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GLOBAL FISH ECONOMY
Strong continued growth in aquaculture production 

and a rebound in capture fisheries after the decline in 
2010 caused by El Niño moved total fish supply for 2011 to 
an estimated 152 million tonnes, the highest level ever. 
Although some of the increases from capture fisheries 
will go to fishmeal and oil production, 2011 still can 
expect a 1.3 percent increase in per capita consumption 
of fish for direct human consumption, a most welcome 
development.

Trade also has been brisk, in particular in the first 
half of the year, but with some weakening of prices for 
a number of species during the second half. Total import 
and export values for 2011 are bound to set a new record 
despite the current softening, with growing volumes 
pushing total exports to almost USD 120 billion, an 11 
percent increase over 2010.

The FAO Fish Price Index reached its highest level 
ever in March 2011, after which aggregate prices levels 
declined for some fisheries commodities. As usual, 
the picture is not uniform, with supply constraints for 
some species such as tuna, shrimp, tilapia, herring and 
mackerel moving prices upward. At the same time, prices  
have  declined  for farmed Atlantic salmon due to  supply 
increases.

The FAO Fish Price Index (2002-2004=100)

Data Source: Norwegian Seafood Export Council

fish products are declining after hitting the highest level 
ever in March 2011. Since then, as evidenced by the FAO 
Fish Price Index, aggregate price levels have declined 
for many fisheries commodities. However, as usual, the 
picture is not uniform, with supply constraints moving 
prices upwards for some species, including tuna, shrimp, 
tilapia, mackerel and herring. The biggest change  in 
market conditions  has been for farmed Atlantic salmon. 
After a strong 2010 with record prices levels, prices 
crashed in May 2011 and the market still has not settled. 

Global fish economy: 2011-2012 outlook

After an excellent 2010, the current year is 
expected to be equally strong overall, despite the current 
nervousness among consumers in many markets. Prices 
of some products and species will certainly soften, but 
the cause is more often to be found on the supply side 
rather than lack of demand. The underlying demand for 
fish and fishery products is strong and the stagnation seen 
in some traditional importing countries in consumption 
and imports is being compensated by buoyant demand 
in emerging markets in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, 
and South and Central America. Outlook for 2012 is 
more uncertain, but consistent demand increases in the 
developing world are boosting domestic and regional 
production and may also increasingly becoming markets 
for developed country fish exports. 

Prices

International fish markets are influenced by 
growing economic uncertainty. Importers, processors 
and retailers in the large importing markets are scaling 
back on purchases, less willing to commit or to enter 
into any long-term contracts. As a result, prices on many 

World fish markets at a glance

2009 2010 2011 Change

estim. f’cast 2011

over 2010

million tonnes %

WORLD BALANCE
Production 144.8 146.9 151.7 3.2
Capture fisheries 89.1 87.7 90.1 2.7

Aquaculture 55.7 59.2 61.6 4.0

Trade value (exports USD billion) 95.7 107.5 119.7 11.3

Trade volume (live weight) 54.9 55.2 55.6 0.7

Total utilization
Food 118.0 121.1 124.0 2.5

Feed 20.0 17.7 20.3 14.4

Other non-food uses 6.8 8.1 7.3 -9.3

SUPPLY AND DEMAND INDICATORS

Per caput food consumption

Food fish (kg/year) 17.3 17.6 17.8 1.3

From capture fisheries (kg/year) 9.1 9.0 9.0 -0.2

From aquaculture (kg/year) 8.2 8.6 8.8 2.8

Totals may not match due to rounding.
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Shrimp continues to shine, as popularity grows in spite of 
economic woes
The global shrimp market remained positive during the first half of 2011, despite lower 
supply and the strong price trend worldwide. The major markets - Japan, the EU and 
the USA - imported more shrimp than last year, even though prices overall remained 
firm, balancing lower than expected Asian supply.  Demand for processed shrimp has 
also been higher in the post tsunami Japanese market, but lower for raw frozen shrimp.  
Producers, who were able to meet this demand, benefitted more. Processed shrimp imports 
were also higher in the USA and EU markets, which confirms the positive market trend for 
value-added shrimp. During the first half of the year, Thailand exported less than last year as a 
result of the raw material shortage, but India, China, Indonesia and Viet Nam exported more.  
Local demand for shrimp in many producing countries also remained bouyant supported by 
strong national currencies and rising consumer income. Indian fresh vannamei has already 
found a niche in the domestic market - reportedly 50-60 tonnes /day.

SHRIMP

Supplies of vannamei increased in Asia at the 
cost of black tiger shrimp  

The large seasonal harvest of vannamei shrimp has 
been much delayed as a result of the severe floods in 
Thailand. Black tiger production across 53 000 hectares 
in Viet Nam’s Mekong delta was almost wiped out by 
disease, creating a shortage of raw material and high 
prices. However, recently there has been more emphasis 
on vannamei farming in Viet Nam. 

India increased vannamei aquaculture significantly 
the southern areas, with harvests dominated by large 
sized shrimp. As a consequence, black tiger shrimp 
production in that area declined. Production has also been 
low in Bangladesh. These changes in species preference 
have impacted black tiger shrimp supplies in particular. 
However, lower harvests of vannamei from Thailand are 

also likely. The focus of the industry in Thailand is on the 
production of smaller sizes of shrimp and value-addition. 
By June cumulative shrimp exports from Thailand declined 
by 11.5% but exports of value-added shrimp were higher 
than last year. In Indonesia, the strength of the national 
currency against a weak dollar is a problem for exports 
to the USA.

The ex-farm price of vannamei has weakened in 
India recently because of large harvests in August. The 
next harvest is expected in October. 

In India, the wild-caught Karikadi and poovalaan 
shrimp fishing season started in Kochi a few months ago. 
Catches, however, have been disappointing so far and 
packers are facing difficulties in meeting commitments 
that were agreed in anticipation of good landings. 
Fortunately, shrimp packers are able to secure raw 
material from farming areas on the east and west coast 
where vannamei harvests continue to be good.

Japan 

The post-tsunami shrimp market started to recover 
from June with a 7.8% rise in household consumption 
compared with last year. 

The trend persisted into July and August. 
Supermarket sales of processed and semi-processed 
shrimp increased but raw shell-on shrimp sales declined. 
There has been a significant shift in household demand 
from raw shrimp to processed shrimp as nationwide 
power rationing continues to affect homes. In the retail 
trade, fresh fish prices have increased significantly since 
March but shrimp was 15-20% cheaper compared with 
2010, supported by the strong yen. Subsequently the 
share of prepared shrimp in imports increased enough to 
offset the declines in raw shrimp imports during the first 
half of the year. 

Source: FAO

Shrimp production by main species (2009) 
(in tonnes)
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Imports of raw frozen shrimp fell significantly during 
the period January-July 2011, but increased by 8% for 
processed shrimp, totaling 41 393 tonnes during this 
period.

The market for black tiger shrimp is relatively strong 
but vannamei from India is competing with Indian black 
tiger shrimp for sizes 16/20 and 21/25. Meanwhile, the 
price gap has widened between high quality Indonesian 
and Vietnamese, and Indian black tiger shrimp in Japan’s 
import trade.  

White Shrimp in Japanese market,
origin Indonesia

Source: Infofish ITN

SHRIMP

Imports
Shrimp (frozen raw):  Japan

.............Jan-Jun............

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

(1 000  tonnes)
Thailand 10.5 10.4 14.1 17.6 15.8

Indonesia 18.6 17.9 17.3 15.7 15.1

Viet Nam 13.5 15.6 14.0 16.3 13.0

India 9.4 9.3 9.2 9.1 8.1

China 8.8 7.4 5.4 5.5 7.1

Malaysia 1.7 2.0 2.4 3.1 4.5

Russia 5.0 5.2 4.5 4.4 4.4

Canada 3.8 3.8 3.9 3.4 2.9

Myanmar na 3.1 2.7 2.1 2.5

Greenland 2.7 2.6 3.9 2.2 1.9

Philippines 1.8 1.6 1.7 1.4 1.3

Bangladesh na 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.2

Others 20.0 14.1 18.7 21.8 5.9

Total 85.3 84.1 85.2 86.4 83.7

Source:  JFTA/INFOFISH

Recently large supplies of headless vannamei (16/20 
to 26/30) from India are being bought by supermarkets at 
reduced prices for year-end sales. Another development 
is the narrowing price gap between large sizes of cheaper 
Indian vannamei and medium sizes of Thai and Malaysian 
shrimp, which has affected demand for raw shrimp from 
the latter countries. Stock piling is reported for counts 
31/40 and 41/50 - the dominant sizes in South East Asian 
shell-on exports to Japan.

Imports
Shrimp (by product):  Japan

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Live 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0

Fresh/chilled 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0

Frozen, raw 85.3 84.1 85.2 86.4 83.6

Dried/salted/in brine 1.0 1.1 1.8 1.5 1.6

Cooked, frozen 8.0 9.1 8.7 9.7 9.8

Cooked & smoked 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2

Prepared/preserved* 22.4 20.6 20.9 21.3 23.6

Sushi (with rice) 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.7 1.5

Total 117.0 115.0 116.9 119.8 120.4
(incl. tempura shrimp)Source:  JFTA/INFOFISH

Challenges facing Asian shrimp producing 
countries

As more severe flooding hit Thailand and a typhoon 
struck Viet Nam recently, the shrimp supply chain will 
be affected once again in the coming months. Similarly, 
the supply of small wild shrimp from India, used for PUD 
products mainly sold to Europe, has been disappointing. 
Given these scenarios, shrimp prices are expected to stay 
firm, or possibly move up slightly, in the coming months.
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The Thai shrimp industry has revised down this year’s 
export growth forecast to 5% from an earlier estimate of 
8% in light of the growing financial crisis in the major 
markets. This year target export revenue from shrimp 
is expected to be THB 100 billion (USD 3.37 billion). 
According to the Thai Frozen Foods Association (TFFA), 
however, the volume of shrimp exports is predicted to 
be lower by 7% year-on-year at 379 400 tonnes. The 
challenges faced by the industry in second half of the 
year include unfavourable economic developments in the 
USA and Europe, the strengthening of the Baht and the 
possible increase of daily minimum wage.

China

China exported more shrimp this year but imported 
less during the first half of the year. Lower imports of 

c o l d w a t e r 
shrimp were 
reported. The 
raw material 
shortage in 
Thailand also 
c o n t r i b u t e d 
although imports 
i n c r e a s e d 
from Malaysia, 
India and even 
from Ecuador. 
The market 
has strong 
preference for 
large sizes of 
tropical shrimp. 

C h i n a ’ s 
shrimp exports 
were nearly 

20% higher during the January-June period this year 
compared with the same period in 2010. Imports of all 
types - fresh, frozen and processed shrimp - increased to 
178 704 tonnes against 149 760 tonnes in 2010. China’s 
sales direction has moved strongly towards markets such 

SHRIMP

Imports
Frozen Shrimp:  China

.....Jan-Jun.....

2009 2010 2011

(1 000  tonnes)
Canada 5.3 5.0 5.3

Greenland 3.4 4.5 2.4

Ecuador 0.1 0.8 2.2

Malaysia 0.7 1.2 1.9

Denmark 1.0 1.1 1.4

India 1.0 1.0 1.3

Thailand 1.2 4.3 1.2

Others 6.1 4.0 4.7

Total 18.8 21.9 20.4

Shrimp prices (16-20 count) in main wholesale 
markets, USA and Japan
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as Malaysia, Hong Kong SAR, Macau, Republic of Korea, 
Taiwan Province of China, Russia, Ukraine and some other 
East European markets, besides the traditional developed 
markets.  

 USA market is adequately supplied, while 
actual demand is yet to improve  

There is a negative sentiment in the market 
concerning the immediate future of prices in US shrimp 
trading. With improved supplies of shell-on shrimp, 
domestic producers find it difficult to sell their production. 

Imports
Shrimp: USA

.............Jan-Jun.............

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

(1 000  tonnes)
Thailand 68.6 75.3 71.1 73.4 81.3 77.1

Indonesia 31.9 26.1 43.2 40.1 29.4 35.2

Ecuador 32.5 32.9 31.8 33.3 35.8 35.0

Viet Nam 15.0 12.4 15.1 14.5 14.0 17.0

China 25.7 27.8 23.6 17.3 18.7 16.2

India 7.4 5.9 5.4 8.6 7.2 15.0

Malaysia 7.6 7.7 10.4 7.4 9.1 8.8

Mexico 7.1 11.8 7.8 12.4 10.5 6.7

Guyana 11.5 7.4 5.2 5.8 4.3 4.0

Bangladesh 4.6 5.0 5.2 5.2 2.9 2.7

Peru 5.4 6.1 4.1 5.2 4.2 4.9

Honduras 1.6 2.0 0.9 1.3 2.2 1.9

Others 19.0 15.7 13.2 11.7 8.9 6.2

Total 237.9 236.1 237.1 236.1 228.7 230.5

Source: NMFS

At the same time, production is increasing in Ecuador 
while demand from Europe is weakening, making more 
shrimp available for the US market. Mexican farmed and 
wild production has also started and there are concerns 
that a lack of market leadership in Mexico will lead to 
uncoordinated production offers. Black tiger shrimp 
supplies are low; however, it is currently considered only 
a niche item. Supplies of large sizes of Indian vannamei 
(16/20 to 26/30) have increased significantly in the 
market, making some importers unwilling to make larger 
purchases for fear of price fluctuations and making them 
‘fairly cautious’ with respect to upcoming purchases. 
More vannamei shrimp supply is expected from Asia in 
the coming months, which may weaken market prices. 
On the demand side, economic conditions do not look 
promising for the short term. 

The combination of a weak dollar, high prices at 
origin and currently low prices in the destination market 
is making importers cautious of building up inventories. 
Although, under other circumstances, a weak global 
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economy would indicate lower demand and thus declining 
prices, the positive forces on the supply side are keeping 
prices up.

Imports increased marginally from last year 

In the period January to July, overall US imports 
totaled 281 600 tonnes, a 2.1% increase compared with 
the same period of 2010. Thailand continues to be 
the main supplier, followed by Ecuador and Indonesia. 
However, for the first time in many years, cumulative 
imports from Thailand fell in June and July behind that 
of 2010. The US Department of Commerce has reduced 
the anti-dumping import duties on Thai shrimp to 0.4-
0.73%, which is much lower than the anti-dumping duties 
imposed on the other countries.

Imports increased by almost 20% from Indonesia, 
22% from Viet Nam and a hefty 105% from India. With a 
significant rise in vannamei aquaculture, India doubled 
exports of shell-on and peeled to the US market this year.  

Asian suppliers to the US are suffering from the 
effect of the weakening dollar against Asian currencies, 
in particular the Thai Baht and the Indonesian Rupiah. 
Meanwhile, in Viet Nam, some farmers in the Mekong 
Delta are operating at less than 50% of capacity because 
of disease problems. In Latin America, Ecuador´s 
production and prices remain steady, while Mexico has 
had problems with white spot disease.

Market supply is more than adequate 

US domestic wild-caught supply

The total domestic landings from January to 
August 2011 were 35 400 tonnes, an increase of 65.7% 
in comparison with the same period of 2010. This is still 
short of 2009´s landings of 37 100 tonnes, which were 
the highest in the last five years. Overall prices in August 
increased slightly compared with the previous August, 
while lower counts have increased everywhere.

Latin American supply

Aquaculture harvests are steady in Ecuador. Despite 
some increase in production, price offers remain firm. 
Demand and sales to competitive markets such as China 
and European countries continue, in particular for head-
on products. 

Currently, shrimp farming in Mexico is focused 
on mostly sizes 31/35 and 36/40. Smaller counts have 
been going to the domestic market. Concerns over the 
presence of white spot disease have caused farmers to 
harvest early. This could cause a decline in the availability 
of larger sizes such as the popular 16/20 size.

Shrimp trading activities in Europe slowed 
down in the second quarter of the year  

During this period many European buyers slowed 
down during the summer holiday season, while, 
coincidently strong demand from other major markets, 
particularly the USA, was apparent. Many packers in 
India, for example, which is the third largest shrimp 
supplier to the EU, avoided Europe as they did not want 
to lose freezing capacity by producing the required IQF-
glazed products. Instead, many of them targeted the USA 
and  Russian markets. Demand in Russia has improved 
recently, prices are very good and there is no problem in 
payment as was experienced in the past. 

Nevertheless, despite the deepening Eurozone crisis, 
shrimp imports into the EU increased in the first half of 
2011, although the growth rate was lower in the second 
quarter compared with the first quarter. Cumulative 
shrimp imports (both internal and external) into the EU-
27 for January to June totaled 386 300 tonnes, an 8.5% 
rise against the same period last year. Ecuador remained 
the number one supplier, overtaking Greenland’s position, 
with India third. Supplies from these three countries 
were up by 26.2%, 9.7% and 7.1% respectively during 
the reporting period. Imports from Thailand, however, 
declined marginally by 3.2%.

Meanwhile, import volume of raw frozen shrimp 
from third countries was 10% higher during this period, 
amounting to 206 402 tonnes valued at slightly over EUR 
1 billion. The top five suppliers of this category were 
Ecuador, India, Greenland, Argentina and China, and 
the volume of imports from these countries increased 
by 26.2%, 13.6%, 18.7%, 54.0% and 12% respectively this 
year. Among the major suppliers, smaller shipments 
were reported from Thailand (-8.9%), Indonesia (-5.4%), 
Madagascar (-11.0%), Canada (-35.4%) and Mozambique 
(-31.7%); Viet Nam had a significant rise in exports 

SHRIMP

Frozen shrimp, Europe
(CFR, USD/kg)

Source: ITN-INFOFISH
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(+33.5%) and supplies increased marginally (+3.0%) from 
Bangladesh. 

Demand from the major EU markets remained strong 
with exception of France (- 7.5%) although there was a 
6.4% rise in import value resulting from strong shrimp 
prices worldwide. Import volumes of all categories were 
lower except for frozen coldwater shrimp, which posted 
an 11.3% growth; frozen tropical shrimp imports declined 
by 7.2%, chilled shrimp by 29.7% and processed shrimp by 
6.8%. Ecuador, the largest supplier of shrimp to France, 
increased shipments by 4.9%. Supplies from Bangladesh 
were also 8.7% higher, while imports from India and 
Thailand were more or less stagnant.

Shrimp imports into Spain, the UK, Italy and Germany 
grew by 33.5%, 31.6%, 7.8% and 4.6% respectively in 
quantity during the reporting period. Ecuador and 
Argentina continued to dominate the Spanish market 
contributing around 41% in total shrimp imports. 

SHRIMP

Imports
Shrimp: Italy

...........................Jan-Jun.........................

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

(1 000  tonnes)
Ecuador 8.9 8.8 8.6 9.2 10.6 11.0

India 2.2 2.2 3.0 2.3 2.9 3.3

Spain 1.7 2.8 1.7 2.5 2.3 3.0

Argentina 1.2 3.6 1.9 2.0 2.8 3.0

Netherlands 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.5 2.0 2.6

Denmark 3.5 3.4 3.0 1.9 2.3 2.1

Thailand 0.4 0.4 0.7 1.0 1.2 1.3

Vietnam 1.2 0.8 0.9 0.6 1.0 1.2

Others 11.1 9.8 7.3 6.6 5.8 5.8

Total 31.8 33.3 28.5 27.6 30.9 33.3

Source: GLOBEFISH AN 010148

Imports
Shrimp:  Germany

................Jan-Jun............

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)
Viet Nam 2.0 3.3 3.6 3.8 5.8

Netherlands 3.4 2.2 2.0 3.4 5.5

Thailand 3.6 4.3 5.3 6.2 4.7

Denmark 0.6 1.4 1.3 1.3 2.3

Belgium 1.2 1.1 1.2 2.1 2.0

Bangladesh 1.1 1.2 3.4 2.6 1.7

India 3.4 2.8 3.3 2.7 1.5

UK 2.0 0.9 0.9 1.5 1.3

Others 5.1 5.0 4.8 4.9 5.0

Total 22.4 22.2 25.8 28.5 29.8

Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 010146

Imports
Shrimp:  Spain

........................Jan-Jun........................

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

(1 000  tonnes)
Ecuador 7.2 9.8 11.2 7.7 8.3 15.4

Argentina 4.5 12.7 6.2 11.6 8.3 14.4

China 12.3 13.4 13.1 10.6 10.1 11.6

Thailand 0.3 0.2 0.9 1.0 4.3 5.1

Morocco 2.9 3.3 3.8 2.9 2.2 2.3

Belgium 1.2 1.6 1.8 1.9 1.7 2.0

Netherlands 2.0 2.3 1.4 1.7 1.4 1.8

Portugal 0.6 0.6 1.2 1.1 1.7 1.8

Senegal 1.3 2.1 1.4 0.8 0.7 1.7

Venezuela 2.3 2.0 1.7 2.5 0.8 1.5

Others 29.4 26.6 16.4 15.4 14.9 15.1

Total 64.1 74.6 59.0 57.2 54.4 72.6
Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 010150

Imports
Shrimp:  UK

..............Jan-Jun..............

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Shell-on Coldwater

Denmark 1.0 1.2 1.1 0.8 1.0

Others 0.7 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.8

Total 1.7 1.7 1.8 1.6 1.8

Shell-on Warmwater 

India 4.5 3.6 3.1 3.1 3.7

Thailand 1.0 1.8 2.1 2.9 3.8

Bangladesh 2.5 2.2 2.4 2.3 3.4

Indonesia 2.9 3.1 2.3 2.0 2.5

Viet Nam 0.4 0.8 0.8 1.2 2.3

Ecuador 1.5 1.3 1.1 1.0 1.1

Others 3.3 3.5 2.6 2.8 4.7

Total 16.1 16.3 14.4 15.3 21.5

Cooked & Peeled

Iceland 5.2 5.3 4.2 5.0 6.2

Thailand 1.8 1.4 2.6 3.7 5.9

Denmark 3.1 2.9 3.2 3.3 2.7

Canada 1.0 0.6 1.3 1.3 2.3

Indonesia 1.3 1.2 1.4 1.4 1.8

Norway 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.3

Viet Nam 0.5 0.5 0.5 1.0 1.1

Others 3.0 2.9 3.0 2.5 2.9

Total 17.0 15.9 17.2 19.2 24.2

Gr. Total 34.8 33.9 33.4 36.1 47.5

Source: GLOBEFISH  AN 010141
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remained the top shrimp supplier to Germany.

