
Strengthening the partnership
Over the years, the partnership between France and 
FAO has developed into a dynamic collaboration based 
on mutual support and shared commitments, in the 
context of the Framework Agreement. The substantive 
Strategic Dialogue held in February 2018 marked the 
opening of the new Partnership Framework. This 
sets the stage for tighter collaboration in pursuing 
increasingly ambitious objectives, with a focus on 
innovative and concrete ideas for greater impact. 

Scaling up Agroecology
France continues to play a prominent role in 
championing agroecology, which constitutes a key 
aspect of the transition towards more sustainable and 
multi-performing food and consumption production 
systems. 

France’s high-level participation in the Second 
International Symposium on Agroecology Scaling Up 
Agroecology to Achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), organized in Rome in April 2018, 
illustrates France’s engagement in the promotion 
of transformative change in how food is grown, 
produced, processed, transported, distributed and 
consumed. The Symposium brought together more 
than 700 participants, with representatives from 
governments, non-state entities, and UN organizations. 
The result was a concrete set of actions to foster the 
growth of agroecology and to support countries through 
this transformative process.

Strategic partnership
The Framework Agreement (2018-2021) renews 
and strengthens the strategic direction of the 
partnership between FAO and France, including 
the following priority areas:  

 ➨ Improving food security and nutrition 
governance and policy 

 ➨ Strengthening the economic, social and 
environmental performance of agriculture food 
systems 

 ➨ Strengthening health safety in the plant, animal 
and food sectors 

 ➨ Strengthening the resilience of vulnerable 
populations, and improving crisis prevention 
and management

 ➨ Contributing to the implementation of the 
FAO’s climate strategy in support of the Paris 
Agreement. 

The Framework Agreement has been 
complemented by an annual Strategic Dialogue 
since 2014.

France has long been an active and generous resource partner, working closely with FAO in support of 
shared food security and agricultural development goals. French expertise and seconded personnel 
make a vital contribution to the achievement of the Organization’s mandate, and the country plays 
a major role in catalyzing global and regional cooperation. France continues to support a wide range 
of programmes, with a recent focus on food security governance, climate change and resilience, 
agroecology, family farming, animal health, and sustainable management of forests and lands. 
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Shared commitment to address 
climate change issues
With the signature of the Paris Agreement in December 
2015, France reaffirmed its global leadership in 
addressing the challenges of climate change. France and 
FAO continue to prioritize climate change – together 
with related food and agricultural issues – and advocate 
for its inclusion on the global agenda. The Framework 
Agreement (2018-2021) emphasizes France’s support 
to FAO’s Climate Strategy as a key contribution to the 
implementation of the Agreement. 

This shared 
commitment translates 
into financial and 
technical support to 
specific interventions 
designed to mitigate 
and reverse the effects 
of climate change, with 
a particular focus on 
the Sahel. At the policy 
level, France remains 

fully engaged to promote the scale-up of agroecology 
practices to accompany the transition towards food 
production and consumption systems that are more 
resilient, generate less greenhouse gases, use natural 
resources sustainably and protect biodiversity, the 
environment and communities. 

Strengthening cooperation  
in key research areas
In February 2018, FAO and four major French research 
and high-level education institutions agreed to increase 
joint efforts to develop innovative food security and 
environment-sensitive approaches that contribute to 
the achievement of the 2030 Agenda. These include 
the Agriculture Research Centre for International 
Development (CIRAD), the National Institute for 
Agriculture Research (INRA), the National Research 
Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD) and 
Agreenium (the French Agricultural, Veterinary and 
Forestry Institute).

The new partnerships will focus on a number of 
areas, particularly in developing countries, including 
agroecology, sustainable natural resources management 
in the context of climate change; agriculture innovation 
for family farmers; sustainable and safe food systems 
for food security (including nutrition, waste and 
loss reduction, market chain governance); sanitary 
risks, such those related to animal and plant health, 
One Health and antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

Forests and landscape restoration 
and sustainable land management
The French Global Environment Facility is contributing 
Euro 1.8 million to the regional project “Forests and 
Landscape Restoration (FLR) and Sustainable Land 
Management (SLM) in the Sahel”. This cooperation, 
managed by the FAO Forestry and Landscape 
Restoration Mechanism (FLRM), targets Burkina Faso 
and the Niger. The project aims to provide multiple 
sustainable social, economic and environmental goods 
and services and to achieve the objective of neutrality in 
terms of land degradation by 2030. 

The FLR approach seeks to transform degraded or 
sterile lands in healthy and fertile landscapes, where 
local communities, ecosystems and all stakeholders 
can cohabit within the framework of sustainable land 
management. Restoring then sustainably managing 
these lands has a profound impact on reducing poverty, 
improving food security, restoring ecosystemic services, 
and adapting to the effects of climate change.

France's support and contributions to 
FAO’s programmes and interventions are 
provided through:

 ➨ Trust fund projects funded by the Ministries of 
Agriculture and Foreign Affairs

 ➨ Trust Fund projects funded through the French 
Development Agency (AFD) and the French 
Global Environment Facility (FFEM)

 ➨ Secondment of personnel – with about 20 
currently deployed across FAO’s departments 
and strategic objectives

 ➨ Mobilization of targeted technical and scientific 
expertise at the global and field levels. 

In addition to these forms of support, synergies 
are sought with other resource partners according 
to the field of assistance. A further feature of 
French support is the strengthening of regional 
cooperation and integration, particularly in Africa, 
including global platforms such as the Consultative 
Group on International Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR) and the Global Forum on Agricultural 
Research. 
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“Improving agricultural 
and food systems is 
essential for a world 
with both healthier 
people and healthier 
ecosystems.”
 
FAO Director-General


