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FAO OPEN ACCESS POLICY

PREAMBLE
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) is a specialized agency of the United 
Nations system with a mandate to: eradicate hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition; eliminate poverty; 
promote progress in the form of economic and social development; and foster the sustainable management 
and utilization of natural resources for the benefit of present and future generations. FAO produces an 
abundance of expert information and knowledge through its technical and applied work. In order to 
make that body of knowledge accessible to users worldwide, the Organization encourages the wide use, 
reproduction and dissemination of all intellectual property produced by FAO, including works prepared by 
other organizations under contract with FAO.

OPEN ACCESS RATIONALE
Open Access can be defined as the immediate, irrevocable and free online access to information products 
by any user worldwide, and reuse that is free of most restrictions, subject to proper attribution. FAO considers 
Open Access to be an important practical application of its commitment to the collection, synthesis, 
packaging and distribution of FAO knowledge to the world at large, and particularly the populations of 
those countries where such knowledge may not be readily accessible. 

This policy advocates the application of suitable open licences to FAO copyright material in accordance with 
the principles of openness and sharing envisioned under Open Access, and consistent with the mandate 
of FAO.

This policy complies with and extends the FAO Corporate Communication Policy; the FAO Corporate 
Publishing Policy; the Publishing at FAO – Strategy and Guidance document and the FAO Logo 
Policy and Guidelines.
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1. ____ SELF-ARCHIVING 
All FAO publications and documents that are free of restrictions must be archived in the FAO Document 
Repository. In the case of FAO articles published in non-FAO publications, FAO retains copyright over the 
content of the article while granting the publisher a licence to publish the final product. In these cases, FAO, 
as copyright holder, must always retain the right to publish the content of the Pre-print/Accepted Author’s 
Manuscript version of the article in the FAO Document Repository.

2. ____ OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS
In addition to self-archiving, FAO authors1 may elect to publish articles in Open Access journals provided by 
commercial publishers. Open Access delivered by journal publishers is sometimes referred to as Gold Open 
Access. Note that commercial publishers require the authoring institution to pay a fee for the right to make 
these products available in Open Access.

The Creative Commons licence will be displayed on the published version of the article according to the 
guidelines of the journal publisher. The FAO copyright symbol and author disclaimer2 must also appear on all 
FAO articles published in non-FAO journals.

3. ____ CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSING
As of 18 June, 2018, FAO will apply a Creative Commons 3.0 Intergovernmental Organization (IGO) 
licence to all eligible publications and documents under FAO copyright and published on www.FAO.org. 
This Creative Commons licence may also apply to the content of FAO-authored journal articles published 
by external, non-FAO publishers. Examples of items that are not eligible for Creative Commons licences 
are those where copyright is shared with another institution that is not able to comply with Open Access 
requirements, and materials that are subject to restrictions, i.e., member country restrictions or publications 
where only one official language translation may legally exist.

A Creative Commons licence applies to an FAO information product if that product displays a Creative 
Commons licence on its copyright page (or front page in the case of products that do not include a 
copyright page).

The default licence that will apply to FAO information products is:  
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 IGO (CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO). 

Creative Commons licences will not be applied retrospectively to FAO publications or documents published 
before 18 June, 2018. 

1 FAO authors may include FAO staff members, consultants, subscribers to Personal Service Agreements (PSAs), experts on loan, and any other 
person engaged under FAO Staff Regulation 301.13.6.

2 “The views expressed in this information product are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of FAO.”
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4. ____ RELATIONSHIP OF COPYRIGHT TO CREATIVE COMMONS LICENCES
FAO, like other UN agencies, retains copyright of all intellectual property that it produces or that is produced 
on its behalf. This is a protective measure, to ensure that FAO always has the right to freely disseminate this 
material to its members and stakeholders, and to ensure that no other entity is able to make unauthorized 
reuse of FAO intellectual property for profit-making purposes or any other corporate advantage. 

FAO does not forfeit its right to copyright ownership, and it does not transfer this right to other entities. 
Creative Commons licences should not be considered a substitute for copyright ownership. Instead, Creative 
Commons licences are a useful tool for managing copyright; providing a means for FAO to state the terms 
and conditions for using FAO copyright material according to standards that are commonly understood and 
frequently applied throughout the publishing industry.

5. ____ RESPONSIBILITIES

FAO Departments and Decentralized Offices are responsible for:

• Liaising with OCC to negotiate licences for book chapters/articles published by non-FAO 
publishers.

• Paying Open Access fees for Gold Open Access.

• Creating records for all FAO publications in the Publications Workflow System.

