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I. International commitments and initiatives by Europe and Central Asia countries and 

related opportunities  

 

Various international commitments and initiatives by Europe and Central Asia countries are briefly 

described below. These international commitments and initiatives provide appropriate frameworks and 

prospects for collaboration among Europe and Central Asia countries and beyond and represent 

opportunities to accelerate the transition to sustainable and resilient food systems. These include: 

1. The Paris Climate Agreement in 2015 recognized in its preamble “the fundamental priority of 

safeguarding food security and ending hunger and the particular vulnerabilities of food production systems 

to the adverse effects of climate change.” In December 2017 in Bonn, COP23 reached an agreement on 

agriculture by establishing a process called the Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture.1 At the national 

level, countries are guided by their nationally determined contributions (NDCs), which parties 

submitted ahead of COP21 as intended NDCs. As of the end of November 2017, 174 of 197 parties have 

already submitted their NDCs to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

Secretariat. In the Europe and Central Asia region, 54 countries have ratified the Paris Agreement, 

including the European Union. An FAO analysis found that in Europe and Central Asia, 19 countries plus 

the 28 Members of the Euorpean Union have set mitigation targets for the agricultural sector, and 12 

countries specifically refer to agricultural sectors as a priority in their adaptation targets.2,3 

2. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change COP21 decided to put in place a 

facilitative dialogue among parties, called the Talanoa Dialogue,4 to take stock of the collective efforts of 

parties in relation to progress towards the long-term goal referred to in Article 4, paragraph 1, of the Paris 

Agreement and to inform the preparation of nationally determined contributions pursuant to Article 4, 

paragraph 8, of the Agreement (decision 1/CP.21, paragraph 20). 

3. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change COP 22 decided on the creation of a “Gender 

Action Plan” to bolster the role of women in climate action.5 

4. The United Nations Decade of Action on Nutrition (2016–2025) and the FAO/World Health 

Organization initiative “Sustainable Food Systems for Healthy Diets in ECA”6 represent an appropriate 

framework for countries to act in a coordinated way. Taking a food systems approach in this context 

provides an opportunity to re-orient policies to better integrate nutrition and health objectives and to ensure 

access to healthy diets for all, including the adoption of policies that will positively influence “food 

environments”7 and support nutrition education. The development of local markets and alternative retail 

                                                           
1 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNCCC), 2017: 

http://unfccc.int/files/meetings/bonn_nov_2017/application/pdf/cp23_auv_agri.pdf  
2 FAO, 2016. The Agriculture Sectors in the Intended Nationally Determined Contributions: Analysis, Rome, Italy. 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5687e.pdf  
3 FAO, 2017. UNFCCC Paris agreement: how do countries' INDCs/NDCs commitments relate to transboundary animal diseases 

and what does this mean to climate financing, http://www.fao.org/3/a-mu356e.pdf  
4 UNFCCC, 2018.  http://unfccc.int/focus/talanoa_dialogue/items/10265.php  
5 UNFCCC 2017. https://cop23.com.fj/cop23-presidency-announces-first-gender-action-plan-highlights-role-women-climate-

action/  
6 FAO, 2017. http://www.fao.org/europe/events/detail-events/en/c/1034293/  
7 IPES-Food, 2016.  “Food environments are the “collective physical, economic, policy and sociocultural surroundings, 

opportunities and conditions that influence people’s food and beverage choices and nutritional status.” See International Panel of 

Experts on Sustainable Food Systems (IPES-Food) Policy Lab_2 - Orientation Paper: ‘Food Environments’. 2016 at 

http://www.ipes-food.org/images/Reports/Lab_2_-_Food_Envi_-_Orientation_Paper_FINAL.pdf 

http://unfccc.int/files/meetings/bonn_nov_2017/application/pdf/cp23_auv_agri.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5687e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-mu356e.pdf
http://unfccc.int/focus/talanoa_dialogue/items/10265.php
https://cop23.com.fj/cop23-presidency-announces-first-gender-action-plan-highlights-role-women-climate-action/
https://cop23.com.fj/cop23-presidency-announces-first-gender-action-plan-highlights-role-women-climate-action/
http://www.fao.org/europe/events/detail-events/en/c/1034293/
http://www.ipes-food.org/images/Reports/Lab_2_-_Food_Envi_-_Orientation_Paper_FINAL.pdf
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circuits that will ensure decent incomes for agricultural producers and quality nutrition at affordable prices 

for consumers should also be promoted. 

