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I. BACKGROUND  

1. Illegal hunting and wild meat trade have long been recognized as a severe threat to wildlife 

populations in the forests and savannah areas across the African region. The ecological implications of 

illegal hunting and wild meat trade include overall wildlife population declines, destruction of 

biodiversity, and the disappearance of many species associated with loss of ecosystem functionality. 

2. Furthermore, human wildlife conflicts (HWC) have become more frequent and severe over 

recent decades in Africa, as a result of expansion of agricultural and industrial activities and extension 

of transport routes, which together have led to increased human encroachment on previously wild and 

uninhabited areas. Impacts of HWC can range from injury and death, loss of crops (including planted 

forests) and livestock, damaged infrastructure, disease transmission, to reduced farm productivity for 

farmers. 

3. FAO has been assisting member countries in wildlife resource management in Africa, 

including design and implementation of community-based wildlife management programmes, 

developing HWC strategies, supporting relevant on-going initiatives, and sharing lessons learnt and 

best practices. 

4. Another relevant development presents FAO's Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform1 to 

promote policy dialogue around good practices for integrated, cross-sectoral approaches to 

mainstreaming biodiversity (which includes wildlife) in agriculture, fisheries and forestry. 

5. This note informs the Commission about FAO activities in the field of sustainable wildlife 

management and protected area management in 2016-2018 as well as other relevant international 

initiatives and processes. 

                                                      

1 C 2017/REP, paragraph 55; C 2017/33 
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II. PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN THE FIELD OF WILDLIFE 

MANAGEMENT  

6. In 2017, FAO, in collaboration with the Central African Forests Commission (COMIFAC), 

The Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), the French Agricultural Research Centre for 

International Development (CIRAD) and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 

and with the financial support of the Global Environment Facility (GEF), completed the project 

entitled “Sustainable Management of the wildlife and wild meat sector in Central Africa” in four 

countries in Central Africa (Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, and 

Gabon). The project demonstrated that participatory community-based approaches to wildlife 

management and control of wild meat production helped address issues related to the control of access 

to wildlife resources, weak governance and ineffective institutions at the national level. The project 

was completed in response to the request of the 19th session of the Commission to support member 

countries in their efforts to design and implement community-based forest and wildlife management 

programmes. 

7. Within the scope of the project described above, a peer-reviewed book entitled “Communautés 

locales et utilisation durable de la faune en Afrique centrale”2 was published to provide lessons learnt 

on community-based wildlife management and sustainable hunting practices in Central Africa. FAO 

also published two practical guides for Central Africa, namely: i) In-depth diagnosis for the 

implementation of community hunting management3 and ii) Development of a sustainable hunting 

management plan4. Both guides are available in French only. 

8. In 2017, FAO, in collaboration with CIRAD, CIFOR, and the Wildlife Conservation Society 

(WCS), launched a €45 million seven-year EU-ACP Sustainable Wildlife Management (SWM) 

Programme, to assist selected countries of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP) 

to halt unsustainable  hunting, conserve their natural heritage, and strengthen people's livelihoods and 

food security. The SWM Programme is an initiative of the ACP Secretariat and is funded by the 11th 

European Development Fund (EDF). 

9. The SWM Programme will be implemented in the following countries: Chad, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Gabon, Guyana, Madagascar, Mali, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Congo, 

Senegal, Sudan, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

10. The SWM Programme will aim to achieve six main results:    

 Policies and regulations are in place to enable sustainable use of species resilient to hunting / 

fishing and the conservation of protected and threatened species; 

 Wildlife and fish populations are managed in a sustainable manner; 

 Livestock production and consumption increases to meet the nutritional needs of urban and 

rural people; 

 Wild meat demand and consumption is reduced to sustainable levels; 

 Programme performance is evaluated through the designed monitoring and evaluation 

framework; 

 Knowledge is generated to support the development of public policies that reconcile 

conservation and food security issues. 

11. The SWM Programme will contribute to several targets of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), specifically supporting SDG2 Zero hunger and SDG15 Life on land. 

                                                      

2 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7447f.pdf 
3 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7634f.pdf 
4 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7635f.pdf 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7447f.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7634f.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7635f.pdf
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12. Since the last session of the Commission, FAO completed a Technical Cooperation 

Programme (TCP) project entitled: “Preparation of a programme for wildlife conservation and 

sustainable legal wild meat production in Zambia”. Within the project, in collaboration with the non-

governmental organization Panthera and other partners, a study on illegal hunting and wild meat trade 

in Greater Kafue was undertaken. The results will serve for the implementation of SWM Programme 

in Zambia. 

