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Uzbekistan Workshop Draft Summary Report 
Tashkent, 06 April 2006 

 
The workshop was attended by 16 participants from the main plant breeding 
institutions in the country (Andizhan Institute of grain and legume crops on irrigated 
area; Gallaaral branch of the Institute of Grain; Academic R. R. Shreder Uzbekistan 
scientific-research institute of gardening, viticulture and vine-making; Institute of 
Vegetable; Institute of the rice; Institute of genetics and plant experimental biology; 
and the private sector maize). 
 
To provide background information to the participants there were three 
presentations: 
• Assess and Strengthen National Plant Breeding and Biotechnology Capacity 

in Central Asia – Elcio P. Guimaraes 
• National Plant Breeding Survey in Uzbekisthan – Saidmurat Baboyev 
• Agricultural Research Framework in Central Asia – Alex Morgounov 
 
The most relevant comments that can be considered in the design of the strategy to 
strengthen Uzbekisthan’s plant breeding and related biotechnology capacity are 
summarized as: 
Capacity building – The country is producing the necessary numbers of plant 
breeders and biotechnologists to cope with the internal demand.  In addition, the 
scientists have opportunities to locally improve their educational level through MSc 
or PhD degrees training programmes.  The missing components are the short 
courses and the hands-on training for young scientists. 
 
Genetic resources (GR) – There are GR available through the CGIAR centres but 
for the crops the fall outside the Centres’ mandate there is lack of opportunities to 
broaden the variability available to breeders.  Any effort made to facilitate GR 
acquisition and exchange among countries will help strengthening the national 
capacity to use plant GR. 
 
Genebank – The country has a central gene bank, which works more like a 
depository of plant GR than as source of materials for breeding activities.  There is 
still need for new expeditions to collect materials within the country but improving 
linkages between gene bank and breeding programmes will contribute to 
strengthening national capacity to better use plant GR. 
 
Biotechnology – The general feeling was that the country needs more investments 
in this area.  However, with the current laboratory facilities there are still 
opportunities to improve the efficiency of these tools by improving the linkages 
between biotechnologists and plant breeders. 
 
Quality laboratory – Wheat is one of the main crops in the country.  Quality is the 
most important trait in wheat breeding.  Even though, the country does not have a 
single laboratory capable to run all the necessary analysis to determine the quality of 
the varieties.  To strengthen use of wheat GR efforts need to be made to have such 
laboratory in the country. 
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Royalties – There is no breeders’ right functioning in the country.  However, cotton 
has a system where farmers pay a fee to use improved varieties.  The financial 
resources coming from these royalties fully support breeding activities.  Based on the 
cotton experience policy-makers have the opportunity to study, discuss and put in 
place a similar mechanism for other crops.  The development of policies regarding 
royalties will strongly contribute to strengthen national capacity to use plant GR. 
 


