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I. GENERAL AND FAO CONTEXT 

1. Drylands in Africa cover more than 1.9 billion ha, representing one third of the World’s 

drylands area. Based on FAO’s Global Drylands Assessment conducted in 2015, Africa’s drylands are 

home to 286 million ha of forests (FAO, 20161; Bastin et al, 20172). Based on this same assessment, 

there are 4,710 million trees outside forests in Africa’s drylands including 2,802 million in grasslands, 

and 1,602 million in cropland. Forests and trees in Africa’s drylands are a source of resilience for 

communities in the face of climate change. Farmers, pastoralists and other forest-dependent people 

often meet their basic needs for income, food and nutrition, medicines, shelter, cooking, heating, wood 

and fodder for livestock from using the surrounding dryland forests.  

2. Extensive areas of Africa’s drylands are already degraded and at high risk of further 

degradation and also face associated environmental and socio-economic challenges,  including 

desertification, climate change, conflict, water and food insecurity, migration, unemployment and 

poverty. To address these challenges and build resilience of Africa’s dryland landscapes and 

livelihoods, there is a need to increase investments in sustainable management and restoration of 

dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems. 

3. Many dryland countries, with support from FAO and partner organizations and co-funding 

from cooperation agencies, have been developing and piloting approaches and technologies to support 

the sustainable management and restoration of dryland forests and agroforestry systems. These 
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include: innovative water harvesting techniques and technologies, mobilisation and use of quality 

seeds from native species (trees, shrubs and grasses) for direct seeding and planting, use of treated 

waste water in forestry and agroforestry systems, sand dune fixation, assisted natural regeneration, 

community forestry and development of community-based small and medium enterprises. All of these 

will need further resources for scaling-up through enhanced and targeted capacity development 

activities, creation of enabling policies, knowledge management, networking and resource 

mobilization. 

4. FAO, in collaboration with various national, regional and international partners, has made 

dedicated efforts to enhance its support to member countries on assessment, management and 

restoration of dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems in Africa and globally. Below is a brief 

overview of selected recent global, regional and sub-regional initiatives and activities undertaken by 

FAO, involving African dryland countries, with high scaling up potential.  

II. FAO's ACTIVITIES IN THE SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT AND 

RESTORATION OF DRYLANDS 

A. Global Guidelines for the restoration of degraded forests and landscapes in 

drylands and the Dryland Restoration Initiatives Platform 

5. To promote forest and landscape restoration in the drylands, FAO has published the “Global 

guidelines for the restoration of degraded forests and landscapes in drylands - building resilience and 

benefiting livelihoods", which were developed in collaboration with partner and country organizations 

and experts including from Africa, and published in 2015 in English3, in 2016 in French4, and in 2017 

in Spanish5. These guidelines have been disseminated at different events and workshops in Africa and 

at the global level (Africa Drylands Weeks, UNCCD COP, COFO, Great Green Wall events) to 

promote their use. 

6. In addition, and under the framework of the abovementioned global guidelines, FAO has 

developed a monitoring and reporting tool to analyse, report on, and monitor and evaluate restoration 

initiatives in drylands (including in Africa) and to help projects implementers in compiling the lessons 

learned and in analysing and monitoring performance and impacts and success factors. The tool can 

also be used by the designers of dryland restoration projects as a checklist in the design of the main 

elements of restoration. It is available in three languages (English, French and Spanish) on-line 

through the “Dryland Restoration Initiatives Platform (DRIP)"6.  

B. Support to Africa's Great Green Wall 

7. FAO joined efforts with the African Union Commission, the Secretariat of the African, 

Caribbean and Pacific Group of Sates (ACP) and the European Union in developing and implementing 

the “Action Against Desertification”7 programme in support of the Great Green Wall for the Sahara 

and the Sahel Initiative (GGW) and South-South Cooperation in ACP countries. This programme aims 

to support implementation of the GGW national action plans in six selected countries; Burkina Faso, 

Ethiopia, The Gambia, Niger, Nigeria, and Senegal. As part of the results achieved so far on the 

ground, 12,000 ha of degraded land have been planted to start their restoration, using seeds of 110 

native herbaceous fodder and woody species, benefiting 325 village communities. 