5. The United Nations General Assembly has adopted the Decade of Family Farming 2019–2028.8 This 

decade aims to serve as a framework to promote better public policies on family farming and offers a 

unique opportunity to contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This provides 

an opportunity for an agroecological transition and for Europe and Central Asia countries to work together 

to foster new and better public policies towards family farming as a means of creating and maintaining 

employment in rural areas, especially for rural youth. This is particularly important in the Caucasus, 

Central Asia, the Balkans, and Eastern Europe. 

6. The ongoing revision of the European Union Common Agricultural Policy9 provides an opportunity to 

take a broader sustainable agriculture and food systems approach and to integrate more environmental, 

nutritional, health, and social dimensions. A large majority of the respondents to the European Union 

consultation on the reform of the common agricultural policy, both agricultural producers (64 percent) and 

non-agricultural producers (92 percent), agreed that agricultural policy should deliver more benefits for 

the environment and climate change.10 

7. The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011–2020 of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and 

the Aichi Biodiversity Targets11 provide the framework to set national targets and to strengthen 

biodiversity conservation efforts in the Europe and Central Asia region. Mainstreaming diversified 

agroecological systems has the potential to significantly contribute to 11 of the 20 Aichi Targets. 

8. The UN Convention to Combat Desertification and its land degradation neutrality target-setting process 

provides a framework for halting and reversing land degradation. 

9. The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–203012 recognizes that the state has the 

primary role in reducing disaster risk but that responsibility should be shared with other stakeholders. As 

the agriculture sector absorbs 23 percent of the total disaster-related damage and losses in developing 

countries,13 it is important to improve the resilience of the sector. 

10. The European Soil Partnership14 and the associated subregional Eurasian Soil Partnership were 

launched in 2013 with the aim of improving regional governance of limited soil resources and promoting 

sustainable soil management. 

11. A number of regional economic or trade-related initiatives have been put in place to foster growth, 

including the One Belt One Road initiative, the Free Trade Agreement of Common Independent States, 

the Eurasian Economic Union, the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreements, and steps towards 

further enlargement of the European Union. These agreements and initiatives are expected to bring about 

more trade and economic integration and might open new opportunities for the countries in the region, but 

they also might be associated with challenges and concerns.15 While trade liberalization traditionally has 

been pursued with the aim of expanding trade volumes and boosting economic growth, the goals now need 

to also support sustainable agriculture and food systems, healthy diets, and the broader implementation of 

                                                           
8 FAO, 2018.  http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1099567/icode/  
9 European Commission, 2017. https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/future-cap_en  
10 European Commission, 2017. The future of food and farming: https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/future-of-

cap/future_of_food_and_farming_communication_en.pdf  
11Convention on Biological Diversity, 2011.  https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/  
12UNISDR, 2018.  https://www.unisdr.org/we/coordinate/sendai-framework  
13 FAO, 2017. The impact of disasters on agriculture: Addressing the information gap http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7279e.pdf 
14FAO, 2013.  http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/regional-partnerships/europe/en/  
15 FAO 2017. Review of Agricultural Trade Policies in post-Soviet countries 2015-2016 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i8083e.pdf  

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1099567/icode/
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/future-cap_en
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/future-of-cap/future_of_food_and_farming_communication_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/future-of-cap/future_of_food_and_farming_communication_en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
https://www.unisdr.org/we/coordinate/sendai-framework
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7279e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/regional-partnerships/europe/en/
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i8083e.pdf
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the SDGs. Besides trade agreements, in recent years the European Union has made a range of unilateral 

commitments to supporting sustainable development and to reconciling trade and development goals.16  

12. The New Urban Agenda is the outcome document agreed upon at the Habitat III conference in Quito, 

Ecuador, in October 2016. It guides the efforts around urbanization and urban development of a wide range 

of actors, nation states, city and regional leaders, international development funders, United Nations 

programmes and civil society, for the next 20 years.17 

   

 

II. Contribution of agroecology to achieving multiple SDGs and Targets 

 

SDG Target Description 

1 1.1 By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, currently measured as 

people living on less than USD 1.25 per day 

  1.2 By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women, and children of all 

ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions  

  1.4 By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, 

have equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic services, ownership 

and control over land and other forms of property, inheritance, natural resources, 

appropriate new technology, and financial services, including microfinance 

  1.5 By 2030, build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and reduce 

their exposure and vulnerability to climate-related extreme events and other 

economic, social, and environmental shocks and disasters 

2 2.1 By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and people 

in vulnerable situations, including infants, to safe, nutritious, and sufficient food all 

year round 

  2.2 By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 2025, the 

internationally agreed-upon targets on stunting and wasting in children younger than 

