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Co-chairs summary 

 

The First Working Meeting of GACSA was held during 17-18 December 2014 at FAO HQ. A 

total of 120 individuals attended the meeting representing 34 GACSA member organizations 

(including 11 national government members) and 25 Observer entities. Participants 

nominated and endorsed Inge Herman Rydland (Norwegian Government) and Martin Bwalya 

(NEPAD Agency) as the Co-Chairs of the Strategic Committee of GACSA for the Inception 

Year (commencing 1 January 2015). The main outcomes of the meeting including 

recommendations on governance and the operational processes for the Annual Forum (AF), 

the SC and the Facilitation Union (FU) are summarized below. 
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Annual Forum (AF) 
 

 Open to all members and observers are welcome. 

 Endorses overall strategy, vision, budget and programme of work. 

 Decisions of AF to be made by consensus. 

 Serves as a Global knowledge sharing and learning platform on CSA and CSA related 

issues. 

 Serve as a platform to share information on progress from members and Action 

Groups and discuss areas of future prioritization. 

 Welcomes commitments, actions and initiatives of members. 

Strategic Committee 
 

 Any member of GACSA may volunteer to become a SC member for the inception 

year, and is eligible to be elected as Co-Chairs. Co-Chairs should ideally represent 

different stakeholder groups and geographical regions. 

 Agenda for, and minutes of, SC meetings will be made available on the GACSA 

website. 

 During the inception year (2015) SC is open to any interested GACSA members (this 

policy may be revised following a review at the end of the inception year).  Members 

will be invited by the FU to express their commitment to serve as a SC member for the 

inception year. 

 SC meetings are open to observers.  

 Observers will not take part in SC decision making. 

 During the inception year, decisions of the SC will be made by consensus. 

 Martin Bwalya, AU/NEPAD and Inge Herman Rydland, MFA/Norway were elected 

by unanimous consensus at the 1
st
 Working Meeting as Co-Chairs for the 2015 

inception year. 

 

 

 

Facilitation Unit 
 

 The Facilitation Unit (FU) was launched on the 18 December 2014, the FU facilitates 

GACSA’s day-to-day functioning (succeeding the Interim Secretariat).  

 The meeting expresses gratitude to the many players and institutions, in particular to 

the Netherlands, FAO and the Interim Secretariat  for their commitment and 

contributions to the formation of GACSA. 

 FAO seconded staff will cover functions in the FU, until FU staff are appointed. The 

Assistant Director General of the Agriculture and Consumer Protection Department 

will serve as Officer-in-Charge of the FU until Head of FU is in place expected in 1
st
 

quarter of 2015). 
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 Vacancy announcement for the Head of the FU is posted on the FAO website. The 

application closing date is 30
th

 January 2015: Reference: 

www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/VA/pdf/DDN-102-14-PRJ.pdf; 

 A Communication Strategy will be developed for review and approval by the SC. 

 A draft calendar of proposed GACSA events during 2015  will be formulated and 

circulated by the end of January 2015. 

 A new GACSA website will be developed to be hosted and managed independently of 

FAO; the FU will solicit input from Members on its design and content.   

 All GACSA communications should be directed to: acsa-facilitation-unit@fao.org   

Action Groups 
 

 Support the work of GACSA members in their efforts to contribute to the agreed 

vision and goals. 

 Report regularly to the SC and take actions as requested by the SC. 

 Act as the focal point to the Alliance on their respective thematic areas. 

 Each AG will be led by facilitators, appointed by the SC. 

 AGs will be open to participation by all members and observers. 

 AG activities for 2015 to be defined in the GACSA programme of work. Each AG 

develops individual work plans under the guidance of the SC. 

 FU will formulate and through the Co-Chairs submit to the SC a short “scoping 

document” summarizing progress and proposed way forward for each AG. 

Key elements of Programme of Work 

Day-to-day functions (coordinated by the Facilitation Unit – FU) 
 

 Dialogue, knowledge sharing, networking and consensus building. 

 A GACSA communications strategy programme is developed and regularly 

updated. 

 Continual review and updating of GACSA meetings and events with GACSA 

interests marked out and participation facilitated  

 On-going effort to broaden Membership. 

 Partnerships are promoted and strengthened. 

 Programme of Work is kept brief, flexible and updated as relevant. It is 

structured according to actions to be undertaken by members (incl. reporting), 

SC, FU, and AGs 

 Dates for AF, SC and AG meeting(s) are identified and communicated. 

 

 

Action on the Ground (members’ activities)  

 

 Members will inform other GACSA Members of action taken and impacts 

achieved.  

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/VA/pdf/DDN-102-14-PRJ.pdf
mailto:acsa-facilitation-unit@fao.org
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 New partnerships and participation are advocated. 

 The CSA web-based learning platform is functioning and facilitating sharing 

of information and experiences including an inventory of CSA approaches, 

CSA experiences and case studies, etc. 

 Foster linkages to relevant international events, processes and initiatives.  

Key documents 
 

 The following documents will be made available for review and on the GACSA 

website and shared by e-mail by 31
st
 January 2015: 

o Summary Report of the 1
st
 Working Meeting of GACSA (with a 2-week review 

period for participants). 

o Revised GACSA governance document.  

o Revised ToRs for the FU. 

o Revised 2015 Programme of Work for the FU. 

o Template for submission of prioritized actions. 

o Scoping documents summarizing progress and proposed way forward per AG 

o Organogram of the GACSA. 

o Calendar and Roadmap of GACSA events scheduled for 2015. 

 

 All communications on GACSA issues should be directed to: acsa-facilitation-

unit@fao.org 

Next steps 
 

 Co-Chairs summary sent out by Tuesday 23 December 2014. 

 Full report sent during January 2015. 

 SC conference call, last week of January or first week of February (draft agenda to be 

circulated in advance). 

 Detailed next steps with the final meeting documentation circulated at SC meeting. 

 The recommendations in this report will be considered endorsed after the two week 

review period after the report is circulated to meeting participants, GACSA members 

and observers. 

mailto:acsa-facilitation-unit@fao.org
mailto:acsa-facilitation-unit@fao.org
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 DAY  1  

Opening session - Welcome 
 

Welcome remarks by Ms. Maria-Helena Semedo, Deputy Director-General, 

and Coordinator for Natural Resources, FAO 
Ms. Semedo welcomed all participants, noting that representatives of many of its 70 members 

were able to attend. She emphasised the meeting’s purpose of finding and defining the 

objectives for the Alliance’s year of inception, paving the way towards its 2030 goal of aiding 

500 million farmers to improve their resilience through CSA. To this end, she highlighted the 

need to build partnerships and the role of strong communication, especially with a view to 

addressing concerns about CSA. Further to this, inclusiveness, credibility, transparency and 

the wish for open dialogue were strongly emphasised. To put such inclusiveness into practice, 

the meeting was webcast and open to observer participation. 