                                                      

3 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5036e.pdf 
4 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5036f.pdf 
5 http://www.fao.org/3/c-i5036s.pdf 
6 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6509e.pdf 
7 www.fao.org/in-action/action-against-desertification 
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8. Furthermore, based on FAO’s global drylands' assessment data, restoration needs and 

opportunities8 in Africa's Great Green Wall intervention area (including drylands of North Africa, the 

Sahel and the Horn of Africa) have been mapped and quantified for the first time. The aim of this first 

estimate, reaching 166 million ha,  was to catalyse action to restore degraded drylands for stronger and 

more resilient communities in the face of climate change. 

9. To boost field implementation in other GGW countries, FAO is working hand in hand with the 

GGW national agencies/coordination units and National Designated Authorities (NDA) for the Green 

Climate Fund (GCF) in Algeria, Burkina Faso, Chad, Mauritania, Senegal, Sudan and Nigeria to 

prepare project proposals to be submitted for funding to the GCF. Among these are three readiness 

proposals to assess forest and land use sector opportunities in selected Africa/GGW dryland countries9  

and to support climate change adaptation and mitigation interventions, particularly under the Great 

Green Wall Initiative 

10. A workshop co-organized by FAO, the African Development Bank (AfDB), the African 

Union Commission and the Pan African Agency of the Great Green Wall was held on 25-27 October 

2017, in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. Participants discussed the development of a GCF/GGW 

programmatic approach and agreed on a joint vision and project pipeline planning with technical and 

financial partner organizations and countries represented by their NDAs and GGW focal points. The 

collaborative umbrella GGW/GCF supported by  FAO and AfDB and other partners, will focus on 

four main components to be further adapted and developed based on countries’ needs:  

 

 (i) large scale restoration including sustainable seed supply and sustainable 

management of natural resources (based on FAO's Great Green Wall/Action 

Against Desertification project restoration model);  

 

 (ii) renewable energy for processing and small scale farming (built on the AfDB-led 

Desert to Power Initiative);  

 

 (iii) value chain development of agriculture products including non-timber forest 

products/commodities, livestock & inland fishery products; 

 

 (iv) development of GGW harmonized and comprehensive assessment and monitoring 

system at country and regional levels. 

 

11. These four components will be supported by two cross-cutting areas (enablers): policy reform 

and capacity development. 

12. As a follow-up to the interest of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) 

countries, FAO is supporting the African Union Commission in its efforts to extend the Great Green 

Wall Initiative (GGWI)  to the SADC region. A workshop was organized in October 2017 in 

Windhoek, Namibia with FAO’s technical and financial support. Key conclusions include the need 

for: 

 (i) a programmatic approach, considering the Sub-Regional Action Programme of 

the United Nations Convention to Combat desertification (SRAP/UNCCD) as a 

basis for the conceptualization and implementation of the GGWI in the SADC 

Region. 

 

                                                      

8 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6476e.pdf 
9 Readiness proposals under the GGW were submitted to GCF Secretariat for Burkina Faso, Chad and Senegal. 

The one for Burkina Faso was approved in February 2018.  
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 (ii) building on existing institutional mechanisms and arrangements (SADC 

Secretariat, the SRAP/UNCCD Task Force) and promote cross-sectoral work and 

participation of  civil society organisations (CSOs) and community based 

organisations (CBOs) and Development Partners 

C. Support to the sustainable management of the Miombo woodlands 

13. The Miombo woodland is a vast African dryland forest ecosystem across southern Africa 

(Angola, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe). It is estimated that these woodlands sustain the livelihoods of more than 100 million rural 

poor and 50 million urban people. The charcoal sector alone employs vast numbers of rural people and 

offers additional income to many poor rural families. 

14. A high need of agricultural land coupled with unsustainable use and overharvesting of natural 

resources in parts of the Miombo woodlands, combined with climate change impacts (e.g. drought, 

fires), leave insufficient time for many trees and associated species to regenerate naturally. This poses 

a serious threat to the products and services of the woodlands, and consequently to the livelihoods 

depending on them. 