13. In Botswana, FAO completed a TCP project “Investigating the main drivers of illegal hunting 

and wild meat trade and assessment of impact on long-term food security and livelihoods options” in 

2016. A study5 on wild meat in Okavango was undertaken within the scope of the project. To 

implement the recommendations of the study, FAO is currently developing interventions to improve 

the food security of communities in wildlife-dominated landscapes in Northern Botswana, through a 

follow-up TCP project.  

III. FAO SURVEY ON WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT  

14. To inform priority setting and work planning for 2018-19, from July to September 2017, FAO 

conducted a global survey with experts from international and national institutions, government 

counterparts, partner organizations, and internally with FAO staff, to take stock of past work related to 

wildlife management and assess the needs for future work. 

15. In total, 533 respondents completed the survey. The survey data represented a broad cross-

sectoral participation from the different regions. According to the data, 43% of all respondents were 

from Africa, followed by Latin America and the Caribbean (28%), Asia and the Pacific (14%), Europe 

(11%), Central Asia and Caucasus (2%) and North America (2%). 

16. Survey responses confirmed that human encroachment, unsustainable hunting of bush meat, 

and human-wildlife conflicts are the most significant threats to wildlife in Africa. Over 30% of 

respondents signalled that the underlying causes to these threats are related to inadequate management 

planning, legal framework and enforcement, and local demand for wildlife related food. 

17. Recommendations given by responders regarding desirable governments’ priority can be 

grouped into three clusters, namely: 

 Actions aimed at the conservation and sustainable use of wildlife species and habitats 

(41%):  fifty-five percent of these respondents indicated the governments’ need to take further 

actions related to the conservation and sustainable use and of wildlife species, including, 

mitigating and preventing HWC, integrating animal health into the management of protected 

areas, and curbing illegal wildlife trade and poaching and others. 

 

 Actions aimed at establishing an enabling environment (41%): societal organization, including 

national and intra-national policies and strategies, regulatory and legal mechanisms, 

community and government structure (51%); operational efficiency, including human capacity 

and management, training, evaluation and monitoring (20%); others (29%). 

 

 Actions to increasing the economic value through sustainable wildlife management 

(18%).  The vast majority of respondents (81%) signalled the importance of the supporting 

initiatives that create monetary value for wildlife management and their stakeholders. These 

can include the promotion of wildlife based tourism, development of profit-generating 

activities around protected areas, and enhancing the value of ecosystem services provided by 

protected areas, among others. 

                                                      

5 http://www.fao.org/3/a-bc611e.pdf 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-bc611e.pdf
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18. The survey further confirms the vital role protected areas play in i) safeguarding wildlife in the 

face of climate change, and ii) providing key ecosystem services (e.g. mitigation of natural disasters, 

provision of food and water, and recreation values). In fact, respondents identified ecosystems services 

related to wildlife as a critical area FAO should prioritise in their work in Africa. 

19. The majority of respondents indicated that particular attention in general should be paid to 

initiatives related to i) proper land use planning, including establishing buffer zones around protected 

areas and ecological corridors to minimize human-wildlife conflict and disease transmission, ii) 

extending the protected areas network to ensure their ecological representativeness, and iii) 

recognition of the role of indigenous peoples and local communities in the management and 

governance of protected areas, while realizing their traditional use of wildlife resources and ensuring 

equitable benefit sharing. 

20. As regards FAO's role on the subject matter, the survey results suggest to put greater 

emphasis on i) capacity development initiatives, ii) support and strengthen recent and existing field 

projects (rather than new ones), and iii) the facilitation of partnerships in Africa. 

21. Taking into account the survey analysis and FAO's past experience, FAO proposes to 

strengthen its work on the facilitation of exchange of experiences on wildlife management initiatives 

among member countries, the development of strategies and tools for effective prevention and 

mitigation of HWC and for reducing illegal hunting and wild meat trade, and building capacities for 

communities for participatory wildlife management. 

22. Complete results of the survey are provided in the information document 

FO:AFWC/2018/Inf.4 "FAO survey on wildlife management and protected area management in 

Africa: overview of results". 

