ranked highest under IPC Level 3 
are Masbate, Samar, Zamboanga del 
Norte, Maguindanao, Sultan Kudarat, 
Southern Leyte, Zamboanga Sibugay, 
Bukidnon and Saranggani. These are 
also among the poorest provinces in 
the country.

Key driving factors of food insecurity 
in the Philippines

Food availability is a major limiting 
factor in 12 provinces. Food 
production, e.g., pork, fish, rice are 
inadequate or insufficient in these 
areas. Majority of the population is 
engaged in unsustainable livelihood 
strategies and vulnerable to seasonal 
employment and inadequate income.

Food access is a major limiting factor 
in 23 provinces. Increase in the 
retail prices of major commodities in 
these provinces over a five-year span 
has made food items unaffordable. 
Physical access is also a major limiting 
factor as evidenced by poor road 
networks that traverse farms and 
villages.

Food utilization is a major limiting 
factor in 33 provinces. Food utilization 
is also poor in most of the provinces 
as evidenced by low rates of exclusive 
breastfeeding; and limited access 
to improved sources of water, toilet 
and cooking fuel, which mostly limit 
food consumption quality and caring 
practices.

FOOD
SECURITY
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IPC partner organizations gather at the third round of the chronic food insecurity 
analysis workshop organized by the National Nutrition Council. with support from FAO.



What can be done to address chronic food insecurity?

The IPC chronic food insecurity report for the Philippines 
highlights measures for the consideration of national, 
regional and local governments and other stakeholders. 
These include:
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Operation Timbang 
(OPT) Plus is 
an information 
system at the 
barangay level 
that helps track 
the prevalence 
of malnutrition 
among vulnerable 
young children in 
the community. 
It involves an 
annual weight-
and-height-taking 
activity through 

Optimal 
complementary 
feeding of infants 
and young 
children has 
been recognized 
as essential in 
infant growth 
and development 
and in preventing 
malnutrition. 
This FAO 
publication has 
been developed 
for community 

(Mother’s guide to 
feeding her baby: 
complementary 
food recipes for 
babies 6 to 24 
months)

This recipe 
booklet aims to 
improve mothers’ 
understanding, 
awareness and 
application of proper 
complementary 
feeding practices 

User’s guide: Electronic Operation 
Timbang Plus Tool

the National Nutrition Council and its network 
of Barangay Nutrition Scholars. Data processing 
was done manually until the system was updated 
and automated with assistance from FAO 
through its UNICEF-funded Early Warning System 
for Food and Nutrition Security. It is now known 
as the e-OPT Plus Tool. This manual provides 
step-by-step guidance in using e-OPT Plus Tool.

Download a copy at 
http://www.fao.org/3/I6847EN/i6847en.pdf

Guide in conducting participatory 
cooking sessions to improve 
complementary feeding practices

Gabay ni nanay sa pagpapakain kay 
baby: recipes ng karagdagang pagkain 
para sa batang edad 6 to 24 na buwan

nutrition and health workers to guide the conduct 
of participatory cooking demonstrations using 
locally produced ingredients and available 
food resources. It also provides guidance on 
complementary feeding for children 6 to 9 months, 
9 to 12 months, and 12 to 24 months old. 

Download a copy at 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7265e.pdf

Filipino (Tagalog) version: 
http://www.fao.org/3/b-i7265t.pdf

for children from six to 24 months. The recipes 
are based on highly-nutritious ordinary, 
everyday ingredients that are accessible to rural 
communities in the provinces of Aklan and Capiz, 
where FAO also conducted participatory cooking 
demonstrations to enhance the knowledge and 
skills of nutrition workers. 

