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This Occasional Paper presents the findings of a global review of 

farm management extension services. The review was conducted 

regionally in Latin America, Africa, Asia and the Pacific region as 

well as transitional countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) 

and is composed of country studies and regional syntheses. Some 50 

studies were commissioned regionally. The aim of the review was to 

provide insight into the provision of farm management extension 

services to farmers. The specific intentions were to: (i) assess the 

current status of farm management training and extension 

programmes; (ii) identify constraints and issues; (iii) review the 

performance and impact; and (iv) propose recommendations for the 

improved provision of farm management extension advice. The 

information provided by the commissioned case studies was 

supplemented by the findings of a broader literature review, expert 

consultations and field project experience.

The publication is directed towards three major audiences: (1) 

researchers and students who are interested in analysing research 

on farm management extension with the aim to support 

evidence-based changes in this field; (2) managers of agricultural 

extension services, policy-makers, consultants, development 

partners and financial institutions that are involved in formulating 

policies and designing programmes for farm level development; 

and (3) development professionals from other fields who consider 

the case of agricultural extension services as an example of 

reforming rural services. Programme managers and policy-makers 

can be found within Ministry of Agriculture – Extension 

Departments– as well as in NGOs and among private sector advisory 

service providers. It is hoped that the publication will also be useful 

and relevant to donors. 
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