5 years of age, and address the nutritional needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and 

lactating women, and older persons 

  2.3 By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food 

producers, in particular women, indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists, and 

fishers, including through secure and equal access to land, other productive resources 

and inputs, knowledge, financial services, markets and opportunities for value 

addition, and non-farm employment 

  2.4 By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and implement resilient 

agricultural practices that increase productivity and production; that help maintain 

ecosystems; that strengthen capacity for adaptation to climate change, extreme 

weather, drought, flooding, and other disasters; and that progressively improve land 

and soil quality 

                                                           
16 European Commission, 2017.  Policy Coherence for Development is now referred to in Art. 208(1) of the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union. https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/policies/policy-coherence-development_en  
17United Nations, 2017. New Urban Agenda. http://habitat3.org/wp-content/uploads/NUA-English-With-Index-1.pdf  

 

http://citiscope.org/habitatIII/explainer/2015/06/what-habitat-iii
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/policies/policy-coherence-development_en
http://habitat3.org/wp-content/uploads/NUA-English-With-Index-1.pdf
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  2.5 By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants, and farmed and 

domesticated animals and their related wild species, including through soundly 

managed and diversified seed and plant banks at the national, regional, and 

international levels, and promote access to and fair and equitable sharing of benefits 

arising from the utilization of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge, 

as internationally agreed 

3 3.2 By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns and children younger than 5 years of 

age, with all countries aiming to reduce neonatal mortality to at least as low as  

12 per 1 000 live births and under-5 mortality to at least as low 

as 25 per 1 000 live births 

  3.4 By 2030, reduce by one-third premature mortality from non-communicable diseases 

through prevention and treatment and promote mental health and well-being 

  3.9 By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous 

chemicals and air, water, and soil pollution and contamination 

6 6.3 By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping, and 

minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of 

untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally 

  6.4 By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure 

sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and 

substantially reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity 

  6.5 By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including 

through transboundary cooperation as appropriate 

  6.6 By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, 

wetlands, rivers, aquifers, and lakes 

8 8.1 Sustain per-capita economic growth in accordance with national circumstances and, 

in particular, at least 7-percent gross domestic product growth per annum in the least 

developed countries 

  8.2 Achieve higher levels of economic productivity through diversification, technological 

upgrading, and innovation, including through a focus on high-value-added and 

labour-intensive sectors 

  8.3 Promote development-oriented policies that support productive activities, decent job 

creation, entrepreneurship, creativity, and innovation, and encourage the 

formalization and growth of micro-, small-, and medium-sized enterprises, including 

through access to financial services 

  8.4 Improve progressively, through 2030, global resource efficiency in consumption and 

production and endeavour to decouple economic growth from environmental 

degradation in accordance with the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on 

Sustainable Consumption and Production, with developed countries 

taking the lead 

  8.5 By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all women and 

men, including for young people and persons with disabilities, and equal pay for work 

of equal value 

  8.6 By 2020, substantially reduce the proportion of youth not in employment, education, 

or training 

  8.8 Protect labour rights and promote safe and secure working environments for all 

workers, including migrant workers and in particular woman migrants, and those in 

precarious employment 
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  8.9 By 2030, devise and implement policies to promote sustainable tourism that creates 

jobs and promotes local culture and products 

11 11.4 Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage 

12 12.1 Implement the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and 

Production Patterns, with all countries taking action and developed countries taking 

the lead, taking into account the development and capabilities of developing countries 

  12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources 

  12.3 By 2030, halve per-capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and 

reduce food losses along production and supply chains, including post-harvest losses 

  12.4 By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound management of chemicals and all 

wastes throughout their life cycle, in accordance with agreed-upon international 

frameworks, and significantly reduce their release to air, water, and soil in order to 

minimize their adverse impacts on human health and the environment 

  12.5 By 2030, substantially reduce waste generation through prevention, reduction, 

recycling, and reuse 

  12.7 Promote public procurement practices that are sustainable, in accordance with 

national policies and priorities 

13 13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate related hazards and natural 

disasters in all countries 

  13.2 Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies, and planning 

  13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising, and human and institutional capacity on 

climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction, and early warning 

14 14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular 

from land-based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution 

15 15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and 

inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, 

mountains, and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements 

  15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of 

forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded forests, and substantially increase 

afforestation and reforestation globally 

  15.3 By 2030, combat desertification; restore degraded land and soil, including land 

affected by desertification, drought, and floods; and strive to achieve a land 

degradation-neutral world 

  15.4 By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their 

biodiversity, in order to enhance their capacity to provide benefits that are essential 

for sustainable development 

  15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt 

the loss of biodiversity, and, by 2020, protect and prevent the extinction of threatened 

species 

  15.6 Promote fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of 

genetic resources and promote appropriate access to such resources, as internationally 

agreed 

  15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local planning, 

development processes, poverty reduction strategies, and accounts 
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III. Selected examples of the diversity of agroecology initiatives in the Europe and Central 

