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I. BACKGROUND  

1. The African Forest Landscape Restoration Initiative (AFR100) is a country-led initiative to 

restore 100 million hectares of deforested and degraded landscapes across Africa by 2030. It connects 

participating African nations with technical and financial support to scale up restoration on the ground 

and capture associated benefits, including fuelwood, food security, climate change resilience, and 

poverty alleviation arising from sustainable use of forest products. It fits well with Food and 

Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO) member countries’ global and regional 

priorities as expressed by FAO’s strategic objectives and regional initiatives.   

2. AFR100 was launched in December 2015, during the Global Landscapes Forum during the 

Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC COP) in Paris. Representatives of participating African countries and a wide range of 

financial and technical partners were in attendance, including the New Partnership for Africa's 

Development (NEPAD), German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(BMZ), World Bank, FAO, World Resource Institute (WRI) and others. Prior to the launch, informal 

consultations with African technical staff working on forest and landscape restoration were held at the 

World Forestry Congress in September 2015 in Durban, South Africa. The African Union endorsed 

the 100 million hectares goal in October 2015. 

3. AFR100 responds to the African Union's mandate to bring 100 million hectares of degraded 

land into restoration by 2030. The initiative contributes to the achievement of national environmental 

and development commitments, the Bonn Challenge, and the Land Degradation Neutrality target-

setting process among other targets. AFR100 contributes to the African Resilient Landscapes Initiative 

(ARLI), complements the African Landscapes Action Plan (ALAP) and the broader Climate Change, 

Biodiversity and Land Degradation (LDBA) program of the African Union. AFR100 is meant to 

accelerate progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris 

Climate Agreement. 
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4. A dynamic network of political, technical, and financial partners facilitates action towards the 

100 million ha restoration target. Twelve technical partners, one of them being FAO, and nine 

financial partners support partner countries to assess restoration opportunities, develop strategies, and 

accelerate implementation on the ground. AFR100 is the largest forest-related pan-African initiative 

ever launched. The African Forestry and Wildlife Commission, being an inter-governmental forum 

that convenes regularly, with a clear mandate to discuss forestry and wildlife issues that are common 

among its members, can play an important role in promoting and supporting AFR100. The initiative is 

expected to continue to generate interest and common issues that would benefit from being shared in 

future sessions of the Commission. 

5. To date 26 African nations have signed up to AFR100 and 21 of them have made preliminary 

commitments (“AFR100 goal” in the table below), amounting to a combined 80.8 million hectares of 

land to be restored.  

 

Country 
AFR100 commitment 

(1 000 ha) 

Current forest area 

(1 000 ha) 

Land area 

(1 000 ha) 

Benin 500 4,311 11,062 

Burundi 2,000 276 2,568 

Cameroon 12,000 18,816 47,271 

Central African 

Republic 
3,500 22,170 62,298 

Chad 1,400 4,875 125,920 

Côte d'Ivoire 5,000 10,401 31,800 

Democratic Republic 

of the Congo  
8,000 152,578 226,705 

Ethiopia 15,000 12,499 109,631 

Ghana 2,000 9,337 22,754 

Guinea 2,000 6,364 24,572 

Kenya 5,100 4,413 56,914 

Liberia 1,000 4,179 9,632 

Madagascar 4,000 12,473 58,154 

Malawi 4,500 3,147 9,428 

Mozambique 1,000 37,940 78,638 

Niger 3,200 1,142 126,670 

Nigeria  6,993 91,077 

Republic of Congo 2,000 22,334 34,150 

Rwanda 2,000 480 2,467 

Senegal  8,273 19,253 

South Africa  3,600 9,241 121,447 

Sudan   19,210 186,665 

Swaziland 500 586 1,720 

Tanzania  46,060 88,580 

Togo  188 5,439 

Uganda 2,500 2,077 19,981 

Total 80,800 419,777 1,573,076 

Sources: FAO FRA2015, AFR100 web site: i.e.  http://afr100.org/content/countriesaccessed 

18/05/2018 

6. At this stage it is very difficult to tell exactly how much the forest cover will increase as a 

result of AFR100, because not all restored area will become forest and restoration of degraded forests 

will not increase the total forest area. Nevertheless, in some countries significant increase of forest 

area is expected. Detailed country analyses could provide further insight into these processes. 

http://afr100.org/content/countries
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7. Restoring forests and tree cover on 100 million hectares in sub-Saharan Africa by 2030 is a 

challenge of continental dimensions. It will require broad multi-sectoral and multilevel engagement 

from governments, including agriculture and environment ministries, forestry agencies, communities, 

civil society, donors, investors and technical assistance providers. Challenges ahead include all levels, 

ranging from purely technical work (i.e. species selection, obtaining/producing appropriate planting 

material, site selection, and regeneration methods) to the enabling environment, policies, user rights, 

co-ordination with others initiatives, and knowledge sharing, among others. FAO has a clear potential 

role in this future AFR100 related country level work, both as enabler, as an implementing agency of 

GEF (and other donor) projects, well as a knowledge broker. 