Nomination of Co-Chairs for First Working Meeting 
Ms. Semedo opened the floor to nominations for Co-Chairs to moderate the meeting. Nigeria 

nominated Mr. Martin Bwalya from the NEPAD Agency, which was supported by Niger. The 

United States of America then nominated Mr. Inge Herman Rydland from Norway; 

Switzerland then supported both nominations. The nominations were carried by all attending. 

Introduction Programme and Rules of Procedure 
The Co-Chairs introduced the daily programme and noted that all materials will be posted 

online to further encourage information-sharing and the inclusion of those not present. Active 

participation in the discussions by all meeting participants, whether full Alliance members or 

observers, was warmly encouraged. 

Session I: Inception Year - Way Forward 

Presentation of the proposed structure and composition for Governance of the 

Global Alliance for CSA 
Representing the Alliance’s Interim Secretariat, Mr. Fred Snijders introduced a proposed 

structure for the governance of the Alliance to be discussed and improved by participants, 

comprising: 

1. An Annual Forum 

2. A Strategic Committee (proposed to be composed of 12 members, representing the 

Alliance’s different stakeholder groups) 

3. A Facilitation Unit 

4. Three Action Groups (on Enabling Environment, Investment and Knowledge) 
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The full proposal can be reviewed in the document entitled ‘ZERO DRAFT ACSA-

Governance and structure’, circulated before the meeting. It was emphasized that this 

proposal constituted a starting-point for participant discussion and improvement in a 

dedicated breakout session later in the day. 

Feedback from the floor  

Initial feedback from participants focused particularly on the following areas: 

- Clarifying how the Strategic Committee (hereafter SC) would make decisions (Spain, 

New Zealand, Mexico). There was some discussion whether a consensus approach 

would be suitable or not. 

- Several members felt limiting the number of members of the SC to 12 would be too 

restrictive, while agreeing it should still remain ‘agile’ (Spain, Niger, Philippines). 

Some participants suggesting that in the inception year the SC could be open to all 

interested members in the SC (USA, France, UK, Mexico, the World Bank). Germany 

inquired whether the SC’s Co-Chairs would constitute two of the proposed 12 

members. 

- Matters of transparency, openness and encouraging increased participation were 

consistently emphasized (Spain, Niger, the Philippines, USA, Nigeria, France, UK, 

Mexico, the Defence Fund, ONE Campaign, Global Forum for Agriculture, and New 

Zealand). 

- Clearly defining what constitutes CSA (and what does not), especially with a view to 

addressing criticism, was another key priority of many participants (France felt 

scientific and research institutions could help with this, supported by the EU). 

- Participants felt that the Alliance’s Annual Forum should guide the Alliance’s work 

and decide on its budget (as such decisions affect all contributing members) (France, 

UK, Germany, Global Forum for Agriculture). 

- It was widely felt that the Alliance should be seen as platform to bring stakeholders 

together, and that it remain light and informal (UK, Tanzania, Ireland, the ONE 

Campaign). Participants noted that there was a need to recruit Alliance members from 

the global south, NGOs and developmental orientated groups (the Nature 

Conservancy, and the World Bank). 

Mr. Snijders noted that efforts had been made to create a light structure while ensuring 

transparency and efficiency. Further discussions on committee structure; the role of the 

Alliance as a platform (rather than a heavily institutionalized body); clarity on budgetary 

matters; and the definition of CSA would be discussed in more detail in the dedicated 

breakout group session. 
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Session II: Inception Year - Way Forward 

Presentation of the Program of Work of the Global Alliance of CSA/Key 

deliverables for the inception year  
Mr. Bwalya presented a proposed programme of work for the first working year of the 

Alliance (Sept 2014-Nov 2015) and outlined its ongoing work streams. He reminded 

participants that the concrete actions taken this year should carry the Alliance to the 

achievement of its goal of enhancing the resilience of 500 million women and men working 

within the agriculture sector by 2030. In order to complete the full establishment of the 

Alliance, activities and outcomes for this first year would include determining the Alliance’s 

governance process (as discussed earlier in the proceedings) as well as the delivery of 

commitments made by members. 

The full proposal can be reviewed in the document entitled ‘ZERO DRAFT ACSA-Program 

of Work’, circulated prior to the meeting. Once again, it was emphasized that this proposal 

constituted a starting-point for participant discussion and would be improvement in its 

respective breakout group and subsequent discussions. 

Feedback from the floor 
Feedback from participants focused particularly on the following areas: 

- The importance of regional and country ownership of the Programme of Work (Yara 

International, USA and Mexico, who is planning a regional workshop on CSA 

technologies in Querétaro in summer 2015). 

- More specificity on short-term outputs and targets. In order to enhance the resilience 

of 500 million farmers by 2030 a clear vision and specific objectives, as well as more 

immediate activities, are required (The Nature Conservancy). 

- The importance of the work of the Action Groups on Investment and Enabling 

Environment in implementing the knowledge available on the ground (The Global 

Donor Platform for Rural Development). 

- Knowledge sharing for broader membership (The Philippines, The World Bank, 

Mexico). 

- The issue of defining what constitutes and what does not constitute CSA was 

reiterated in order to address criticism (The Alliance of Religions and Conservation).  

- The need to demonstrate the added value provided by the Alliance (New Zealand, 

Spain). 

- The need for a dedicated website to provide a digital identify for the Alliance as well 

as a platform for sharing knowledge (USA, New Zealand). 

- The need to stabilize the governance structures of the Alliance, to clearly define the 

functions of the three Action Groups as well as providing a ToR for the Facilitation 

Unit (USA and France). It was also proposed to redefine the work plan to run from 1 

Jan 2015 – 31 Dec 2015 (rather than Sep 2014 – Sep 2015). 

- Providing the opportunity for multiple working languages to ensure full inclusion of 

all potential members (France, UK).  
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- The need for integration and cooperation with the work of practitioners who 

participated in the Agroecology Symposium held at FAO HQ in September 2014 (The 

Asia Farmers’ Association for Sustainable Development - AFA). 