• Ensuring that all external publishers receive a copy of FAO’s signed licence agreement before 
publication.

• Ensuring that the Pre-print/Accepted Author’s Manuscript versions of all FAO articles published by 
external publishers are published in the FAO Document Repository.

• Ensuring that all non-FAO contributors are aware of FAO’s Open Access Policy, and that they 
have agreed in writing to either transfer copyright ownership of their contribution to FAO, or have 
granted FAO a licence to disseminate their contribution as part of a larger work owned by FAO.

FAO’s Office for Corporate Communication (OCC) is responsible for:

• Ensuring appropriate copyright protection for all intellectual property produced by FAO or on its 
behalf as a work for hire.

• Providing support and documentation to Departments and Decentralized Offices to ensure that all 
external publishers receive FAO’s signed licence agreement. 

• Ensuring that all non-restricted FAO intellectual property is published in the FAO Document 
Repository according to Open standards, ensuring freedom of access to all, and the preservation 
of FAO institutional memory for posterity. 

All parties reusing FAO copyright material must:

• Request permission from: copyright@fao.org for any commercial reuse of FAO copyright material.

• Ensure that they have obtained permission to reuse any third-party, non-FAO material (such as 
tables, figures and images) that may appear in FAO information products.

mailto:copyright@fao.org
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ANNEX

FAO COPYRIGHT NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER FOR PUBLICATIONS

Required citation: 
Author (corporate or personal). Year of publication. Publication title. [Series.] Place of publication, Publisher (if different to 
author). Number of pages (total including preliminary pages). (URL [short if available]). Licence: CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO.

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information product do not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) concerning 
the legal or development status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation 
of its frontiers or boundaries. The mention of specific companies or products of manufacturers, whether or not these 
have been patented, does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by FAO in preference to others 
of a similar nature that are not mentioned.

The views expressed in this information product are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of FAO.

ISBN [insert number] 
© FAO, [insert year]

Some rights reserved. This work is made available under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 
3.0 IGO licence (CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo).

Under the terms of this licence, this work may be copied, redistributed and adapted for non-commercial purposes, 
provided that the work is appropriately cited. In any use of this work, there should be no suggestion that FAO 
endorses any specific organization, products or services. The use of the FAO logo is not permitted. If the work is 
adapted, then it must be licensed under the same or equivalent Creative Commons licence. If a translation of this work 
is created, it must include the following disclaimer along with the required citation: “This translation was not created 
by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). FAO is not responsible for the content or 
accuracy of this translation. The original [Language] edition shall be the authoritative edition.”

Disputes arising under the licence that cannot be settled amicably will be resolved by mediation and arbitration as 
described in Article 8 of the licence except as otherwise provided herein. The applicable mediation rules will be 
the mediation rules of the World Intellectual Property Organization http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/mediation/rules 
and any arbitration will be conducted in accordance with the Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL).

Third-party materials. Users wishing to reuse material from this work that is attributed to a third party, such as tables, 
figures or images, are responsible for determining whether permission is needed for that reuse and for obtaining 
permission from the copyright holder. The risk of claims resulting from infringement of any third-party-owned component 
in the work rests solely with the user.

Sales, rights and licensing. FAO information products are available on the FAO website (www.fao.org/publications) 
and can be purchased through publications-sales@fao.org. Requests for commercial use should be submitted 
via: www.fao.org/contact-us/licence-request. Queries regarding rights and licensing should be submitted to: 
copyright@fao.org.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo
mailto:publications-sales@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/contact-us/licence-request
mailto:copyright@fao.org




OCCP CONTACTS

Publishing policy and procedures 
PWS-support@fao.org

Copyright, rights, licensing, FAO logo clearance 
Copyright@fao.org

Clearance/requests letter of agreement (LoA) / 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) copyright clause  
OCCP-clearance@fao.org

Marketing, dissemination and sales  
Publications-Sales@fao.org  

PWS support and advisory services 
PWS-support@fao.org

Quality assurance, reprints, job numbers, ISBNs, etc.  
Publishing-Submissions@fao.org

Open Access can be defined as the immediate, irrevocable and free online 
access to information products by any user worldwide, and reuse that is free of 
most restrictions, subject to proper attribution. FAO considers Open Access to be 
an important practical application of its commitment to the collection, synthesis, 
packaging and distribution of FAO knowledge to the world at large, and 
particularly the populations of those countries where such knowledge may not be 
readily accessible. 

This policy advocates the application of suitable open licences to FAO copyright 
material in accordance with the principles of openness and sharing envisioned 
under Open Access, and consistent with the mandate of FAO.
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