IV. COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIP ON SUSTAINABLE WILDLIFE 

MANAGEMENT 

23. FAO continues to provide the secretariat for the Collaborative Partnership on Sustainable 

Wildlife Management6 (CPW); and major areas of CPW’s work are promoting sustainable use of 

wildlife resources, addressing human-wildlife conflicts, supporting development of strategies, policies, 

and management systems that contribute to legal and sustainable hunting, and others.  

24. At its thirteenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) considered the issue of wildlife management. The COP adopted decision XIII/87, 

requesting, the CPW, subject to the availability of resources, to further elaborate technical guidance 

for better governance towards a more sustainable wild meat sector, building on the road map8 on the 

role of wild meat in food security. The CPW is supporting the development of the technical guidance 

that will be discussed at the fourteenth meeting of the COP in November 2018. 

25. On the occasion of the World Wildlife Day, on the 3rd of March 2017, FAO launched the 249th 

edition of Unasylva, FAO’s forestry journal, with the theme of “Sustainable Wildlife Management”. 

Authors of this issue included several members of the CPW. It provides insights into community-

based management approaches to wildlife protection, successful management practices to alleviate 

human-wildlife conflicts, trophy hunting and its outcomes for wildlife conservation, and indigenous 

people and local communities’ views on wildlife use. 

                                                      

6  http://www.fao.org/forestry/wildlife-partnership/en/ 
7 https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-08-en.pdf 
8 Robert Nasi and John E. Fa. “The role of bushmeat in food security and nutrition”. Paper presented at the XIV 

World Forestry Congress, Durban, South Africa, 7-11 September 2015 

http://www.fao.org/forestry/wildlife-partnership/en/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-08-en.pdf
http://foris.fao.org/wfc2015/api/file/55560e24f842363144d618c6/contents/c3d97795-0298-4e6e-8e0f-a3ab183be83b.pdf
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26. FAO has made an intervention on behalf of the CPW at the 69th meeting of the Standing 

Committee (SC) of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora (CITES). CPW welcomed the opportunity to contribute its collective knowledge and experience 

to the SC's work on the issue of engagement of rural communities and on livelihoods, and offered its 

support to Parties in the implementation of the respective decisions. 

27. As a member of the CPW, FAO is currently involved in the preparation of the second CPW 

Wildlife Forum at the margins of the fourteenth session of the CBD COP to be held in Egypt in 

November 2018. Like during the first CPW Wildlife Forum9, FAO will advocate for sustainable 

management of wildlife as an important part of sustainable forest management and its contribution to 

achieving the SDGs.  

V. POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION  

A. The Commission may wish to invite countries to: 

 Welcome the EU-ACP Sustainable Wildlife Management Programme as an opportunity to 

learn about innovative approaches to address illegal wild meat hunting and to promote legal 

wild meat production for increased food security and improved livelihoods in Africa. 

 

 Proactively support FAO's initiative on mainstreaming biodiversity by fostering cross-sectoral 

collaboration in the formulation and implementation of relevant national and regional 

strategies and policies for sustainable wildlife management; and, furthermore, committing to 

share any preliminary lessons learnt at the next session of the AFWC. 

 

 Recognize the importance of CPW’s past and future work in promoting the sustainable use 

and conservation of wildlife resources, as part of sustainable forest management, and 

recommend FAO to continue active engagement with the Partnership. 

B. The Commission may wish to recommend to FAO: 

 Continue to facilitate and promote the sharing of good practices and tools on sustainable 

wildlife management, taking into account the priorities identified in FAO's survey on wildlife 

and protected area management and FAO's Biodiversity Mainstreaming Platform. 

 

 Further enhance its work on HWC in Africa, incl. conducting a regional study identifying 

good practices and lessons learnt related to the prevention and mitigation of HWC for the 

benefits of forest dependent people and local communities. 

 

 Continue to enhance CPW's  role in promoting sustainable wildlife management as a multi-

stakeholder platform for confronting the biodiversity crisis, enhancing forest ecosystem 

services, and contributing to food security and livelihood improvements. 

 

 

                                                      

9 Summary report is available at: 

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/wfc2015/Documents/Wildlife_Forum_summary_report.pdf 

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/wfc2015/Documents/Wildlife_Forum_summary_report.pdf