Denmark, the largest shrimp reprocessor/exporter 
in Europe, took advantage of the growing demand within 
the EU and exports increased by 11.3% with the main 
markets being Sweden, the UK and Norway. Exports to 
Russia, however, were 35.6% lower because of new quality 
requirements and competition from Asian exporters. 
Imports needed by the Danish reprocessing sector were 
static this year.

Outlook 

Shrimp consumption in Japan is expected to be 
stable for the rest of the year. The availability of cheaper 
vannamei will allow supermarkets to have promotional 
sales in autumn and winter. Prices of vannamei are 
unlikely to improve much but black tiger shrimp prices 
should stay firm as a result of reduced supplies. The 
strong yen will also encourage imports. 

Wholesale shrimp prices in the USA will remain at 
current levels only if consumer confidence improves with 
the start of the end-of-year holiday season. 

In international trading, black tiger shrimp price 
will stay firm as a result of supply shortage, but there 
is strong possibility of price weakening for shell on 
vannamei shrimp.

Shrimp import trade in the EU is expected to increase 
in the coming months as buyers source for supplies for 
Christmas and New Year. 

SHRIMP

Exports
Shrimp:  Denmark

..............................Jan-Jun.......................

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

(1 000  tonnes)
Sweden 8.9 9.8 9.6 9.6 7.5 11.0

UK 6.5 6.4 6.2 6.3 4.8 5.6

Norway 3.7 5.6 4.8 4.7 5.0 4.7

Russia 12.9 19.0 17.4 10.6 7.3 4.7

China 5.3 3.3 3.9 4.3 3.0 4.0

Germany 3.4 4.1 4.1 3.7 2.7 3.3

Italy 4.8 4.1 4.0 3.0 2.2 2.6

Netherlands 3.7 5.2 3.3 2.9 1.8 2.3

Morocco 0.0 0.0 0.6 2.1 2.4 1.8

Japan 1.7 1.2 1.9 1.5 1.6 1.4

France & 
Monaco 2.2 2.2 1.8 1.7 1.2 1.4

Others 12.1 11.3 9.6 7.8 7.5 9.5
Total 65.2 72.3 67.2 58.2 47.0 52.3

Source:  GLOBEFISH 

Supply from China (+14.9%) and Thailand (+18.6%) 
also increased. With the growing popularity of sushi as a 
lunch box in the UK, shrimp imports for all categories and 
from all major sources increased this year. Supplies from 
the major Asian producers to the UK grew strongly - from 
India (+19.4%), Thailand (+47%), Bangladesh (+47.8%), 
Indonesia (+25%) and Viet Nam (+54.5%). Ecuador also 
continued to dominate the Italian market while Viet Nam 
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A major part of the Western Pacific skipjack resource, 
managed by the 8 countries of the Parties of the Nauru 
Agreement (PNA) is in the process of being certified by 
the Marine Stewardship Council.  The MSC has completed 
the assessment procedures and has recommended 
certification. Once this happens, tuna products from this 
fishery will have greater acceptability in supermarket 
trade, particularly in the Europe where the MSC logo 
is well known. Papua New Guinea, a member of PNA, 
already has a 0% duty agreement with EU markets for 
its tuna products. However, the International Seafood 
Sustainability Foundation (ISSF) has raised an objection 
to the PNA’s attempt to obtain MSC certification for the 
Western and Central Pacific purse seine skipjack fisheries, 
citing procedural irregularities and unreasonable scoring. 

Meanwhile Papua New Guinea has secured a 
concessional loan of USD 31.7 million from China to 
develop the Pacific Marine Industrial Zone (PMIZ) in 
Madang. The country has an ambitious plan to further 
develop its tuna processing industries in the country.

Coldstorage holdings
Tuna: Japan

Source: INFOFISH Trade News, GLOBEFISH AN 015000

Tuna under pressure from prices and environmental concerns

The skipjack raw material price reached its highest level at USD 2 100/tonnes cfr 
origin Bangkok at the end of September 2011, above the record level in mid 2008. 
Packers are concerned about consumer resistance given the current economic situation 
in Europe and the USA. The canned tuna market has also been under attack from 
environmentalists who are actively advocating that consumers and retailers buy and 
sell only pole and line caught or FAD-free sourced tuna. The UK was first to be targeted 
but the USA market, the largest market for canned tuna, is now the focus of attention. 
The price of yellowfin tuna raw material for canning has exceeded USD 3 000/tonne for 
canners in Asia/Pacific.  Following a difficult first half year, the consumption of sashimi 
tuna in Japan went up during the summer holiday season and the Obon festival in mid-
August. The USA non-canned tuna market remains price sensitive, probably in reaction 
to an over 9% unemployment rate.

In the Eastern Tropical Pacific region, the Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) granted Peru 
an additional 5 000 cubic meters of quota capacity for 
tuna fishing, making a total of 8 195 cubic meters.

Meanwhile, up to end of August 2011, the total 
estimated catch of tuna in the Eastern Pacific Ocean by 
purse seiners and pole-and-line vessels was recorded at 
394 057 tonnes, up around 22% against the same period of 
2010, mainly because of good catches of skipjack, which 
increased by over 72% this year.

Japanese sashimi market has improved for 
affordable products 

Consumption of sashimi tuna has improved in Japan 
recently, and retail trade and family style restaurants 
have reported good business for medium-priced red 
meat quality tuna but demand for expensive bluefin 
tuna remains restricted to high-end sashimi and sushi 
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restaurants. Since July, good quality purse seine caught 
yellowfin of Solomon Islands origin could be found in 
Tokyo supermarkets and demand has also increased. 
Taiwan Province of China purse seine vessels are also 
delivering more yellowfin to the retail sashimi trade, as 
well as pole-and-line-caught albacore and skipjack. 

Landings
Tuna:  Japan

....................Jan-Jun............................

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Bluefin
   Fresh 1.8 1.8 1.9 0.6 0.6 1.1

   Frozen 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.5 0.3

Albacore
   Fresh 4.1 4.1 23.9 26.6 20.8 23.4

   Frozen 7.9 7.9 1.8 6.5 3.4 4.4

Bigeye
   Fresh 4.2 4.2 3.3 3.0 1.6 1.4

   Frozen 9.5 9.5 11.0 9.1 8.1 8.7

Yellowfin
   Fresh 3.1 3.1 4.8 4.7 4.6 3.6

   Frozen 4.8 4.8 4.7 3.2 2.5 3.2

Skipjack
   Fresh 27.6 27.6 20.4 20.7 19.6 20.8

   Frozen 112.4 112.4 114.8 106.8 101.7 101.2

Total
   Fresh 40.8 40.8 64.4 58.6 47.3 50.3

   Frozen 135.0 135.0 132.5 124.7 116.2 117.8

Grand Total 209.6 175.7 196.9 183.3 163.5 168.0

During the first half of this year, imports of fresh 
and frozen tuna were 20% lower than last year at 111 941 
tonnes. The level of raw fish consumption has been very 
low since March, which is also reflected in the import 
volume of air-flown tuna during this period.

Trading of frozen tuna slowed down in the Tsukiji 
market after the Obon festival. However, prices are 
showing increases as supplies are down by almost 30% 
from imported sources compared with last year. Current 
demand is steady from supermarkets but low in the 
restaurant trade. Marketers expect some improvement in 
supplies from next month till the year end.

Japanese production of farmed tuna this year will be 
lower than the earlier forecast of 8 000 tonnes as a result 
of the damage caused by the typhoon to the farming 
facilities in Wakayama, Okinawa and Mei. The auction 
price in Tokyo for locally farmed bluefin increased by 
20-25% over last year. This price rise gives a competitive 
edge to the frozen southern bluefin (also farmed) from 

Imports
Frozen tuna:  Japan

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Yellowfin 47.4 44.1 50.1 22.9 24.8 22.7

Bigeye 77.8 77.1 73.9 39.6 41.6 32.1

Skipjack 33.5 53.3 59.6 32.0 32.5 20.4

S. bluefin 7.4 6.9 6.7 1.0 1.2 0.5

Albacore 8.0 8.5 23.2 3.1 7.5 9.4

N. Bluefin 4.2 4.0 1.8 3.7 0.9 1.6

Total 178.3 193.9 215.3 102.3 108.5 86.7
Source: INFOFISH

Imports
Fresh/chilled tuna:  Japan

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Yellowfin 15.5 15.5 16.1 8.3 7.9 7.6

Bigeye 15.0 15.2 11.6 7.8 5.8 5.6

Bluefin 4.4 5.8 4.0 2.8 2.2 1.2

S. bluefin 1.2 3.4 2.1 1.4 0.8 0.6

Albacore 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0

Skipjack 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Total 36.3 40.2 34.1 20.4 16.7 15.0
Source: National Statistics

Australia, which is 45-50% cheaper than Japanese farmed 
bluefin. Kaiten-sushi chains - the main users of Japanese 
farmed bluefin - are unlikely to absorb this price rise. 
If local fish supply does not improve, cheaper imported 
southern bluefin will be in demand during the October-
March high consumption season. Australian production 
of farmed tuna may increase to 6 000 tonnes in 2011, 
particularly if there is good demand in the Japanese 
market. Supplies of farmed bluefin from Spain and Mexico 
are forecast to be 20-30% lower than last year.

In comparison, prices of red meat tuna, particularly 
yellowfin, are stable, as lower supply from long liners 
is being filled from purse seiners. Local tataki skipjack 
is also another cheaper alternative, particularly in the 
retail trade, where consumers continue to move away 
from expensive bluefin to cheaper purse seine caught 
yellowfin and skipjack.

In the US market, the rising tuna price affected sales 
and imports of non-canned tuna, whether fresh air-flown 
or frozen; supplies fell below by 8% during the first half 
of 2011. The price of imports went up by 10-20%. Imports 
of the popular frozen tuna loins also declined from 10 

TUNA
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C&F prices
Canned tuna*: USA, EUROPE

* 48x6.5 oz Europe, 48x6 oz USA, chunk, origin Thailand 
Source: GLOBEFISH AN 11101, 11102

Imports
Fresh Tuna :  USA

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Albacore 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.3

Yellowfin 15.9 14.2 16.0 7.6 8.1 8.3

Bigeye 5.5 5.5 4.0 2.7 2.5 1.5

Bluefin 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.2

Skipjack 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Others 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.2

Total 22.7 20.8  21.3 11.0 11.3 10.5
Source:  NMFS

534 tonnes in 2010 to 8 986 tonnes in January-June. The 
average import price of frozen loins also increased by 
5-8% compared with last year. Consumers are avoiding 
buying tuna steaks; although popular, economic factors 
are a concern. The slow down in the restaurant trade also 
affected sales of fresh and frozen tuna loins and steaks 
in the US market.

Canned tuna

USA 

While the “Tuna the WonderFish” campaign to 
revive demand for canned tuna has shown some positive 
results, the industry is now facing further criticism from 
environmentalists. Recently Greenpeace launched an 
attack on canned tuna via a cartoon video that made 
strong claims about the sustainability of tuna used by 
major producers such as Bumble Bee, Chicken of the 
Sea and Starkist. The National Fisheries Institute (NFI) 
responded, saying the claims made by Greenpeace are 
not scientifically based and pose unrealistic solutions to 
by-catch problems. The US tuna industry also refuted 
Greenpeace’s claims.

 
According to AC Nielsen data, sales of canned tuna 

in the 12 month period from May 2010 to June 2011 were 
fractionally up at 33.6 million cases (33 million in 2010). 
In value terms, sales were marginally down at USD 1 714 
this year (USD 1 714 last year). However import figures 
showed the opposite trend, indicating that the sales 
figures probably reflect a carryover of stock from 2010. 

For the first half of 2011 canned tuna imports 
into the USA declined slightly by 2.8% in quantity, but 
significantly increased by 12.4% in value year on year, 
totaling 112 279 tonnes valued at USD 394.7 million. 
The decline in quantity can be attributed mainly to the 
significant drop (-15.8%) in imports of pouched tuna, 
while imports of canned tuna in oil sharply increased by 
26.4%. Imports of the popular light meat tuna in brine 
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Imports
Tuna pouches:  USA

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Thailand 19.3 16.5 21.6 11.5 11.7 9.7

Ecuador 13.5 11 13.3 5.2 6.5 5.8

Others 5.9 3.6 6.2 2.8 4.0 3.2

Total 38.7 31.1 41.1 19.5 22.2 18.7
Source:  NFMS: GLOBEFISH AN 11038

Imports
Canned tuna (excl. pouches):  USA

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Thailand 64.7 78.8 96.8 36.7 56.0 51.5

Philippines 25.9 25.1 22.4 14.8 11.1 14.1

Vietnam 14.6 13.1 17.8 7.1 11.5 12.0

Indonesia 13.5 13.1 13.7 7.7 8.3 6.3

Ecuador 0.7 1.6 3.4 1.1 1.7 3.6

Others 13.2 10.3 5.5 5.7 4.8 6.1

Total 132.6 142.0 159.6 73.1 93.4 93.5
Source:  NFMS: GLOBEFISH AN 11032

were virtually unchanged compared with last year. 
Imports from Thailand, the largest supplier, declined by 
9.7% and from Indonesia dropped by 23.6% in quantity, 
while imports from the Philippines, Viet Nam and Ecuador 
increased by 16.6%, 4.0% and 14.2% respectively during 
the reporting period.
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Imports
Tuna loins:  USA

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Thailand 14.9 10.1 26.8 4.7 13.2 14.2

Fiji 10.7 12.7 14.9 5.8 6.3 4.2

Trin & Tob 9.7 9.4 7.6 5.1 4.2 3.2

Ecuador 0.9 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0

Others 9.0 16.4 16.4 5.7 9.6 10.3

Total 45.2 48.7 64.8 21.3 33.5 31.9
Source:  NFMS: GLOBEFISH AN 11056

Per capita canned tuna consumption in the US 
increased to 2.7 lb/capita last year from 2.5 lb/capita in 
2009, according to the National Marine Fisheries Services 
(NMFS). Canned tuna remains the second most popular 
seafood in the USA after shrimp. However, consumption is 
still below the levels recorded in 2002 – 2005.

A recent ruling by the WTO said that labeling on 
canned tuna was more restrictive than necessary, giving 
some hope to Mexico’s claims against the USA for excluding 
tuna caught by Mexico from being sold in the USA because 
of concerns over damage to dolphins. Although the WTO 
panel said that US rules did not discriminate against 
Mexico, the panel’s decision could be a step towards 
imports in the future.

EU

The Eurozone debt crisis seems to have had little 
impact on the canned tuna trade into the EU as imports 
have been higher so far this year compared with the 
previous year. For the first semester 2011, canned tuna 
(HS160414 minus pre-cooked tuna loins) imports into the 
EU-27 from third countries increased by 6.1% in quantity 
and 21.3% in value year on year, amounting to 172 188 
tonnes valued at EUR 535.2 million (USD 753 million). 
Ecuador remained the top supplier of canned tuna into 
the EU, but this year it shipped 9% less, while imports 
from Thailand, the second largest supplier, increased 
remarkably by 23.4% in quantity during the reporting 
period. Imports from Mauritius and the Seychelles, the 
third and fourth largest suppliers also posted positive 
growths by 8.7% and 22.7% respectively this year. 

Supplies from other Asian countries were mixed: 
supplies from the Philippines declined by 9.7%, but 
were up from Indonesia by 58.6% and Viet Nam by 30%. 
Interestingly, although Papua New Guinea has a 0% import 
tariff rate in the EU, imports declined by 7.1% during the 
reporting period.

In the main EU markets, canned tuna imports also 
increased except in the UK where imports were 3.4% 

Imports
Canned tuna:  UK

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Thailand 14.6 16.8 13.6 9.7 7.4 13.4

Mauritius 27.2 22.9 28.8 9.2 15.7 11.3

Ghana 22.7 19.3 18.6 8.5 11.6 7.3

Seychelles 16.7 19.7 14.5 9.5 8.0 7.2

Philippines 19.2 16.4 14.0 8.5 8.9 6.0

Ecuador 18.9 7.4 4.1 3.1 2.7 5.8

Indonesia 1.4 0.7 1.5 0.3 1.0 1.2

France 4.0 2.7 2.3 1.2 1.4 0.6

Maldives 1.0 1.0 1.2 0.6 0.9 0.5

Others 18.3 9.2 9.6 4.3 4.0 6.2

Total 144.0 116.1 108.2 54.9 61.6 59.5
Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 11050

lower during the first six month of this year, totaling 59 
500 tonnes. Supplies from major ACP producers declined 
sharply, with supplies from Mauritius down by 28%, Ghana 
by 37% and Seychelles by 10%. Imports from Thailand, 
in contrast, increased sharply by 81% and it became 
the largest supplier into the UK overtaking Mauritius. 
Consumer resistance to the increasing canned tuna price 
this year was cited as the main reason for UK importers 
and retailers to look for cheaper alternative sources from 
Asia. With many UK supermarkets and suppliers such 
as John West now committed to selling tuna products 
sourced only from pole and line and non-FAD fisheries in 
the next few years, it is expected that the canned tuna 
market in the UK will continue to shrink further.

In contrast to the UK, canned tuna imports into 
Germany, Italy and France posted positive results with 
imports higher by 9.7%, 8.2% and 17.4% in quantity 
respectively during the reporting period. The Philippines 
was the largest supplier to Germany, followed by 
Ecuador, and imports from these two countries were up 
respectively by 13.5% and 12.8%. Meanwhile Spain did 
very well in the Italian and French markets. During the 
reporting period imports from Spain into Italy were up by 
16.7% and to France they increased by 51.7% in volume. 
Spanish branded products successfully competed against 
cheaper supermarket brands with attractive promotions 
and the introduction of innovative and well-priced 
products.

With the skyrocketing skipjack raw material price, 
however, many EU importers are waiting for better offers 
and are not making any moves towards new deals at the 
moment, despite having limited stocks. It is expected 
that a number of new deals may have been signed during 
the German Universal and Beverage Exhibition (ANUGA) 
in October this year.

TUNA
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Imports
Canned tuna: Germany

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Philippines 18.3 19.4 16.7 9.8 7.4 8.4

Ecuador 13.3 11.7 7.3 4.6 3.9 4.4

Papua NG 4.5 6.8 10.7 2.0 5.4 4.4

Indonesia 6.8 8.0 6.6 3.5 3.0 4.2

Seychelles 0.7 1.0 2.3 0.6 1.0 0.8

Thailand 7.5 3.6 2.8 2.0 1.0 1.8

Netherlands 22.6 8.5 8.9 5.1 4.4 3.6

Others 8.1 10.6 10.7 5.5 5.6 7.4

Total 81.8 69.6 66.0 33.1 31.8 34.9
Source:  EUROSTAT

Imports
Canned tuna:  France

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Spain 14.2 18.2 22.3 10.0 11.6 17.6

Seychelles 11.7 12.8 13.3 6.6 6.5 9.2

C. d’Ivoire 22.0 19.8 18.6 11.7 10.0 6.1

Madagascar 5.6 8.2 5.5 5.1 1.8 4.9

Senegal 0.9 1.8 0.8 0.9 0.4 0.1

Italy 2.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1

Others 27.1 40.4 35.4 22.0 20.0 21.3

Total 83.7 101.5 96.1 56.5 50.4 59.2
Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 11030

Imports
Canned tuna: Italy

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Spain 39.6 37.9 41.5 21.0 21.6 25.2

Colombia 10.5 8.9 8.0 4.2 5.3 5.6

Seychelles 5.5 4.9 7.1 3.0 3.1 2.7

Cote d’Ivoire 9.1 10.7 7.4 5.4 2.9 2.2

France 5.0 6.4 0.6 3.6 0.3 1.0

Portugal 2.1 1.8 1.8 0.8 0.5 0.8

Others 12.0 12.8 13.8 6.3 7.7 7.3

Total 83.8 83.4 80.2 44.3 41.4 44.8
Source:  GLOBEFISH 

Imports
Tuna loins: Italy

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Thailand 2.3 8.7 5.2 8.4 4.4 3.2

Ecuador 11.7 13.2 9.9 7.3 5.1 5.5

Colombia 5.4 2.0 1.4 0.8 0.2 1.5

Kenya 4.8 1.5 2.3 0.7 1.0 1.9

Others 12.6 11.8 14.3 4.9 8.9 6.8

Total 36.8 37.2 33.1 22.1 19.6 18.9
Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 11050

Imports
Tuna loins: Spain

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Ecuador 22.4 28.7 25.7 16.6 15.0 10.9

El Salvador 12.4 13.1 7.6 9.1 4.5 2.3

Thailand 3.5 6.6 5.6 6.6 4.9 10.1

Guatemala 1.5 5.7 8.7 2.7 4.5 2.9

Portugal 1.0 0.9 0.4 0.8 0.0 0.4

Colombia 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.0

Others 4.7 13.3 17.7 7.3 7.4 11.5

Total 46.2 68.9 66.1 43.4 36.4 38.1

ASIA

Thailand

Despite declines in shipments to the US and Middle 
East markets, Thai canned tuna exports posted positive 
growth during the first half of 2011. Up to June, canned 
tuna exports totaled 277 800 tonnes valued at THB 29.3 
billion (USD 981 million), marginally up by 1.3% in volume 
but significantly higher by 12.2% in value against the 
same period of last year. Exports to the main market 
USA dropped by 10.9% in volume. Owing to the current 
political unrest in some Middle East countries, exports 
to Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, and Algeria 
dropped significantly. Interestingly, exports to Syria grew 
marginally by 1.1% and to the UAE increased by 14.8%. 
Nevertheless, sharp increases in exports to other major 
markets, namely Canada (+17.4%), Australia (+14.1%), 
Japan (+26.8%) and the UK (+158%) have offset lower 
exports to the USA and Middle East markets.  