15. FAO captured evidence on the many benefits of these woodlands and threats to the eco-region 

in a report10 published earlier this year. In the report, recommendations were made to member 

countries with the support of the Organization, to encourage multipurpose and participatory 

transboundary sustainable forest management in the region and to address knowledge gaps. A draft of 

the report was presented in August 2017 in Harare, Zimbabwe at a workshop where  FAO, together 

with country representatives, discussed: i) linkages between Miombo woodlands and livelihood 

strategies of the local communities focusing on wood energy and food and nutrition security; ii) ways 

forward for enhanced regional collaboration between countries in the Miombo ecoregion to achieve 

improved livelihoods through sustainable management and use of the woodlands. The workshop also 

discussed funding opportunities for a sub-regional impact programme such as under the GEF-7 on 

“Sustainable Forest Management in Dryland landscapes” as well as other funding mechanisms such as 

the GCF. FAO has initiated a consultation with a number of Miombo countries and regional and 

international partners for developing a programme on SFM in Miombo drylands which could 

potentially be extended to other dryland forests in the sub-region such as the Mopane Woodlands. 

Such Miombo programme could contribute to boost the development and implementation of the Great 

Green Wall in the SADC region. 

D. Support to the Network for Natural Gums and Resins in Africa (NGARA) 

16. Established in May 2000, NGARA brings together stakeholders in the gums and resins sector, 

including farmers, collectors, traders, governments, non-governmental organizations, exporters and 

importers, with a common desire to improve the production and quality of locally produced gums and 

resins for domestic, regional and global markets. The NGARA mission is to assist African producer 

countries and partners to formulate and implement a coordinated strategy for the sustainable 

development of their natural gum and resin resources to improve rural livelihoods and increase 

resilience to climate change and desertification. Between 2016 and 2017, and at the request of the 

African Union Commission, FAO in collaboration with the African Union Commission, the African 

Forest Forum, the ACP Secretariat, the EU, SOS Sahel and other partners, supported NGARA in 

developing and validating its “Framework of priorities 2017-2030”11 through technical and funding 

support for the organization of technical and validation workshops. 

                                                      

10 http://www.fao.org/3/I8852EN/i8852en.pdf 
11 http://www.fao.org/dryland-forestry/news/news-detail/en/c/1070965/ 
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17. In line with the NGARA framework priorities, two training workshops took place in Senegal 

and Mali respectively in July 2016 and 2017. Their purpose was to strengthen the capacities of 

selected women producers' groups from Gambia, Mali, Senegal and Sudan with the necessary skills 

and knowledge enabling them harvesting sustainably the products while protecting the environment 

and their own livelihoods through enhanced revenue generation and employment opportunities. 

III. COFO WORKING GROUP OF DRYLAND FORESTS AND 

AGROSILVOPASTORAL SYSTEMS 

18. Recognizing the critical importance of Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems in dryland 

regions, including in Africa, the COFO at its 23rd Session (July 2016) agreed to establish a Working 

Group (WG) in accordance with the recommendation of the 22nd Session and to review its continued 

relevance and operational modalities. The WG Terms of Reference are contained in the attached 

annex. This WG provides an opportunity to promote cooperation and lessons learning between the 

experts of Africa and of other dryland regions. Member countries have nominated experts and have 

communicated this to FAO but so far only a few nominations from Africa were received. Resource 

mobilisation efforts are ongoing to organize the first meeting of the working group members in 

Madrid, Spain, 9-11 October 2018. 

IV. POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION  

19. Work on dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems sustainable management and 

restoration should be expanded in the region. It should be built on the current initiatives such as 

Africa’s Great Green Wall and NGARA’s Framework 2017-2030. Its emphasis should be put on 

prioritized actions identified through strategic planning and Partnership, looking at sustainable land 

management across sectors, across the whole value chain and at landscape level. In this regard, the 

forthcoming funding opportunities under GEF-7, the GCF and from countries with emerging 

economies could provide the opportunity to boost regional and country level work on dryland forestry 

and inter-sectoral related issues in Africa. 

20. The Commission may wish to invite countries to: 

 Congratulate member countries, the SADC and the African Union Commission for the 

excellent collaboration and for extending the GGW concept to SADC region and encourage 

them to further develop the Miombo programme as part of Africa’s Great Green Wall in the 

region to be submitted for GEF-7 financing;  

 

 Encourage the active participation of members in NGARA for expediting the implementation 

of its Priorities Framework 2017-2030; 

 

 Encourage members who have not sent yet their nominations of experts for the COFO WG to 

do so, and to contribute technically and financially to the organization of its first meeting. 