Download a copy at http://www.fao.org/3/a-
i7712t.pdf

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

- Strengthening social protection programmes by 
expanding coverage and efficient identification of poor 
families with priority given to children, women and 
older persons and their families

- Integrating employment diversification and 
sustainable economic empowerment programmes with 
local agricultural production processes for the poor and 
vulnerable

- Increasing investments in rural off-farm and non-farm 
employment-generating activities such as agribusiness 
enterprises to address seasonal agricultural activities

- Scaling-up investments on nutrition, particularly on 
the first 1 000 days of life (from pregnancy, birth to 6 
months, and 6 months to 2 years) as a proven solution 
to prevent child malnutrition

- Strengthening disaster risk reduction and climate 
change adaptation programmes, particularly in the most 
vulnerable areas

What is IPC?
The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) 
is a set of analytical tools and processes to analyse and 
classify the severity of acute and chronic food insecurity 
situation according to scientific international standards. 
In this context, IPC is distinct from hunger surveys 
that utilize the self rating methodology. IPC aims to 
provide decision makers with a rigorous analysis of food 
insecurity in both emergency and development contexts, 
and key objectives for response to better coordinate 
interventions. IPC tools and procedures are compatible 
with the data collection systems, methodological 
approaches and institutional arrangements that exist in-
county, and allow comparison of findings over time and 
across countries. 

FAO is actively involved in the global effort to develop a common approach for food security analysis and response through the implementation of IPC. In the Philippines IPC analysis 
partners and supporting organizations include the National Nutrition Council of the Department of Health, Department of Agriculture, Department of Agrarian Reform, Department of 
Education, Department of Social Welfare and Development, National Economic and Development Authority, Department of Science and Technology, Department of National Defense, 
Department of the Interior and Local Government, Provincial Government Units, University of the Philippines-Los Baños, Asian NGO Coalition, Oxfam International, Save the Children 
International, World Vision Development Foundation, Action Against Hunger, United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, United Nations Children’s Fund and 
World Food Programme.. 



The rice industry in the 
Philippines plays a crucial role in 
the country’s economy and food 

security. It is the most important 
staple crop in the country as it 
is consumed by Filipinos on a 
daily basis. It is also the biggest 
agricultural commodity produced 
by the country, at approximately 
20 percent of the total gross value 
added (GVA) of crops produced, 
making the Philippines the eighth 
largest rice producing country in 
the world. Cultivating rice is the 
primary source of income for at 
least 2.5 million families in the 
Philippines.

Despite the importance of this 
sector, rice farmers continue to 
face age-old challenges that have 
plagued the agricultural sector for 
generations, such as exploitation 
by land owners and traders, lack of 
market access and lack of irrigation 
facilities. 

Farmers are also confronted with 
new and emerging concerns, 
like climate change, particularly 
unpredictable weather, which 
has been directly affecting their 
production and productivity. 
 
Under its Regional Rice Initiative, 
FAO has implemented Farmer Field 
Schools (FFS) in Save and Grow 
for the sustainable intensification 
of rice production (SIRP) to 
support rice farmers in increasing 
their production while ensuring 
sustainability and enhancing their 

resilience to climate change.  

The Save and Grow approach is 
being promoted by FAO in several 
rice-producing countries in Asia as 
a means to increase and enhance 
the volume and quality of  harvest, 
while relying on fewer and more 
sustainable inputs. This can be 
achieved through appropriate 
management strategies, building on 
ecosystem services, more efficient 
use of inputs, and conservation 
and sustainable use of natural 
resources—essentially, producing 
more with less.

Save and Grow principles are 
translated into sustainable practices 
at the field level primarily through the 
FFS, which also allows communities 
to build on existing capacities at the 
government, non-government, and 
local levels.

Since the inception of Save and Grow 
in the country in 2013, at least 58 
FFS have been launched through the 
funding provided by the Philippines’ 
Agri-Pinoy National Rice Program 
with technical assistance and support 
activities financed by FAO.  

Since then, the FFS in Save and Grow 
has shown many positive results. In 
the first phase alone, many of the 
farmer-beneficiaries surpassed the 
project targets of 10 percent increase 
in productivity, 15 percent reduction 
in production costs and 
15 percent increase in farm incomes. 
Data gathered from 18 FFS showed 

an average increase in yield of 
30 percent, 36 percent lower 
production costs and 
68 percent increase in net incomes. 
These resulted from the strategies 
demonstrated in the FFS. For 
instance, farmers have applied 
a lower seeding rate at 15kg per 
hectare from the traditional practice 
of two sacks per hectare. Despite 
this, harvest dramatically improved 
from 70-80 cavans per hectare to 
115-120 cavans.

