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The Government of Fiji will host two upcoming FAO conferences. 

The first is the Asia and Pacific Commission on Agricultural 

Statistics which will be held on March 19 - 23 in Nadi, Fiji. 

 

The second, also in Nadi, is the 34th FAO Regional Conference 

for Asia and the Pacific from 9 – 13 April. Holding top level 

meetings in the Pacific underlines our commitment to develop joint 

collaborations to address challenges impacting the region. 

  

Other articles of interest in this edition include; increasing 

employment opportunities for youth in Samoa, primary school 

students visit the FAO Subregional office, and a farewell for long-serving colleague from the region. 

 

I hope this newsletter sheds light on some of the work we do with our partners in the Pacific. 

  

 

Eriko Hibi 

FAO Subregional Coordinator for the Pacific Islands 
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Increasing employment opportunities for youth in Samoa  

 

 

In an effort to curb youth unemployment in Samoa, 

young farmers in Samoa are equipping themselves 

with skills that will help them gain employment in 

agriculture. 

  

Workshops were held recently at the Scientific 

Research Organisation of Samoa (SROS) training 

facilities to give young farmers guidance and training 

in value adding and food processing practices. FAO 

is working SROS to build the capacity of youth in 

these areas.  The participants took part in simple 

value adding activities using agricultural produce grown locally as a way to generate income. 

  

The training is part of technical cooperation programme – Strengthening capacity of Youth for 

employment and livelihood in Agriculture – which FAO launched in April 2017 to help youth in Samoa gain 

employment opportunities in the agriculture sector. 

  

The training covered aspects of food processing including, food legislation, product development/value 

adding, good manufacturing practices and food handling. Activities also encompassed hands-on training 

in preservation methods of freezing (taro, bananas, pumpkin and breadfruit), dehydration for producing 

tea and spices and making jam from papaya and oranges. 

 

According to the Samoa 2012 School to Work Transition Survey, 40.3 percent of youth in Samoa leave 

school without graduating resulting in very limited opportunities for employment. Young women and men 

need to develop the knowledge and skills to enter the labour market, and to be provided with additional 

supporting services to secure employment opportunities in either waged employment or in small business 

development. 

  

The training is part of the wider United Nation Youth Employment Programme. FAO, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Fisheries, and Ministry of Women, Community & Social Development – Division for Youth, 

are collaborating to build the technical capacity of young farmers in various aspects of agriculture. 

  

Other activities are in the pipeline and will be rolled out in the next two months. The first is conducting a 

pilot trial (production and marketing) for selected value added products for domestic markets. The second 

will be constructing a vegetable nursery/demonstration plot with the Samoa Federated Farmers Inc. 

(SFFI). This is a major component of SFFI's training on improved production practices that will begin in 

April 2017. 
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FAO farewells long-serving officer  

 

 

Frank Chopin is retiring after eleven years of service 

for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO). Frank joined the Subregional office in 

Apia in August 2015 as Senior Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Officer following 8 years in FAO Rome 

where he was Chief of the Fishing Operations and 

Technology Service. “Having worked in the private 

sector and government institutions, I appreciated the 

value in partnering and the importance of balancing 

production with shared responsibility to achieve 

sustainable growth”. Said Mr Chopin. 

  

During his time in Samoa, Frank was responsible for a number of FAO areas of work including efforts 

towards improving the socio-economic viability and safety in small-scale fisheries and minimizing illegal, 

unreported and unregulated fishing. 

  

“FAO gave me an incredible opportunity to return working with Pacific Island countries and regional 

organizations in fisheries and aquaculture”. 

  

Since leaving school in 1979, I have been fortunate enough to spend most of my working life doing what I 

love most – working with fisheries.  The pacific with its abundant natural resources hold so much promise 

for the development aspirations of SIDS. My thanks to all the pacific islanders in the private sector and 

government that made me so welcome and from whom I have learned so much.   

  

FAO Subregional Coordinator, Ms Eriko Hibi said the organization has been very fortunate to have long 

serving staff. “Frank is one of those professionals who brought in solid technical expertise, he 

continuously updated knowledge, and had a strong network of professionals to partner with.” Ms. Hibi 

emphasized that it was his sense of service and commitment to the people FAO serves which made him 

exemplary. 

  

Frank was involved in the recent approval of two FAO-funded projects to strengthen community-fisheries 

in Tonga and Samoa. The aim of the projects is to strengthen the technical capacity for both countries to 

improve and streamline their community-based fisheries management programmes. 

  

Frank was also involved in projects outside of fisheries. He recently led a group to Wojte atoll in the 

Marshall Islands to carry out interviews of householders to evaluate the impacts of the drought on 

household food production. Remote atolls in the Marshall Islands have been suffering from severe 

drought. 

  

FAO staff in Samoa wish Frank all the best for the future. 
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Sauniatu primary school students call in at FAO  

 

 

A group of students from Sauniatu Primary School 

visited the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) to learn more about the 

organization and what they do in the region. 

Accompanied by their teachers year seven and eight 

students were welcomed by FAO staff at 

Subregional Office in Apia, Samoa. 

  

Assistant FAO Representative, Philip Tuivavalagi 

gave a brief introduction of the organization before 

staff began the rest of the programme which included a fun quiz to test the students’ knowledge of FAO 

followed by a short video documentary on community-based fisheries programme in Samoa, Tonga and 

Fiji titled, Voices of the Pacific. 

  

The students left FAO with caps and an information package to take home. FAO was one stop of a tour of 

UN agencies the students visited. 