 

21. The Commission may wish to recommend FAO to: 

 enhance its support to African member countries for project portfolio development on 

sustainable management and restoration of dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems for 

funding to GCF and GEF-7; 

 

 enhance its support to African member countries and regional institutions for the assessment 

and monitoring of Africa’s drylands; 

 



6  FO:AFWC/2018/11  

 

 

 Undertake, in collaboration with partners and interested countries, a mapping analysis of 

past/current initiatives of sustainable forest management and restoration of dryland forests and 

agrosilvopastoral systems in Africa, assessing, using assessment and monitoring tools and 

approaches such as the DRIP, and showcasing their environmental and socio-economic 

impacts on the ground and lessons learnt for scaling-up. 
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ANNEX  

 Terms of Reference of the Working Group on Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems 

 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

1.  The Working Group on Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems is a subsidiary body 

of the Committee on Forestry, established on the basis of Rule XXXI, paragraph 10, of the General 

Rules of the Organization. 12 

2. The Working Group will operate in accordance with the General Rules of the Organization 

and the Rules of Procedure of the Committee on Forestry ("the Committee"), as applicable. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE WORKING GROUP  

3. The Working Group on Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems shall: 

a) review and report to the Committee on Forestry on the status, trends, issues and developments in 

dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems, and make recommendations to the Committee on these 

matters;  

b) as guided by the Committee, contribute to developing a comprehensive understanding of dryland 

forests and agrosilvopastoral systems and the people who depend on them; 

c) as guided by the Committee, promote scaling –up of the adoption of good practices for the 

protection, sustainable management and restoration of drylands forests and agrosilvopastoral systems, 

enhancing also environmental and socio-economic resilience and sustainable livelihoods;  

d) report to the Committee on any other of  its activities, in accordance with Rule VII (3) of the Rules 

of Procedure of the Committee.  

ACTIVITIES OF THE WORKING GROUP  

4. To achieve its mandate as described above, the Working Group will undertake the following 

activities: 

 assess and follow, in cooperation with relevant partners, the status of dryland forests and 

agrosilvopastoral systems, and facilitate the use of this information for well-informed 

decision-making and policy development to address the challenges faced in these systems;  

 assess current capacities and gaps, and advise on capacity development needs for the  

sustainable management, restoration, assessment and monitoring of dryland forests and 

agrosilvopastoral systems; 

 identify tools and approaches appropriate for dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems 

and support their dissemination and adoption; 

 share knowledge and lessons learnt on sustainable management, restoration and monitoring of 

dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems, and promote their uptake into policy, 

investments and implementation;  

 identify opportunities  for collaboration and scaling-up of sustainable management and 

restoration practices within the Committee, as well as with other FAO Technical Committees 

and with relevant other partners; 

 provide advice in support of implementation in dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems 

of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and decisions adopted within the framework of 

                                                      

12 http://www.fao.org/3/a-mp046e.pdf#page=117 
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other international instruments, processes and initiatives, in particular the United Nations 

Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought 

and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, the Convention on Biological Diversity, and the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change; 

 undertake such other tasks as may be delegated to it by the Committee. 

MEMBERSHIP 

5. Membership in the Working Group is open to all Members of the Committee on Forestry 

whose territories are situated wholly or partly in drylands or that are interested in contributing to the 

objectives of the Working Group. 

6. Each Member of the Committee shall designate its representative from appropriate sectors and 

disciplines.  

OFFICERS 

7. The Working Group shall elect a Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons from among the 

representatives designated in accordance with paragraph 6 above at the end of each session, who shall 

remain in office until the election of the new Chairperson and new Vice-Chairpersons at the next 

session. When electing its officers, the Working Group shall give due consideration to the desirability 

of ensuring equitable rotation of the offices among the regions and to gender balance.  

SESSIONS 

8. The Working Group shall normally hold one session every two years, unless otherwise 

requested by a majority of the Members of the Working Group.  

 


