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The Forum on Agricultural Collaboration in Support of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) was held in Beijing on 17 
January 2018. The forum was hosted by FAO and organized by Center for International Agricultural Research, Chinese 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences. More than 160 government officials, academics and executives from different 
sectors discussed opportunities for agricultural cooperation under the BRI. Discussions were revolved around four 
themes: promoting inclusive value chain development, harnessing E-Agriculture opportunities for the poor, controlling 
transboundary animal and plant diseases through a One Health approach, and innovation and partnership.  

Dr Vincent Martin, FAO Representative in China and DPR Korea, delivered the opening remarks and keynote statement 
at the opening session. Dr Martin called for more collaboration among FAO, its members and development partners to 
achieve the BRI's poverty alleviation and rural development goals. Dr Martin indicated that FAO is well positioned to 
provide the technical expertise to support the rural development goals of the BRI, but putting that expertise to work 
effectively will require joint efforts of many parties. 

Dr Wantanee Kalpravidh, Regional Manager of FAO ECTAD Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP) chaired the session of “Controlling 
transboundary animal and plant diseases through a One Health 
approach”. The main animal health risk that affects the trade of 
animal and animal products was analyzed. It was suggested using 
the One Health approach to solve problems such as transboundary 
animal diseases and antimicrobial resistance. Dr Li Jianjun, Director 
of Standards and Regulation Research Centre of the General 
Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine; Dr 
Thanawat Tiensin, Deputy Director-General of the Animal Husbandry 
Development Division of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperative, 

Multi-sectors work together to strengthen agricultural collaboration under the Belt and Road Initiative
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Dr Vincent Martin was delivering the opening remark in 
the forum

New Year's Greetings
2018 is the year of Dog in the Chinese lunar calendar. 
Wishing everyone has a great Chinese New Year. May the 
year of Dog bring you and your family happiness, good 
health and prosperity. 

L o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  c o n t i n u i n g  a n d  b u i l d i n g  o n  o u r 
partnership in the new year, while continuously enhancing 
mutual trust, to achieve our shared goals. 
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Thailand; Dr Zong Huilai, Director of Industrial Security Division, China Agriculture Trade and Promotion Center; Dr 
Damian TagoPacheco, Regional Animal Health Economist from FAO ECTAD RAP; Mr Qu Yuwei, General Manager of 
Beijing Jingu Group participated in the discussions. The technical team of FAO China ECTAD Office also participated in 
the discussions of this session. 

Based on the discussions on further enhancing H7N9 control during the collaborative 
consultation & annual planning workshop that was held in August 2017, the Technical 
Consultation on Application of Technology to Strengthen H7N9 Control through Rapid 
Detection and Response was held in Beijing from 18-19 January 2018. The meeting was 
organized by FAO ECTAD RAP, which aimed to strengthen H7N9 control through application 
of technology to enhance rapid detection and response. FAO ECTAD RAP, FAO ECTAD 
Viet Nam, FAO ECTAD China and relevant Chinese partners attended this meeting, and 
participants had active discussions on strengthening H7N9 control in China. 

With the application of a new technology called “pen-side PCR”, the detection and 
identification of H7N9 avian influenza virus could be completed within three hours after 
taking samples, which greatly reduced sample diagnostic time. This validation study 
showed that “pen-side PCR” would provide the same level of sensitivity and specificity 

compared with Lab-based qPCR. Through the application of this new technology, it is expected that H7N9 surveillance 
and early warning will be strengthened, while reducing the risk of virus infection and spread in humans and poultry. The 
market profiling tool developed by FAO headquarters was introduced by Dr Damian TagoPacheco from FAO ECTAD RAP. 
The market profiling tool can assist with collaborative market data collection in a standardized way by multiple (unskilled) 
users, data management and basic visualization. The advantages of this tool are cost-effective, easily customizable and 
transferrable.

The tripartite teleconference among FAO, World Health Organization (WHO), and World Organisation for Animal 
Health (OIE) addressing cross-sectoral collaboration on influenza A (H7N9) was held on 23 January 2018. FAO China 
ECTAD Office kept close communications with Chinese authorities and engaged actively in this information exchange 
mechanism. Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) surveillance updates recently as well as key points of national compulsory 
vaccination plan related to avian influenza in 2018 were provided during this teleconference. 

The Chinese government piloted H7/H5 bivalent inactivated vaccine in Guangdong and Guangxi Provinces in July 2017, 
then the national vaccination campaign was implemented throughout the country in September 2017, and has achieved 
remarkable results. Compared with previous waves, the number of human case reports and poultry positive isolations 
has reduced obviously. 

Dr Song Junxia joined FAO China ECTAD Office in early January 2018. She serves as the 
National Technical Advisor-Animal Health/Team Leader of FAO China ECTAD Office, in 
charge of the work of the ECTAD office in China. 

Dr Song holds a doctorate degree in Veterinary Science from the China Agricultural 
University. She has 22-year of work experience in the MoA of China. She worked as 
Directors of the Division of Science Technology and International Cooperation and the 
Division of Veterinary Drug and Device of the MoA during these years. Dr Song engaged 
in the MoA and FAO joint programs as early as 2006, and made positive contributions 
in promoting cooperation between the Government of China and FAO in the field of 
veterinary medicine. In addition, she served as the Vice President of the Steering Committee of the South-East Asia and 
China Foot and Mouth Disease (SEACFMD) Campaign from 2013-2016, and made unremitting efforts in promoting the 
application of relevant standards of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) in China.  

Applying new technology to enhance H7N9 control through rapid detection and response

FAO, WHO and OIE hold tripartite teleconference to exchange information on influenza A (H7N9)

New member of FAO China ECTAD Office

Dr Song Junxia from FAO China ECTAD Office and Dr Kang Jingli from the China Animal Health and Epidemiology Center 
(CAHEC) will attend the Workshop on Global Epidemiology Coordination and Development of Field Epidemiology Training 
Programs for Veterinarians (FETPV) in Rome, Italy from 19-21 February 2018.  

Upcoming activity
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Participants of the workshop
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Dr Song Junxia
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