8. FAO created its Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) to enable the organization to make 

its expertise available to member countries upon request, drawing from its own resources. The TCP 

provides assistance in all areas pertaining to FAO’s mandate and competence covered by its Strategic 

Framework to respond to governments’ priority needs. AFR100 is clearly a government priority as 

demonstrated by the country commitments. Following this, TCP projects can be used as a technical 

vehicle, for instance, for creating a country AFR100 implementation plan. The TCP project model can 

also be used for designing a large-scale full-size project, aimed at being funded by any of the AFR 

nine financial partners or any other funding source (e.g. GCF, GEF, etc.) potentially supporting forest 

and landscape restoration. FAO’s Regional Office for Africa (RAF) has a budget set aside for TCP 

projects that could include support to Forest and Landscape Restoration (FLR) activities. RAF 

processes proposals from countries, and the subsequent approval of TCPs. 

9. FAO is an implementing agency of the Global Environment Facility (GEF), an international 

co-financing mechanism that provides grants to countries to invest in global environmental projects 

addressing the critical nexus between agriculture (in a wide sense) and the environment. Restoration of 

degraded land falls within this mandate. A framework for the next phase, the GEF-7, has been tabled 

containing impact programs. Two of those are of immediate interest for AFR100 related work: i) the 

Food Systems, Land Use and Restoration Impact Program and ii) the Sustainable Forest Management 

Impact Program. Within the first, degraded forests and other lands are explicitly mentioned: “applying 

a range of best practices and focusing on, but not limited to, cost-effective interventions such as 

natural regeneration, assisted natural regeneration, and forest protection to restore ecosystem 

functions”. 

10. As a GEF implementing agency, FAO has recently expanded its set of tools for managing 

GEF projects.  The Operational Partners Implementation Modality (OPIM)1 was established in 

response to an increasing demand from beneficiary countries and resource partners to carry out FAO 

projects in collaboration with national and non-profit actors. FAO works with 66 operational partners, 

including governments, intergovernmental organizations, national and international NGOs, and 

research institutes. Entire GEF funded projects, or components within GEF projects, can be entrusted 

to operational partners for implementation.  

11. Another FAO contribution is the Forest and Landscape Restoration Mechanism (FLRM) 

established in 2014 by FAO with the main aim to help countries meet their ambitious pledges to 

restore degraded lands under the Bonn Challenge and Aichi Biodiversity targets. At country level the 

FLRM is assisting in: 

 Developing the needed enabling conditions to take restoration to scale, including effective 

institutional mechanisms, cross-sectoral and better aligned policies and improved governance 

 Providing the most innovative landscape-wide technical support and capacity development for 

large-scale FLR implementation. 

 Supporting efforts related to monitoring, reporting, assessment and evaluation of FLR, in 

particular at country level.  

                                                      

1 http://www.fao.org/3/a-mq270e.pdf 
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 The FLRM also provides normative support at all levels through knowledge management, 

innovative financing and resource mobilization, FLR monitoring and communications and 

works in close partnership with other institutions that support FLR through global and regional 

initiatives, including AFR100. 

12. FLRM is working in a number of countries in Africa through various funding schemes: in the 

Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Sao Tome and Principe and Kenya with 

the GEF6 global programme “The Restoration Initiative (TRI)”; in Ethiopia, Niger, Rwanda and 

Uganda with other funding mechanisms, among them the Swedish development agency Sida, the 

German International Climate Initiative (IKI), the French Facility for Global Environment (FFEM), 

the World Bank and others. 

II. POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION  

13. The Commission may wish to invite countries to 

 Consider developing AFR100 related proposals for the FAO TCP; 

 

 Assess opportunities for restoring degraded land and establish commitments for restoration 

under AFR100 and related initiatives, if they have not already done so; 

 

 Maintain the practical momentum AFR100 by translating the country visions into concrete 

restoration plans and restoration programmes; 

 

 Support the mobilization of increased levels of public funding for forest and landscape 

restoration and facilitate greater levels of investment and financing from the private sector 

14. The Commission may wish to recommend FAO to: 

 Engage member countries in preparing AFR100 forest restoration plans, containing sections 

on forest restoration opportunities, priorities, and implementation strategies in concert with 

already existing national plans and strategies; 

 

 Support countries in project formulation, mobilizing resources in support of AFR100 forest 

and landscape restoration programmes in line with national priorities; 

 

15. The Commission may wish to request the secretariat to include, as a standing item, the 

discussion of AFR100, in the agenda of the future sessions of the Commission leading up to 2030. 

 