Mr. Ren Wang, ADG AG and FAO Focal Point for CSA, responded to some of the matters 

raised. He reminded the audience of the March 2014 paper on CSA published in Nature, 

which addresses the definition of CSA to a great extent:  

www.nature.com/nclimate/journal/v4/n12/full/nclimate2437.html. In addition there is CSA Q 

and A which has been recently been developed see: www.fao.org/3/a-i4064e.pdf as well as 

the more comprehensive CSA Sourcebook: www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3325e/i3325e.pdf  

 

While Mr. Wang welcomed the idea of multiple working languages, he drew attention to the 

fact that there was a cost attached, and that dedicated funds would need to be identified. He 

supported the revised timeframe for the inception year by the US (endorsed by France), 

namely that the working year should be 1 Jan 2015 – 31 Dec 2015. Mr Wang concluded that 

short-term and mid-term activities would be undertaken by all Alliance members, not only its 

Facilitation Unit and invited participants to take this into consideration during the dedicated 

breakout session.  

Breakout Group I: Programme of Work 
This breakout group discussion was facilitated by David Howlett (DFID) and Sonja 

Vermeulen (CGIAR/CCAFS). The Co-Chairs noted that, based on feedback received during 

the plenary discussion, the topics of communication and the value added provided by the 

Alliance were likely to arise as priorities. Participants were invited to intervene with their top 

five priority actions and considerations to be reflected in the Programme of Work for the 

Alliance’s inception year.  

In order, interventions were provided by Rebecca Shaw (The Environmental Defense Fund), 

Kari Partapuoli (The Development Fund of Norway), Richard Choularton (WFP), Christian 

Mersmann (Global Donor Platform for Rural Development), Jimmy Adegoke, (Federal 

Ministry of Agriculture & Rural Development, Nigeria), Kate Russell (the ONE Campaign), 

Marc Sadler (the World Bank), William Hohenstein (US Department of Agriculture), Harry 

Palmier (GFAR), Patrick Caron (CIRAD), David Cleary (The Nature Conservancy), Luis 

Martinez (Mexico), Mark Beaumont (Global Forum for Innovations in Agriculture), Edna 

Kalima (NEPAD), Sean De Cleene (Yara International), Christina Seeberg-Elverfeldt (BMZ), 

Ron Seligman (Haifa Chemicals Ltd.), Herman Savenije (Troopenbos International), Susan 

Weldon (Alliance of Religion and Conservation), Oluyede Clifford Ajayi (CTA). 

Based on these detailed and complementary interventions, the Co-Chairs summarized six 

recurring areas of interest: 

- Broadening membership (in particular to include Farmer’s Organizations, CSOs and 

NGOs); 

- Mutual accountability (stocktaking, measuring pledges, deliverables, impacts); 

http://www.nature.com/nclimate/journal/v4/n12/full/nclimate2437.html
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4064e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3325e/i3325e.pdf
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- A platform for learning (to exchange experiences such as Nigeria’s national CSA 

planning process); 

- Research, experimentation and innovation (co-created with the people who use that 

knowledge, i.e. farmers); 

- Communications (what has and hasn’t worked – success stories and guidance); 

- Leveraging/linking with other major processes (UNFCCC, SDGs, local processes, 

etc.).  

Note: it was observed by some participants in plenary that maybe another mayor bullet could 

have been country/regional/international actions and role of the action groups. 

Participants split into three further breakout groups, each of which dealt with two of these key 

areas. Individual groups were invited to specify the actions and results they wished to see in 

the first year of the Alliance’s existence, as well as encouraged to suggest actors who could be 

responsible for delivery and who might be interested in contributing to these activities. 

Rapporteurs were identified per group, who provided the summaries of their discussions, as 

detailed below. 

Group 1: Broadening membership & Mutual accountability 
Rapporteur: Mark Beaumont (GFIA) 

 

BROADENING MEMBERSHIP 

2015 targets: 

- Existing members should reach out to new potential members and partners. Setting 

target for new membership to be achieved in 2015 could be considered. 

- A concerted effort to include currently underrepresented stakeholders (in particular 

farmer, NGO and Private Sector participation) should be made. To do so, funding 

opportunities for resource-poor members should be considered. 

- Terms of Reference for Alliance membership should be produced. These should 

address what it means to be a member, including legal or financial implications (if 

any) as well as detailing the advantages of membership. 

 

MUTUAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

- Accountability was felt to be too strong a word for members, though the Alliance’s 

communication strategy should address concerns such as greenwashing, the diversion 

of funds from smallholders and so forth. Setting up a communication channel with 

civil society should also be considered. 

Group 2: A platform for learning & Research, experimentation and innovation 

Rapporteur: Jimmy Adegoke (Nigeria) 

 

Both topics proposed by the Co-Chairs were felt to be linked, so they were addressed as one: 

A PLATFORM FOR LEARNING, EXPERIMENTATION AND INNOVATION 

2015 Targets: 
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- Designing the architecture of a ‘platform of platforms’ to facilitate linkages between 

existing platforms and to facilitate the creation of new knowledge/platforms. This 

platform should address: 

o Policy frameworks for CSA; 

o Thematic issues at the landscape level (providing tools and best practices); 

o Ways of working together (identifying and showcasing lessons learnt from 

effective multi-stakeholder engagement). 

- Defining joint research priorities for CSA and identifying the partnerships that make 

these priorities possible. 

o Taking advantage of the Global Science Conference on CSA in Montpellier to 

help identify these priorities. 

Group 3: Communications & Leveraging/linking with other major processes 
Rapporteur: Sonja Vermeulen (CGIAR/CCAFS) 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

2015 targets: By the end of Year 1, the Alliance should have: 

- A clear communications strategy; 

- A regularly updated website; 

- A calendar of all the ongoing CSA-relevant events (international meetings as well as 

more regional and local ones) complemented by an outreach strategy; 

- A short ‘elevator pitch’ stating the functions and added value of the Alliance.  

 

There are two key kinds of audiences it needs to address:  

- Alliance members and partners  

o This audience is interested in a toolbox of options and implementation 

guidance, which can be achieved through farmer dialogue and/or learning 

events. 

- Externals (including sceptics) 

o Outcome focus (not a practice focus); 

o Differentiated approaches for different countries and context; 

o Address concerns about CSA. 

 

LEVERAGING/LINKING WITH OTHER MAJOR PROCESSES 

2015 targets: 

- Leverage Montpellier and GFIA meetings to promote the Alliance and its work. 

- By COP 21 in Paris, the Alliance should be able to demonstrate successes. This should 

be done from the perspective of agriculture with climate concerns (not the other way 

around, retaining Alliance independence from the UNFCCC process). 

- Support the creation of new regional alliances, for example forming a new North 

American CSA Alliance. 