Moreover, the methodology adopted 
under Save and Grow has brought 
good agricultural practices farmers. 
It has also provided venues for 
collaboration among stakeholders, 
and has proven to be an effective 
mechanism in training extension 
workers and technicians.

Through Save and Grow, rice 
farming families are able to reap 
better returns, improving their 
incomes and household food 
security while further contributing 
to the country’ larger goals of 
eradicating hunger and poverty and 
attaining rice self-sufficiency. 
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Rice farmers in Nueva Ecija Province

Save and Grow: Rice farmers in the 
Philippines experience higher gains with 
lower capital

CROP 
PRODUCTION
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As the demand for food, land 
and other resources for 
human development continues 

to increase, humans also face 
environmental degradation, 
deforestation, unregulated land 
use and urbanization and climate 
change. Governments down to the 
communities are under pressure to 
produce more, using less resources 
in the midst of man-made and 
climate-related disasters. More and 
more, traditional agro-ecosystems 
need to evolve and the role of agro-
biodiversity in providing solutions to 
many complex development issues, 
including food security and nutrition 
can no longer be underestimated.

The Philippines is one of the few 
mega-diverse countries in the world–it 
is home to thousands of globally-
significant agricultural species. There 
are more than 5 500 traditional rice 
varieties in the country, along with 
a broad array of indigenous and 
endemic varieties of crops such as 
eggplants, mung bean, taro, yam, 
banana and abaca, among many 
others.

This remarkable wealth of agro-
biodiversity was one of the highlights 
of the Helobung Festival, celebrated 
every November in Lake Sebu, South 
Cotabato. A town feast that features 
the culture and livelihood of T’boli and 
B’laan tribes, the Helobung Festival is 
also a thanksgiving celebration for a 
bountiful harvest and abundance.

Lake Sebu is one of the three pilot 
sites (along with Hungduan and 
Hingyon in Ifugao) of the “Dynamic 
conservation and sustainable use 
of agro-biodiversity in traditional 

ago-ecosystems of the Philippines” 
project of FAO and the Department 
of Agriculture’s Bureau of Agricultural 
Research (DA-BAR). The project, 
which is financed through the 
Global Environment Facility, aims to 
enhance and expand the dynamic 
conservation practices that sustain 
globally significant agro-biodiversity 
in traditional agro-ecosystems of 
the Philippines. The pilot sites were 
selected for their rich crop diversity 
conservation initiatives and farming 
practices. 

Free, Prior and Informed Consent 
(FPIC) 

The core principles of the FAO Policy 
on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples are 
self-determination; the respect for 
indigenous knowledge, cultures and 
traditional practices that contribute 
to sustainable and equitable 
development; and Free, Prior and 
Informed Consent (FPIC). 

As the project works with indigenous 
cultural communities, FAO in 
partnership with the National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples, 
has conducted dialogues and sessions 
on FPIC in all project areas. These also 
included the detailed presentation 
of project activities and consultation 
on the proposed technical design of 
a community-based seed/gene bank. 
FPIC is mandated by Indigenous 
Peoples Rights Acts (IPRA) law passed 
in 1997. 

As of December 2017, community 
leaders have agreed to the 
implementation of the project in their 
areas and have committed to sign 
the FPIC Memorandum of Agreement 

between community-designated 
representatives and DA-BAR.

Socio-economic benefits

Under this partnership, IP 
communities will be provided 
socio-economic benefits such as 
market-based incentive systems that 
reward the production of traditional 
varieties, detailed market-valuation 
analyses to assess the marketability 
of indigenous varieties as premium 
products, and stronger capacities 
for product development, value-
addition, marketing, business and 
financial planning. These efforts will 
be achieved in close collaboration 
with various government agencies, 
private sector and farming 
communities that conserve and 
sustain agro-biodiversity. 

