REC.ICCAT-GFCM/34/2010/4 (C)

Recommendation by ICCAT on the conservation of thresher sharks
caught in association with fisheries in the ICCAT convention area

The General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM),

RECALLING that the objectives of the Agreement establishing the General Fisheries Commission for
the Mediterranean are to promote the development, conservation, rational management and proper
utilization of living marine resources,

ADOPTS in conformity with the provision of paragraph 1 (h) of Article III and Article V of the
GFCM Agreement the following Recommendation of the International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT):

RECOMMENDATION GFCM34/2010/4 (C)
RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT ON THE CONSERVATION
OF THRESHER SHARKS CAUGHT IN ASSOCIATION
WITH FISHERIES IN THE ICCAT CONVENTION AREA

RECALLING that the Commission adopted the Resolution by ICCAT on Atlantic Sharks [Res. 01-
11], the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Conservation of Sharks Caught in Association
with Fisheries Managed by ICCAT [Rec. 04-10], the Recommendation by ICCAT to Amend the
Recommendation 04-10 on the Conservation of Sharks Caught in Association with the Fisheries
Managed by ICCAT [Rec. 05-05], the Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Sharks
[Rec. 07-06] and the Recommendation by ICCAT on the Conservation of Bigeye Thresher Sharks
(Alopias superciliosus) Caught in Association with Fisheries Managed by ICCAT [Rec. 08-07],

CONSIDERING that thresher sharks of the family Alopiidae are caught as by-catch in the ICCAT
Convention area,

NOTING that at its 2009 Meeting the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)
recommended that the Commission prohibit retention and landings of bigeye thresher shark (Alopias
superciliosus),

RECALLING the need to annually report Task I and Task II for catches of sharks in conformity
with the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Conservation of Sharks Caught in Association
with Fisheries Managed by ICCAT [Rec. 04-10],

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF
ATLANTIC TUNA (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

1. Contracting Parties, and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities (hereafter
referred to as CPCs) shall prohibit, retaining onboard, transshipping, landing, storing, selling, or
offering for sale any part or whole carcass of bigeye thresher sharks (Alopias superciliosus) in any
fishery with exception of a Mexican small-scale coastal fishery with a catch of less than 110 fish.

2. CPCs shall require vessels flying their flag to promptly release unharmed, to the extent practicable,
bigeye thresher sharks when brought along side for taking on board the vessel.




. CPCs should strongly endeavour to ensure that vessels flying their flag do not undertake a directed
fishery for species of thresher sharks of the genus Alopias spp.

. CPCs shall require the collection and submission of Task I and Task II data for Alopias spp other
than A. superciliosus in accordance with ICCAT data reporting requirements. The number of
discards and releases of A. superciliosus must be recorded with indication of status (dead or alive)
and reported to ICCAT in accordance with ICCAT data reporting requirements.

. CPCs shall, where possible, implement research on thresher sharks of the species Alopias spp in the
Convention area in order to identify potential nursery areas. Based on this research, CPCs shall
consider time and area closures and other measures, as appropriate.

. Recommendation by ICCAT on the Conservation of Bigeye Thresher Sharks (Alopias superciliosus)
Caught in Association with Fisheries Managed by ICCAT [Rec. 08-07] is superseded by this
Recommendation.