 

All rapporteurs reported that their breakout group felt the responsibility for coordination and 

delivery of these activities and outputs for 2015 should rest with the Facilitation Unit.  
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The Co-Chairs of the breakout group concluded the session by drawing attention to the fact 

that the actions and considerations raised would be integrated into the draft work programme, 

and that there would be further opportunities for participants to provide inputs to the work 

programme at a later stage. 

Breakout group II – Governance and structure of GACSA 
The discussion was co-chaired by Christopher Hegadorn (USA) and Ana Fornells de Frutos 

(Spain). The two main issues discussed were the role of the Annual Forum (AF) and the role 

and composition of the Strategic Committee (SC). Further, the draft Terms of Reference 

(ToR) of the Facilitation Unit (FU) were discussed. 

In order, interventions were provided by Switzerland, USA, The Nature Conservancy, 

Allahoury Amadou Niger, GFAR, the UK, Nigeria, The Philippines, Norway, Ireland, FAO, 

France, AFA, New Zealand, NEPAD, Mexico, the World Farmers Organization, the National 

Institute of Agricultural Economics (Italy), FAO, and Argentina. 

Annual Forum - Main points of discussion: 
- Organizational structure: The open and transparent approach of GACSA was 

welcomed by all participants. For further elaboration of the structure it was suggested 

to consider experiences from the Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock and the 

Scaling Up Nutrition Initiative. 

- Visibility of GACSA: There was consensus that AF should increase the visibility and 

awareness of GACSA and serve to achieve political buy-in, possibly supported by a 

dedicated high-level segment to attract high-level participation. The AF should clearly 

show the value added from joining GACSA (in particular for CSOs). However, it was 

noted that recruitment of new members is not only in the responsibility of FU but of 

all members and a continuous process. 

- AF/SC’s role in decision making (in particular on the Program of Work and 

Budget PWB): Very different notions on this issue were observed. On the one hand, 

AF was considered to be too big and slow to take decisions; on the other hand, the 

point was made that many stakeholders would not want to commit work or funding to 

a process in which they have no say and which does not seem transparent. However, it 

was felt that the SC should prepare the PWB documents, guided by AF and potentially 

for approval of AF. SC could also monitor process and guidance between AF sessions. 

- Exchange platform for knowledge and experiences: A major role of the AF will be 

to provide a platform for sharing experiences and progress on CSA. Several 

interventions highlighted that AF should leave space for sharing concrete, on-the-

ground experiences and success stories in order to attract new members. 

- Accountability / Monitoring & Evaluation (M&E): The need for some kind of 

M&E framework or mechanism was raised in order to measure and show progress in 

both a qualitative and quantitative manner. A majority agreed that this was necessary 

but felt it should be a very light mechanism to avoid major reporting burden, which 
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might also scare off new members. Reporting by GACSA members on a voluntary 

basis on their experiences and progress was proposed as an alternative approach 

(“sharing” rather than “reporting”). To enhance accountability, a clear structure of 

regional/national objectives aligned with the global objectives should be set up, 

associated with clear roles for (potential) members on how they can contribute. 

- Timing of AF 2015: The point was made that the timing of AF 2015 organized by 

France in parallel to COP 21 may not be appropriate due to the possibly decreased 

level of attention. FAO will determine other suitable dates and venues. 

Strategic Committee - Main points of discussion: 
- Size of SC: Opposing views were expressed on size; on the one hand the preference 

for a small, flexible group able to make fast decisions – while a majority agrees to 

increase the proposed number of 12 SC members to around 20; on the other hand, the 

preference for an open approach, inviting all interested members to be represented in 

SC – at least during the inception year – and reduce to the committed and active core 

members over time. Due to lack of time to reach a final decision during this meeting, 

it was proposed to nominate only the 2 Co-Chairs of the SC and entrust them to 

establish procedures and form the SC supported by the GACSA Facilitation Unite. 

The interest for participation in SC could be explored in the plenary. 

- Composition of SC: Concerns were raised about the actual representativeness of a 

small (12-20 member) SC, for instance with regard to countries and CSOs where only 

two representatives from each stakeholder group should represent the interests of the 

wide range of countries and CSOs, respectively. This problem could potentially be 

addressed through the “open approach” to the formation of the SC (see above). Also, 

the division in stakeholder groups was questioned and different approaches proposed 

for consideration, e.g. by regions or driven by participation in the action groups. 

- Status of SC: The participants agreed that the SC to be established for the inception 

year should be considered an interim SC and the procedures for its formation and its 

roles be revisited at the end of 2015. 

- Procedures of SC: Procedures for the selection of representatives by stakeholder 

groups need to be established. Time shift replacement of SC Co-Chairs was proposed, 

to guarantee continuity of the SC’s work. 

- Functions of SC: A clearer definition of functions was requested, in particular for the 

“review” functions. 

Facilitation Unit - Main points of discussion: 
- Main tasks for inception year: Participants agreed that the main tasks are the 

development of a communication strategy and building partnerships. 

- M&E: This should not be the role of FU, however the FU should facilitate M&E 

through the compilation of relevant information. 
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Session III: Next Steps, Initiatives and Actions in Support of the Global 

Alliance for CSA 
A summary of the outcome of their discussions was provided in plenary by the Co-Chairs of 

each breakout group. Mr. Bwalya and Mr. Rydland noted that these outcomes would be used 

and further elaborated during the second day of the meeting. 

 

A brief feedback session from the floor emphasized that the issue of how to generate new 

partnerships for the Alliance was still unclear; that issues around budgetary and general 

decision-making still required clarification and that the Alliance’s delivery structure (both 

through its own Action Groups as well as in partnership with regional bodies) still needed to 

be elaborated. 

Presentation from the three Action Groups, Update and Plan of Action 
The work of each Action Group was presented by a representative of one of the group’s 

convening organisations. 

Action Group on Knowledge: Mr. Reuben Sessa (FAO) 

Mr. Sessa defined the group’s main objective as identifying and addressing key knowledge 

gaps in upscaling CSA. Actions undertaken in 2014 included two online consultations, which 

identified seven overarching Knowledge Products as well as over 800 interested CSA 

practitioners as potential contributors.  

 

The knowledge products identified for formulation are: 

- CSA Practice Briefs;  

- A Compilation of Case Studies; 

- CSA Extension Products;  

- A County Implementation Manual;  

- Metrics for CSA;  

- A Private Sector Manual;  

- Guidelines on Inclusive Knowledge Systems for CSA. 