The Helobung Festival provided an 
opportunity for project partners 
and beneficiaries to promote the 
benefits that can be derived from 
the conservation and sustainable 
use of agro-biodiversity. 

Among those showcased during the 
festival were products developed 
from traditional varieties of yam, 
taro, banana and rice. Indigenous 
women were also trained in 
processing, packaging and labeling, 
as well as building market linkages 
for these products with economic 
potential.

The project will continue to work 
with different stakeholders to 
open opportunities for scaling 
up IP communities’ unique and 
traditional agricultural knowledge 
and practices. 
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Promoting indigenous cultures and 
traditions in agro-biodiversity conservation

BIODIVERSITY

Issue 4  I  11

Helobung Festival in Lake Sebu, South Cotabato.
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 FAO Representation in the Philippines
Email: FAO-PH@fao.org

                Website: www.fao.org/philippines
Twitter: @FAOPhilippines
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About 20 heads of state and world leaders, including UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres, gathered in the Philippines for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Summit from 12 to 15 November 2017.

During his country visit, the UN Secretary-General convened a special UN Country Team 
(UNCT) meeting in Makati City, in which FAO Representative in the Philippines José 
Luis Fernandez participated and highlighted the need to further support the country 
in strengthening capacities in disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation, 
especially in the agriculture sector, which employs a third of the country’s labour force. 

FAO staff, along with other UN agencies, also participated in a town hall meeting where 
they had the opportunity to ask questions to the Secretary-General.  

Visit of UN Secretary-General António Guterres
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Recognizing the importance of strengthening collection and use of data to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), FAO supported the Philippines in organizing 
the International Conference on the Sustainable Development Goals Statistics 
(ICSDGS) held on 4 to 6 October 2017 in Makati City. 

With the theme, “Level Up: Shaping a Strong Data Ecosystem for Monitoring 
Sustainable Development Goals,” the ICSDGS gathered representatives from national 
statistical offices of participating countries, national coordinating agencies on the 
SDGs, international organizations, international and local civil society organizations 
and the private sector. 

The conference served as venue for knowledge sharing and discussion on 
methodologies, addressing data gaps and the use of other data sources given the 
numerous SDG indicators including the demand for data disaggregation. 

Mukesh Srivastava, Senior Statistician at the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the 
Pacific (RAP), was a panelist during the session on enhancing capacity building 
strategies in SDG monitoring. Abdul Sattar, FAO Regional Food Security Analyst, 
presented the methods to compute food security indicators for SDGs 2: Zero Hunger. 

FAO’s custodianship of 21 SDGs indicators enables the organization to support 
countries, including the Philippines, in developing policies and plans to achieve the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

2017 International Conference on the Sustainable 
Development Goals Statistics

FAO and the FAO and the Department of Agriculture (DA) organized a week-long 
exhibit and agriculture products trade fair from 10 to 16 October 2017 to draw national 
awareness to the theme “Change the future of migration. Invest in food security and 
rural development.” 

The festivities culminated with a ceremony on 17 October at the Quezon City Memorial 
Circle where officials and employees DA and all its attached agencies lit candles as they 
pledged to uphold the objectives of World Food Day and to find long-term solutions 
towards strengthening cooperation and partnerships that will address the needs of the 
agriculture sector. FAO and DA also awarded the winners of the annual World Food Day 
poster-making contest for elementary students across the country. The event was led 
by FAO Representative in the Philippines José Luis Fernández, DA Undersecretary for 
Operations Ariel Cayanan and DA Undersecretary for Special Concerns Atty. Ranibai 
Dilangalen who also chaired the National Steering Committee for the DA-FAO 2017 World 
Food Day Celebration. United Nations Resident Coordinator Ola Almgren and World Food 
Programme (WFP) Philippines Representative and Country Director Stephen Gluning also 
delivered inspirational remarks. 

To promote World Food Day and Zero Hunger, FAO and WFP also co-organized an 
event at the Salcedo Community Market (SCM) in Makati City on 21 October 2017. It was 
implemented in collaboration with the SCM Committee composed of members of the 
Women of Bel-Air Association.

World Food Day 2017 
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