
Building capacity for policy 
formulation
FAO has supported the Ministries of Agriculture and 
Forestry as well as the National Nutrition Agency to 
develop gender sensitive policies and legal frameworks 
targeting the poorest population, with the objective 
of providing access to basic services for the most 
vulnerable. FAO has supported development of: the 
Agriculture and National Resources Policy; the National 
Seed Policy; the five-year Work Plan; release of the 
first volume of the Varietal Catalogue; the Agriculture 
Extension Service; and the seed certification process 
harmonized with ECOWAS Seed Laws. 

National regulations for food fortification have been 
reviewed, aimed at creating an enabling environment 
for the fortification of basic food commodities and the 
monitoring of nutrient levels. In this context, FAO’s 
assistance in reviewing current national policies, 
strategies, regulations and legislative documents on food 
fortification, has resulted in the establishment of the 
National Alliance for Food Fortification.

Matching FAO’s expertise to the 
Gambia’s development priorities
FAO assistance in the Gambia is shaped by 
the 2018-2021 FAO Country Programming 
Framework (CPF), which is centred on four priority 
areas:

 ➨ Enhance the enabling environment and 
capacity development for increased, 
sustainable and diversified agricultural and 
fisheries production and nutrition

 ➨ Sustainable natural resources management 
for climate change adaptation and 
mitigation

 ➨ Strengthened food, agriculture and 
natural resources value chains for income 
generation and employment creation 

 ➨ Strengthened resilience and capacities for 
disaster risk reduction and management, 
and climate change adaptation and 
mitigation 

Jointly formulated with the Government and other 
partners, the CPF reflects relevant priorities in 
key national development policies, including the 
Gambia’s National Development Plan (2018-
2021). 

The CPF contributes to global environmental and 
sustainable development commitments, including 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the 
Sendai Framework and the Paris Agreement 
on Climate Change. It is aligned with the 2018-
2021 United Nations Development Assistance 
Framework (UNDAF) for the Gambia.

Since the establishment of the FAO Representation in the Republic of the Gambia in 1978, FAO has 
provided vital support to the sustainable development of the agriculture and natural resource sectors 
in the country. Over the years, FAO has implemented 130 projects. The Organization is currently 
supporting the country in policy formulation while implementing programmes and projects for 
improved food security and nutrition and resilience in agriculture, forestry and fisheries sectors. 
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THE GAMBIA AND FAO

Sustainable management of forest 
resources
FAO has supported a number of initiatives with a view to 
improving the effective management of forest reserves. 
These include the presentation of plans and strategies 
to the Department of Forestry and Local Communities 
at the national and local levels; the update of the Forest 
Strategy and Action Plan; and the conduct of a forestry 
resources assessment with 90 staff from Government and 
Non-Government institutions trained on dryland forest 
management. Forest Management Committee members 
have been trained in forest management techniques, market 
analysis and development. 

To manage and reduce the effects of climate change, six 
species of trees (Leucaena leucocephala, Gliricidiasepium, 
Cassia siamia, Bauhinia, Faidherbia albida and Moringa 
oleifera) have been planted in nurseries. Communities have 
been provided with 4 500 polybags with seedlings to plant 
along 33.5 km of identified cattle tracks. Furthermore, a 25 
km-long fire belt has been demarcated and cleared on the 
perimeter of these cattle tracks.

Strengthening market linkages
One of the objective of the Gambia Agriculture and Natural 
Resources policy is to promote market-led agricultural 
production. To support this, the FAO office in the Gambia 
has organized a Seed Caravan: an outreach service to 
facilitate seed growers’ access to the country's institutional 
seed market (valued at approximately US$2 million). The 
“FreshDeal” programme – a flagship programme for the 
agriculture value chain – has been conducted within the 
Greater Banjul Area to facilitate business deals between 
vegetable producers and buyers, especially restaurants 
and hotels, thus making markets accessible to smallholder 
farmers while increasing household income. 

Additionally, FAO together with its partners has facilitated 
market linkage of high-value agro-commodities through the 
exhibition of organic vegetable and processed food produce 
at the 12th edition of the Gambia International Trade Fair. 

Farmers’ cooperatives have been restructured, initially 
benefitting 1 786 farmers from nine communities. 

Enhancing food safety and quality 
control systems 
To strengthen capacity of public institutions in enhancing 
food quality and safety, 26 iChecks have been supplied to 
relevant public institutions for testing the levels of vitamin 
A in oil and flour, iron in flour and total carotenoids in 
crops and flour. Additionally, 27 staff from the regulatory 
institutions, including the two flourmills, have been trained 
in the use of testing technologies. The multiplication and 
trial of bio-fortified crop varieties – orange-fleshed sweet 
potato, beans and maize – took place during the 2018 
cropping season. Potato vines have been distributed to 
beneficiary communities for further multiplication.

Disaster risk reduction and 
management and climate change 
adaptation and mitigation 
Thanks to FAO support 
to the Gambia, significant 
progress has been 
achieved towards building 
resilience and capacity 
for disaster risk reduction 
and management, and 
climate change adaptation 
and mitigation.  

As part of its support 
to the development of 
National Adaptation 
Plans, FAO has conducted 
an assessment of barriers 
to adaptation, which has 
contributed to enhanced 
institutional capacity.

Information gathering and dissemination has been 
improved, due also to the Early Warning System (EWS) 
Working Groups, which have been restored, and the 
National Disaster Management Authority, officially in 
charge of the coordination of all information on the EWS. 
The Gambia Market Information System (GAMIS) has been 
significantly strengthened with data collected through the 
Open Data Kit, a digital data collection tool. Staff members 
of the Planning Services of the Ministry of Agriculture have 
been trained in the use of this tool. Also, a database for food 
and nutrition security monitoring has been developed, and 
one EWS Working Group is now operational. 

To reduce the impacts of disasters on the rural population, 
vulnerability reduction practices and measures have 
been promoted among communities and households. 
Agricultural inputs (seed and fertilizers) were supplied to 10 
727 vulnerable households during the 2018 cropping season. 
Beneficiaries included children, communities with high 
migration or with large youth and women populations and 
vulnerable farmers. The seeds are early maturing varieties of 
cowpea, groundnut, maize and rice (upland and lowland).

“To deliver on the 2030 
Agenda we need to work 
together to accelerate 
progress towards  
poverty eradication and 
Zero Hunger.  
FAO’s new Hand-in-Hand 
initiative aims to target 
and prioritize action for 
countries and regions 
that most need support”.
Qu Dongyu 
FAO Director-General