 

The Knowledge Action Group has had a presence at international events throughout 2014, 

and will continue to do so in 2015 (including at the Global Forum for Innovation Abu Dhabi, 

the Global Science Forum in Montpellier). It is assessing the need organize a product 

development workshop at FAO in 2015. 

Action Group on Enabling Environment: Mark Holderness (GFAR) 

Mr. Holderness noted that findings of a study undertaken in South Africa showed that the 

benefits of CSA are recognized not only by experts but also by farmers. However, remaining 

barriers to putting CSA into practice include lack of resources, coordination, weak 

stakeholder participation, lack of engagement with women farmers, and top-down 

management structures. 
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Solutions proposed by the Action Group on Enabling Environment included, but were not 

limited to: 

- Emphasizing a bottom-up approach; 

- Better assessment and communication of possible benefits; 

- The empowerment of smallholder farmers. 

 

Mr Holderness concluded by reiterating that, as a global forum, the Alliance should be open 

to addressing questions and concerns from civil society. 

 

Action Group on Investment: Marc Sadler (World Bank) 

Mr. Sadler contextualised the formation of the Action Group on Investment by reminding 

participants that this Action Group had the smallest membership base. It faces the key 

challenge of trying to bring different stakeholders together, i.e. commercial banks in different 

countries with a view to financing smallholder farmers. (For instance, the World Bank itself 

trained six African banks to provide investment opportunities for smallholder farmers.) 

 

As a next step in 2015, Mr. Sadler noted it would be important to engage further partners in 

the important work of this group. 

 

Feedback from the floor 
Brief feedback from the floor focused on the reporting line and functions of the Action 

Groups under and operational alliance. The IFDC emphasized that the burden of action should 

not be placed on farmers alone. The USA and France noted that it would be helpful to revisit 

the context of all three Action Groups and plot their envisioned activities within the overall 

work programme of the Alliance. The Co-Chairs agreed that during the second day of the 

meeting a more in-depth discussion on the membership, mandate and responsibilities of the 

three Action Groups could be held. 

 

Closing of Day 1 
Mr. Rydland proposed a slight restructuring of the second day’s program to facilitate the 

discussion of issues raised by participants. A revised program would be communicated in the 

morning. Participants adjourned for a reception sponsored by the Government of Italy. 
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 DAY 2  

Session IV: Presentation of the proposed Terms of Reference and 

functioning of the Facilitation Unit 
Mr. Ren Wang opened the day’s proceedings with thanks to the Government of the 

Netherlands for hosting the Interim Secretariat to date. The Facilitation Unit (FU) would now 

take over this supporting role. He outlined its basic functions:  

1) Building partnerships, facilitating membership and initiatives; 

2) Knowledge management; 

3) Communication; 

4) Resource mobilization and financial management;  

5) Monitoring and reporting; 

6) Organizing meetings. 

Mr. Wang emphasized that while the FU is hosted by FAO under the Office of the Deputy-

Director General for Natural Resource Coordination (DDN) and shares FAO’s administrative 

arrangements, it remains an independent body. Its funding would be provided through a 

multi-donor trust fund (MDTF), as well as in-kind contributions. A P5 Senior Technical 

Officer was being recruited as Head of the FU, to be supported by two additional secretarial 

staff (G3 and G4). Additional supporting staff would be provided by secondments from 

Alliance members. 

Mr. Wang thanked Norway, Switzerland and the USA for contributing to the FU’s MDTF, 

and warmly encouraged additional members to consider contributing as well. He invited 

meeting participants to discuss whether the FU’s budget should be endorsed by the Strategic 

Committee or the Annual Forum, and outlined the annual budget proposal for 2014-2015, 

which amounts to approximately US$1million. Mr. Wang stressed that this was a preliminary 

proposal and that the figures mentioned could be subject to revision. 

 

Feedback from the floor 
Discussion in plenary focused particularly on the following areas: 

- Communication, in particular regarding knowledge dissemination and facilitating 

membership, was felt to be one of the main roles of the FU. It was suggested that the 

SC should supervise the formulation of a communication and dissemination strategy, 

giving the FU the possibility to represent the Alliance when and where appropriate. 

An independent website should be set up as soon as possible (Philippines, France, 

USA, Norway, Mexico). Mr. Wang invited participants to consider whether only the 

FU would produce centralized messaging for the Alliance, or whether individual 

members could also produce corporate communications products. He further 

emphasized some difficulty in dissociating the URL of the Alliance’s website from the 
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www.fao.org domain under FAO’s new corporate communications protocol. 

However, there were precedents for bodies with independent URLs (such as GFAR: 

www.egfar.org), and options would be explored.  

- Budget: It was widely felt that the Annual Forum should endorse the budget. Prudent 

use of limited resources and an annual audit to ensure fiscal responsibility was 

advocated (USA). Mr. Wang confirmed that the FU’s budgetary activity would be 

reviewed by an external audit annual, as per FAO procedures. 

- Head of the FU: Participants requested for the ToRs of the P-5 vacancy to be 

circulated (UK, USA). It can be found online at: 

www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/VA/pdf/DDN-102-14-PRJ.pdf. The deadline is 

30
th

 January 2015. The position will be filled following FAO recruitment procedures. 

- Administrative arrangements: The FU should support the meetings and work areas 

(as needed) of the Annual Forum and Steering Committee (Spain, UK). Mr. Wang 

noted that, in addition, the FU might provide support to member organizations and 

countries for CSA outreach, as needed. 

- Monitoring: Concerns regarding the word “monitoring” were expressed, while the 

phrase “compiling information” was preferred. Members requested clarification on 

who would be monitored and how (USA, Norway, Mexico). Mr. Wang noted that this 

was appropriate, as rather than monitoring the performance of the Alliance, the FU 

would monitor ongoing activities. 

- Collaboration with relevant UN agencies, such as WFP and IFAD, was emphasized 

(UK). 

Finally, Mr. Wang encouraged participants to send the FU any proposals on its 

responsibilities and functions in writing. All communications regarding GACSA should be 

addressed to: acsa-facilitation-unit@fao.org.  

Mr. Rydland echoed the call for funding and solid member support to the running of the FU. 

Session V: Discussion on Governance Structure and Program of Work 

Governance Structure 

Mr. Bwalya recapped the discussion of the breakout group on the Alliance’s governance 

arrangements session with a view to clearly defining short- and long-term actions. Mr. 

Hegadorn and Ms. Fornells de Frutos, the Co-Chairs of the breakout group, chaired the 

discussion, which sought consensus in on the respective governance structures of: 

- The Annual Forum;  

- The SC; 

- The Action Groups.  