Japan

Demand for canned tuna in Japan posted significant 
growth for the first half of the year as a result of the March 
earthquake and tsunami. For the period of January-June, 
2011 canned tuna imports were up by 11.6% in quantity 
and 12.8% in value against the same period of 2010.  Under 
specific product categories, imports of canned yellowfin 
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TUNA NEWS
 
3rd PACIFIC TUNA FORUM 2011- LOUDER VOIC-
ES FROM THE PACIFIC  
The 3rd Pacific Tuna Forum (PTF) was held in Koror, Palau from 
6-7 September 2011. It was attended by close to 200 delegates 
from 31 countries. Thirty one speakers presented a wide 
range of topics from tuna resources and management issues 
in the Western Pacific ocean (WCPO), to trade and market 
as well as eco-labeling and technical issues. The third in this 
biennial event, the PTF has become an important platform to 
promote tuna products and investment opportunities of the 
Pacific Island countries (PICs) tuna industry.  

One of the important topics discussed at the Forum was the 
closer involvement of the PICs in harvesting their rich tuna 
resources by their own (domestic) fishing vessels, through 
nationalization of foreign fishing vessels or by increasing 
the capacity of domestic boats. These countries also want 
to develop downstream activities to enable them to gain 
more economic benefits from tuna harvested in the WCPO. 
As stressed during the opening speech by the Honourable Mr 
Kerai Marimur, Vice President of Palau, PICs unfortunately 
have not derived an equitable level of benefits from the 
harvesting of these resources. Meanwhile, the PNA (Federated 
States of Micronesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Tuvalu) has taken 
bold measures in recent years to protect their own tuna 
resources (particularly skipjack) sending a strong message 
to the global tuna industry. The President of PNA office, Dr. 
Transform Aqorau, said that foreign fishing vessels operating 
in PNA’s waters need to “shape up or ship out”. The PNA is 
also in the process of applying for the Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC) certification for its free school skipjack, which 
is now pending review by an independent adjudicator based 
on the objections received from some industry players.

The Interim Economic Partnership Agreement (IEPA) signed 
between the EU and PNG was also extensively discussed in 
various presentations. Tuna companies from Asia who build 
processing facilities in PNG indicated that without IEPA 
they will not be able to compete with products from Asian 
countries as the production costs in PNG are higher than in 
Thailand or the Philippines.  According to the President of 
Frabelle, the zero import duty granted by the EU is just 
enough to compensate for the higher production costs in PNG 
(USD 3 per case more than the production in General Santos). 

INFOFISH 3rd Pacific Tuna Forum is the prelude to INFOFISH 
World Tuna Trade Conference 2012 which will be held from 
23-25 May in Bangkok.

tuna increased by 15.5% and canned skipjack was 20.5% 
higher, but imports of the ‘other’ category dropped by 
16% in volume this year. Thailand took full advantage 
of the growing demand and managed to increase its 
shipments by almost 20%, followed by the Philippines 
(+10.4%), while imports from Indonesia declined slightly 
by 2% during the reporting period. 

Exports
Canned tuna:  Thailand

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

USA 94.9 112.7 117.3 48.1 59.8 53.3

Australia 39.7 32.4 41.0 15.3 20.6 23.6

Egypt 34.6 39.8 51.5 14.1 25.2 21.9

Canada 28.1 30.8 28.8 16.3 14.4 16.9

UK 15.8 17.0 13.9 9.7 6.2 16.0

Japan 28.3 24.3 23.5 12.9 11.6 14.8

Saudi Arabia 19.6 17.0 18.7 7.1 12.0 10.2

Libya 33.8 33.7 20.5 15.5 11.1 4.2

South Africa 8.4 9.8 11.3 5.6 4.9 4.6

Germany 6.4 3.6 5.4 1.7 2.8 1.8

Others 196.5 164.3 203.6 85.8 106.1 110.5

Total 506.1 485.4 535.5 232.1 274.7 277.8

Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 10080

Japan: Imports of Canned, Prepared/Preserved 
Total ............Jan-Jun............

2010 2011 2010

tonnes Million tonnes Million tonnes Million 

JPY JPY JPY

Canned yellowfin tuna 

 Thailand 14 481 5 975 8 406 3 326 6 846 2 825

 Philippines 4 628 1 701 2 486 1 006 2 100 756

 Indonesia 5 086 2 328 2 102 997 2 344 1 124

 Vietnam 309 94 89 27 120 39

Sub total * 24 568 10 146 13 209 5 433 11 436 4 763

Canned skipjack/bonito

 Philippines 235 84 132 45 114 40

 Indonesia 3 082 1 483 1 822 899 1 488 680

 Thailand 8 831 3 544 5 200 2 092 4 309 1 739

Sub total* 12 211 5 138 7 173 3 044 5 953 2 479
Others

 Thailand 3 386 1 294 1 666 651 1 582 562

 Philippines 1 630 698 669 288 764 313

 Indonesia 385 148 105 47 281 101

 Vietnam 1 155 541 389 199 736 323

Sub total* 6 772 2 801 2 944 1 246 3 506 1 377

Grand Total 43 551 18 085 23 326 9 723 20 895 8 619

Source: Japan Customs

Outlook

Following the news that the amount of Atlantic 
bluefin tuna traded last year exceeded the official 
quota by 141%, the Pew Foundation has called for an 
electronic system of documentation to track the fish 
from sea to plate.

Towards the end of October the prices of tuna still 
remain high so it is uncertain whether they will come 
down closer to the end of the year, although skipjack 
prices seem to be softening a little.

TUNA
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GROUNDFISH

Price stability and good supply made whitefish a good alternative 
in the market 

Whitefish supply is expected to improve by around 4% this year as stocks remain healthy. 
This could lead to a slight price decrease and promotion efforts will be needed to ensure 
all the fish in the market is sold. In the second quarter price stability made whitefish a 
good alternative for value-added processing as well as for customer purchases. Global 
Alaska pollock supply increased by 300 000 tonnes, and also cod and hake figures will 

While some groundfish stocks are recovering now 
because of good management of these fisheries, others 
are still suffering from the effects of overfishing. In the 
USA, stocks off New Enland are showing signs of recovery 
and, in the EU, where proposals for 2012 fishing quotas 
were published recently, several Atlantic and North Sea 
groundfish stocks had quota increases  - certain cod 
stocks were increased by 141%, as well as haddock (25%), 
hake (15%), sole (9%) and megrim (8%). However, the 
Commission also proposed a ban for 2012 for cod in the 
west of Scotland, the Irish Sea and the Kattegat, where 
stocks have collapsed because of overfishing.

The European Commission says that overall 88% of 
European stocks are overexploited and 30% in danger of 
collapse. If the EU do not reform the Common Fisheries 
Policy and reduce overfishing, only 8% of the 136 major 
stocks in EU waters would be at sustainable levels by 
2022, the Commissioner for Fisheries warned.

 
In July the European Commission published its 

Communication on the Reform of the Common Fisheries 
Policy. This proposal includes a phased introduction of 
transferable fishing concessions for vessels above 12 
metres, giving guarantees of quota shares for a minimum 
of 15 years. Discards will be phased out, with new rules 
that boats are expected to land all the fish caught. From 

2015 the rules would apply to groundfish stocks such as 
cod, hake and sole. 

A report from the European Union Fish Processors 
and Traders (AIPCE-CEP), published in September, says 
that EU dependency on imported whitefish is 89%, while 
the overall average level for seafood imports is 62%. 

USA

In New England, the new sector management system 
for the groundfish fleet is performing as expected, trying 
to bring to an end overfishing of cod, haddock, flounder 
and pollock. As a result, it generated more revenue for 
the fishing fleet, according to NOAA, showing that the 
gross revenue for all the species increased more than 
10%. However, an independent review, commissioned by 
NOAA and published in April, concluded that the whole 
regulatory process was still in need of reform. More 
recent reports have come to similar conclusions as well, 
indicating that the groundfish fleet is facing hardship 
as fewer boats land greater percentages of quotas. In 
October, Congressional hearings will be held to consider 
the impact of new regulations in Massachusetts.

NOAA released the results of the Bering Sea/Aleutian 
Islands Groundfish Survey that was carried out prior to 

C&F prices
Groundfish blocks: USA

Source: GLOBEFISH AN 010805, 010806, 010834
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setting the allowable catch quotas for various groundfish 
species. There were slight decreases in biomass of Alaska 
pollock and rock sole compared with the same figures of 
2010, and slight increases for other four species (Alaska 
plaice, Greenland turbot, Pacific cod and yellowfin sole). 
Quotas will only be announced after meetings to be held 
in December. 

This year the US Alaska pollock “B” season harvest 
has been somewhat unusual. Of a total quota of 739 558 
tonnes, only 70% had been caught by the beginning of 
September compared with almost 90% in 2010. Reasons 
for the slowdown include having to avoid chinook and 
chum salmon by-catch, fewer fish and smaller sized fish. 
Another possibility is the rise in bottom temperature in 
the Eastern Bering Sea, causing stocks to move further 
north. It will be difficult to predict the 2012 quota.

Surimi

Early predictions, based on increased quotas for 
Alaska pollock and hake, anticipating a good supply of 
surimi this year have not materialsed and  estimates 
are now much lower than expected. This could have an 
impact on the surimi market. Pollock surimi production is 
likely to increase by only 30 000 tonnes to 135 000 tonnes 
in 2011, which is half the increase expected.  Hake 

Monthly Alaska pollack* prices in Europe, 
origin: Russian Federation/USA 

Source: EPR 
*frozen fillets, skinless, boneless

GROUNDFISH

Imports
Cod-like groundfish:  USA

..........Jan-Dec.......... ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

( 1 000 tonnes)

Fillets

China 71.0 74.8 74.6 38.2 34.4 42.2

Iceland 6.6 6.5 9.2 5.1 5.0 3.5

Canada 2.3 2.4 5.3 2.3 2.6 2.1

Norway 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.4 0.3

Russian Fed. * * * 0.8 6.5 2.4

Others 5.9 4.7 10.8 2.4 1.3 1.6

Total 86.6 89.2 100.7 49.4 50.2 52.1

Blocks/Slabs

China 35.2 38.9 35.9 21.4 18.1 17.3

Russian Fed. 1.3 2.9 1.2 1.8 0.8 0.6

Iceland 0.9 1.0 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.3

Argentina 2.3 1.4 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.2

Canada 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.1

Norway 0.2 0.6 0.8 0.1 0.4 0.5

Others 1.4 1.4 1.8 0.9 1.0 0.0

Total 42.0 46.7 41.5 25.7 21.0 20.0

Gr. Total 128.6 135.9 142.2 75.1 71.2 72.1
Source: NMFS
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Imports
Frozen Alaska pollock fillets: Germany

..........Jan-Dec.......... ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

( 1 000 tonnes)

China 89.5 85.5 87.7 45.3 43.7 45.5

USA 53.3 28.0 36.3 13.5 18.4 22.7

Russian.F. 28.9 21.5 17.6 13.2 9.1 8.5

Others 6.5 7.5 4.9 3.8 2.7 2.4

Total 178.2 142.5 146.5 75.8 73.9 79.1
Source: Eurostat

Imports
Frozen Alaska pollock fillets: France

..........Jan-Dec.......... ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2009 2010 2011

( 1 000 tonnes)

China 21.7 22.2 23.1 12.9 9.8 14.6

USA 7.9 6.0 5.2 3.1 2.5 5.2

Germany 4.2 2.7 4.0 1.2 1.9 3.0

Russian Fed. 7.1 5.8 5.3 3.4 2.4 2.9

Others 0.6 1.0 2.0 0.6 0.7 0.1

Total 41.5 37.7 39.6 21.1 17.3 25.8
Source: National Trade Statistics

surimi production is likely to drop as well. These lower 
expectations are also in part because of lower output 
from South America. Production of surimi from hake, hoki 
and whiting from Chile and Argentina is likely to be less 
than 10 000 tonnes this year compared with around 15 
000 tonnes in 2010.
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GROUNDFISH

Monthly Cod fillet block prices, skinless, 
boneless, in Germany, Origin: Poland/Norway

Source: GLOBEFISH

Production of low grade surimi has been decreasing 
as well because of poor fishing in some Asian countries 
and a reduction in  demand by Japan, resulting in higher 
prices for these grades. If this trend continues, production 
may drop to balance supply and demand in the market. 

In Japan, frozen pollock surimi supply was reported 
to be down by 11% to 23 347 tonnes since the earthquake 
and tsunami and down 7% on 2010. Surimi consumption 
is estimated to drop by 12 000 tonnes and estimations 
predict a 3 000 to 5 000 tonnes loss in inventory as a 
result of the after effects of the tsunami. 

Iceland: cod stocks reaching higher levels of 
biomass

In May the Marine Research Institute (Hafro) in 
Iceland reported that cod stocks were getting stronger 
and this was confirmed in July when a quota of 177 000 
tonnes was announced for 2011-2012 – an increase of about 10%. The season got underway on 1 September. 

This should bring more cod to the market, and although 
competition from pangasius fell on lower production, 
producers will have to plan their strategies carefully 
if they do not want to lose market share. The haddock 
quota has been reduced by 5 000 tonnes to 40 000 tonnes, 
slightly less than predicted.  Iceland’s pollock quota was 
set at 52 000 tonnes, which is slightly higher than the 
2010-2011 quota. 

During the period January-June 2011, the value of 
the Icelandic demersal catch increased to a total value 
of ISK 48.4 billion. The value of cod was ISK 24.2 billion, 
haddock 6.2 billion, and red fish 6.3 billion. 

Norway had record high exports in first half 
of 2011

The NSEC stated that value of exports during the 
first half-year of 2011 totalled EUR 3.3 billion, scoring 
the highest export value ever registered for a semester. 
Exports of salted cod increased in value by EUR 18.95 
million to a total of EUR 91.8 million (26% up on higher 
prices). Exports of clipfish totalled EUR 206.3 million, 
up by 6%, mainly because of good prices of cod clipfish 
exports to Portugal. Exports of fresh cod products went 
up by 16% in value, reaching a total of EUR 102.2 million. 
Saithe quotas are lower than in 2010 and catches fell. 
Low landings together with a strong demand for salted 
fish caused prices to increase, a trend that is expected to 
continue for the time being. 

Russia: except for pollock, lower whitefish 
volumes expected in the market

By the end of the first semester of 2011, Russia had 
fished almost 84% of the total TAC in the western North 
Pacific, with a final volume of about 710 000 tonnes of 
pollock. Lower volumes of whitefish, therefore, can be 

Imports
Frozen cod fillets: Germany

..........Jan-Dec.......... ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

( 1 000 tonnes)

China 11.6 6.3 9.2 4.2 3.6 6.7

Poland 2.2 2.6 5.5 0.9 3.8 2.2

Denmark 3.0 2.2 2.8 0.9 1.5 1.9

Russia 0.9 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.3

Iceland 0.2 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3

Norway 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.1

Others 2.7 2.1 2.2 1.4 1.0 0.9

Total 20.7 14.6 21.1 8.1 10.7 12.5
Source: Eurostat

Imports
Frozen cod: UK

..........Jan-Dec.......... ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

( 1 000 tonnes)

Iceland 14.2 19.3 16.8 9.5 8.7 9.3

Norway 12.0 9.3 13.6 6.6 8.1 9.1

China 21.4 13.8 13.5 6.7 6.2 7.7

Germany 3.7 1.1 6.3 0.8 3.3 4.3

Denmark 9.0 7.3 5.9 3.6 3.5 3.7

Faroe Is. 4.9 4.6 5.0 2.1 3.0 3.6

Russian Fed. 3.9 6.5 7.5 3.5 2.9 1.9

Poland 3.8 3.9 2.2 2.7 1.3 1.1

Others 6.0 3.4 3.6 1.0 1.7 1.4

Total 79.0 69.3 74.4 36.5 38.7 42.1
Source: Seafish/national trade statistics 
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with 2010.  Landings of hoki up to July totaled 17 800 
tonnes, an increase of 54.5% compared with the same 
period of 2010.

In Uruguay, the export value of hake products in 
period January-June 2011 reached USD 43 million, which 
represents a 25.6% increase compared with same period 
in 2101. In terms of volume, figures have remained 
practically unchanged in both periods (15 652 tonnes in 
2011, and 15 316 tonnes in 2010). 

The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries in 
Ecuador is considering the technical and economic 
feasibility of conducting a hake fishery in the nation’s 
waters. However, further research will be undertaken 
to evaluate the groundfish biomass, including hake, in 
Ecuadorian waters.

Southern Africa - opportunities and 
overexploitation

 
In July a deal between the South African fishing 

company Oceanfresh and retail giant Walmart was agreed. 
Oceanfresh will supply hake fillets from sustainably 
managed stocks to 500 Walmart stores in the USA. This 
will enable Oceanfresh to expand production and create 
more much needed jobs in the sector.

 
In Namibia, however, recent press reports say 

scientists are warning that foreign interests may be 
putting too much pressure on already vulnerable hake 
stocks. It is estimated that only 13% as many hake are 
left compared with biomass levels in the 1960s.

Outlook

It is likely that cod, among other groundfish species, 
will remain a preferred fish by consumers, and prices 
should increase despite good supply: cod will remain the 
most expensive whitefish. Iceland has already confirmed 
that its stocks are increasing and together with higher 
stocks in other Nordic countries this makes cod fishing 
almost exclusively concentrated in the North Atlantic. 
From a share of one-third of the global cod market in the 
eighties, 90% of all cod are now fished in that area.

Higher levels of groundfish stocks will bring more 
fish to the market, forcing companies to adopt strategies 
not only to compete with other species, but also to reach 
new markets and consumers. Prices of other commercial 
fish species are expected to go up pressed by feed costs, 
creating new opportunities in the market for groundfish 
species, especially hake, as it faces competition from 
pangasius, especially in the catering sector. New added 
value products to compete in the market are reported by  
on their way.

expected for the second semester. It has been announced 
that Russia Bering Sea pollock and Russia Sea of Okhotsk 
pollock fisheries are being assessed by the MSC and are 
now in the information gathering phase of the assessment. 

Groundfish landings in South American 
countries show mixed picture

Landings of hubbsi hake in Argentina from January 
to September 2011 were lower than the same period last 
year. This year´s landings were 194 082 tonnes, while last 
year´s were 204 907 tonnes, thus showing a decline in 
landings of 5.28%. The lower landings can be explained 
mainly by lower catches this September, with a decline 
of 54% compared with September 2010. With regard to 
exports, from January to June 54 458 tonnes were sent 
abroad, with an average price of 2.8/kg and reaching a 
value of USD 152.7 million. This is a decline in volume 
of 20.10%, while value declined by 0.7%. The average 
price increased by 24.3%. Southern hake showed an 
improvement in landings this year 5.9% (2 126 tonnes) in 
the January-September period. 

Hoki landings showed a significant decrease 
compared with the period from January to September 
2010. This year´s landings amounted to 52 778 tonnes, 
showing a decline of 14%. However, exports over the same 
period increased compared with the previous year. Export 
volume reached 10 332 tonnes by 1 July, an increase of 
8.3%. The average price for that period was 2.28/kg, an 
increase of 12.9%, and export reached a value of USD 
23.5 million, an increase of 22.3%.

In terms of international trade, Argentina has 
lowered its export tariffs for processed products of hake, 
shrimp and squid. The reduction is applicable for six 
months.

Chilean landings of Pacific hake up to July were 
higher than last year´s, with an increase of 4.4% 
compared with the same period of 2010. Southern hake 
landings declined by 17%, with landings of 10 000 tonnes 
and three-fin hake landings declined by 54.5% compared 

GROUNDFISH

Imports
Frozen hake fillets: Germany

..........Jan-Dec.......... ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

( 1 000 tonnes)

USA 6.2 6.8 4.8 2.4 2.8 2.4

Argentina 3.5 3.6 2.2 1.9 1.3 0.3

Peru 3.7 4.1 4.4 1.6 2.3 2.1

Chile 1.5 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0

Others 5.9 4.9 3.8 2.6 1.9 2.3

Total 20.8 19.8 15.2 8.8 8.2 7.1
Source: Eurostat
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CEPHALOPODS

Lack of supplies pushes octopus prices up

Since the Spanish octopus season opened again in 
July, landings have been disappointing. Galician landings 
fell by over 40% compared with the same period in 2010. 
Consequently, prices are higher. Average prices in Galicia 
were up by as much as 50%, and are predicted to go even 
higher.

However, this development has not yet been 
reflected in the import statistics. Imports during the first 
half of the year were in fact somewhat lower than in 
2010.

On other markets, trade was also down during the 
first six months of the year. Japan’s imports of octopus 
during this period were down by 14% compared with 
the same period in 2010. However, there were some 
important changes in the major suppliers’ market shares. 
Mauritania is shipping more octopus to Japan this year, 
while Moroccan exports to Japan are down sharply. 

On the Italian market, supplies from imports were 
stable during the first half of the year at just over 22 
000 tonnes. But again, Morocco experienced a drop in 
shipments by over 50% compared with last year, while 
Tunisia, Mexico and some other countries have been 
exporting larger quantities to Italy in 2011. 

Octopus prices are up and this has finally become 
visible also for octopus wholesale prices in Japan, which  
have fluctuated between USD 12 and USD 14 per kg for 
larger sizes and between USD 9 and USD 11 for smaller 
sizes. On the European market, some price increases are 

Monthly octopus prices, whole, frozen, in 
Spain, Origin: Morocco

Source: EPR

Wholesale prices
Octopus: Japan

Source: INFOFISH Trade News, GLOBEFISH AN 10507

Relief for Falklands/Malvinas at good squid season 

Octopus supply was somewhat down in the first half of 2011, especially from Morocco, 
with prices rising on shorter supply. Squid is faring better this year, with relatively 
good catches off South America, while cuttlefish remains stable. 

