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          FAO Myanmar Newsletter 

Message from FAO Representative 

Celebrating FAO’s 40 year presence in 

Myanmar 

FAO Myanmar team celebrating FAO’s 40 year presence in Myanmar. 

Issue 1 

April 2018 

Xiaojie Fan 

FAO Representative in Myanmar 

 

In response to the messages, FAO Director-General, José Graziano 

da Silva, assured the Government of Myanmar on FAO continued 

support. 

Ms Xiaojie Fan, FAO Representative in Myanmar handing over 

the letter of FAO Director-General, José Graziano da Silva,  

to H.E. Dr. Aung Thu, Union Minister, MoALI.  

Our work on Disaster Risk Reduction/ Disaster Risk Management 

(DRR/DRM) continued among the others with DRM System 

Analysis in the fisheries sector in Ayeyarwady Region, Dry Zone 

and Rakhine State. In the livestock sector, we proceeded with the 

assistance to the Livestock, Breeding and Veterinary Department 

(LBVD), of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation 

(MoALI) to conduct a National Livestock Baseline Survey (NLBS).   

We have also been supporting the Government in identifying policy 

options for improving nutrition and making existing food systems 

more nutrition sensitive.  

I hope you will enjoy reading our Newsletter. 

“We would also like to congratulate you on your 

accomplishments which significantly contributed to the 

development of agriculture sector and are the driving force 

behind ongoing changes in this sector”, wrote H.E. Dr. Aung 

Thu, Union Minister, MoALI. “I wish FAO in its efforts to 

ensure that continues strong support for a better future of all 

Myanmar people, and we hope for many more years of fruitful 

collaboration”, His Excellency added.   

The 40 years of partnership between the Government of Myanmar 

and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN has resulted in 

rich experiences, promotion of strong collaboration and trust,  

support to the development of the agriculture sector, and 

improvement of livelihoods of many farmers, fisher folks and 

pastoralists. Through its technical expertise, FAO has delivered more 

than 250 projects and programmes in Myanmar. These included field

-level interventions providing immediate and long-term support to 

rural livelihoods and Government capacity building to strengthen 

policy planning and implementation across the country’s agriculture 

sector. The celebrations to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 

country representation in Myanmar will continue through 2018, 

including at the 34th session of the Regional Conference for Asia 

and the Pacific, which will be attended by FAO Director-General, 

José Graziano da Silva and the representatives of Member Countries. 

On this occasion, FAO has being honored to receive a formal 

messages acknowledging FAO’s contributions to the sector’s 

development.    

“The milestones achieved in the last four decades reflect your 

dedication, hard work and tremendous contribution to our 

country. We would like to congratulate you on your 

accomplishments contributing technical assistance in the 

agriculture sector. We wish FAO all success in its efforts for a 

better future of all Myanmar people and we hope for many years 

of fruitful collaboration in increasing farmers’ livelihoods and 

supporting rural development”, wrote H.E. Ohn Winn, Union 

Minister, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental 

Conservation (MoNREC). 

Dear Readers,  

Welcome to the first FAO Myanmar Newsletter of 2018. In this issue 

we would like to share with you the most prominent activities we 

have undertaken over the last months to respond to evolving issues in 

agriculture and rural development across Myanmar.  Our latest 

endeavors focused on direct support to farmers, fisher-folks and 

pastoralists, complemented by capacity strengthening of frontline 

Government officials.  

Among these, we have been helping farmers to adapt to climate 

change, through organization of Farmers Field Schools on Climate -

Smart Agriculture Practices in the Delta, Hilly Region and Dry Zone. 

We have also completed a six month long emergency livelihood 

assistance to the most vulnerable population in Northern Rakhine, 

where the levels of malnutrition are alarming.  