 

 

http://www.fao.org/
http://www.egfar.org/
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/VA/pdf/DDN-102-14-PRJ.pdf
mailto:acsa-facilitation-unit@fao.org
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Feedback from the floor 
ANNUAL FORUM 

It was decided that the Annual Forum would endorse and have decision-making capacity on 

the annual budget and workplan. It should remain informal, inclusive and informative. These 

arrangements would be revisited at the end of the inception year, in case further formalization 

was considered desirable (discussion participants: Norway, USA, UK, Global Forum for 

Agriculture).  

 

Clarifications regarding the scope of the budget (ONE Campaign, Philippines) were provided: 

the FU would provide funding for centralized Alliance activities; however it remained up to 

members to provide and manage their independent activities and resources. 

 

STRATEGIC COMMITTEE 

It was agreed that the Strategic Committee (SC) should remain open for all interested to 

participate, at least in the Alliance’s year of inception. All minutes of future SC meetings 

would be made available to all members and observers. Decisions would be reached through 

consensus, or, if this was not possible, through a clear majority where consensus was 

impossible.  

 

A proposal exploring the possibility of having three Co-Chairs was rejected. It was reiterated 

that the SC’s two Co-Chairs should preferably represent two different Alliance constituencies 

(discussion participants: Norway, Switzerland, France, Niger, Nigeria, Philippines, the Nature 

Conservancy). It was further agreed that the two Co-Chairs of the SC should be nominated 

and elected in the session immediately following. 

 

A first teleconference of the SC would be held in January 2015 in order to encourage steady 

progress (USA).  

 

ACTION GROUPS 

The proposed work plans of the three Action Groups for 2015 were discussed, as this work 

was fundamental to the delivery of the Alliance’s objectives as a whole. The Action Groups 

were agreed to work under the guidance of and to report to the SC (discussion participants: 

USA, Global Forum, Norway, FAO, France, NEPAD, CGIAR, UK). 

 

It was further agreed that the existing groups (Knowledge, Enabling the Environment and 

Investment) should continue and expand their work. There were differing opinions as to 

whether more than two group leaders were necessary or desirable, however it was agreed that 

each group should have at least two leaders, to begin as soon as possible. Further, it was felt 

that there should be flexibility for the formation of new groups (discussion participants: USA, 

NEPAD, France, UK, CGIAR/CCAFS).  
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Program of Work 
Ms. Vermeulen and Mr. Howlett, Co-Chairs of the breakout group on the Alliance’s Program 

of Work, introduced the discussion by reiterating that a light, straightforward approach should 

guide the Alliance’s activities. Reflecting this, they proposed referring to a ‘Workplan’ rather 

than a ‘Programme of Work’.  

The workplan would focus on two overarching areas: 

- Day-to-day functions (to be delivered by the FU) 

- Actions on the ground (to be delivered by members and partners) 

 

Feedback from the floor 
Feedback from participants focused on the following areas in particular: 

- The renaming of the ‘Workplan’ and its two proposed focus areas met with approval. 

- A flexible workplan that could accommodate the priorities of likely new members was 

welcomed (The Nature Conservancy). Additional members supported the concept of a 

‘living’ document. 

- It was stressed that all participants should share their experiences, establish an 

evidence basis for good practice so that research gaps can be identified, and in that 

way lay a foundation of framework that can later on be adapted. Information should be 

exchanged on a regular basis through web/media channels (Ireland, Philippines).  

- Ms. Vermeulen asked the audience if they felt additional Action Groups were 

necessary. Though the addition of new groups was considered desirable in the future 

(USA, GFAR), it was agreed that the existing groups should first be more solidly 

established before expanding to additional topics (USA, Yara International, ASA). 

The three existing groups should report on their activities at the 2015 Annual Forum. 

- Enhancements in communication were also revisited, focusing on the Alliance website 

which will ensure information is accessible for all members, such as an inventory of 

best practices for farmers by the end of 2015 (USA, Solution for the Land). A calendar 

of events should also be made available.  

The Co-Chairs closed the session noting that additional detail to main areas of agreement 

reached over the two-day meeting could be added during the Co-Chairs’ summary session. 

Session VI: Selection of Co-Chairs for the Strategic Committee 
Mr. Inge Herman Rydland of Norway and Mr. Martin Bwalya of NEPAD were nominated 

and the endorsed as Co-Chairs of the Strategic Committee for 2015 by USA, UK, GFAR, 

Nigeria and the World Bank. 
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Session VII: Co-Chairs’ Summary of the Meeting 
The Co-Chairs summarized key areas of agreement reached during the two-day meeting. 

Their presentation was reviewed in detail with line-by-line inputs and edits from participants, 

to ensure universal agreement with the key outcomes. It was agreed that this revised 

presentation would be made available to all participants by e-mail and online. 

Closing Session - Wrap up and Closing Remarks 
The Co-Chairs gave thanks to all the meeting’s participants’ vibrant, positive and constructive 

contributions. They also extended thanks to the Government of the Netherlands for their work 

to date with the Interim Secretariat, Mr. Wang for his support as Officer in Charge of the FU 

until its Head was recruited, as well as all those involved behind the scenes – in the 

preparation of logistics and materials (Dina Franchi, Olga Trynkova, Federica Matteoli, Kim 

Van Seeters) and the rapporteurs (Alashiya Gordes, Lisa Neugart, Lorna Scott, Julian 

Schnetzer).  

The Co-Chairs, in turn, were thanked by Ms. Maria-Helena Semedo, who closed the meeting 

expressing FAO’s honour at hosting the Alliance’s Facilitation Unit. She noted that the 

meeting had built vision, leadership and a sense of community within the Alliance and that it 

was now up to members and partners to carry the Alliance’s work forward. She emphasized 

the need to communicate the results of the Alliance and to promote its visibility. Ms. Semedo 

stated that the FU, in its new home at FAO, would start work immediately, and concluded by 

wishing all present a Happy New Year. 
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 Names Contact information  

Member 
Countries 

  

Costa Rica,  Marco Vinicio Vargas Pereira, 
Ambassador of Costa Rica to 
the Holy See and the United 
Nations Agencies in Rome 

miscr-fao@rree.go.cr 

France,  Mathias Ginet, Ministry of 
agriculture, agrifood and 
forestry, Project officer 
“climate change, sustainability 
and environment” 

mathias.ginet@agriculture.gouv.fr 

 Serge Tomasi, Permanent 
Representative of France, 
Ambassador to FAO 

serge.tomasi@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

 Segolene Halleydes Fontaines, 
Permanent Representative of 
France, Agriculture and Food 
Security Adviser 

segolene.halley-des-fontaines@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