Imports
Octopus:  Spain

.............Jan-Dec............ .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Morocco 23.2 20.0 16.6 12.9 11.8 7.9

Mauritania 4.5 9.2 3.8 4.4 2.1 3.1

Portugal 2.2 1.1 1.9 0.6 0.7 1.0

Senegal 0.6 0.9 1.1 0.3 0.4 0.7

Viet Nam 1.6 1.7 1.7 0.7 0.9 0.5

China 1.8 3.7 3.0 1.9 0.2 0.2

Others 8.7 6.7 8.1 2.1 4.8 4.1

Total 42.6 43.3 36.1 22.9 20.9 17.5
Source:   GLOBEFISH AN 10452

Imports
Octopus:  Japan

.............Jan-Dec............ .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Mauritania 12.6 26.5 16.2 11.0 5.7 6.3

China 6.7 5.5 9.4 2.1 4.1 3.7

Morocco 10.9 13.8 10.8 7.5 6.7 2.7

Viet Nam 5.5 3.7 3.4 2.1 1.3 1.4

Spain 2.7 3.0 1.8 0.9 0.6 0.9

Thailand 1.2 1.4 1.0 0.8 0.5 0.6

Others 5.1 2.3 2.1 0.8 0.4 1.0

Total 44.7 56.2 44.7 25.2 19.3 16.6
Source: GLOBEFISH AN 10438
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Malvinas’ exports to Spain were slightly down, though, 
but Argentinean exports to Spain bounced back after a 
total absence last year.  

Cuttlefish 

Cuttlefish supplies appear to be adequate for 
market demand at the moment. India reports close to a 
20% growth in cuttlefish exports and higher prices. At the 
same time, Chile has announced plans to start cuttlefish 
processing at a new processing plant in Coronel. The plant 
will produce both cuttlefish and giant squid products, 
aiming for the USA and EU markets.

Japan’s imports of cuttlefish have, however, dropped 
in 2011. During the first half of the year, imports declined 
by 22.5%.

expected, as prices have been relatively low for some 
time, although for some sizes there have been price 
increases in recent months. 

The diminishing supplies of wild-caught octopus 
have once again revived interest in octopus farming. In 
Mexico, raising octopus in captivity using a new method 
has been revealed by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Livestock. It is hoped that this new technology will be 
able to produce large amounts of octopus of the right 
market size in the future. 

Squid

On the squid market, the supply situation is somewhat 
brighter. The Argentinean fishery, which was closed on 31 
August after a good season, supplied adequate amounts 
of squid to the market. Between 1 April and 26 August, 
landings were almost 60% above landings during the same 
period in 2010.  

This improved supply situation was to some extent 
reflected in imports. Japan imported almost 23% more 
squid during the first half of 2011 than in the same period 
in 2010. However, it should be noted that most of the 
increase in imports came from China, which increased its 
shipments of squid to Japan by 23.5%. Peru also increased 
its squid exports to Japan during this period. 

Spanish imports also increased but only slightly. 
2011 imports were up by only 1.4%, while Italian imports 
increased by 8%, to 56 700 tonnes. US imports were 
slightly down, as US domestic supplies are quite good 
and the need for imports has declined a little. The main 
supplier to the USA is still China, by a wide margin. 

The good fishing season in South America (Falkland 
Islands/Malvinas and Argentina) is reflected in strong 
export figures during the first half of 2011. Falkland Is/

CEPHALOPODS

Imports
Octopus:  Italy

.............Jan-Dec............ .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Morocco 14.5 16.2 9.2 9.3 6.0 2.9

Spain 8.2 7.6 9.6 3.8 4.6 4.5

Mauritania 1.4 6.6 2.2 2.8 1.2 1.1

Viet Nam 4.5 4.3 4.3 1.8 2.1 1.6

Indonesia 4.0 2.8 4.1 1.7 2.1 2.4

Senegal 3.4 4.9 2.9 1.7 1.1 1.8

Thailand 2.8 2.8 1.2 1.3 0.7 0.4

Tunisia 0.8 1.0 1.9 0.6 0.6 2.2

Mexico 2.2 3.1 5.8 0.1 1.0 2.4

Others 9.1 5.5 6.0 2.6 2.6 3.4

Total 50.9 54.8 47.2 25.7 22.0 22.7
Source: GLOBEFISH AN 10457

Imports
Squid:  Japan

.............Jan-Dec............ .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

China 26.1 23.7 26.6 11.1 12.3 15.2

Peru 12.8 10.4 4.8 6.8 2.1 4.7

Thailand 7.1 6.8 7.6 3.1 4.2 3.7

Viet Nam 5.5 5.5 5.4 2.7 2.7 2.3

Argentina 6.3 3.0 0.4 2.2 0.3 0.4

USA 3.9 4.0 6.3 1.6 2.0 1.9

New Zealand 0.9 1.4 0.5 1.3 0.4 0.2

India 1.2 1.3 2.1 0.5 0.8 1.0

Korea Rep. 0.8 0.4 1.0 0.3 0.3 0.3

Morocco 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.0

Taiwan PC 0.2 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.2 0.3

Others 2.8 2.2 3.3 0.8 0.2 1.8

Total 67.8 59.1 59.4 30.7 25.9 31.8
Source:   GLOBEFISH AN 10437, *) included under others

Imports
Squid:  Spain

.............Jan-Dec............ .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Falkland/Malv. 45.6 34.2 51.3 16.2 20.9 19.4

Argentina 54.4 28.1 23.3 15.4 0.0 10.8

India 15.5 15.1 22.3 6.2 10.9 8.0

China 6.7 14.1 30.1 3.6 5.3 6.4

Morocco 3.3 4.0 5.0 2.0 3.1 3.6

South Africa 4.5 3.7 4.6 2.0 2.9 2.4

Peru 1.2 3.0 12.5 1.4 6.7 0.5

USA 2.2 1.5 3.2 0.3 1.4 0.2

Others 17.0 10.0 15.0 5.4 5.5 6.2

Total 150.4 113.7 167.5 52.5 56.7 57.5
Source:   GLOBEFISH AN 10450
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CEPHALOPODS

Prices of cuttlefish have been steadily rising since the 
beginning of 2007, and there is no sign that they will fall 
in the immediate future. One of the reasons for the high 
cuttlefish prices is that cold storage holdings have been 
very low for some time now. Squid prices, in contrast, 
seem to have stabilized at a lower level, although there 

Imports
Squid:  Italy

.............Jan-Dec............ .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Spain 22.1 27.4 29.2 14.9 15.8 15.4

Thailand 23.4 22.3 20.7 11.0 11.6 11.9

Argentina 10.0 4.7 4.1 2.4 2.1 2.2

S. Africa 3.7 4.8 5.2 2.3 2.9 3.0

India 3.5 4.2 9.3 2.0 4.3 4.2

Peru 0.9 2.5 1.7 2.0 1.2 0.2

Others 23.3 20.4 29.8 8.0 10.7 12.4

Total 86.9 86.3 100.0 42.6 48.6 49.3
Source:   GLOBEFISH AN 10455

Imports
Squid:  USA

.............Jan-Dec............ .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

China 27.7 26.1 37.4 11.9 15.4 16.9

Rep. Korea 5.4 5.9 5.4 3.9 3.5 2.4

Thailand 8.2 4.7 4.5 2.7 2.3 1.9

India 6.9 3.8 5.1 1.9 2.5 1.8

Peru 2.0 3.2 2.8 1.6 1.6 1.4

Taiwan PC 5.4 6.9 4.1 3.4 2.7 1.3

New Zealand 1.0 1.0 3.1 0.6 0.8 0.7

Others 8.5 4.5 4.1 2.6 2.2 2.8

Total 65.1 56.1 66.5 28.6 31.0 29.3
Source:   GLOBEFISH AN 10459

Imports
Cuttlefish:  Japan

.............Jan-Dec............ .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Thailand 8.3 7.5 6.9 1.6 3.4 2.7

Viet Nam 4.5 4.0 3.9 1.0 1.7 1.4

Morocco 2.2 2.8 3.2 0.2 1.8 0.9

Malaysia 1.7 1.9 1.8 0.4 0.9 0.7

Korea Rep. 0.6 0.8 0.5 0.1 0.3 0.3

Others 2.4 2.0 2.7 0.5 0.8 0.9

Total 19.7 19.0 18.9 3.8 8.9 6.9
Source: GLOBEFISH AN 10439

Imports
Cuttlefish: Italy

.............Jan-Dec............ .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

France 5.6 3.7 6.3 2.1 3.4 3.8

Tunisia 4.1 3.5 5.5 1.8 2.9 3.4

Spain 4.6 5.3 4.5 2.1 2.1 1.7

Morocco 1.0 2.9 1.9 1.4 1.1 1.5

Senegal 1.9 2.3 2.2 1.0 1.0 1.1

Viet Nam 1.0 0.6 0.7 0.2 0.2 0.6

India 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.4

China 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.2

Others 5.7 4.8 4.3 2.5 2.3 1.7

Total 25.2 24.5 26.5 11.8 13.6 14.4
Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 10439

are of course some fluctuations.

Italian cuttlefish imports, which have been fairly 
stable at around 25 000 tonnes a year, were up slightly in 
the first half of 2011. Imports into Spain are expected to 
be relatively stable, too, at just under 50 000 tonnes for 
the full year. Prices on this market are somewhat higher 
than last year.  

Outlook

Several closed seasons are currently in force. 
Agentinia closed its squid fishery at the end of August and 
the South African squid fishery has an annual closure for 
a month during October - November. In Peru, the octopus 
fishery is closed for three months from mid October and 
marketing and processing is also banned. India’s exports 
of frozen squid and fresh cuttlefish provided good dollar 
returns in the 2010-11 financial year and predictions are 
that squid landings are expected to increase in the 2011-
12 season.

     

Squid 
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Tilapia imports increase in major markets

Demand for tilapia continues at a steady pace worldwide, in spite of supply hiccups in 
the largest producing country China. Both major traditional markets and non-traditional 
markets imported larger quantities in the first half of 2011. Prices have strengthened 
alongside rising demand, higher production and processing costs, and static supply. 
FAO forecasts for global tilapia production reached 3.7 million tonnes in 2010, with  
Chinese production remaining steady between 1.1 and 1.2 million tonnes while other 
countries increased their production.

TILAPIA

China

Tilapia exports from China during the first half 
of 2011 grew by 2.1% from the same period last year 
reaching close to 140 000 tonnes of which 45% were 
frozen fillets.  Exports of this category, however, fell by 
22% while exports of whole frozen and breaded tilapia 
grew by 59% and 7% respectively. 

On the whole, prices have strengthened along with 
tightening supply and harsh weather conditions. The 
average export price of whole frozen tilapia, frozen fillet 
and breaded tilapia grew to some extent considering the 
low starting level, by 21%, 26% and 37.4% to reach USD 
1.88/kg, USD 4.37/kg and USD 3.60/kg respectively. 

While China’s fish processing industry continued 
to depend on imported raw material, exports of locally 
farmed tilapia expanded worldwide. Under the whole 
frozen category, higher exports went to African nations 
such as Cameroon, Ghana, Congo and Namibia. The 
United Arab Emirates also imported close to 1 050 tonnes 
of whole frozen tilapia during January-June 2011.  

The ban imposed by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries in Jamaica on tilapia imports has been lifted as a 
result of the strong pressure from local users in the hotel 
and fast-food sectors. Local fillet is priced at around JMD 
450 (USD 5.20)/lb compared with JMD 210 (USD 2.454)/lb 
for frozen tilapia of Chinese origin. 

USA

The popularity of tilapia in the US market was 
further confirmed when it moved up one place to the 
fourth most popular seafood. According to data released 
by the National Fisheries Institute (NFI), per capita 
consumption of tilapia increased from 1.21 lbs in 2009 
to 1.45 lbs in 2010. Last year, the combined value of US 
imports of tilapia and pangasius, both tropical freshwater 
fish, exceeded USD 1 billion. 

US imports of high value fresh/chilled (air-flown) 
tilapia fillet declined by 6.6% both in quantity and value 
during the first six months of 2011 against the same 

period last year. Imports from major suppliers Costa Rica 
and Ecuador declined by 45.5% and 1.3% respectively, 
while shipments from Honduras, another major exporter, 
increased by almost 20%. Taiwan Province of China, the 
only supplier from Asia, managed to double its exports 
from 105 tonnes last year to over 218 tonnes this year.

However, supplies of whole frozen tilapia from 
China declined by nearly 11% from a year ago bringing 
the total volume of whole frozen tilapia imports down by 
15.5%. Similarly imports of frozen fillet also weakened 
by 10% from the same period in 2010. In addition, 
supply constraints and demand from domestic markets 
of producing countries have also been taking away some 
share from exports, as prices offered in domestic trade in 
China are much higher. 

 
Meanwhile, representatives of the aquaculture 

industry reported that prices of tilapia in Taiwan PC, 
which saw a significant drop in 2009, have risen this year 
as a result of the economic recovery. The southern city of 
Tainan, the major production area for tilapia, accounts 
for 25-30% of the total amount of fish farmed in Taiwan 

Imports
Fresh Tilapia Fillets:  USA

...........Jan-Dec............ ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Honduras 8.3 6.5 7.2 3.2 3.5 4.2

Ecuador 8.5 9.1 7.9 4.8 4.1 4.1

Costa Rica 5.6 5.7 5.8 2.9 3.2 1.7

El Salvador 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2

Taiwan PC 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2

Brazil 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1

Others 5.2 2.2 1.9 1.0 1.2 1.2

Total 29.2 24.4 23.7 12.4 12.5 11.7

Source: GLOBEFISH
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Wholesale price
Tilapia fillets: USA

Source: Oil World, GLOBEFISH AN 11702, 11706
*) origin South America; **) origin China

Imports
Whole Frozen Tilapia:  USA

..............Jan-Dec.............. ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

China 29.0 29.7 22.9 11.9 11.3 10.1

Taiwan PC 15.9 13.2 16.3 7.3 7.5 5.9

Thailand 3.3 0.9 0.5 0.6 1.0 0.3

Others 1.4 0.4 1.2 0.3 0.2 0.6

Total 49.6 44.2 40.9 20.1 20.0 16.9
Source:  GLOBEFISH, *) included  under others

PC. Taiwan PC is a global leader in tilapia farming and 
exports the fish to the US, Europe, the Republic of Korea, 
Japan and the Middle East. In addition to the economic 
recovery, the earthquake in Japan has also led to increased 
demand for izumi dai or sashimi quality Taiwanese tilapia 
and has boosted the export price. 

A trend that is gaining further momentum is the 
absorption by major Asian producers such as Indonesia, 
the Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand and Bangladesh 
of much of their tilapia production in their domestic 
markets. 

 Malaysian entrepreneurs continue to use innovation 
as a key to marketing their products, including tilapia 
products. One such initiative is the production of pickled 
tilapia, a roasted rice-and-salt-coated delicacy popular in 
rural areas and now available in farmers’ market and city 
supermarkets nationwide. Almost a tonne is processed 
every month but demand has increased recently. Pickled 
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Imports
Frozen Tilapia Fillets:  USA

.............Jan-Dec............ ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010

(1 000 tonnes)

China 87.2 100.7 135.5 44.9 57.5 51.9

Indonesia 9.6 8.8 10.2 4.0 4.6 4.0

Taiwan PC 2.1 2.3 2.2 1.1 1.0 0.8

Ecuador 0.5 1.1 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.2

Thailand 0.4 0.7 1.1 0.2 0.5 0.4

Others 0.8 1.2 1.1 0.7 0.6 0.6

Total 100.6 114.8 150.8 51.4 64.5 57.9
Source:  GLOBEFISH

Imports
Tilapia (by product form):  USA

..........Jan-Dec.......... ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Whole frozen 49.6 44.2 40.9 20.1 20.0 16.9

Frozen fillets 100.6 114.8 150.8 51.4 64.5 57.9

Fresh fillets 29.2 24.4 23.7 12.4 12.5 11.7

Total 179.4 183.4 215.4 83.9 97.0 86.5
Source:  GLOBEFISH

tilapia is sold at between MYR 20 (USD 6.56) and MYR 
25 (USD 8.20). Currently, a whole fresh tilapia is sold at 
nearly USD 4.00/kg in the wet markets in Kuala Lumpur. 
Tilapia production in Malaysia almost entirely goes to the 
domestic market with growing imports to support the 
strong demand as well.

Thailand exported 3.1% less tilapia during the 
January to June period this year, with more supplies 
directed to the domestic market. Floods also affected 
tilapia farms, lowering production. Exports to the USA, 
Thailand’s major market, showed a decline of nearly 10% 
from a year ago. However, exports to Italy and the UK 
were up by 10% and 126% respectively. 

With more and more health conscious consumers 
concerned about antibiotics and genetic modification as 
well as other environmental and social factors in farmed 
fishery products, there is a growing demand market for 
certified chemical-free and organic fish in East Asia’s 
tilapia market.  Some customers are willing to pay higher 
prices for such quality-controlled products. Certified 
organic tilapia was introduced to the Malaysian market 
at a retail price of USD 22.60/kg. 

TILAPIA
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EU

EU imports of tilapia fillet during the first half of 
2011 were 9 588 tonnes, up 5% from the same period 
of 2010, largely supplied by China (87%), with Indonesia 
increasing supplies by 14%.  Spain overtook Poland as the 
largest importer in the EU with supplies up 57%, while 
imports into Poland fell by 28%. Germany also imported 
more tilapia fillet, up 12% from the same period last year. 
In comparison, the EU imported close to 100 000 tonnes 
of pangasius against the nearly 10 000 tonnes of tilapia in 
the first half of 2011. 

Meanwhile, all Tesco stores throughout the UK now 
sell tilapia that is produced locally by The Fish Company, 
which operates farms in Yorkshire and Lincolnshire. The 
company supplies de-scaled and gutted tilapia to Tesco, 
caterer M&J Seafood as well as to some other retail 
outlets. It has also signed on with GlobalGAP and is 
complying with Tesco’s Whitefish Code of Practice.

Brazil

Tilapia production in Brazil in 2010 was projected 
at 200 000 tonnes, with consumption within the country 
growing in popularity.  The strength of the Brazilian 
currency, up by 33% since late 2008, has made it more 
attractive to sell tilapia in the domestic market.  
Multinational companies such as Pescanova and Nippon 
Suisan Kaisha (Nissui) are already expanding their 
production in Brazil and targeting the domestic market. 
The Japanese seafood giant Nissui is also planning to 
sell tilapia from their Brazil-based operation Netuno to 
the US market. The Aquaculture Producers Association 
(Aquapo) will sell labeled tilapia with information on 
origin, manufacturer and quality. The Brazilian System 
of Traceability of Fish (Sibrap) developed by Aquabio 
Aquicultura will be used to provide this information. 

Outlook

Worldwide demand for tilapia is increasing and, 
although China will continue to be the largest producer, 
some innovative projects are being initiated in other 
parts of the world, including in Africa. A recent start-up 
business in Ghana, called Tilapiana, aims to raise funds 
to launch pilot villages where fish farming ventures could 
provide fish to sell for profit as well as for local use. It is 
hoped to launch the first activites before the end of this 
year. Another developing country where tilapia farming 
is proving both popular and productive is Guyana, where 
the aquaculture sector is continuing to grow. Tilapia 
production in this country yielded 120 tons in the first 
half of 2011 with good prospects for expansion.

 
TILAPIA NEWS
 
CHINA: FROZEN TILAPIA PRICES MOVING UP

For the first time in about six weeks, frozen tilapia from China 
has increased in price. In mid September 2011, most sellers raised 
their offering prices by a few percent on the larger 5-7 oz fillets. 
There are reports that mortality and poor survival in China has led 
to price increases of raw material, which is whole gutted fish. Also, 
Urner Barry market reporters comment that existing inventories 
are now being more closely held, as those with product anticipate 
higher replacement costs. Tilapia has boomed in popularity in 
the US as more and more promotional activity is concentrated on 
lower priced fish fillets due to economic headwinds, and resistance 
of consumers to higher prices. Any slowdown in tilapia production 
and availability from China will likely have a quick market impact 
under current circumstances. Source: SEAFOOD.COM

PHILIPPINES: OVERCROWDED FISH FARMS BLAMED FOR TILAPIA 
KILL

Philippines officials are planning to regulate the fish cage 
operations at Lake Sebu in the wake of the tilapia fish kill in July 
2011. South Cotabato Governor Arthur Pingoy Jr. said he directed 
the local government’s environment and agriculture offices to 
conduct a comprehensive study on the status of the fish cage 
operations and formulate policies that would properly manage 
the lake’s fishery resources. He said the move is mainly aimed at 
preventing a potential massive fish kill. A report from the Office 
of the Provincial Agriculturist noted that the tilapia fish kill last 
July at the 354-hectare Lake Sebu damaged some 13 tonnes of 
fish. “Studies showed that the fish kill was mainly caused by the 
overcrowding of the fish cages at the lake and too much use of 
commercial fish feeds. We might need to regulate the presence 
of the fish cages to save the lake from further degradation,” the 
governor said. To help offset the recent impact of the fish kill, 
which has already affected the area’s tilapia industry, Pingoy 
said they are set to acquire some 500 000 tilapia fingerlings to 
help replenish the lake’s devastated fish stocks. He said the 
Department of Agriculture, through the Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources (BFAR)- Region 12, has committed to provide up 
to one million tilapia fingerlings for Lake Sebu. Source: INTRAFISH

USA: NFI’S TOP TEN SEAFOOD LISTS US TILAPIA CONSUMPTION 
UP 20% IN 2010

Americans ate 20% more tilapia in 2010 than they did in 2009, 
propelling it from the number five spot to the number four spot 
with the single largest gain in consumption on the National Fisheries 
Institute’s (NFI) latest Top Ten Seafood List. Other impressive gains 
saw pangasius jump 14% to claim the number nine slot, up one 
from last year. And while cod remained at number seven, it gained 
11% over 2009. “If you look at the numbers from 2008, 2009 and 
now2010, keeping in mind population growth, we’re hopeful that 
we’re beginning to see seafood consumption steadying, a trend 
that makes it poised for gains,” said NFI president John Connelly. 
This year’s list contains some anomalies, including a National 
Marine Fisheries Services (NMFS) recalculation of 2009’s total 
pounds per capita that changed to 16 lbs from 15.8 lbs. There 
was also a slight reduction in clam consumption on the 2009 list. 
The 2010 Alaska Pollock numbers appear to show a drop of 18% 
when compared to the 2009 list, but about half of that decline is 
actually due to a new export category that identified previously 
uncounted exports. The balance was due to a reduction in imports 
and a sharp increase in surimi exports. Also, pollock fillet exports 
increased, reflecting the continued strong demand for pollock 
fillets in Europe as it remains the most popular seafood item in 
Germany. Source: SEAFOOD.COM

TILAPIA
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Still struggling with supply issues in Viet Nam and quality issues 
in the UK but USA imports still growing

The pangasius industry in Viet Nam is still having difficulties of supply, with increased 
production costs, disease problems and high interest rates for bank loans. However, 
imports during the first half of 2011 increased in the US market while they declined to 
the EU. In other producing countries in Asia, demand remains strong with new markets 
emerging.

