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Thirty-fourth Session 
FAO Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific 

 
CONCEPT NOTE  

Celebrating 40 years of FAO’s country Representations in Asia and the Pacific 
Wednesday, 11 April 2018, 17:30-18:30 hours 

Objective of the Side Event  
FAO’s first Country Representation was opened in 1977, and between 1977 and 1979, a total of 

55 Representations were established. In the Asia and Pacific region, ten country Representations are 

commemorating their 40th anniversary between 2017 and 2019.1 The 40th Anniversary side event and 

exhibition is an opportunity to formally acknowledge and celebrate a major milestone for FAO and the 

countries that have participated in hosting the Representations. It is a chance to underline the 

importance of FAO’s lasting commitment to country-level cooperation with host governments, 

strengthen resource mobilization and partnerships and underline the importance of the Organization’s 

long-term presence and technical assistance in the field for contributing to member countries’ 

achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

Ceremony of the Side Event 
The side event both honours and recognizes the countries’ and FAO’s joint efforts and partnerships over 

the last four decades. It will be moderated by the FAO Assistant Director-General/Regional 

Representative for Asia and the Pacific (ADG/RR-RAP) with remarks by the Director-General of FAO, 

followed by the screening of a short video of FAO’s work with governments in the countries, and a 

statement by a Minister from one of the first countries to agree to the establishment of an FAO 

Representation in this region. The ADG/RR will then ask the ministers to line up in front of the 40th 

photo Exhibit for a toast made by the Director-General to the countries (e.g. a healthy, tropical, locally 

produced non-alcoholic drink). This will provide a photo opportunity for further visibility and will be 

transmitted to media in the countries. The event will then close and the Director-General will invite the 

ministers to join him in the Director-General’s private working reception with the other Heads of 

Delegation. 

Tentative Agenda of the Side Event Celebrating 40 years of FAO’s country Representations 

5 minutes Welcome and brief description of the 40th anniversary side event by ADG/RR, 
Ms Kundhavi Kadiresan 

8-10 minutes 8-minute video montage shown illustrating FAO’s work in all ten countries 

5 minutes Speech by Mr José Graziano da Silva, Director-General 

2 minutes Introduction of country Minister by ADG/RR, Ms Kundhavi Kadiresan 

3 minutes Brief comments by a country Minister 

10 minutes Toast by Director-General with the ministers in front of 40th anniversary 
exhibit/backdrop 

 
Closure of Side event 

                                                           
1 Bangladesh; India; Indonesia; Lao People’s Democratic Republic; Myanmar; Nepal; Pakistan; Philippines; Sri 
Lanka; Viet Nam. 