  

FAO has five main strategic objectives: 

Help eliminate hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition, 

Make agriculture, forestry and fisheries more productive and sustainable, 

Reduce rural poverty, 

Enable inclusive and efficient agricultural and food systems, 

Increase the resilience of livelihood from disasters. 
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Preparations for Regional Asia-Pacific Conference underway  

 

 

Preparations are well underway for the 34th FAO 

Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific (APRC) 

which will be held in Nadi, Fiji from 9 – 13 April, 2018. 

  

The hosting arrangements for the 34th APRC were 

formalized in December 2017 in the Fijian capital 

Suva. The conference will provide an opportunity to 

present issues relating to food and nutrition security 

that are specific to small island states. 

  

“This APRC will be a major opportunity to look at the issues impacting not only the Asia-Pacific region but, 

specifically, the Pacific region, and to develop joint collaborations to address challenges,” says Kundhavi 

Kadiresan, FAO’s Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific. 

  

Addressing issues relating to climate change and mitigating its effects in Pacific island countries, and 

others across Asia, is a major focus of FAO’s work in the region and the world. Kadiresan pointed out that 

FAO has worked to bring the agriculture agenda into the climate dialogue in COP23, where the Fiji’s 

Minister for Agriculture, Hon. Inia Seruiratu was a leading voice, She added that Governments of the Asia-

Pacific region, development partners and communities realize the need to be better prepared to deal with, 

and prevent, negative impacts of climatic events and that FAO stands ready to support those efforts. 

  

Diets and nutrition pressing issues in Asia-Pacific 

In the Asia-Pacific region, nearly half-a-billion people are undernourished. That’s more than 60 percent of 

the world’s total. On average, one child in every four suffers from stunting, due to an inadequate intake of 

nutrients and micronutrients needed to reach full maturity – physically and mentally. Obesity is also a 

major concern, particularly for countries in the Pacific. 

  

“In the Asia-Pacific region, there are huge challenges with respect to food and nutrition security, mostly 

relating to hunger but also to obesity and non-communicable diseases, issues that need to be seriously 

addressed,” Kadiresan said.signing of a Memorandum of Responsibilities by Fiji’s Minister for Agriculture, 

Hon. Inia Seruiratu, and Kundhavi Kadiresan, FAO’s Assistant Director-General and Regional 

Representative for Asia and the Pacific. 

  

Government Ministers and delegates from more than 40 member countries across the Asia-Pacific region 

will participate in the APRC, The conference, convened every two years, results in recommendations by 

the governments that guide FAO’s work in the vast Asia-Pacific region, and provide further guidance to 

FAO’s global conference in Rome in June the following year. 

  

This is the first time in more than two decades that a country in the Pacific has hosted an APRC and the  
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FAO’s Statistics Commission prioritizes development of agricultural and fisheries statistics 
in Pacific Island countries  

 

 

The Asia and Pacific Commission on Agricultural 

Statistics will be held on March 19 - 23 2018 in Nadi, 

Fiji. The commission will focus on policies, statistics 

and data, which are important to any country to 

establish baselines, clarify needs and initiate 

responses to agricultural and nutritional challenges. 

  

FAO will launch the Pacific Strategic Plan for 

Agricultural and Fisheries Statistics, a landmark 

Strategic Plan prepared jointly by FAO and the Pacific 

Community (SPC) to improve the quality and quantity 

of statistics in the Pacific region. 

  

More than 100 participants from 30 countries representing senior statistics officials from APCAS member 

countries, Observers from non-member countries, International Organizations as well as technical experts 

from FAO Regional Office and headquarters will attend. They will deliberate and discuss development in 

agricultural statistics in the Asia-Pacific region for achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. The meeting will also highlight the achievements of Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural 

and Rural Statistics and developing an Integrated System of Agricultural Census and Surveys. 

  

Agriculture plays a vital role in development in many Asia-Pacific countries and is a source of livelihood 

for majority of population, particularly in rural areas. Around three-quarter of the Pacific population live in 

rural areas and depend on agriculture and fisheries for their well-being. The Pacific countries are also 

vulnerable to the long-term impacts of climate change. Building a sustainable agricultural statistics system 

will not only help in targeted policymaking but also help in monitoring the progress towards the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the region. With only 13 years left to achieve these goals, 

urgent action is needed to improve agricultural statistical system for monitoring the SDGs. 

  

The Asia and Pacific Commission on Agricultural Statistics is a statutory body of FAO with a mandate to 

review the state of food and agricultural statistics in the region and advise member countries on their 

development and standardization within the general framework of FAO’s statistics work. 

For more information visit:  FAO Events/APCAS 
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New Publication: 
 
Lessons learned from five years of nature conservation and development in South Pacific 
Islands  

 

 

FAO with financing from the Global Environment 

Facility implemented the project “Forestry 

Conservation and Protected Area Management” in 

cooperation with the Governments of the Pacific Island 

Countries Fiji, Niue, Samoa and Vanuatu from 2012 

until 2018.  

 

The project assisted with the implementation of Aichi 

Targets in support of the Convention for Biodiversity 

and resulted in many tangible outcomes leaving a 

legacy in conservation and development in the 

individual countries and the Pacific Region.  

 

This publication presents condensed “Lessons 

learned” from five years project implementation in the 

South Pacific Island Region. It shares the experiences 

of working with National Governments and local 

communities within the South Pacific Islands' socio-

economic and cultural/traditional context.  

 

Download the publication here 
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