PANGASIUS

Asia and beyond

Undoubtedly, pangasius catfish is popular among 
consumers throughout Asia including producing countries 
such as Bangladesh, Malaysia, Indonesia and Myanmar, 
with farming also taking place in India, the Philippines 
and Thailand. In India, the fish is finding favour in 
metropolitan restaurants, particularly in Kolkata where 
freshwater fish is generally popular. Annual Indian imports 
of pangasius exceeded 1 500 tonnes with West Bengal 
(Kolkata) alone taking 500 to 600 tonnes. Pangasius is 
widely used in some of the Chinese restaurants in Kolkata 
city. Industry sources, however, report that imports have 
slowed down recently owing to higher export prices from 
Viet Nam. 

In the catering trade in the Middle East, seafood 
is a popular item. According to the Emirates National 
Customs, the UAE imported nearly 3 500 tonnes of frozen 
pangasius fillet.  

Viet Nam – the largest producer of pangasius

The Viet Nam Association of Seafood Exporters and 
Processors (VASEP) reported that tra catfish output could 
drop by 40% this year as farmers continue to turn away 
from the business. Farmers will only be able to produce 
900 000 tonnes of tra catfish, equivalent to about 360 
000-380 000 tonnes of fillets. The shortage was most 
acute during the first half of the year and resulted in an 
almost 9% fall in exports from Viet Nam to the EU market, 
the main export destination, during the first half of the 
year. Many banks have refused loans to tra fish farmers 
in the last two years. VASEP set minimum export prices 
to encourage prices to rise. Processors in the Mekong 
Delta paid up to VND 24 000 (USD 1.18) per kilogram, the 
highest price on record while farmers earned  a profit of 
VND 5 000-6 000 (USD 0.25-0.30) per kilogram. An official 
in charge of the tra catfish committee at VASEP said 
higher prices could encourage ex-fish farmers to resume 
their business. In spite of  lower raw material supplies  
and higher export prices, VASEP reported a total of 319 
350 tonnes of pangasius exports during the first half of 
this year, with an export value  close to USD 830 million, 
which is 28% higher than last year.  

Europe

Pangasius imports are now reported separately in 
the European trade statistics (Eurostat). According to 
that source, the EU imported 95 306 tonnes of pangasius 
fillet during the January - June period this year, down by 
9% compared with the same period last year. The value 
of imports however, increased by 5.2% reaching USD 250 
million, with average import prices higher by 14.4% to 
USD 2.62/kg from a year ago. Although Viet Nam is the 
largest supplier to the EU markets, higher imports also 
took place from China and Thailand during this period. 

‘Panga’ Catfish fillet prices, 
cfr Spain

Source: EPR

The largest single market for pangasius in the EU 
is Spain, where supplies fell by 19% from January to 
June 2011. The other two big importers, Germany and 
Poland, also posted negative growth during this period 
but imports to the Netherlands, now one of the main 
importers, increased by 6.7% against the same period in 
2010.  
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PANGASIUS

USA

During the first six months of this year, the USA 
imported nearly 38 000 tonnes of catfish of which 

36 500 tonnes were pangasius. With a 95.6% share 
in this supply, Viet Nam dominates the market. These 
imports also included 266 tonnes of whole fish, which is 
aimed at the south Asian immigrant population. 

Imports from Viet Nam increased 79% in volume and 
105% in value compared with same period last year. The 
average export price was 12% above the price registered 
in period January-June 2010, reaching its peak in May at 
USD 3.79/kg.

 
PANGASIUS NEWS
 
DEMAND UP, BUT VIET NAM DOESN’T HAVE CATFISH TO SELL
The tra fish prices, after a long period of sliding have increased 
sharply. Even oversized fish, which were refused by export 
companies in the past, can now be sold, though at the low prices 
of VND 23 000/kg. The tra prices in Mekong Delta’s provinces 
have increased by VND 2 000/kg. The fish, which can meet the 
standards for export, can be sold at VND 26 500/kg, much higher 
than the VND 21 000/kg level seen in the period from May to 
August. However, the current high fish prices are still lower 
than the highest peaks seen in late May, just several days before 
the sharp price falls, by VND 2 000/kg. Nguyen Huu Nguyen, a 
member of AFA, said that unlike August, when farmers moved 
heaven and earth to look for buyers, tra fish are selling very 
well nowadays (September 2011). Oversized fish are also being 
hunted by export companies which pay up to VND 23 000/kg 
Source: VIETNAM NET BRIDGE

sustainable way. The sector was also encouraged to look at 
environmental concerns, as well as seeking certification 
via GlobalGap standards. 

Indonesia has introduced import regulation to ensure 
the quality of imported fish and to curb trade fraud. This 
is mainly to encourage the domestic industry to use local 
fish. Some catfish from Viet Nam was refused an import 
licence, but the reason given was that catfish could be 
found locally. 

Brazilian authorities are imposing quality checks on 
fishery imports, in this case because pangasius is seen 
to be competing with the local fish, and especially with 
farmed tilapia. 

Recently three of UK’s largest retailers, Tesco, Asda 
and Morrisons, removed pangasius from their shelves 
because it was found to be contaminated with significant 
levels of additives used to retain water in the fish. 
During a routine investigation, a total of nine out of ten 
samples turned out to be positive. Pangasius is becoming 
increasingly popular in the UK market.

Outlook 

 Pangasius moved into the top 10 list of most 
popular seafoods in the USA, coming in for the first time 
at number 10 in 2009 and moving up to ninth place in 
2010 and 2011. Tilapia moved up from tenth position in 
2002 to fifth position from 2006 till 2009 and has been 
at number four for the last two years. The question 
has been posed by the editor of a seafood publication 
as to whether or not pangasius will emulate tilapia’s 
rapid rise in popularity. As far as taste, availability and 
affordability are concerned, it fits the bill, but there are 
more problems to be overcome, such as the change in 
regulatory oversight from the USDA to the Department of 
Agriculture as well as supply problems in Viet Nam. This 
seems to suggest that pangasius’ rise up the top 10 list 
will not be a smooth as that of tilapia.

Imports
Frozen Catfish: USA

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

 Viet Nam 17.4 38.7 49.2 16.4 19.6 34.9

 China 11.0 10.4 8.1 4.3 5.6 2.0

 Thailand 6.7 6.2 3.5 3.5 1.4 0.7

 Malaysia 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.0

 Indonesia 0.8 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.0

 Others 40.0 61.2 63.6 0.9 1.0 0.3

Total 76.8 117.4 124.8 25.4 28.0 37.9
Source: GLOBEFISH

Overall domestic catfish supply in the USA was lower 
this year compared with 2010, as a result of the reduction 
in producing areas. This shortage was compensated for 
by higher imports from Viet Nam. Increased consumption 
at home is an important factor supporting higher sales 
of catfish fillets in the retail sector as business in the 
restaurant trade has not recovered much in the last 
year. In 2010, according to the US seafood consumption 
chart, catfish moved up one step from 10th position in 
2009 to 9th position, which is confirmation of its growing 
popularity.  

Quality matters

While pangasius continues to gain popularity as 
an affordable protein option worldwide, imports into 
global markets will increasingly face scrutiny in terms of 
quality, which is already taking place in several markets. 
Some producers are already addressing this issue. At a 
conference held earlier this year processors and exporters 
were encouraged to move from quantity to quality so 
that both fish breeding and farming could proceed in a 
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A better ratio between demand and supply has kept prices high 
in 2011 despite some recent seasonal weakness

With most of the production sold fresh week by week in the spot market, producers and 
buyers alike have become used to widely varying prices. During 2011, most producers 
scaled back production from the previous year, leading to higher prices, in particular 
for bream. Prices for bream reached levels in June 2011 not seen for many years. The 
situation later returned to normal with bass now quoted higher than bream, which is 
the usual picture. 
The strength of the Turkish economy has also played a part as domestic consumption 
of the two species has been very positive.

EUROPEAN SEABASS AND GILTHEAD SEABREAM

The long term outlook is positive for the two species 
as long as producers can maintain the attractiveness 
of the species in the eyes of European consumers, by 
distinguishing it from other white-fleshed species, 
expanding into new markets and moving into more 
value-added products. The majority of consumers are 
still found in Mediterranean countries but sales have 
become promising in more Northern markets such as the 
UK, Germany and Russia. Even exports to the USA have 
increased with Greek shipments of fresh bass reaching 
692 tonnes during the first six months of 2011, up from 
388 tonnes in 2010 during the same period. 

Markets

Italy: strong import growth in 2011

The Italian appetite for imported bass and bream 
seems to have no limit with a 7 % increase during the first 
two quarters of 2011, even though this was a period of 
rising prices, with total import values growing by 19%. As 

Production
Seabass (Dicentrarchus labrax): World

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011*

     
Greece 35.3 35.6 35.5 33.9 40.0 38.0

Turkey 38.4 41.9 49.3 46.6 40.0 38.0

Italy 8.5 8.7 7.0 6.9 7.0 7.0

France 9.0 8.6 7.4 9.6 8.0 6.0

Spain 8.4 9.8 10.3 13.3 11.0 9.0

Others 10.0 10.9 14.4 15.3 14.0 14.0

Total 109.5 115.5 123.9 125.6 120.0 112.0
Source: FAO/AQUAMEDIA (for 2007and 2008), (*) Provisional

Production 
Seabream (Sparus aurata): World

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011*

     (1000 tonnes)
Greece 44.1 50.2 52.2 60.7 72.0 70.0

Turkey 29.3 34.3 33.2 29.5 28.0 36.0

Spain 17.6 21.5 23.5 24.4 21.0 18.0

Italy 6.6 8.6 5.8 5.7 5.0 5.0

Egypt 3.0 4.1 7.2 8.0 8.0 8.0

Cyprus 1.9 1.4 1.9 2.6 3.0 3.0

France 2.3 2.1 1.7 2.3 2.0 2.0

Others 10.0 9.8 12.3 11.7 12.0 2.0

Total 114.8 132.0 137.8 144.9 151.0 144.0
Source: FAO/AQUAMEDIA (for 2007 and 2008), (*) Provisional

Prices
Seabass and Seabream: Italy

Source: EPR; GLOBEFISH AN 10512, 10514
fresh whole 300-450 gr/pc, origin Greece
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Spain: imports finding favour with spanish 
consumers

Despite the ongoing troubles in the Spanish economy, 
consumption of imported bass and bream continues to 
grow, up 6% from the first six months of 2010.  Greece 

Imports
Fresh Seabream and Seabass:  Italy
(value)

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(million EUR)

Seabream

(dentex/pagellus)

Greece 7.6 5.5 5.6 2.7 2.9 2.0

Total 12.2 14.7 14.9 7.3 7.5 6.5

Seabream

(gilthead)

Greece 44.7 54.5 73.6 26.0 34.2 42.1

Turkey   5.7 6.4 8.1 2.9 3.9 4.7

Total 61.2 75.3 100.9 35.3 46.5 57.5

Seabass

Greece 44.3 51.6 73.7 22.5 33.9 40.4

Turkey 26.6 15.3 8.3 8.2 4.1 5.3

Total 88.4 86.1 102.4 40.5 48.0 57.0

Gr.Total 161.9 176.1 218.2 83.1 102.0 121.0
Source:  ISTAT

noted in earlier reports, better statistics could be part of 
the explanation as in the past much of the product was 
imported in the unidentified category. But overall, there 
should be no doubt that consumption and imports have 
been growing with the two species now firmly established 
not only in all supermarket fish counters, but also in most 
restaurants that offer fresh fish on their menus. 

Imports
Fresh Seabream and Seabass:  Italy
(quantity)

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

( 1 000 tonnes)

Seabream

(dentex/pagellus)

Greece 1.4 1.2 1.1 0.6 0.6 0.4

Total 2.0 2.1 2.0 1.1 1.0 0.9

Seabream

(gilthead)

Greece 14.1 14.5 17.2 7.2 7.9 8.3

Turkey   1.9 2.0 2.2 0.9 1.0 1.0

Total 18.3 19.1 22.6 9.3 10.3 10.9

Seabass

Greece 9.8 18.4 16.7 4.9 7.7 8.2

Turkey 3.6 4.4 2.3 2.3 1.2 0.9

Total 16.4 19.1 21.7 8.7 10.2 11.1

Gr.Total 36.7 40.3 46.3 19.1 21.5 22.9
Source:  ISTAT

Imports
Seabream and Seabass:  Spain
(value)

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(million EUR)

Seabream

(all species)

Greece 25.5 30.8 34.7 15.4 16.2 20.1

France 1.0 3.2 2.9 1.7 1.7 0.8

Morocco 3.4 1.6 1.6 0.8 0.6 1.8

Turkey  4.1 1.7 1.4 1.0 3.9 5.1

Total 34.0 37.3 40.6 18.9 22.4 27.8

Seabass

Greece 22.8 15.4 19.5 7.9 10.1 10.3

Turkey  7.7 9.5 8.9 5.8 4.8 4.8

France 6.1 4.6 3.8 2.5 0.2 1.5

Morocco 2.0 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1

Total 38.6 30.1 32.6 16.4 15.2 16.7
Gr. Total 72.6 67.4 73.2 35.3 37.6 44.5

Source:  Spanish national statistics

Imports
Seabream and Seabass:  Spain
(quantity)

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

( 1 000 tonnes)

Seabream

(all species)

Greece 5.6 8.5 8.2 4.5 3.8 3.9

France 1.1 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1

Morocco 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2

Turkey  1.3 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.1 1.0

Total 8.5 9.8 9.2 5.2 4.2 5.2

Seabass

Greece 4.0 3.6 4.6 1.8 2.4 2.1

Turkey  3.6 2.5 2.4 1.5 1.3 1.1

France 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2

Morocco 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0

Total 8.2 6.5 7.5 3.6 3.9 3.4

Gr. Total 16.7 16.3 16.7 8.8 8.1 8.6
Source:  Spanish national statistics

EUROPEAN SEABASS AND GILTHEAD SEABREAM
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EUROPEAN SEABASS AND GILTHEAD SEABREAM

dominates as a supplier followed by Turkey, as in other 
export markets in Europe. Domestic Spanish producers, 
however, are struggling, given their higher cost base.

France: weaker imports as consumers react 
to higher prices and economic uncertainty

The French market has apparently become more 
price conscious as consumption and imports of bream 
declined during the reporting period. Bass imports 
increased somewhat given the lower prices for this 
species, but not enough to compensate for lower bream 
purchases; the combined imports for the two declined 
by 4%.  

UK: positive undertone in market

The UK market is a welcome outlet for Mediterranean 
producers and continues to see growth in consumption 
and imports with a 29% rise in volumes during the first six 
months. Greece is the principal supplier but continental 
wholesalers and traders are also selling to the UK market. 

Outlook
 
After new stability in the market over the last 

two months, some weakening of prices is expected 
during November and early December. This is a seasonal 
phenomenon with ample supply of bass and bream during 
the autumn, often in competition with wild local fish for 
the same fresh market. From December onwards, the 
market should tighten as a result of strong demand and 
diminishing supplies. 

Imports
Seabream and Seabass:  France
(value)

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(million EUR)

Seabream

(dentex/pagellus)

Greece 2.5 2.1 2.9 1.3 1.4 2.3

Total 4.8 5.2 5.8 2.4 2.9 4.6

Seabream

(gilthead)

Greece 15.8 18.8 20.4 10.4 11.0 9.8

Spain  5.4 7.2 6.6 2.8 3.0 1.7

Total 22.4 27.5 30.3 13.6 15.4 14.2

Seabass

Greece 14.4 14.1 16.9 10.4 8.3 11.5

UK 0.8 1.8 2.1 0.0 0.8 0.2

Total 22.9 23.5 27.6 13.5 12.3 14.5

Gr. Total 50.1 56.2 63.7 29.5 30.6 33.3
Source:  French national statistics 

Imports
Seabream and Seabass:  France
(quantity)

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

( 1 000 tonnes)

Seabream

(dentex/pagellus)

Greece 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.4

Total 1.3 1.4 1.5 0.7 0.8 0.9

Seabream

(gilthead)

Greece 4.6 5.2 4.6 1.5 2.4 1.9

Spain  1.5 1.9 1.4 0.1 0.7 0.3

Total 6.4 7.4 6.9 2.3 3.5 2.7

Seabass

Greece 2.9 3.1 3.4 3.0 1.7 2.2

UK 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.0

Total 4.4 4.8 5.2 3.9 2.4 2.8

Gr. Total 12.1 13.6 13.6 6.9 6.7 6.4
Source:  French national statistics 

Imports
Seabream: UK

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Greece 1.4 0.9 0.9 0.5 0.5 0.6

Netherlands 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.3

France 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2

Italy 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1

Ireland 0.0 0.0 na 0.0 0.0 0.0

Others 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.2

Total 2.5 2.2 2.3 1.1 1.0 1.3

Imports
Seabass: UK

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Greece 2.5 1.9 2.8 0.9 1.5 2.3

Netherlands 1.1 1.4 1.8 0.7 1.0 0.8

Italy 1.1 0.5 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.1

France 0.9 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.4

Others 0.0 0.7 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.1

Total 5.6 5.0 5.5 2.7 2.9 3.7
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Decline in supply of Nile perch may lead to changes in whitefish 
markets in the European Union

Nile perch has been a popular fish in European markets for several years now but it has 
become more expensive for importers because of the reduction in supply from African 
countries. 

NILE PERCH

The accompanying table shows that from January to 
June 2011 the EU imported 15 700 tonnes of Nile perch 
fillets. Last year Nile perch was the second most imported 
freshwater fish in EU, after pangasius. However, with 
declining supplies,tilapia produccers will be looking for 
opportunities to enter this market segment. 

In 2008 imports of Nile perch fillets to the European 
market, the main importer of Nile perch, reached 42 
300 tonnes but in 2010 the figure had dropped to 31 600 
tonnes.

As the AIPCE-CEP 2011 Finfish Study reports, 
pangasius imports, largely from Viet Nam, comprise the 
greatest portion of freshwater fish imports to the EU, 
distantly followed by African countries supplying Nile 
perch (70 000 tonnes of whole fresh fish and frozen fillets) 
and China, supplying about 37 000 tonnes of tilapia.

Nile Perch has also aroused interest in Middle 
East markets. They are willing to pay a higher price for 
frozen fillets and this has left EU importers with reduced 
availability of this fish.  

Reduced supply has been used as a pretext for 
importers of tilapia to try to enter new markets, although 
still small, for whitefish fillets in EU, in particular to 
supply the foodservice industry such as schools, hospitals 
and military facilities.

Quality concerns

The Spanish Association of Marine Aquaculture 
Producers, Apromar, says that aquaculture in Spain is 
increasingly affected by the pressure of pangasius and 
Nile perch imports. Earlier in the year Apromar cited 

as unfair competition the import of animal products, 
including seafood, fed with feed that was banned in the 
EU. More recently, imports from countries where sanitary 
or labour requirements are less demanding than those of 
the European Union have also been criticized.

The EU has also threatened to ban fish from Uganda, 
one of the main exporters of Nile perch. Three red alerts, 
resulting from the poor quality of the fish exported, have 
already been raised. Problem areas cited are deteriorating 
temperature regulation and use of unregulated additives 
to increase the weight of frozen Nile perch fillets. The 
Uganda Fish Processors and Exporters Association is 
concerned that there is a lack of competent managers to 
handle the problem.

Outlook

The supply of Nile perch remains uncertain for 2012. 
There are also some initiatives to try to culture Nile perch 
but this will take some time to become established.

African countries need to demonstrate sustainable 
and responsible practices in Nile perch fisheries to keep 
their presence in the key markets, as well as comply with 
quality standards for export. 

Imports
Nile Perch fillets: EU

............Jan-Dec............ ............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Kenya 4.0 3.1 3.6 2.1 1.4

Tanzania 23.3 17.9 16.3 8.3 8.7

Uganda 15 12.5 11.8 6.0 5.5

Grand Total 42.3 33.4 31.6 16.3 15.7

Source:  GLOBEFISH

 
NILE PERCH NEWS
 
FISHERMEN SEEK ALTERNATIVE VENTURES AS STOCK IN LAKE 
VICTORIA DWINDLES
Lake Victoria is full of fishing boats that have been repainted 
and remodelled to ferry tourists on sightseeing visits around the 
lake. Bernad Oluoch is a weighing officer of Dunga Fishermen Co-
operative Society who spoke to Business Daily about the changing 
fortunes of the area’s fishermen. “In the past, one boat used to 
give us about 30kg of Nile perch a trip. Today, you will be lucky to 
get 10kg a trip,” he says. Mr Oluoch, who has been working on the 
lake for as long as he could remember, says that three years ago 
fishing was a very lucrative enterprise. “Per day we used to record 
no less than one tonne of Nile perch. Nowadays, we barely record 
200kg,” he says. During their heyday, Ochieng and his colleagues 
could easily take home KES 5 000 a day. “We used to supply the 
local market around Kisumu but most of our catch ended up in 
Nairobi where we had a lot of demand, which almost surpassed 
our supply,” he says. “We also sold our produce to large sea food 
factories where they were processed for fillet for export.” July 
and August are the peak season for fishing on Lake Victoria. During 
other months, the fishermen are forced to seek alternative means 
of livelihood. Source: BUSINESS DAILY AFRICA
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Salmon farmers see record prices in early 2011 drop to money 
losing levels in no time 

Short term correction expected in nervous salmon market after collapse in prices hit 
sector in May-June. 2012 outlook negative from mid year as production is expected to 
increase by up to 15%.

