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Objectives/Expected results: 

 

Overall objective:  

To establish cassava stalks nursery of improved varieties in Mocuba Zambézia contributing to the 
sustainable supply of vegetable material and alleviation of food shortages in the province. 

 

Expected Results: 
1. Increased availability of disease free, adapted cassava varieties: 

 support Local Government initiatives led by IIAM, DNEA and DPA in on-going cassava cuttings 
dissemination activities through establishment of a cassava stalk nursery  and distribution of 
genetically high yielding varieties resistant to pests and diseases such as mealy bugs, spider 
mites, cassava mosaic disease, brown streak and other viruses involving local farmer 
associations and cooperatives; 

 promote best agronomic practices through capacity building of public and private extension 
staff and farmers on cassava crop management based on CA principles and use of organic and 
green manure, crop rotation and intercropping patterns using appropriate suitable crops such 
as mung beans, cowpeas, pigeon peas, pumpkins and others; 

 Provide practical capacity building activities through farmer field schools, to empower the 
beneficiary farmers with adequate agronomic practices. This will include participatory 
technology development with the establishment of on-farm training and demonstration units, 
organization of field days and field exchange visits; 

 Promote appropriate storage practices through training and demonstration sessions for 
extension services and other stakeholders. 

 
2. Increased capacity building on cassava production and processing for domestic market 
utilization: 

 training extension workers, farmers, processors and marketers;  

 promote adequate agronomic practices for cassava and promote cassava post-harvest 
technologies through training and practical demonstration sessions using existing public and 
private extension networks; 

 support the promotion of small processors in cassava value added concept through capacity 
building and practical demonstrations to avoid transportation of the bulky unprocessed cassava 
roots; 

 promote use of cassava by-products as stock-feed through awareness raising using MINAG 
and farmers organizations. 

 

 

 

 



Major achievements/outcomes (or major activities being planned towards the expected 
results): 

 
The implementation of the activities had the following impacts:  

 A cassava nursery was established. 

 The establishment of the sustainable small-scale cassava stalk nursery of improved varieties in 
Mocuba district of Zambézia Province was very well accepted by the community. 
 

The farmers learnt on how to: 

 Select a good site for a cassava farm, look for an area with dense vegetation cover, good soil 
texture, fertile soils, and flat or gently sloping land; also examine the field history to plan for 
plant protection measures. 

 Improve the soil by manuring, mulching, and intercropping to encourage cassava plants to grow 
vigorously and offset damage by cassava diseases. 

 Select good cassava varieties for planting, look for varieties with high dry matter, good 
mealiness, good ground storability and which are well adapted to your area; the variety should 
also bulk early and be easy to process. 

 Select healthy cassava stem cuttings, choose healthy cassava plants as sources of planting 
materials; use stem cuttings taken from the middle, brown portions of the stem and free of 
stem-borne pests and diseases. 
 

 
Improved disease tolerant cassava varieties were promoted  

 

  Prepare cassava stem cuttings for planting, cut each stem cutting to a length of at least 20–25 
cm; use stem cuttings with about 5–8 nodes; treat stem cuttings slightly infested with stem-
borne pests by immersing them in heated water for 5–10 minutes, dipping them into a dilute 
pesticide solution, or by planting them horizontally. 

 Plant cassava stem cuttings properly consider the type of soil; prepare ridges and mounds in 
areas where soil gets waterlogged; use Conservation Agriculture (CA) technologies as 
minimum tillage in sandy soil; plant cassava stem cuttings vertically in sandy soil; plant cassava 
stem cuttings at an angle in loamy soil; plant cassava stem cuttings 1 meter apart from each 
other in sole cropping; and in cassava intercrops make sure there is enough space for the 
plants. 

 Conservation Agriculture technologies through mulching and minimum soil disturbance proved 
effective for weed control that in-turn reduced incidences of pests and disease including 
reducing competition for soil nutrients and water. IPPM was successfully incorporated as a 
sustainable production technique by the producers. 

 

 



Recommendations: 

Cassava is a staple food mainly in the central and northern parts of the country, there is need to 
increase the level assistance to the development of the cassava value chain. Further funding is 
required to fortify the expansion of use of improved varieties and adaption of the imparted 
technologies including promotion of small-scale processing for value addition and preservation. 

 Maximum efforts must be put on the sensitisation and the following up of the intensification 
of cassava using the improved varieties. 

 There will be need for improved record keeping by producers and extension workers at the 
nursery and farmer fields in-order to consolidate information useful for improved cassava 
production in the beneficiary districts and country as a whole.  

 To improve more focused participation of beneficiaries in the running of the cassava 
nursery, it will be important to elaborate constitutions for the associations as well as rules 
and regulations. 

 Creation of a community fund in the form of a revolving fund by the beneficiaries at the 
cassava nursery to guarantee funds for continued production of high quality cuttings to 
beneficiaries. It may be necessary for further capacity building of beneficiaries in 
management of community funds.  

 With the increased production of cassava, farmers need more capacity building on cassava 
processing and conservation techniques for value addition and to avoid losses of excess 
produce. 

 Promoting crop cycle management like staggering planting dates and more persistence in 
crop diversification including intercropping will also avoid oversupply of produce and offer 
better market prices for the produce while at the same time ensure balanced diets 
especially when intercropping with legumes given the low levels of protein in cassava as 
compared to other starch crops.  

 Increase monitoring of pests and diseases through IPPM will improve production. 
 The use of demonstration plots through extension officers will be useful as a means of 

practical leaning through Farmer Field Schools and improving the means of transport for 
the extension workers through motorbikes will fortify their extension network.  

 Continue extension support from DPA and SDAE (provincial and district agricultural 
directorates) in promotion of Conservation Agriculture, necessary given the relatively sandy 
nature of the soils.  

 

DATE: 20 June 2011 

 

 

 
Part of the established Cassava nursery 

 

Participatory selection of the cassava variety favoured the Mulaleia variety with multiple pest and 
disease resistance, high and stable root yields and acceptable quality characteristics that meet 
communities requirements for food (fermented flour, fresh tubers etc). 

 
 



 
 

Cassava tubers are a source of household carbohydrate supply but also a source of income that 
contributes to household food security. Excess cassava from beneficiary households is sold at the 
local markets and the income used for purchase of other household basics.  

  

Through the nursery establishment and promotion of good practices it is envisaged that cassava 
production will increase in Mocuba and the surrounding communities. 

 