Asia region 

 

Below are a few examples of particular aspects of agroecology illustrating the diversity of ongoing initiatives 

in the Europe and Central Asia region. More information can be found in the Report of the Regional 

Symposium on Agroecology for Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems.18 

1. Under Regional Initiative 3, FAO in Kyrgyzstan pays special attention to the development of mountain 

areas through targeted support to the forest sector and to small-scale farmers in adopting integrated 

agroecological approaches to the production of nutrient-rich crops, preserving and expanding forest 

areas.  

 

2. Mögért/Ahof Association for Hungarian Organic Farming (Hungary) works on agroecological weed 

management for organic farmers. Agronomic practices and management decisions can have a significant 

impact on the type and number of weeds on a farm.   

 

3. Farmers’ House of Georgia (Georgia) has tested an innovative device – a mini plant for biohumus 

production from local organic waste (manure of various animals, food waste, paper, etc.) processed by 

earthworms (Eisenia foetida) in three villages of the Kakheti and Kartli regions.  

 

4. Biovision Foundation (Switzerland) collaborates with renowned experts on a project commissioned by 

the Global Alliance for the Future of Food titled “Beacons of Hope” that consists of showcasing common 

pathways of inspiring initiatives around the world that support the transition towards more sustainable 

food systems in a holistic way by addressing all dimensions of sustainability. These initiatives can be 

non-governmental organization (NGO) projects, but also government policies or private sector 

initiatives. 

5. In Finland, Agroecological Symbiosis is a food and energy production system based on cooperation 

among food producers and processors. Bio energy is produced in situ at the farm level, utilizing waste 

biomasses from the (re)localized production and processing.  

 

6. The Republic of Moldova directly refers to agroecology and agroecological zones for up-front 

information on adaptation planning (climate change trends, impacts, and vulnerabilities) in their intended 

nationally determined contributions.  

 

7. In Armenia, the NGO Armenian Women for Health and Healthy Environment has actively promoted 

non-chemical agriculture in different regions of Armenia with extensive awareness-raising campaigns 

and practical demonstrations in the fields covering “Alternatives to Pesticides” and organic fertilization. 

More than 5 000 farmers have been trained, and more than 100 experimental fields and orchards where 

agroecological farming methods and approaches are being practised have been established.  

 

                                                           
18 FAO 2016.  Report of the Regional Symposium on Agroecology for Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems 

for Europe and Central Asia. http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7604e.pdf  

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7604e.pdf


8 
 

8. France enforced a national Agroecology Project in 2012 and translated agroecology in a law in 2014. In 

France, the area under organic agriculture increased by 50 percent between 2012 and 2016.19  

 

9. In Turkey, the Nature Conservation Centre20 develops ecosystem services approaches to enhance the 

adaptive capacity of agricultural production. The projects include on-site implementations of 

agroecological practices, and farmer-to-farmer learning mechanisms and dissemination tools are being 

developed and put into practice through the projects.  

 

10. In Italy, the area under organic farming reached 14 percent in 2017. In addition, bio-districts are designed 

as innovative approaches for sustainable, integrated, and participatory territorial development, including 

the environmental, social, and economic dimensions. Bio-districts are promoting participatory landscape 

design and adopting agroecological system approaches at field level, creating equitable local markets, 

enhancing land access to the young generations, simplifying organic certifications schemes for 

producers, and enhancing environmental awareness and local traditions.  

 

11. In Uzbekistan, the Centre for Support of Farmers and Entrepreneurship initiated an agroecological 

adaptation programme in the arid conditions of the Southern Aral Sea region to deal with climate change 

and water scarcity.  

 

12. The European Declaration on Community Supported Agriculture21 places agroecology in a prominent 

position. Community-supported agriculture connects consumers with food producers, both in the 

production and marketing of products, through community engagement throughout Europe. 

                                                           
19 EUROSTAT, 2018. http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php/File:F1a_Total_organic_area,_2012_and_2016_(1000_ha).png  
20 The Nature Conservation Centre, 2018. http://www.dkm.org.tr/projeler/45/turkey's-butterflies 
21 Urgenci, 2016. http://urgenci.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/European-CSA-Declaration_final-1.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/File:F1a_Total_organic_area,_2012_and_2016_(1000_ha).png
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/File:F1a_Total_organic_area,_2012_and_2016_(1000_ha).png
http://urgenci.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/European-CSA-Declaration_final-1.pdf