Mexico Sr. Luis Martínez Sentíes, 
Segundo Secretario de la 
Consejería Agropecuaria de 
México en Washington  

 

 Sr. Miguel Narváez, Segundo 
Secretario de la Consejería 
Agropecuaria de México en 
Bruselas 

miguelnarvaez@sagarpaue.be 

 Sr. Benito Jiménez, Segundo 
Secretario de la Representación 
Permanente de México 

 

Nigeria,  Adebisi Araba, Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Adviser to 
the Minister 

Debisi.araba@gmail.com 

 Cyril  Abang Bikom, Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture & Rural 
Development, Assistant 
Director (Desk Officer, 
Environment & Climate Change 
Unit), Nigeria 

cybikom2012@gmail.com 

 Jimmy Adegoke, Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture & Rural 
Development, Nigeria 

adegokej@umkc.edu 

 Consultant/ Chair, Ministerial 
Advisory Committee on 
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Agricultural Resilience  

Niger,  Amadou Allahoury, Presidence 
de la Republique/Haut 
Commissariat à l’Initiative 3N, 
Ministre/Haut Commissaire 

alahouri@gmail.com 

Norway,  Inge Herman Rydland, Project 
Manager Food Security, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs;  

ihr@mta.no 

 Daniel Frans van Gilst, Norad 
(Norwegian Agency for 
Development Cooperation), 
Senior Adviser, Norway 

dvg@norad.no 

The Philippines,  Lupino Jr Lazaro, Special 
Agricultural Representative 

web@da.gov.ph 

 The Philippines, Enrique V 
Pingol, First Secretary  

 

Spain, Ana Fornells de Frutos, Ministry 
of Agriculture, Food and 
environment Head of the 
International Division  

afornells@magrama.es 

 Elías Guís López, Permanent 
Representation of Spain to FAO 
and WFP, Alternate Permanent 
Representative  

repfao@magrama.es 

 Santiago Menéndez de Luarca, 
Permanent Representation of 
Spain to FAO and WFP, Deputy 
Permanent Representative, 
Spain 

repfao@magrama.es 

Switzerland,  François Louis Pythoud, Federal 
Office for Agriculture FOAG, 
Head of International 
Sustainable Agriculture Unit, 
Switzerland 

Francois.Pythoud@blw.admin.ch  

 Adrian Aebi, Assistant Director-
General Head of International 
Affairs, Switzerland  

Adrian.aebi@blw.admin.ch 

 

 Christina Blank, Permanent 
Representation of Switzerland 
to FAO, IFAD, WFP, Rome; 
Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Switzerland 

Christina.Blank@eda.admin.ch 

 United 
Kingdom, 

David Howlett, DFID, 
Agriculture, Climate Change 
and Resilience Adviser 

d-howlett@dfid.gov.uk 

United States David Hegwood, U.S. Agency dhegwood@usaid.gov 
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of America,  for International Development, 
Global Engagement Advisor;  

 Christopher Scott Hegadorn, 
U.S. Department of State, 
Director - Office of Global Food 
Security, USA;  

HegadornCS@state.gov 

 Mark Manis, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Senior Policy 
Advisor, USA;  

mark.manis@usda.gov 

 William Gerald Hohenstein, US 
Department of Agriculture, 
Director, Climate Change 
Program Office, USA. 

whohenst@oce.usda.gov 

 John Norris, USDA, Minister 
Counsellor, USA 

NorrisJR@state.gov 

NGOs, Private 
Sector, 
Research 

    

The Alliance of 
Religions & 
Conservation 
(ARC),  

Susan Weldon, Alliance of 
Religions and Conservation, 
Food and agriculture 
programme manager, UK 

Susie.weldon@arcworld.org 

Africa 
Partnership on 
Climate Change 
Coalition 
(APCCC),  

Edward Paul Munaaba, 
Executive Director 

edwardbkb@yahoo.com 

Asia Farmers’ 
Association for 
Sustainable 
Development 
(AFA),  

Shimpei Murakami, 
Chairperson, Japan 

afa@asianfarmers.org 

Association for 
Agricultural 
Research Asia 
Pacific 
(NAARAP),  

Subhash Mehta, NAARAP/ DST, 
Trustee, India 

naarapdst@gmail.com 

CGIAR 
Consortium 
(Consortium of 
International 
Agricultural 
Research 
Centers)  

Alain VIDAL, Interim Strategy 
Director, France, 

a.vidal@cgiar.org 

CCAFS/CGIAR, Sonja Vermeulen,  Head of 
Research, Denmark 

s.vermeulen@cgiar.org 
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Centre de 
Coopération 
Internationale 
en Recherche 
Agronomique 
pour le 
Développement 
(CIRAD)   

Patrick Caron, CIRAD, Director 
for Research and Strategy, 
France 

jacques.pages@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

Technical 
Centre for 
Agricultural and 
Rural 
Cooperation 
(CTA)  

Oluyede Clifford Ajayi, Senior 
Programme Coordinator, 
Netherlands 

ajayi@cta.int 

Danone Marie Jourdain de Muizon, 
Head of Sustainable Agriculture 
& Nature communication, 
France 

MARIE.DE-MUIZON@DANONE.COM 

 Environmental 
Defense Fund  

Mary Rebecca Shaw 
Environmental Defense Fund,  
Assoc Vice President and Lead 
Scientist, USA 

rshaw@edf.org 

Global Forum 
for Innovations 
in Agriculture, 

 Mark James Scott Beaumont, 
Director, United Arab Emirates  

m.beaumont@turretme.com 

Haifa Chemicals  Ron Shlomo Seligmann, Chief 
Agronomist & Knowledge 
Manager, Israel 

Ron.seligmann@haifa-group.com  
 

Tal.Rappoport@haifa-group.com 

International 
Fertilizer 
Industry 
Association 
(IFA)  

Maria Antip, International 
Fertilizer Industry Association, 
Policy Analyst, France 

mantip@fertilizer.org 

International 
Food Policy 
Research 
Institute (IFPRI) 

Alex De Pinto, Senior Research 
Fellow 

a.depinto@cgiar.org 

 Mosaic 
Company,  

Benjamin Pratt, The Mosaic 
Company, Vice President, 
Corporate Public Affairs, United 
States 

Benjamin.pratt@mosaicco.com 

New 
Partnership for 
Africa’s 
Development 
(NEPAD),  

Martin Bwalya, NEPAD Agency 
Head, Programme 
Development; Edna Kalima, 
Programme Officer, South 
Africa 