SALMON

Prices

The first six months of 2011 were characterized by 
exceptionally high farmed salmon prices. In fact prices 
remained at levels never seen before, or at least not 
for such a long period, and never before at such high 
volumes.  Producers made tremendous margins, at times 
close to 50%, whereas processors, smokehouses and users 
of salmon as raw material for value-added products saw 
losses grow as they were not able to pass on the full 
price increases to customers. Retailers suffered as well 
as the rising prices kept consumers away from salmon, 
traditionally one of the best selling items on the fresh 
counter. 

Since then prices have collapsed. In fact, prices 
started weakening immediately after the Brussels show 
in early May, and have not stabilized yet. Markets have 
become gripped by uncertainty, even fear, with buyers 
unwilling to commit for large volumes, even at current 
levels, as they are not certain that the bottom has been 
reached yet. 

It is difficult to point to any single factor behind the 
sudden price drop. The comeback of Chilean product onto 
world markets after the crisis in 2009 and 2010 had been 
anticipated but the volumes have not been higher than 
expected. More unexpected is the later weakening of the 
Brazilian market with Chilean producers again targeting 
traditional customers in the US and Japan. Plentiful 
catches of wild Pacific salmon supplied to US and Russian 

Salmon fillet prices (FOB Miami, chilled, 
C-trim, Alt. fresh, 3-4 bs)

domestic markets have contributed to weaker prices 
and also to slightly lower import volumes there. Some 
observers have pointed to early harvesting in Norway of 
large volumes of fish as a result of strong biomass growth 
hitting the rigid maximum biomass limits. Looking at the 
figures for the first six months however, export volumes 
from Norway were up only 1.5%. It must be noted, 
however, that most of Norway’s production now is sold 
on long-term contracts. It is clear that the exceptionally 
high prices during 2010 and the first five months of 2011 
caused much resentment and fatigue on the buying side, 
in particular among processors but also among retailers. 
In combination with negative exogenous factors on the 
demand side, in particular falling consumer confidence 
in most important salmon markets, all these factors 
influenced the market psychology to change to such an 
extent that prices started falling. 

The question is now: what will the next couple of 
months look like? In our view, at current price levels most 
farmers are not making any profit, and many producers 
are indeed losing money. This is of course not sustainable 
in the long run. We therefore foresee a price correction 
in November and December, boosted by strong purchases 
for the holiday season.

 
There must also be a better match between demand 

and supply after the comeback of Chilean production, 
and renewed and intensified marketing efforts towards 3.00
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new markets for salmon. Both Norwegian and Chilean 
producers have done a commendable work in opening 
new markets and most of the additional growth in salmon 
consumption has indeed come from these markets; 
Brazil, Russia, Eastern and Central Europe, Asia in 
general and more recently also the Middle East. But with 
some forecasters now predicting that an additional 10-
15% of farmed Atlantic salmon will hit world markets in 
2012, such market development must be expanded in 
order to avoid a long lasting slump in salmon prices. In 
the short term, however, during November and December 
a market correction can be foreseen, with prices finally 
moving upwards again. Nevertheless, from mid 2012 
when the Norwegian harvest is usually at its peak, prices 
could easily fall again to very low levels, unless some 
correction is taken this year on the supply side in all the 
major producing countries. 

 It is also possible that some long-term structural 
changes in the market are being seen, with frozen fillets 
playing a larger role. Generous harvests in Alaska and 
Russia have supplied China with available raw material 
for frozen fillets that are re-exported to Western 
markets. Although these do not compete directly with 
fresh Atlantic salmon, they do indeed create competitive 
pressure regarding prices and margins. 

Production

SALMON

Chile

Production and exports are staging a comeback in 
2011 after the lowest point was reached in 2010. Chilean 
companies are targeting their traditional markets of the 
USA and Japan, while exports this year to Latin American 
markets are less than in 2010. The strong fresh market 
in Brazil offered a welcome opportunity for Chilean 
companies but the recent drop in the Brazilian currency is 
hurting exporters. Shipments to Europe remain unchanged 
from 2010 but are still at extremely low levels. Because 
of high prices during the first six months period in 2011, 

Exports (quantity)
Salmon and Trout:  Chile

..............Jan-Dec.............. ..............Jan-Jun..............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Japan 163 153 144 94 72 88

USA 108 69 45 42 23 29

EU (25) 43 25 9 15 4 4

Lat.America 53 57 51 29 27 23

Others 79 65 49 36 26 40

Total 446 369 297 216 152 184
Source: Boletín de Exportaciones del IFOP

Exports (value)
Salmon and Trout:  Chile

..............Jan-Dec.............. ..............Jan-Jun..............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(million USD)

Japan 708 825 909 471 430 599

USA 795 554 448 316 218 328

EU (25) 284 160 72 134 32 41

Lat.America 268 290 347 87 167 178

Others 335 273 285 137 140 258

Total 2391 2101 2061 1146 987 1404
Source: Boletín de Exportaciones del IFOP

Production
Farmed salmon:  World (live weight) 

2007 2008 2009 2010* 2011* 2012*

(1 000 tonnes)

ATLANTIC SALMON

Norway 744 743 863 955 990 1075

Chile 331 389 233 135 200 310

UK 130 129 133 145 155 160

Canada 102 104 100 115 115 120

Faeroe Is. 22 39 51 45 52 60

Australia 25 25 30 31 31 31

Ireland 10 10 12 15 15 15

USA 11 17 14 17 16 16

Others 4 1 5 2 2 3

Total 1379 1457 1441 1460 1576 1790

PACIFIC SALMON

Japan 14 13 16 9 8 8

Chile 107 92 158 155 175 195

Canada 8 7 5 10 12 12

New Zealand 10 9 12 12 12 12

Total 139 121 186 186 207 227
Gr. Total 1518 1578 1627 1646 1783 2017

Source: GLOBEFISH AN 12201 * estimate

Atlantic salmon, 
1 443 094, 

53%Pink(=Humpback)
salmon
590 642

22%

Sockeye(=Red)
salmon
150 485

5%

Coho(=Silver)
salmon 
192 488

7%

Chum
(=Keta=Dog)

salmon
358 685

13%

Salmon (farmed and wild)  production 
by species (2009) in tonnes

Source: FAO
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SALMON

unit values are much higher than last year and export 
values rose even more than volume growth. As a result, 
Chile’s exports are higher in value now than in 2009. The 
large share of trout in Chile’s total exports is also of note.

A larger share of Chile’s production undergoes 
processing and filleting than in Norway. The encouraging 
rise in smoked salmon and trout production and exports, 
from USD 32.3 million in 2009, 37 million in 2010 and 
46.3 million in 2011, is noteworthy. Canned exports, in 
contrast, have almost disappeared from Chile.

Exports (unit value)
Salmon and Trout:  Chile

..........Jan-Dec.......... ...........Jan-Jun...........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(in USD/kg) 

Salmon 5.60 5.58 6.78 5.22 6.33 7.54

  Frozen 5.11 5.09 5.97 4.78 5.52 6.55

  Fresh 6.38 6.68 8.30 6.29 7.98 9.56

  Canned 6.18 6.68 8.14 6.54 7.31 10.54

  Salted 6.67 5.53 6.31 5.22 6.01 6.75

  Smoked 12.73 13.00 14.31 12.52 13.23 15.73

Trout 4.76 6.00 7.15 5.56 6.77 7.91

  Frozen 4.55 5.71 6.92 5.32 6.50 7.67

  Fresh 5.82 7.13 7.91 6.81 7.63 8.72

  Canned 5.00 7.34 9.27 6.96 8.66 10.74

  Salted 10.00 5.67 6.23 5.52 6.15 6.82

  Smoked    10.30 11.98 12.81 11.60 12.40 14.30

Average 5.37 5.69 6.94 5.31 6.51 7.68
Source: Boletín de Exportaciones del IFOP

Exports (value)
Salmon and Trout:  Chile

..............Jan-Dec.............. .............Jan-Jun...........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(million USD)

Salmon 1797.0 1506.9 1158.6 823.0 567.7 859.6

  Frozen 1085.0 996.9 691.1 557.9 339.2 512.5

  Fresh 643.0 436.4 407.8 238.4 198.4 316.3

  Canned 21.0 17.8 9.0 9.9 5.3 3.3

  Salted 6.0 20.6 14.9 1.8 8.2 7.4

  Smoked 42.0 35.3 35.9 15.0 16.6 20.1

Trout 594.0 594.5 902.3 323.4 418.9 578.2

  Frozen 527.0 503.8 743.7 283.2 338.5 489.1

  Fresh 32.0 42.0 100.6 20.1 48.9 51.8

  Canned 1.0 1.0 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.1

  Salted 1.0 8.4 18.5 2.3 10.7 10.9

  Smoked    34.0 39.4 38.9 17.3 20.4 26.2

Total 2391.0 2101.4 2060.9 1146.4 986.6 1437.8
Source: Boletín de Exportaciones del IFOP

Exports (quantity)
Salmon and Trout:  Chile

..........Jan-Dec.......... ...........Jan-Jun...........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Salmon 320.8 270.2 170.9 157.6 89.7 114.0

  Frozen 212.4 195.7 115.8 116.8 61.5 78.2

  Fresh 100.8 65.3 49.1 37.9 24.9 33.1

  Canned 3.4 2.7 1.1 1.5 0.7 0.3

  Salted 0.9 3.7 2.4 0.2 1.4 1.1

  Smoked 3.3 2.7 2.5 1.2 1.3 1.3

Trout 124.8 99.1 126.2 58.1 61.9 73.1

  Frozen 115.8 88.3 107.4 53.2 52.1 63.7

  Fresh 5.5 5.9 12.7 2.9 6.4 5.9

  Canned 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0

  Salted 0.1 1.5 3.0 0.4 1.7 1.6

  Smoked    3.3 3.3 3.0 1.5 1.6 1.8

Total 445.6 369.2 297.2 215.7 151.6 187.1
Source: Boletín de Exportaciones del IFOP

Norway

By September, exports of Norwegian Salmon for the 
year totalled NOK 21.7 billion. This is at the same level 
as for the same period last year. The volume of exports 
increased by 4%, or 23 000 tonnes, to 574 000 tonnes, 
according to the latest figures released by the Norwegian 
Seafood Export Council. In September, Norwegian Salmon 
exports decreased by NOK 404 million to NOK 2.4 billion. 
During the same time, volumes increased by 15% to 11 000 
tonnes. In Norway, good growth in the salmon biomass 
has increased quantities reaching market size. Some 
observers indicate this as a significant factor behind the 
falling prices as farmers are forced to harvest when good 
growth increases the biomass volume up towards the 
allowable ceiling. 

During the reporting period January-June 2011 
Norway’s total export volumes rose by a modest 1.5% 

Exports (value)
Salmon and Trout:  Norway

..............Jan-Dec.............. ..............Jan-Jun..............

2008 2009 2009 2010 2011

(bill. NOK)

Salmon 17.2 23.0 30.5 10.4 13.4 14.7

Fresh 13.8 17.5 23.1 8.1 10.1 11.4

Frozen 0.9 1.0 1.4 0.4 0.5 0.7

Fresh fill. 1.6 2.7 3.7 1.2 1.8 1.6

Froz. fill. 0.9 1.8 2.3 0.7 1.0 1.0

Trout 1.8 1.9 1.6 0.9 0.7 0.6

Source:  Norwegian Seafood Export Council
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for salmon but dropped almost 24% for trout. The fall 
in trout exports is caused by a lower amount of product 
available as producers to a large degree have switched 
from trout to salmon species within the same allowable 
license covering the two species.

UK: positive export trend continues

The largest producer in the EU, the UK has a large 
domestic market but also substantial exports, most of 
which are shipped fresh. Given the lack of salmon in the 
US market in recent years because of the fall in Chile’s 

SALMON

shipments, the US has become the UK’s largest market, 
followed by the traditional destination of France. This is 
likely to change, though, as the US market is weakening 
and at the same time, more product from Chile is 
becoming available. The UK has benefited from Norway’s 
problems in China and have seen their exports of fresh 
salmon grow from nothing to 2 000 tonnes during the first 
six months of 2011.

Despite the falling prices in the European market of 
late, UK producers have to some extent benefited from 
their strong home base and a weakening pound versus 
the Euro. 

Markets

France: small growth in imports thanks to ris-
ing fillet imports from China 

French consumption and imports of salmon rose 
during the first six months of the year. This is somewhat 
surprising given the very high prices and the increasing 
political and economic uncertainty facing consumers. 
The growth, however, was minimal at 2.3%, showing 
some resistance to the record high prices at the time. 
Processors in particular were hurt badly as they are 
locked in on long-term contracts to the supermarkets. 

When looking more in detail at the figures, it is 
noticeable that fresh imports, although still dominating 
imports, are now declining; by 7% from the same period 
in 2010. In fact, Norway’s fresh whole salmon shipments 
to France fell back almost 10%.

Exports (quantity)
Salmon and Trout:  Norway

..............Jan-Dec.............. ..............Jan-Jun..............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Salmon 597.5 685.9 751.4 302.5 343.2 348.2

Fresh 514.8 568.0 615.0 254.9 278.2 291.9

Frozen 32.7 32.1 35.9 11.5 14.6 16.0

Fresh fill. 35.2 57.1 67.0 24.3 34.7 26.8

Froz. fill. 14.8 28.7 33.5 11.8 15.7 13.5

Trout 73.7 61.3 40.0 30.5 18.5 14.1

Source:  Norwegian Seafood Export Council

Exports
Salmon:  UK (by product and country)

..........Jan-Dec.......... .....Jan-Jun.....

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

FRESH - - - - - -

USA 13.9 22.8 27.4 10.1 13.1 17.7

France 18.2 18.8 22.8 7.7 11.5 7.3

Ireland 4.2 4.7 3.7 2.3 1.5 2.3

China  -  -  - 0.0  - 2.0

Germany 2.4 2.1 2.1 1.0 1.0 0.9

Others 6.6 7.8 11.1 3.1 4.7 5.9

Total 45.4 56.3 67.1 24.2 31.8 36.1

FROZEN - - - - - -

France 3.6 1.4 2.4 0.4 0.9 1.5

USA  -  -  -  - 0.2 0.8

Russian Fed. 0.1 1.2 2.2 0.3 1.6 0.7

Others 3.6 6.4 3.2 2.6 0.9 2.0

Total 7.3 8.9 7.8 3.3 3.6 5.0

CANNED - - - - - -

Ireland 0.8 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.5 0.5

Others 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.2

Total 1.4 1.5 1.2 0.8 0.9 0.7

Gr. Total 54.1 66.6 76.1 28.3 36.3 41.8

Source: EUROSTAT/National Statistics

Imports
Salmon:  France

.......Jan-Dec........... ..............Jan-Jun............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Fresh whole 90.7 107.4 110.7 45.5 49.9 46.4

   Norway 64.6 74.0 78.9 31.6 36.3 32.8

   UK 17.6 19.3 21.0 7.7 8.4 8.8

Frozen Pac 4.1 3.7 3.4 1.0 0.9 0.8

   USA 2.8 3.1 3.0 0.7 0.7 0.7

Frozen Atl 3.1 3.3 4.6 1.0 2.0 1.8

Smoked 4.8 5.7 7.3 2.5 3.1 3.2

   UK 0.9 1.0 5.3 0.3 0.3 0.3

Fresh fillets 6.1 9.7 10.6 4.5 5.3 5.5

   Norway 5.2 8.2 9.6 4.0 4.8 5.1

Frozen fillets 19.6 21.3 20.6 10.2 9.8 14.9

   Chile 8.8 9.0 3.8 4.9 2.4 2.0

   China 4.5 5.8 8.2 2.5 3.7 4.4

Grand Total 128.4 151.1 157.2 64.7 71.0 72.6
Source National Statistics
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SALMON

Fresh fillets, on the contrary,  showed positive 
growth, but the big jump came in frozen fillet imports 
from China, probably for the most part pink and chums 
of Alaskan and Russian origin. In only two years, frozen 
fillets have risen by 46% and are now 21% of total import 
volumes, up from 16% during the same period in 2009. 

Russia: plentiful local harvests of Pacific 
salmon

Russia reported strong catches of Pacific salmon, 
especially pinks during 2011. Much of this is exported to 
China for processing, and re-exports to western and Asian 
markets. Alaska’s fisheries have also been abundant this 
year with supplies going both for domestic consumption 
as well as to Asia for reprocessing. US exports of frozen 
pinks to China during the first 8 months doubled from 16 
000 tonnes in the same period in 2010 to 32 000 tonnes 
this year.

USA slightly lower import volumes on higher 
prices

Chile is definitely back in the US market with 
fresh fillets in particular shooting up from 14 000 to 25 
000 tonnes during the first 8 months of 2011. Although 
a welcome sign of the recovery of the Chilean salmon 
industry, volumes are still less than 2009. Norway has 
mostly withdrawn from the US fillet market after the 
comeback of Chile. The US market has also benefited 
from generous catches of domestic landings of Pacific 
wild salmon.

Japan: strong bounce in frozen salmon imports 
during 2011 as Chile returns in force

The comeback of Chilean production has had a clear 
impact on the Japanese market with Chilean shipments 
up 26% during the period. With fresh imports stable at 
10 100 tonnes, this boosted overall Japanese salmon 
imports by 22% during the period to reach 85 900 tonnes. 
Chile’s exports are all Pacific salmon and trout, whereas 
Norway’s shipments to Japan are all fresh Atlantics. The 
segmentation in the market is quite clear in this sense. In 
the small, but valuable fresh segment, Norway dominates 
followed at a distance by Australia. 

Outlook

In November and December the market is expected 
to show a correction as a result of seasonal demand. But 
from mid-2012, with new production coming to market 
from both Norway and Chile, prices could easily fall to 
very low levels.

 
SALMON NEWS
 
CHILE: CAMANCHACA EXPECTS TO PRODUCE 40 000 TONNES 
OF SALMON IN 2012

Camanchaca SA managers expect to produce about 40 000 
tonnes of salmon next year and 50 000 tonnes in 2013. This was 
announced after performing a modernization and investment 
programme in the processing plant of Tomé. “We are very 
optimistic about our production of Atlantic salmon. The first 
harvested specimens arrived at our plant yesterday morning in 
perfect condition and optimal sizes, showing an average weight 
of 4.5 kilos,” said Ricardo García, general manager of the 
company. The company described this event as a “milestone” 
as it was pointed out that the lack of raw materials due to the 
salmon crisis caused by the infectious salmon anemia (ISA) virus 
had stopped production and processing of Atlantic salmon at the 
facilities. “We are very proud and happy to give employment to 
more than 500 people again, and we hope that thanks to this 
fact there will be more prosperity in Tomé,” Garcia added. The 
salmon processing plant in Tomé continued receiving specimens 
after two years of inactivity as a result of ISA outbreaks that 
began to spread in 2007. Although no salmon was produced 
for 24 months, the employees dedicated to processing trout, 
highlighted the fishing firm. Camanchaca exports fillets and 
processed portions of (fresh and frozen) Atlantic salmon to the 
USA, Japan, and countries in Europe and in the Middle East. The 
company had revenues of USD 6 million between January and 
June 2011, while in the same six month period last year a loss of 
USD 5 million was recorded. Company executives attributed the 
good yield with significantly improved results in the salmon field 
to an 11.9% increase in revenues and to an improvement in the 
consolidated gross margin. Source: FIS.COM

Imports
Salmon:  Japan

............Jan-Dec........... .............Jan-Jun...........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Fresh

Atlantic 20.0 20.7 20.0 10.0 9.7 9.7

   Norway 15.6 18.6 18.0 8.9 8.7 8.5

   UK 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.3

   Australia 1.1 1.1 1.3 0.5 0.6 0.8

Pacific 0.6 - 0.8 0.3 0.4 0.4

Total 20.6 21.3 20.8 10.3 10.1 10.1

Frozen

Atlantic 4.4 5.0 1.1 4.0 0.5 0.9

   Norway 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.6

Pacific 126.9 123.2 127.2 58.8 59.8 74.9

   Canada 0.7 0.7 6.7 0.1 0.3 1.0

   USA 18.1 21.3 24.0 3.1 2.9 3.4

   N. Zealand 0.7 2.0 1.6 1.3 1.2 0.7

   Chile 80.9 77.6 71.1 52.6 53.6 67.5

   Russia 26.4 21.8 25.0 1.7 2.2 2.5

Total 131.3 128.2 128.3 62.8 60.3 75.8

Grand Total 148.5 149.5 149.1 73.1 70.4 85.9
Source: Japanese national import statistics
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Mixed picture for herring and mackerel

Supplies of small pelagic species such as mackerel and herring showed opposing trends 
in the first half of 2011, with mackerel exports from Norway increasing considerably 
and herring exports decreasing. In the developing world, the market for canned small 
pelagics such as sardines, mackerel and horse mackerel is growing.

SMALL PELAGICS

Mackerel

High prices for small pelagics 

During the first part of the year, it looked as if 
Norwegian mackerel exports would beat a record high in 
2011, but the Norwegian mackerel season was slower to get 
started this year, and that is reflected in Norway’s export 
figures for the first three quarters of 2011. After having 
caught 90% of the quota for 2011, the Spanish mackerel 
fishery has been closed. This contributes somewhat to 
the tighter supply situation. Chile’s mackerel landings 
are also down considerably. At the end of June, landings 
were 53% below the previous year. 

During the first half of the year mackerel exports 
were at 61 200 tonnes, or almost 37% above exports at the 
same time in 2010. However, this trend did not continue. 
By the end of September 2011, Norway had exported 129 
000 tonnes of mackerel worth NOK 1.7 billion. This was 
47 000 tonnes and NOK 28 million less than during the 
same period in 2010.

During the third quarter of 2011 Chinese interest 
in Norwegian mackerel has increased, and China is now 
the largest importer of Norwegian mackerel. During the 
January-September period China imported 31 960 tonnes 
of frozen mackerel from Norway. Japan was the number 
two market (25 857 tonnes), with Russia in third place (14 
426 tonnes). 

Prices are up significantly this year. Norwegian 
export prices for round frozen mackerel during the first 
nine months of the year were NOK 14 per kg, which is 
NOK 4 per kg (+49.6%) higher than last year. 