“Allow me to take this opportunity to assure you that FAO 

Myanmar will continue to nurture the fruitful partnership with 

the Government of the Republic of Myanmar.  Through 

continued close engagement, we can work together to respond to 

the specific needs of all Myanmar people and achieve our 

common goal of food security for all”, wrote FAO Director-

General, José Graziano da Silva. 
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FAO Continues to Support the Myanmar 

Government in Promoting DRM Within 

and Across Sectors and the Use of Modern 

Geospatial Technologies 

Ongoing work 

FAO Myanmar is assisting MOALI in the preparation of the 

Agriculture Action Plan for DRR (AAPDRR).  

In an effort to enhance the comprehensiveness of the AAPDRR, 

FAO through the leadership of MOALI, conducted a national 

Stakeholder Consultation Workshop on the AAPDRR aiming to 

collect feedback from key stakeholders in DRR/M in agriculture on 

the proposed AAPDRR priorities, as well as identify and discuss 

contributions from other stakeholders to the AAPDRR. This was 

then followed by two workshops - a Validation and Review 

Workshop on the AAPDRR priorities, and a Writeshop on detailed 

AAPDRR activities. The AAPDRR is a response to the recently 

launched Myanmar Action Plan for DRR (MAPDRR 2017) and is 

expected to guide and boost DRR work in the agriculture sector 

over the next five years.  
 

Building on FAO’s work on DRM since 2016 and the on-going 

AAPDRR process, FAO has approved a small technical cooperation 

project entitled “Programming and Capacity Building Support to 

Enhance Planning and Implementation Capacities for DRR” to 

initiate the development of technical approaches and capacities, 

required for the implementation of the AAPDRR including piloting 

and guidance for regional AAPDRR planning and enhancing the 

institutional coordination within MOALI and with key ministries/

departments such as the Relief and Resettlement Department 

(MSWRR), Department of Meteorology and Hydrology, and 

Department of Higher Education (MOE through its specialized 

universities).   
 

The FAO study on “Enhancing Resilient Livelihoods to Address the 

Climate Change, Disaster and Poverty Nexus in Asia” is 

currently being conducted  in Myanmar, Bangladesh and Viet Nam 

and aims to provide a good understanding on how the nexus 

between climate variability, climate change, disasters and poverty is 

being addressed in selected Asian countries. The Myanmar 

component of the study is being conducted in partnership with 

Action Aid Myanmar in Meiktila in the Central Dry Zone, and 

Pathein and Ngaputaw in the Ayeyarwaddy Delta as study sites.  

Looking ahead  

In preparation for the upcoming monsoon season, FAO and 

members of the MOALI Drone Mapping Team have initiated on 16 

March the planning for pre-monsoon risk assessment drone 

mapping missions to be car r ied out in representative flood 

prone vulnerable communities in the Central Dry Zone and 

Ayeyawardy Delta of Myanmar.  

These drone mapping missions will allow MOALI experts to better 

understand field-level risks and validate cropping data. The pre-

flooding information will also enhance response and help guarantee 

swift flood impact validation drone missions.  

Supporting the National Livestock 

Baseline Survey 
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Furthermore, the GEF-LDCF project “FishAdapt: Strengthening the 

adaptive capacity and resilience of fisheries and aquaculture-

dependent livelihoods in Myanmar” is also car rying out DRM 

Systems Analysis for Fisheries and Aquaculture in Yangon Region,  

Ayeyarwady Region and Rakhine State (March 2018) in an effort to 

better understand the evolving and dynamic structure of DRM 

institutions, practices and technologies, their strengths and 

weaknesses, requirements for transitioning to proactive DRR, and set 

the stage for comprehensive and evidence-based identification of 

project interventions.  

 

H.E. Kyaw Lwin,  Rakhine State Minister for Agriculture, Livestock, 

Forestry and Mining together with workshop participants, Sittwe, 

Rakhine.  
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“All is going according to plan”, says Murray Maclean, Chief 

Technical Adviser of the LIFT-funded FAO livestock project, of the 

National Livestock Baseline Survey (NLBS). The NLBS has 

surveyed all households in 20 per cent of randomly selected villages 

and wards in all rural townships through the country. 

With data from over 1.8 million households already entered and 

being analysed, the NLBS represents one of the more significant 

national-level surveys conducted in recent years.  