Bwalyam@nepad.org 
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The Nature 
Conservancy, 

David Michael Cleary, Director, 
Agriculture, USA 

dcleary@tnc.org 

The Nature 
Conservancy, 

Andrew Mark Deutz, The 
Nature Conservancy, Director, 
International Government 
Relations, USA 

adeutz@tnc.org 

Rainforest 
Alliance,  

Martin Noponen, Rainforest 
Alliance, Technical Specialist, 
Climate Programme, UK 

mnoponen@ra.org 

Solutions from 
the Land 

Arthur Gen Kawamura, Co-
Chair, USA 

AGKAWA@ME.COM 

SNV 
Netherlands 
Development 
Organisation 

Eelco Baan, Global Coordinator 
Sustainable Markets, 
Netherlands 

ebaan@snvworld.org 

Tropenbos 
International 

Rene Boot, Director; Herman 
Savenije, Programme 
Coordinator, the Netherlands 

Rene.boot@tropenbos.org 

World Bank, Marc Peter Sadler, Adviser, 
USA 

msadler@worldbank.org 

World Bank, Tobias Baedeker, World Bank, 
USA 

tbaedeker@worldbank.org 

World Farmers 
Organization 
(WFO) 

Marco Marzano de Marinis; 
Luisa Volpe, Italy 

info@wfo-oma.org 

World Food 
Programme 
(WFP), 

Kaisu-Leena Rajala, Climate 
Risk Management Officer,  

Kaisu.Rajala@wfp.org 

 

 Richard John Choularton, Chief, 
Climate Resilience for Food 
Security 

Richard.choularton@wfp.org 

 

The World 
Business 
Council for 
Sustainable 
Development 
(WBCSD), 

Dalma Somogyi, Food and 
Biomaterial Solutions Project 
Associate, Switzerland 

somogyi@wbcsd.org 

Yara 
International 
ASA  

Sean De Cleene, Vice President 
of Global Business Initiatives 
at Yara International,  

sean.de.cleene@yara.com 

   

Observers:      

Germany  Christina Seeberg-Elverfeldt, 
German Federal Ministry of 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development, Policy Advisor 

Christina.Seeberg-Elverfeldt@bmz.bund.de 
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Germany  Volker Stöppler, Federal 
Ministry of Food and 
Agriculture, Desk Officer 

Volker.stoeppler@bmel.bund.de 

Ireland Paul McKiernan, Department of 
Agriculture, Food & the Marine, 
Principal Officer  

paul.mckiernan@agriculture.gov.ie 

New Zealand  Renee Heal   

Malaysia  Amir Hamzah Harun, Embassy 
of Malaysia, Embassy of 
Malaysia, Italy Alternate 
Permanent Representative,  

aaa.rome@ambasciatamalaysia.it 

Malaysia  Dzulkifi Abd Wahab, Embassy 
of Malaysia, Italy Alternate 
Permanent Representative, 
Malaysia  

aa.rome@ambasciatamalaysia.it 

Slovak Republic  Marieta Okenkova, Permanent 
Representative of the Slovak 
Republic to FAO and WFP 

marieta.okenkova@msv.sk 

Yemen Mahmoud M. A. Al-Ashwal, 
Embassy of the Republic of 
Yemen in Rome, Alternate 
Permanent Representative, 
Yemen 

segreteria@yemenembassy.it 

Yemen Haytham A. H. Shoja’aadin, 
Embassy of the Republic of 
Yemen in Rome, Chargé 
d’Affaires, Yemen 

segreteria@yemenembassy.it 

Afghanistan  Hamed Khurasani,  kurasani_786@yahoo.com 

Australia  Rosemary Navarrete, 
Australian Department of 
Agriculture, Adviser, Australia 

rosemary.naverete@dfat.gov.au 

Cuba  Silvia Alvarez Rossell, Deputy 
Representant 

 

adjuntocuba@ecuitalia.it 

 

Cuba  Luis Marín Llanes, Alternate 
Representant 

alternocuba@ecuitalia.it 

Cyprus Spyridon Ellinas, Agricultural 
Attaché/Alternate Permanent 
Representative 

faoprcyp@tin.it 

Iran  Ali Fereydoni, Permanent 
Mission of I.R.Iran to FAO, 
Alternate, Permanent 
Representative, I.R.Iran 

missiranfao@missiranfao.191.it 
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Iran   Aureza Mohaser, Permanent 
Mission of I.R.Iran to FAO, 
Charge d’ affaire, Iran  

missiranfao@missiranfao.191.it 

Hungary Zoltán Kálmán, Permanent 
Representative of Hungary to 
the UN Food and Agriculture 
Agencies in Rome 

zoltan.kalman@mfa.gov.hu 

EU Delegation 
to Italy 

Ana Frale Vasallo, Advisor, EU 
Delegation in Rome 

ana.fraile-vasallo@eeas.europa.eu 

EU Delegation 
to Italy 

Federica Emma, Intern, EU 
Delegation in Rome 

 

Principaute de 
Monaco  

Martine GARCIA, Ambassade 
de la Principaute de Monaco,, 
Troisième Secrétaire - 
Representant suppleant adjoint 
pres la FAO, Principaute de 
Monaco 

mgarcia@ambasciatamonaco.it 

Principaute de 
Monaco  

Jean-Philippe Bertani, 
Ambassade de la Principaute 
de Monaco, Conseiller - 
Representant Permanent 
Adjoint pres la FAO, Principaute 
de Monaco 

info@ambasciatamonaco.it 

IFAD  Ilaria Carlotta Firmian, 
Environment and Climate 
Knowledge Officer, Italy 

ifirmian@ifad.org 

Office SRSG 
Food Security 
and Nutrition,  

Marlen Schuepbach, Policy 
Advisor 

marlen.schuepbach@undp.org 

The 
Development 
Fund of 
Norway, 

 Kari Helene Partapuoli, 
Director, Norway 

Kari.helene@utviklingsfondet.no 

The ONE 
Campaign,  

Kathryn Russell, Policy Director, 
Agriculture and Inclusive 
Growth, US 

kathryn.russell@one.org 

Global Donor 
Platform for 
Rural 
Development  

Christian Mersmann, Policy 
advisor, Germany 

christian.mersmann@donorplatform.org 

National 
Institute of 
Agriculture 
Economics  

Guido Bonati INEA, Director of 
research, Italy 

bonati@inea.it 
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Jean-luc.chotte@ird.fr 

International 
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Network,  
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