      
While China has become the largest market for 

Norwegian frozen mackerel, the European market is 
also doing well. Exports to the EU-27 increased slightly 
during the first nine months, and prices were good. The 
largest markets in Europe were the Netherlands (6 259 
tonnes during the first nine months) followed by Poland 
(4 646 tonnes) and the UK (1 232 tonnes). Germany is 
an important market for mackerel, but little is imported 
from Norway. During the first half of 2011, Germany 
imported 5 600 tonnes of frozen mackerel, but only a few 
hundred tonnes came from Norway. 

It is expected that supplies will increase during the 

rest of the year, and that prices may come down a little. 
However, most likely prices will remain well above last 
year’s levels. 

The controversy over mackerel quotas unilaterally 
set by Iceland and the Faroes is not yet over. Scottish 
mackerel fishermen are worried about the future of this 
fishery, and demand that the European Commission take 
some action to control the situation. 

In 2009 it was estimated that 80% of Iceland’s 
mackerel catch was used for fishmeal and fish oil 
production. Now the Icelandic authorities claim that this 

Imports
Frozen Mackerel:  Germany

...............Jan-Dec............... ...............Jan-Jun...............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)  

Netherlands 3.4 3.2 3.6 1.3 1.7 1.6

Ireland 2.2 3.0 1.9 2.3 1.4 1.4

UK 1.8 0.8 0.7 0.5 0.4 1.1

Denmark 0.9 0.5 0.6 0.3 0.1 0.3

Others 1.8 2.4 3.9 0.3 1.4 1.1

Total 10.1 9.8 10.7 4.6 5.1 5.6

Source: Eurostat

Exports
Frozen Mackerel: Norway

...............Jan-Dec............... ...............Jan-Jun...............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Russ. Fed. 16.0 20.0 19.2 10.9 9.2 11.4

China 32.4 33.5 30.5 4.9 6.6 9.4

Turkey 10.0 18.2 17.7 5.7 8.5 7.5

Korea Rep. 3.3 8.1 7.6 5.0 3.3 6.9

Poland 6.5 12.4 11.2 3.1 3.6 4.3

Ukraine 10.1 13.1 20.4 3.8 3.1 4.2

Japan 26.5 51.6 47.0 5.9 3.4 2.8

Others 229.7 32.1 25.2 10.4 7.1 14.7

Total 334.5 189.0 178.8 49.7 44.8 61.2

Source:  Norwegian Seafood Export Council
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is not so this year, and that 90% of Icelandic mackerel 
landings go for direct human consumption. 

Herring

Supplies of herring are well below last year’s 
levels, and so prices are high. Norway, which is the most 
important supplier, exported 203 500 tonnes during the 
first nine months of the year. This was 80 200 tonnes less 
than last year. The main markets are the same as last 
year, though, only taking smaller volumes. Russia remains 
the largest market, with 47 900 tonnes during the first 
nine months, with Nigeria in second place (45,000 tonnes) 
and Ukraine in third place (39,300 tonnes). 

Russian herring catches are also down substantially. 
According to reports in the press, Russian herring 
landings by the end of July amounted to 172 100 tonnes, 
or about 100 000 tonnes below last year. However, the 
Russian fishery varies greatly from region to region. In the 
Okhotsk Sea, catches were four times above last year at 
over 140 000 tonnes, while in the Bering Sea the herring 
catch only amounted to some 10 000 tonnes. 

Prices are very high compared with last year. The 
average export price of frozen Norwegian herring during 

SMALL PELAGICS

Imports
Frozen Herring Fillets:  Germany

............Jan-Dec............. ...............Jan-Jun...............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)
Denmark 40.8 30.3 17.0 13.6 8.6 4.2

Norway 42.9 114.6 166.0 58.5 87.0 52.7

Netherlands 15.9 13.6 15.5 7.1 7.2 7.8

Others 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Total 127.6 182.0 223.0 89.5 112.9 85.3

Source: Eurostat

Imports
Fresh and Frozen Herring:  Japan

...............Jan-Dec............... ...............Jan-Jun...............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)
USA 21.4 21.9 26.4 13.7 15.2 16.8

Russia 8.1 5.0 5.4 3.4 4.1 3.1

Norway 4.3 3.6 3.3 2.6 2.7 2.6

Netherlands 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.2

Others 0.5 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.3

Total 35.0 31.9 36.5 20.9 23.2 23.0

Source: National Statistics

Imports
French herring

...............Jan-Dec............... ...............Jan-Jun...............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(tonnes)

Norway 2488 4146 4273 3019 2678 1735

Iceland 3609 1280 1809 857 1127 2595

UK 605 644 283 317 15 10

Netherlands 763 275 767 118 274 153

Denmark 86 122 158 73 82 99

Others 750 151 116 109 71 1

Total 8301 6618 7406 4494 4247 4594

the first nine months of the year was NOK 6.52 per kg, 
which is 53% higher than last year. 

Germany is a major market for herring fillets. 
Imports last year were very high, and in the present 
tighter supply situation Germany is importing less, as 
would be expected. During the first half of the year, 
Germany imported 85 300 tonnes of frozen herring fillets, 
compared with 112 900 tonnes last year.  During the third 
quarter of 2011, German imports of frozen herring fillets 
increased, and the total for the year amounted to 97 000 
tonnes. 

The Japanese market is relatively stable. Imports 
have remained level at around 23 000 tonnes during 
the first half (including fresh and frozen herring). It is 
interesting to note that the USA is by far the largest 
supplier to the Japanese market, accounting for 16 800 
or 73% of total imports. 

French imports are slightly up this year, but only 
by 8.1%. The main suppliers are Iceland and Norway, 
together accounting for 94.3% of total imports. 

Herring prices are very high at the moment. 
Norwegian export prices for frozen herring are 83% above 
last year. 

Canned sardines

There appears to be growing interest in canned 
pelagics in a number of markets. Peru is reporting good 
buyer interest in its canned sardines, mackerel and horse 
mackerel. However, the interest is not coming from 
traditional markets in Europe, but rather from countries 
such as Ecuador, Brazil, Chile, the USA, Japan, Thailand, 
the Republic of Korea and the Middle East. 

The growing South American interest in canned 
small pelagics is noted by big companies like Coqueiro, 
a company controlled by PepsiCo. The company is now 
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On the other side of the globe, off Australia, there 
is optimism regarding the sardine fishery. According to 
Australian authorities, a recent study shows that the 
south Australian sardine fishery is sustainable. It is 
Australia’s largest fishery by weight at around 30 000 
tonnes a year. Most of this catch goes to feed farmed 
tuna, but an increasing share is now going for direct 
human consumption. It is estimated that the total 
sardine population in the region amounts to about 200 
000 tonnes. 

Outlook

It is expected that mackerel supply will increase 
in the rest of 2011 and this could mean lower prices. 
The controversy over the unilateral quotas set by Iceland 
and the Faroes is still under discussion in the later part 
of October, as talks take place to try to broker a deal 
between Iceland, the Faroes, Norway and the EU on 
quotas for 2012.

investing in production facilities for canned sardines in 
Brazil to serve the Brazilian market. The Brazilian market 
for canned sardines is growing at an impressive rate of 
some 7.5% per year. In 2010 it was worth USD 624 million. 

Unfortunately, we are seeing some signs of 
protectionism in this market. Brazil imposed a ban on 
imports of Peruvian sardines and anchovy, including 
canned products, earlier this year, claiming quality 
problems. The two countries are currently discussing the 
issue. 

European imports of canned sardines, on the other 
hand, are declining. German imports of canned sardines 
declined from 12 200 tonnes in 2008 to 7 300 tonnes in 
2010, and this trend is continuing into 2011. During the 
first half of 2011 German imports fell from 4 100 tonnes 
in 2010 to just 3 100 tonnes during the same period in 
2011. 

       
 The UK market is doing even worse. Here canned 

sardine imports fell from 7 300 tonnes during the first 
half of 2010 to 4 800 tonnes during the first half of 2011. 
The main suppliers are Portugal and Morocco. 

These countries are also dominating the French 
market. Although the French also seem to be consuming 
lower quantities of canned sardines, the decline is more 
moderate than in the UK and Germany. Imports during 
the first half of the year were down by 19%, compared 
with a 34% decline in the UK. 

This makes the outlook for the canned small pelagics 
market very mixed. Europe appears to be in long term 
decline, while South America is definitely emerging as an 
interesting prospect. 

There may be some disruptions in landings of small 
pelagics off South America, as meteorological authorities 
are warning that a new La Nina is forming. There is still 
considerable uncertainty, but early warnings have been 
issued by the US National Weather Service in September. 
In late August Peru reported lower landings of anchovies 
for human consumption. 

SMALL PELAGICS

Imports
Canned sardine: Germany

...............Jan-Dec............... ...............Jan-Jun...............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Morocco 6.6 6.1 4.8 2.5 2.9 1.8

Netherlands 4.3 1.5 1.3 1.0 0.7 0.5

Others 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9

Total 12.2 8.5 7.3 3.9 4.3 3.1

Source: Eurostat

Imports
Canned sardine: UK

...............Jan-Dec................ ...............Jan-Jun...............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Morocco 5.4 4.5 4.7 2.3 2.3 1.1

Portugal 5.7 4.7 5.0 2.0 2.7 2.4

Others 3.0 2.7 4.4 1.1 2.3 1.3

Total 14.1 11.9 14.1 5.4 7.3 4.8

Source: Seafish

 
SMALL PELAGICS NEWS
 
ARGENTINA: FIRST ANCHOVY FISHERY GAINS MSC 
CERTIFICATION
 
The Argentinean Bonaerense anchovy semi-pelagic mid-water 
trawl net fishery has become the first Marine Stewardship Council 
certified anchovy fishery. The client groups for the certification 
consist of Delicias S.A. and Centauro S.A. Together, the companies 
have five high-seas ice-chilling vessels and landed about 10 
to 15% of the catch of the Bonaerense anchovy stock in 2010. 
In 2010, the clients caught about 2 000 tonnes of anchovies. 
80% of the Argentine anchovy (Engraulis anchoita) harvest is 
exported, with the most important markets being Spain, Peru 
and Morocco. The remainder stays in domestic markets. Products 
derived from the fishery include anchovy fillets in oil, vacuum-
packed anchovy fillets, anchovies in brine, salt-cured anchovies, 
anchovy fillet marinated in vinegar and whole frozen anchovies. 
“We are committed to fishing in a responsible and sustainable 
manner, and protecting the natural resources of the ocean is a 
key component of our business. We are proud to be recognized 
as the first MSC-certified anchovy fishery in the world and look 
forward to the benefits of MSC certification for our companies,” 
said Carlos Rodriguez, speaking for the client group. “We would 
also like to thank the National Institute of Fisheries Research and 
Development of Argentina for their valuable contribution to the 
achievement of this certification.” Source: SEAFOODSOURCE.COM 
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Prices remain high in quiet market as operators await quotas 
for new fishing season in Peru 

With the new season in Peru and Chile still not underway, buyers are unwilling to 
commit to purchases until the quota levels have been determined. In any case, most 
are well covered for immediate needs so there is no rush to buy.

FISHMEAL

Meal 85%
4 349 

Oil 15%
991

Meal and oil processed production (2009) 
(in 1 000 tonnes)

Source: FAO

Production
Fishmeal:  5 major producers

.............Jan-Dec............. .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Peru/Chile 1 390 2 039 1 487 1 324 1 102 1 334

Denmark/
Norway 668 274 433 182 350 166

Iceland 151 198 225 70 156 81

Total 2 209 2 511 2 146 1 576 1 608 1 597
Source:  IFFO 

* these figures refer only to IFFO member countries

Production

Total fishmeal production in the five major IFFO 
reporting countries during the first six months of the year 
showed unchanged volumes from the same period 2010 

at 1.6 million tonnes. However, there were significant 
changes among the producing areas with South American 
production rising 21% thanks to improved catches 
following the El Niño year of 2010.  In Northern Europe, 
the situation was quite the opposite, with production 
falling 51%, both because of somewhat lower catches, 
but more importantly, a dramatically higher share of 
catches going to direct human consumption rather than 
for reduction.

South America

In early October, with no fishing activity in Peru’s 
Southern zone, accumulated catches during 2011 in this 
fishing area have come to 4.8 million tonnes, compared 
with 2.8 million tonnes in 2010. When looking at the 
last 12 months instead of only the calendar year, the 
difference is small, 5.2 million tonnes compared with 4.9 
million tonnes the previous 12 months.  

The new season in Peru’s North and Central areas 
is expected to start in November with quotas still to be 
determined by IMARPE, the Peruvian Marine Fisheries 

Institute. Most 
industry observers 
expect unchanged 
levels at around 2 
million tonnes.

In Chile the 
situation is similarly 
quiet, despite 
the end of the 
anchovy ban in mid 
September. 

USA

In the USA 
menhaden catches 
have been plentiful 
at 540 000 tonnes 
in the Gulf (290 000 
tonnes in 2010) and 
139 000 tonnes in 
the Atlantic (143 000 
tonnes).
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Europe

Iceland

In Northern Europe, the mackerel fisheries in 
Iceland have ended close to the quota at 163 000 tonnes. 
The fleet is switching towards herring with catches so far 
nearly 110 000 tonnes out of the 149 000 tonne quota. 
The Icelandic fleet is also catching capelin for which 
the preliminary quota has been set at 181 000 tonnes, 
although no landings have been reported yet.

Denmark

Denmark’s autumn sprat fisheries season has started 
with good catches bringing the annual total towards 160 
000 tonnes.

FISHMEAL

Exports
Fishmeal:  Peru

.............Jan-Dec............. .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

China 831.9 753.9 554.5 529.1 305.1 453.1

Germany 191.9 269.1 136.3 73.6 51.9 47.5

Japan 148.1 117.1 112.2 67.6 51.8 34.3

Taiwan PC 46.8 61.4 34.5 34.4 13.7 17.7

UK 22.7 54.4 32.2 NA NA 11.6

Vietnam 63.1 62.5 37.5 NA NA 25.2

Others 259.5 218.8 177.3 173.3 109.1 70.8

Total 1564.0 1537.2 1084.5 878.0 531.6 660.2
Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 11634

Exports
Fishmeal:  Chile

.............Jan-Dec............. .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

( 1000 tonnes)

China 245 328 120 235 94 63

Japan 51 61 55 31 26 15

Germany 37 30 12 22 4 9

Spain 32 30 24 13 14 9

Rep. Korea 25 30 20 13 10 7

Italy 22 26 19 10 9 7

Taiwan PC 18 21 NA 13 4 3

Others 57 79 69 41 36 20

Total 487 605 319 378 197 134
Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 11625, 
(*) included under others

Norway

The Norwegian fleet has finished the mackerel 
season and is focusing on herring. For herring,  ICES  is 
recommending somewhat lower catches in 2012 with a 
cut in the spring spawning herring quota from 990 000 
tonnes in 2011 to 833 000 tonnes in 2012. The advice 
on Norway pout for 2012 is unchanged, at zero tonnes. 
On the positive side is the recommendation for a large 
increase in the blue whiting quota for 2012, up from a 
mere 40 000 tonnes in 2011 to a sizable 391 000 tonnes 
in 2012. Contrary to mackerel and herring, blue whiting 
goes almost entirely to reduction. 

Exports 

South America

Peru, the world’s major producer and exporter 
of fishmeal, increased its exports during the first six 
months, up 24% on last year. China remains the principal 
destination with 453 00 tonnes, up 49% on last year. The 
growth in China’s imports from Peru compared with 2010 
is remarkable, even though they remain lower than those 
of 2009. 

Imports
Fishmeal*:  USA

.......Jan-Dec......... ......Jan-Jun......

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Chile 5.5 5.9 13.1 3.4 7.8 5.7

Mexico 22.7 17.9 5.8 11.0 4.4 5.2

Canada 2.0 6.7 6.7 1.5 2.9 2.7

Peru               0.6 0.5 3.2 0.3 0.8 0.0

Others 7.3 3.9 10.3 3.7 2.7 1.7

Total 38.1 34.8 39.1 20.0 18.6 15.3
Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 11630    
* excluding solubles 

Chile, the second largest exporter, saw its exports 
fall again, as in 2010, reaching 134 000 tonnes. As for 
Peru, China is the major market for Chilean fishmeal. 
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* all origins, 64-65% cif Hamburg; 44% cif Rotterdam

Prices
Fishmeal and Soymeal

Source: Oil World, GLOBEFISH AN 11702, 11706

Imports
Fishmeal:  Germany

.............Jan-Dec............. .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Morocco 1.8 5.6 36.0 0.0 21.1 19.2

Peru 129.9 251.1 159.3 106.4 86.1 17.3

Denmark 8.8 14.9 13.4 4.6 5.7 10.2

Chile 5.0 15.5 4.8 10.6 0.0 9.1

Iceland 7.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.5

France 3.6 3.9 3.1 1.9 1.4 0.9

Others 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Total 165.3 310.5 226.1 126.6 122.5 60.2
Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 11635

Imports
Fishmeal:  UK

.............Jan-Dec............. .............Jan-Jun.............

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

 Peru 25.0 54.3 33.6 17.5 18.4 11.7

 Denmark 22.0 19.1 29.7 7.0 15.9 9.9

 Germany 8.3 2.5 14.9 0.9 6.6 6.0

 Norway 3.8   2.4 3.6 1.2 2.4 3.1

 Iceland 10.3 1.7 2.8 0.0 1.4 1.4

 Ireland 9.1 22.1 10.9 12.8 9.5 1.2

 Others 12.4 12.3 5.4 5.8 3.7 3.1

Total 90.9 114.4 101.0 45.2 57.8 36.7
Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 11632, (*) included under others

UK

Imports fell a dramatic 37 % during the first semester. 
In particular, imports from Peru, Denmark and Ireland 
declined whereas purchases from Norway and Iceland 
held up well. 

USA

As in the other Western markets for meal, imports 
fell back significantly during the first six months of 2011, 
down 18%. The US continues to import mainly from Chile, 
Mexico and Canada.

Markets 
 
China

During the first six months of 2011, China’s import 
volumes of fishmeal were 467 000 tonnes, 11.9 % down on 
2010. The value reached USD 721 million, 14 % down to 
the same period of 2010.  

Europe

Germany

The major hub for international trade in fishmeal 
saw imports fall back during early 2011, down 51%. This 
follows a reduction already seen during 2010 compared 
with 2009. In particular, supplies from Peru declined by a 
massive 80% compared with 2010. 

Outlook

Although there has been some recent weakening, 
prices remain at high levels. The new quotas in Peru are 
expected to be similar to this year and should not alter the 
price picture much. On the demand side, there is growing 
uncertainty given the economic slow down in many 
large importing countries. Further softening of prices 
therefore could become apparent over the next couple 
of quarters. However, long term demand projections are 
positive with growing demand for fishmeal inputs from 
both aquaculture and terrestrial animal production.
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Quiet market at firm levels as operators await new season in 
South America

FISH OIL

months of 2011. Chile has a substantial domestic market 
in its salmon and trout farming sector and, with the 
recovery of the industry, the need for oil is increasing 
substantially after a difficult 2009-2010 period. As a 
result, Peru’s exports to Chile have also grown during 
2011 with Chile now being the largest market for Peruvian 
oil exports.

Outlook

As for fishmeal the long term outlook is positive 
as increasing demand from aquaculture and terrestrial 
animal production is expected to grow strongly.  For 
fish oil in particular, the demand for Omega 3 and oil as 
dietary supplement will drive up prices. In the short term, 
prices will depend on the new catch quotas in Peru and 
Chile, the rate of recovery in the Chilean salmon industry 
and the overall demand for both marine aquaculture and 
dietary supplements.

Catches and oil production

Production reported by IFFO members during the 
first half of 2011 was up 32% on the previous year as 
South American catches recovered from an El Niño year. 
In Northern Europe, the resource situation is positive, 
but with an increasing share of catches going for direct 
human consumption for herring, mackerel and capelin, 
less is available for fishmeal and fish oil production. 
In the US, catches have been positive, but poor yields 
have depressed oil production. This has been facilitated 
by modernization of the fleet, investments in quality 
preserving technology such as chilled water tanks on board 
vessels and new port infrastructure. The introduction of 
ITQs in many fisheries has allowed for longer seasons and 
a strengthened focus on quality.

In the future, we are bound to see economics play 
an increasingly important role in determining whether 
the raw material goes for direct human consumption or 
for fishmeal and oil production. And the meal and oil 
produced will go to those products able to defend the 
cost of input factors in an increasing competitive market 
for protein. This means that we will see more changes 
in feed composition, as well as in aquaculture products. 

Markets

Despite increased production, exports from Peru 
and Chile were only marginally higher during the first six 

Production
Fish oil:  main exporters 

..........Jan-Dec.......... ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Peru/Chile 459 410 402 304 179 273

Denmark/Norway 93 79 254 41 72 53

Iceland 81 44 130 20 22 35

Total 633 532 785 365 274 363
Source:  IFFO * these figures refer only to IFFO member countries

Exports
Fish oil:  USA

..........Jan-Dec.......... ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Menhaden 43.2 31.5 62.2 10.8 27.8 7.8

Other 13.3 17.4 14.8 11.3 6.8 10.5

Total 56.5 48.9 77.0 22.1 34.6 18.3
Source:  GLOBEFISH AN 11789

Exports
Fishoil:  Peru

.......... Jan-Dec .......... ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Belgium 64.6 67.3 44.8 34.0 21.9 14.5

Chile 52.3 22.5 61.9 12.0 19.7 26.2

Denmark 32.6 85.1 42.7 25.0 7.6 21.2

Norway 31.4 19.5 14.2 10.4 7.8 3.0

Canada 20.5 17.1 19.9 5.8 10.4 5.1

Australia 10.0 9.7 12.4 4.2 5.2 1.0

China 1.0 31.5  na 17.3 8.7 8.6

Others 22.4 34.5 39.1 23.6 11.9 15.7

 Total  234.9 287.2 235.1 132.3 93.3 95.4
Source: Produce

Exports
Fishoil:  Chile

.......... Jan-Dec .......... ..........Jan-Jun..........