The household data being collected includes not only the number, 

species and age of livestock raised by households, but also basic 

data on cropping area and ownership of tractors by smallholders. 

The NLBS represents a perfect example of a collaborative effort 

between the FAO project and the Livestock, Breeding and 

Veterinary Department (LBVD), of the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Livestock and Irrigation (MoALI). FAO has supported the NLBS by 

training over 800 government staff on data collection and 

management throughout the country, who in turn trained over 20 

000 enumerators. The project provided technical support for survey 

design and introduced tablet data management systems, and will be 

provide technical support for data analysis. The government 

provided funding for the data collection and survey forms. LBVD 

headquarters level staff are processing the data as it arrives, based in 

the project office in Nyaung U, Mandalay Region. While final 

results will be available by mid-year 2018, the FAO project with  

A cow and calf eating in a village in the dry zone: Cattle are amongst 

the most valuable of farmer assets. 

LBVD is also utilizing the data in real-time as it comes in. The most 

urgent issue is the national estimate of the cattle and buffalo 

population, which the government need in order to establish 

guidelines for the recently legalised export trade. 

The NLBS represents only one of many livestock sector activities 

being conducted by the project, which continues until the end of 

2018. 
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Operationalizing Food System 

Approach to Attaining Nutrition Goals in 

Myanmar 

 
 

 

 Promoting Climate-Smart Agriculture 
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Myanmar is highly vulnerable to climate change and ranks among 

the top three countries most affected by weather related events, 

which has led to massive displacement of people and destruction of 

livelihoods, crops and other food sources resulting to food insecurity. 

In order to address the adverse impact of climate change, FAO is 

implementing a five-year project entitled “Sustainable cropland and 

forest management in priority agro-ecosystems of Myanmar (SLM-

GEF)” in coordination with the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Conservation (MoNREC) and the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Livestock, and Irrigation (MoALI) with funding from 

the Global Environment Facility (GEF). The project facilitates 

adoption of Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA) policies and practices 

that help to sustainably increase productivity, enhance resilience and 

reduce/remove Greenhouse Gas emission. At the field level, the 

project is active in five pilot Townships from three different agro-

ecological zones (Coastal/Delta Zone: Labutta, Upland/Hill: Mindat 

and Kanpetlet and Central Dry Zone: Nyaung U and Kyakpadaung) 

implementing various relevant CSA initiatives mainly using Farmer 

Field Schools (FFS) models. As a startup activity, FAO started 

implementation of sixteen FFS in  Central Dry Zone (Nyaung-U and 

Kyaukpadaung Townships) in October/November 2017 on chickpea, 

green gram and sesame in collaboration with Township Department 

of Agriculture (DoA) Offices and a Service Provider organization 

Cesvi Myanmar. Before starting the FFS implementation, a Training 

of Trainers (ToT) for FFS Facilitators was organized in Nyaung-U. A 

series of trainings conducted at each FFS sites during the entire 

cropping cycle mainly focusing on CSA techniques/practices followed 

by a Farmer Field Day and Graduation ceremony.  

A FFS committee of twenty one members has been formed at each 

FFS site where a demonstration plot has been established at Lead 

Farmer’s field while other farmers replicated the learning in their 

respective field. Recently, Farmer Field Day events were organized 

for chickpea at six FFS sites where a large number of farmers from 

nearby villages, DoA Officials and representatives from other relevant 

stakeholders attended the events and FFS participants presented their 

activities and showed the results. Meanwhile, FAO has identified the 

priority crops; conducted value chain analysis and developed FFS 

curricula for identified crops in the three agro-ecological zones. In 

addition to the CSA techniques, the FFS curricula also include 

findings of the assessments of value chains and business models for 

the identified crops.  FAO is now preparing to establish additional 

fifty five FFSs in the five pilot Townships following the recently 

developed FFS curricula.  

It is expected that through the adoption of such CSA techniques, that 

are more resilient to climatic trends and changes, production can be 

sustainably increased and achievement of national food security and 

development goals will be enhanced. 

