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Introduction Results
This research asks: L
- What accounts for the use of modern and chemical

Figure 3: Imported
vegetable seeds from
Europe. Burkinabé

practices in dry season vegetable production in Cotton was the driver of national development in Burkina Faso since the 19th century. Colonial administrators relied on smallholder farmers to improve cotton exports, instead of producers almost
southwestemn Burkina Faso? pursuing strategies to increase cotton production via European-run plantations. Thus smallholder farms were the sites of agricultural modernization efforts in French West Africa exclusively use
(Roberts 1996). improved seeds.

We adopt a historical analysis to understand how
cotton-le infl t

production practices among dry season vegetable Cotton has bee‘n grown in WestAfrica since at least the 11th century. Se

producers (see Figure 1).

Burkinabé cotton companies retained a monopoly on the purchase and sale of cotton allowing for inputs and improved seeds to be widely available to smallholder producers greatly
Figure 1: Dry season vegetable producer in his hot pepper field. increasing their use (Dowd-Uribe 2014).

Our

Methods and Research Setting
a) limited seed saving )

The study draws on contextual knowledge since the research team MR 9 )

started working in Burkina Faso in the mid-1990s and in the research " ooy

site in 2007. Specifically we draw from interviews and surveys of 137 ; s ical herbicides, fert often

producers and experts conducted from 2011-2014 in the Upper Comoé strategies (e.g. composting, cover-cropping, crop rotation) (see Figure 4).

Figure 4: Vegetable
I production is
dependent on chemical

on their vege ps. There is limited use of non-chemical pest protection or soil conservation

r . inputs and uses few soil
sub-basin. (see Figure 2) conservation
5) strategies.

This area was chosen for this research due to

Conclutions

An iation for historical patterns in Burkina Faso helps o identify why certain agricultural practices are prevalent (e.g. purchase of improved seeds) and
others are less prevalent (e.g. soil conservation strategies).
ure 2: The historical dimensions of agricultural development can be used to inform attempts to promots ions to rebuild seed
Southwestern Burkina saving strategies and soil techni needed.
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