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January – December 2018

FAO in the 2018 humanitarian appeals  The Niger

FAO requires

USD 15.5 million

to assist

373 600 people 

As the significant forage 
deficit in certain areas of the 
country will translate into 
increased food insecurity and 
malnutrition rates, supporting 
livestock production – often 
the only source of livelihood 
for pastoralists – is essential.
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The Niger continues to be affected by five major crises. In 2018, it is  
critical to restore the livelihoods of vulnerable affected populations 
by providing them with agricultural and livestock support to restore 
production and their access to food. 

Objectives 

FAO is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
• Provide coordinated and gender-sensitive food and agricultural 

assistance to save the lives of vulnerable families (refugees,  
returnees, host families and women-headed households).

• Strengthen household resilience to shocks in crisis-affected areas and 
protect their livelihoods.

• Enhance the collection, analysis and management of response 
information in humanitarian intervention areas.

Activities

Increase agricultural production 

provision of agricultural inputs | income-generating activities |  
fertilizers | improved quality crop and vegetable seeds

Support animal health 

animal feed  |  vaccination  | deworming  | cash transfers  | income- 
generating activities

Strengthen Food Security Cluster and government  
technical capacities

analyse and conduct gender-sensitive food security surveys | 
accountability mechanisms | Cluster coordination | regional sectoral 
technical groups | monitoring and response analysis system | sharing of 
experiences and existing data



Acute food insecurity situation (June – August 2018)
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Situation analysis

304 000 people displaced,   

of which 127 000 IDPs 

1.7 million people  
need nutrition support, of which 

1.3 million children  

of 0-59 months

1.4 million people  

severely food insecure,  

of which 408 000 in Diffa

49% of Nigeriens live in poverty

80% of the population  

relies on the agriculture sector  

for their livelihoods 

Impact on food security

Food insecurity, malnutrition, epidemics, floods and population 
movements continue to affect vulnerable families in the Niger, while 
economic migration has reached unprecedented proportions thus 
increasing the number of people in need of assistance. Increased 
insecurity on the border with Mali and displacements in Diffa due to  
Boko Haram attacks occur in a context of sustained poverty, inadequate 
basic social services and increased population growth that put pressure 
on already limited natural resources. 

Despite a promising agricultural season, drought has affected pastoral 
areas in eastern Niger, reducing fodder and agricultural production. The 
estimated 10.8 million tonne forage deficit will not only affect the food 
security of pastoralists, but also the education rate of their children 
who drop out of school to help their families search for pasture. Natural 
disasters related to climate change continue to prevent families from 
meeting their basic needs. Over 200 000 people were affected by  
torrential rains and flooding of the Niger River that also caused the  
loss of a high number of animals and the destruction of cropland.  
Price increases compared with the five-year average and the terms  
of trade that remain unfavourable for pastoralists, have also  
worsened the food security situation. 

Source: Cadre Harmonisé, November 2017

Cadre Harmonisé phases

Famine

Emergency Stressed

Crisis Minimal Not analysed

Insufficient data
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