The Government of Myanmar is highly committed to eradicating 

food insecurity and malnutrition through multi-sectoral approaches 

as evidenced by H. E. Daw Aung San Su Kyi’s call for Ministries of 

Education, Social Welfare and Resettlement, Health and Sports, and 

Agriculture Livestock and Irrigation to join forces to address 

sustained rates of malnutrition. Since the Lancet Report was 

published in 2008, calling for a multi-sectoral approach- of both 

nutrition-specific and sensitive interventions- there has been 

increasing momentum across the globe, as in Myanmar, to better 

coordinate efforts to address both immediate and underlying causes 

of malnutrition.  

Globally, FAO is calling for a broader food system’s approach, from 

farm to fork, to end hunger and malnutrition. And as such, FAO 

Myanmar, in partnership with the International Food Policy Research 

Institute (IFPRI), joined hands with the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Livestock and Irrigation (MOALI) to develop an operational 

framework to identify policy and investment gaps within the food 

system to realize nutrition objectives, adopting a so-called ‘nutrition 

sensitive food system approach’.  

Myanmar has many sectoral and sub-sector policies in place related 

to the food system, most importantly the Agriculture Development 

Strategy (ADS). FAO is committed to strengthening the 

implementation of this comprehensive strategy and overall, to 

identify levers to maximize the sector’s contribution for improved 

nutrition. With the forthcoming Multi-sectoral Nutrition Plan of 

Action, there is an opportunity to identifying key impact pathways 

and areas of convergence with other sectors, including Commerce.  
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National Stakeholder Consultation Workshop on Conceptualizing a 

Policy Framework for Nutrition Sensitive Food Systems for Myanmar, 

Yangon, March 2018. 

In December 2017, FAO Myanmar, with financial and technical 

support from its Regional Office, initiated this review and analytical 

work with a first stakeholder consultation held in Nay Pyi Taw. 

Discussions validated that the ADS provides a natural entry-point for 

operationalizing a nutrition-sensitive food systems approach. The 

second workshop held in Yangon on 19 March, 2018 brought together 

government officials and development partners to identify concrete 

entry points for the implementation of the ADS from a nutrition 

perspective. Groups discussed multi-sectoral coordination for a more 

nutrition-sensitive food system in Myanmar and constraints and 

opportunities by agro-ecological zones. The proceedings of the 

workshop will be used to develop an operational plan to elaborate 

nutrition impact pathways in the ADS and also feed into the 

development of the Multi-sectoral National Action Plan for Nutrition. 

This work is part of FAO’s broader programmatic focus on improving 

food security, food safety and nutrition and the EU-FAO “Food and 

Nutrition Security Impact, Resilience, Sustainability, 

Transformation” (FIRST) work plan in Myanmar.  
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Contact Us 
FAO Representation in Myanmar 

FAO Building  

Seed Division Compound (DoA) 

Insein Road, Gyogon Yangon,  

Myanmar 

Mailing Address: 

PO Box 101, Yangon 

Tel: +95 1 641672 

Fax: +95 1 641561 

FAO-MM@fao.org 

www.fao.org/myanmar 

 

Building Resilient 

Livelihoods in Rakhine State  

 

April 2018 

Climate Smart Agriculture and Farmer Field School Training of Trainers, (GCP/MYA/017/GFF)   

Stakeholder Consultation on Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management-EAFM Handbook,  

(GCP /MYA/021/LDF) 

May 2018 

Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission and capacity building training on food security analysis and 

assessment (FAO and WFP) 

Launching ceremony of the Climate-Smart Agriculture Centre in Yezin Agricultural University, 

(GCP/MYA/017/GFF)   

Township-Level DRM Systems Analysis and Village PRA in Yangon, Ayeyarwady Region and Rakhine 

State, (GCP /MYA/021/LDF) 

June 2018 

Launching of the GAFSP project, (UTF /MYA/026/MYA) 

Study tour to Kerala Forest Research Institute and Institute of Wood science and Technology, 

(TCP/MYA/3607)  

 

With a population of 3.2 million, Rakhine State remains Myanmar’s 

least developed region, with 78% of the population living below the 

World Bank International poverty threshold of USD 1.25/day. 

Northern Rakhine is also facing a humanitarian crisis as a result of a 

new outbreak of violence in August 2017, which adds to pre-

existing challenges and vulnerabilities.  

The violence which resulted after the attacks of the Arakan 

Salvation Army on the border guard police station in Maungdaw 

and the Government Military response, lead to a massive 

displacement of around 688 000 Muslims into Bangladesh and 

further compounded food insecurity across all Townships, where 

malnutrition rates were already above emergency thresholds before 

the violence broke out.  

As the current events are impacting the already food insecure 

population, FAO remains committed to enhance resilience of 

affected communities through restoring, protecting and 

improving livelihood opportunities. FAO interventions in 

Northern Rakhine aim at improving income and economic access, 

reducing use of negative copying strategies and increasing 

availability of quality and diversified food at community and 

household levels. FAO’s livelihood programme promotes social 

cohesion targeting displaced and non-displaced communities living 

in areas affected by natural and human induced disasters and crisis. 

Since June 2017, FAO partnered with the UK Department for 

International Development (DFID) and launched a livelihood 

recovery project across Maungdaw and Buthidaung Townships to 

assist the remaining population.  

“The project has been implemented with the support of the World 

Food Programme (WFP) and aimed at complementing WFP and 

ICRC emergency food assistance by improving food availability at 

family level expanding agriculture production of crops, vegetables 

and livestock”,  said Andrea Berloffa, Senior Resilience Officer.  

The project reached 5 180 beneficiary households (28 500 

individuals) for the assistance. The recent violence dramatically  

 

26 February 2018, Consultative Meeting on New Avian Influenza virus (AVI) contingency plan cover ing all virus subtypes, 

(OSRO/MYA/501/USA) 

26 February- 2 March 2018, National Forest Inventory Mission to FAOHQ -UN-REDD Programme, (UNJP/MYA/023/UNJ-

GLOBAL) 

27 February 2018, Validation Workshop on Agr icultural Extension Modernization project, (TCP/MYA/3605/C4) 

13-15 March 2018, Workshop on Disaster  Risk Management system analysis for  fisher ies and aquaculture in Ayeyarwady 

Region, (GCP /MYA/021/LDF) 

13 March 2018, Workshop on Endorsement of FFS curr iculum and Value Chain Analysis with Relevant Stakeholders, 

(GCP/MYA/017/GFF)  

19 March 2018, National Consultation Workshop on Conceptualization of a Policy Framework for  Nutr ition Sensitive Food 

Systems for Myanmar  

19-20 March 2018, Capacity Building Workshop on “Legal and Regulatory Frameworks for  Sustainable Land Management, 

Sustainable Forest Management and Climate Smart Agriculture in Myanmar”, (GCP/MYA/017/GFF)   

 

Upcoming Events 
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“FAO emergency program in Rakhine adopts an integrated approach 

that address food and nutrition insecurity while protecting and 

gradually restoring agricultural-based livelihoods and strengthening 

the capacity of people to manage and recover from shocks. By 

integrating immediate relief with livelihood-recovery activities, FAO 

action will contribute to the strengthening of resilience of the 

targeted communities”, explained Mr Andrea Berloffa, Senior 

Resilience Officer. 

reduced the already limited movements of the population in 

Northern Rakhine, limiting access to income opportunities and food. 

The FAO assistance in Northern Rakhine aimed to increase the 

availability of nutritious foods at household level though provision 

of crop and vegetable seeds and animals. All inputs distributions 

were combined with trainings on best agricultural practices, animal 

husbandry and nutrition promotion.  

FAO is planning to continue its emergency livelihood support 

across Northern and Central Rakhine and it is currently seeking 

USD 8 million to assist 180 000 people. 

Highlighted Events and Partnerships 
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