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)

Japan 15.8 10.6 7.5 4.0 3.5 3.3

Denmark 15.0 0.0 4.0 0.0 4.0 0.0

China 12.6 0.0 11.0 10.7 8.8 2.8

Norway 5.5 1.0 6.4 1.0 2.4 0.0

Belgium 3.1 22.4 2.1 na na 0.0

Others 29.1 46.7 19.2 40.1 7.8 18.7

Total general 81.0 80.8 50.0 55.8 26.5 24.7
Source: Boletín de Exportaciones del IFOP
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New strategies to attract more consumers

Mollusc producers have gone to considerable effort to introduce new presentations of 
shellfish products to the EU market.  There has been a reduction in demand for fresh 
product from Europe because of economic constraints and fewer people going out to 
eat seafood in restaurants, however, they still want to be able to enjoy eating shellfish 
at home.
Latest statistics on world production of bivalves are only available up to 2009, and 
show that the combined production of the main bivalve species was a little over 9 mil-
lion tonnes that year.

Ready to eat products 

At the recent International Fair of Frozen Seafood 
Conxemar 2011, held in Spain, seafood companies 
presented many different value-added bivalve products. 
Strong competition is forcing companies to develop 
new strategies to attract more consumers.  Along with 
certification of sustainable production, companies have 
realized that they need to appeal to consumers with a 
wide range of “ready to eat” products. 

Mussel imports decreased by 7% in European 
countries during the first six months of 2011, compared 
with the same period last year to 53 300 tonnes. France 
remains the main top importer with 28 800 tonnes, a 
decline of 16% over the same period in 2010.

In French market, The Netherlands continues to 
be the most important supplier for mussels, with 7 000 
tonnes from January to June of 2011, followed by Chile 
(6 100 tonnes) and Spain (5 100 tonnes). Meanwhile, 
Ireland is losing its presence in France, with a significant 
reduction from 6 700 tonnes in 2010 to 4 500 tonnes in 
2011. Most of Italy consumption however is supplied by 
domestic producers.

Even with a small reduction, Spain continues to be 
the main exporter of mussels to Italy with 7 000 tonnes 
in the first half of 2011, followed by Chile with 6 300 
tonnes. New Zealand maintains its presence in Italian 
market with a volume of 400 tonnes in January to June 
2011.

Fishermen are back in fashion

In UK markets, more consumers are looking to 
purchase local and organic food. The concept of buying 
fresh food from farmers and fishermen is coming back 
into fashion, and producers should seek ways of using 
this approach to promote shellfish consumption. At the 
moment, molluscs are not among the top ten favourite 
seafood categories in Britain. Although shellfish is popular 
in the UK, it tends to be prawns and scampi.

A unique flavour

Other strategies to promote different characteristics 
of seafood have also been used. Several companies have 
developed a special tasting oyster (Crassostrea gigas) for 
fresh market called “Umami”. These oysters are fed with 
particular species of algae and farmed in a controlled 
environment, which is supposed to allow the oyster to 
acquire a unique taste advertised as an opportunity to 
“discover the fifth taste”. These are particularly popular 
in The Netherlands, where consumers are willing to pay 
more for high quality oyster and mussels products.

Imports
Mussels:  Selected European countries

.....Jan-Dec..... .....Jan-Jun.....

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2001

(1 000  tonnes)
France 47.7 50.4 58.4 27.1 34.5 28.8

Italy 38.1 40.3 36.5 17.9 16.9 17.9

Belgium 28.1 29.0 29.3 6.7 6.1 6.5

Total 113.8 119.7 124.2 51.6 57.5 53.3
Source:  GLOBEFISH

Imports
Mussels:  France

.....Jan-Dec..... .....Jan-Jun.....

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2001

(1 000 tonnes)
Netherlands 12.5 11.9 13.9 6.1 6.4 7.0

Chile 9.8 8.4 10.7 4.6 6.1 6.1

Spain 12.2 14.6 12.4 6.1 6.5 5.1

Ireland 5.6 5.3 8.6 3.4 6.7 4.5

Italy 2.5 2.3 4.7 2.1 4.2 3.4

UK 1.6 2.4 2.2 1.9 1.9 1.5

Greece 2.6 3.7 2.7 1.8 0.8 0.7

Denmark 2.4 1.7 2.0 0.8 1.2 0.4

Others 2.3 0.9 0.9 0.6 0.7 0.4

Total       51.5 51.2 58.1 27.3 34.5 29.2
Source:  National statistics
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Scallops

In the first half of 2011, the UK was the top 
exporter of scallops to Italy, with 1 169 tonnes, followed 
distantly by Peru (381 tonnes) and France (374 tonnes). 
Peru continues to be the leading exporter of scallops to 
France, with 3 700 tonnes from January to June 2011. In 
2010 Peru was the leading exporter of scallops to France 
with 8 000 tonnes. The monthly average wholesale price 
for fresh scallops in Paris was EUR 3.4/kg in May 2011.

According NOAA’s annual Fisheries of the US report 
for 2010, scallops were priced significantly lower in 2010 
and dropped in value behind salmon, which rose from 3rd 
to 2nd most valuable species after crab.

In Japan, the scallop season off Hokkaido is almost 
halfway through, with good catches recorded of more than 
50% of the quota of 268 400 tonnes for 2011. Prices are 
up by 12-13%, but the domestic market is not responsive. 
Exports to the USA are also slow and will probably slow 
further in August as higher quotas for scallop in the US 
will mean more local supply. Recently, additional scallop 
resources outside the traditional fishing areas were 
found, increasing the exploitable biomass in the USA to 
241 million pounds.

Clams

In terms of total bivalve production, clams and 
related species such as cockles and arkshells, form about 
5% of the total. Demand for clams has long outstripped 
wild supply and more than 80% of clams consumed 
come from farmed sources. The area dedicated to clam 
and scallop farming in Viet Nam’s Mekong Delta is set 
to expand by more than 300% in the next four years, 

Imports
Mussels:  Italy

.....Jan-Dec..... .....Jan-Jun.....

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)
Spain 20.2 23.9 22.1 8.8 8.4 7.0

Chile 7.0 4.7 6.6 2.3 4.4 6.3

Ireland 1.0 1.2 1.4 0.6 0.8 0.5

Greece 6.1 7.4 3.4 4.5 1.6 2.6

N.Zealand 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.4

Others 2.7 3.6 3.3 1.8 1.9 1.6

Total       37.9 41.4 37.1 18.4 17.3 18.4
Source:  National statistics

Imports
Mussels:  Spain

.....Jan-Dec..... .....Jan-Jun.....

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)
Chile 9.3 8.0 10.7 4.3 6.9 7.5

France 1.9 1.4 2.2 0.6 1.0 0.7

Italy 0.5 1.0 1.1 0.4 0.8 0.5

Portugal 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.1 0.3 0.3

Others 5.0 1.5 0.7 0.6 0.2 1.8

Total       16.7 12.2 15.2 6.0 9.2 10.8
Source:  National statistics

Imports
Scallops: France

.....Jan-Dec..... .....Jan-Jun.....

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(1 000 tonnes)
Peru 3.5 5.3 8.0 2.1 3.4 3.7

Argentina 6.3 5.3 6.0 2.7 2.7 2.6

UK 1.6 4.6 4.0 2.4 1.1 1.9

USA 1.5 5.5 3.6 2.6 0.8 1.6

Canada 2.2 1.6 1.7 0.6 0.6 0.6

Chile 1.6 2.8 1.1 1.2 0.5 0.3

Viet Nam 0.4 0.2 0.9 0.2 0.6 0.3

Japan 1.6 1.0 0.7 0.1 0.3 0.2

Others 1.6 1.7 2.1 0.7 2.5 1.2

Total 20.4 28.0 28.0 12.4 12.6 12.4
Source:  National statistics

Imports
Scallops:  Italy

.....Jan-Dec..... .....Jan-Jun.....

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

( tonnes)
UK 1435 1502 1842 950 882 1169

France 543 495 515 201 322 374

Peru 427 321 457 228 154 381

Spain 393 194 334 81 145 153

Others 532 508 507 270 228 224

Total 3330 3020 3655 1730 1731 2301
Source:  National statistics

Imports
Scallops:  Spain

.....Jan-Dec..... .....Jan-Jun.....

2008 2009 2010 2009 2010 2011

(tonnes)
Italy 6798 5822 4088 3171 2051 1491

France 2832 3330 3557 509 938 925

UK 1328 1036 1335 414 637 447

Peru 702 273 449 84 79 221

Others 1404 2084 2072 641 530 773

Total 13064 12545 11501 4819 4235 3857
Source:  National statistics

BIVALVES
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Republic of  Korea company is investing in 
shellfish

The Dalian Zhangzidao Fishery Group is planning to 
invest CNY 100 million in a project to establish abalone 
and sea cucumber breeding and processing plants the 
Republic of Korea. 

Mouse Bioassay for marine biotoxins

In a previous issuse of the Globefish Highlights, it was 
reported that at the end of 2010 the European Commission 
announced that biological testing for the detection of 
marine biotoxins will be replaced by chemical methods 
from July 2011. This change has now taken place but 
member states will be allowed to continue using mouse 
bioassays for a transitional period up to 1 January 2015. 
All the countries that export to EU will need to switch to 
chemical testing in the same period of time.

Outlook

New markets and new consumers will be the key 
for producers of bivalve molluscs. The real value of 
shellfish should be highlighted and the focus should be 
on “ready to eat” products. One area that also needs 
to be addressed is the problem of biotoxins in molluscs. 
Better information should be available for consumers to 
understand this problem, especially when it is related to 
local and small scale production.

according to VASEP. Clam production is projected to 
reach 142 700 tonnes by 2015.

The Dutch razor clam fishery will be the first fishery 
of introduced species to apply for MSC certification. This 
fishery is located along the south-western and northern 
coasts of The Netherlands. Four of the eight possible 
licenses are in use at present, fishing on a quota of 8 000 
tonnes, of which some 3 500 tonnes are caught. The razor 
clams are mainly exported to Spain and Italy.    

The US Top ten seafood list, created by National 
Fisheries Institute, shows a slight reduction in clam 
consumption in 2010. Clams are now at number ten on 
the list, with a consumption of 0.341 pounds per capita, 
decrease of 10% compared with 2009 (0.375 pounds).

Recovery of Flat oyster

The flat oyster species Ostrea edulis was virtually 
wiped out in the mid 20th century by high mortality and 
overfishing, followed in the 1970s and 80s by the disease 
bonamiosis. A project to try to recover the production of 
this oyster species is being undertaken by a number of 
shellfish producers’ associations and companies in Europe, 
making use of scientific progress made in universities and 
research centres. It is hoped that final results will be 
available in 2013.

At present the main species grown and consumed in 
Europe is the Pacific oyster, Crassostrea gigas, introduced 
to replace the decimated populations of the flat oyster. 
However, this species has suffered considerably from 
disease this year as well, although oyster mortalities have 
stabilised in all the observed locations since the beginning 
of August, as reported by the French National Observatory 
managed by IFREMER. Resistant seeds selected for the 
2011 season have been showing promising results. 

Organic Abalone

Organic production of various farmed seafood species 
has become a popular niche market. Connemara Abalone 
is an aquaculture company in the west of Ireland that is 
dedicated to the cultivation of abalone. It is exporting 
live organic Irish abalone throughout the world. 

The abalone stock was adversely affected by the 
tsunami off Japan in March this year. Miyagi Prefecture, 
which was particularly badly hit, had the second biggest 
abalone catch in 2009 in Japan, but now the number of 
young abalone has dropped by more than 90%.

In September this year, the abalone fishery off 
Western Australia was closed because of high seawater 
temperatures, which started last November and did not 
dissipate till March 2011. Sea temperatures have been 
three degrees and more above average and have caused 
damage to other fish species, as well as abalone.

 
BIVALVES NEWS
Chilean Mussel industry in search of diversifying markets 
The Association of Mussel Farmers in Chile AG (AmiChile) states 
that the current situation in Europe is stable and that sale levels 
are similar to those prior to the crisis but the prices are lower. One 
of the rapidly developing markets with greatest growth potential 
is Russia, which in 2009 accounted for 0.80% of mussel shipments, 
with USD 685 000 from exported products and in 2010, 3.5% with 
USD 3.7 million. According to the available data, up to May 2011, 
the Russian market has already accounted for 2% with USD 1.2 
million. Meanwhile, in Latin America, the country that stands out 
is Argentina, which in 2009 accounted 1.8% of shipments in terms 
of returns, with USD 1.6 million, in 2010, 2.3% and USD 2.4 million. 
Source: Aqua.cl 
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Fish and fishery products statistics1

Capture fisheries 
production

Aquaculture fisheries 
production Exports Imports

2007 2008 2007 2008 2008 2009 2010 2008 2009 2010

estim. f’cast estim. f’cast

Million tonnes (live weight equivalent) USD billion

ASIA 46.4 46.7 47.0 49.5 33.8 39.7 44.6 29.7 35.3 39.2

China2 16.0 15.8 33.1 35.1 12.2 15.2 17.9 8.4 10.2 11.4

of which China, Hong Kong SAR 0.2 0.2 - - 0.4 0.5 0.5 2.5 3.0 3.4

& Taiwan Province of China 1.0 0.8 0.3 0.3 1.6 1.5 1.7 0.8 0.9 0.9

India 4.1 4.1 3.9 3.8 2.0 2.4 2.5 0.1 0.1 0.1

Indonesia 5.0 5.1 1.7 1.7 2.2 2.6 2.8 0.2 0.3 0.4

Japan 4.3 3.8 0.7 0.8 1.8 1.9 2.0 13.2 14.9 16.3

Korea, Rep. of 1.9 1.9 0.5 0.5 1.3 1.6 1.9 2.7 3.2 3.7

Philippines 2.6 2.6 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.2

Thailand 1.9 1.7 1.3 1.4 6.2 7.1 8.3 1.9 2.1 2.6

Viet Nam 2.1 2.2 2.5 2.6 4.3 4.4 4.5 0.4 0.4 0.4

AFRICA 7.3 7.2 0.9 1.0 4.5 5.0 5.0 3.4 3.5 3.7
Ghana 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2

Morocco 1.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 1.5 1.5 1.5 0.1 0.1 0.1

Namibia 0.4 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0

Nigeria 0.6 0.6 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.8 1.0 1.1

Senegal 0.4 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0

South Africa 0.6 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.2

CENTRAL AMERICA 2.1 2.1 0.3 0.3 2.0 1.8 1.8 1.0 1.2 1.3
Mexico 1.6 1.6 0.2 0.2 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.4 0.5 0.6

Panama 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0

SOUTH AMERICA 13.9 13.2 1.5 1.6 9.4 9.9 11.3 1.9 2.3 2.6
Argentina 1.0 0.9 0.0 0.0 1.1 1.3 1.5 0.1 0.1 0.1

Brazil 0.8 0.8 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.7 1.0 1.2

Chile 3.6 3.5 0.8 0.8 3.6 3.4 4.0 0.1 0.3 0.3

Ecuador 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.2 1.6 1.8 2.1 0.2 0.2 0.3

Peru 7.4 6.9 0.0 0.0 2.2 2.5 2.9 0.1 0.2 0.2

NORTH AMERICA 5.5 5.4 0.7 0.6 7.7 9.0 10.0 15.9 17.8 20.3

Canada 0.9 0.9 0.2 0.2 3.2 4.0 4.1 2.0 2.3 2.5

United States of America 4.3 4.2 0.5 0.5 4.1 4.7 5.5 13.9 15.5 17.9

EUROPE 13.0 13.3 2.3 2.5 36.1 39.7 44.3 45.7 48.6 55.2

European Union 2 5.1 5.2 1.2 1.3 23.9 25.7 29.1 40.7 43.3 49.5

of which Extra-EU “ “ “ “ 3.8 4.4 5.0 21.4 23.0 26.7

Iceland 1.3 1.1 0.0 0.0 1.7 1.8 2.0 0.1 0.1 0.1

Norway 2.4 2.5 0.8 1.0 7.1 8.8 9.6 1.2 1.1 1.2

Russian Federation 3.4 3.8 0.1 0.1 2.3 2.3 2.5 2.0 2.3 2.5

OCEANIA 1.2 1.2 0.2 0.2 2.2 2.4 2.7 1.3 1.5 1.6
Australia 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.8 0.9 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.4

New Zealand 0.5 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.9 1.1 1.2 0.1 0.1 0.1

WORLD 3 89.6 89.1 52.9 55.7 95.7 107.5 119.7 98.8 110.1 123.9
World excluding Intra-EU “ “ “ “ 75.5 86.2 95.6 79.6 89.8 101.2

Developing countries 66.0 65.9 49.1 51.6 48.3 54.9 61.5 22.8 27.5 30.8

Developed countries 23.5 23.1 3.9 4.1 47.4 52.6 58.2 76.0 82.6 93.2

LIFDCs 20.0 20.4 8.7 8.7 7.9 9.1 9.6 3.3 3.5 3.8

LDCs 8.1 8.5 1.9 2.1 1.4 1.4 1.6 0.3 0.4 0.4

NFIDCs 18.7 18.9 2.9 3.1 6.9 7.5 8.1 2.6 2.6 2.6

1  Production and trade data exclude whales, seals, other aquatic mammals and aquatic plants. Trade data include fishmeal and fish oil. 
2. Including intra-trade. Cyprus is included in Asia as well as in the European Union.   3  For capture fisheries production, the aggregate 
includes also 65 495 tonnes in 2008 and 60 162 tonnes in 2009 of not identified countries, data not included in any other aggregates.                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                       Totals may not match due to rounding.
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Private standards and certification in fisheries and aquaculture 

Private standards and related certification schemes are becoming significant features
of international fish trade and marketing. They have emerged in areas where there is a
perception that public regulatory frameworks are not achieving the desired outcomes,
such as sustainability and responsible fisheries management. Their use is also becoming 
more common in efforts to ensure food safety, quality and environmental sustainability 
in the growing aquaculture industry.

In the food safety area, private certification schemes 
emerged to verify compliance with government-mandated 
requirements for firms to introduce Hazard Analysis and 
Critical Control Point (HACCP) food safety management 
systems. These apply to food generally, including fish 
and seafood. The more recent proliferation of private 
standards schemes in fisheries and aquaculture has 
emerged in areas where there is a perception that public 
regulatory frameworks are failing to achieve desired 
outcomes, such as sustainability and responsible fisheries 
management, or to ensure food safety, quality and 
environmental sustainability in the growing aquaculture 
industry. A relatively new development is governments 
themselves utilizing private market certification schemes 
to gain traction in their own policy frameworks. The 
public-private interface is changing and private standards 
and certification schemes are an important part of that 
dynamic. 

There is scant empirical evidence on the market 
significance of private standards. This report analyses the 
two main types of private standards affecting fish trade 
and their implications for a range of stakeholders, as 
well as their overall policy and governance implications. 
It concentrates on: 

• “Ecolabels”, or private standards and certification 
schemes related to the sustainability of fish stocks, 
designed to incentivize responsible fisheries practices and 
to influence the procurement policies of large retailers 
and brand owners, as well as the purchasing decisions of 
consumers. 

• Private standards and certifications related to 
food safety and quality. Quality and safety criteria 
apply to fish and seafood from both marine capture and 
farmed sources. Private certification schemes specific 
to aquaculture have also emerged over the last decade. 
Aquaculture now accounts for almost half (47 percent) 
of fish for food supply. Private standards respond to 
concerns about aquaculture by offering guarantees 
related to quality, safety, environmental impacts, 
social responsibility, traceability, and transparency of 
production Processes. 

What is driving the development of private 
standards in fisheries And aquaculture? 

Large-scale retailers and food services now drive the 

demand for certification to private standards schemes, 
in both the food safety/quality and sustainability areas. 
Private standards are a key mechanism for large-scale 
retailers and commercial brand owners to translate 
requirements – both product and process specifications 
– to other parts of the supply chain. This is especially 
important as supply chains become more vertically 
integrated. From the perspective of firms, private 
standards and the certification sitting behind them can 
serve as mechanisms for safety and quality assurance, 
traceability, standardization of products from a range of 
international suppliers, and transparency of production 
processes. Attachment to an environmental standard or 
ecolabel provides insurance against boycotts and “bad 
press” from environmental groups and in the media, but 
it also helps retailers and brand owners tap into and grow 
consumer demand for ethical products. Corporate social 
responsibility policies now regularly include references to 
a range of private standards. The fisheries procurement 
policies of most large retailers typically include a 
significant sustainability component, often with targets 
for wild-caught fish to be certified to an ecolabel, and for 
farmed fish and seafood to be certified to an aquaculture 
certification scheme. Suppliers working at the post-
harvest level are increasingly required to be certified to 
a private food safety management certification scheme. 
The onus is therefore increasingly on suppliers to verify 
that their products meet certain standards. Certification 
provides this “burden of proof”. 

Ecolabels and marine capture fisheries 

Despite national and international mechanisms 
to improve the sustainability of fish stocks, the state 
of some of the world’s fisheries remains fragile. 
Disappointment with progress on sustainability has led 
to the development of ecolabelling certification schemes 
to influence the purchasing decisions of consumers and 
the procurement policies of retailers and food services 
selling fish and seafood products, as well as to reward 
fisheries engaging in responsible fishing practices. A range 
of ecolabelling and certification schemes exists in the 
fisheries sector, each with its own criteria, assessment 
processes, levels of transparency and sponsors. What is 
covered by the schemes can vary considerably: bycatch 
issues, fishing methods and gear, sustainability of stocks, 
conservation of ecosystems and even social and economic 
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development. The sponsors or developers of standards and 
certification schemes for fisheries sustainability also vary 
– private companies, industry groups, non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), and even some combinations 
of stakeholders. A relatively new development is 
government-sponsored national ecolabels (e.g. in France 
and Iceland). The Guidelines set substantive minimum 
criteria and have become the international reference 
for ecolabelling schemes. While it is difficult to estimate 
the volume of ecolabelled certified products on the 
international market, the two largest international 
schemes (both NGO-sponsored), claim to cover 7 percent 
and 10 percent, respectively, of the world’s capture 
fisheries. However, together this amounts to less than 
one-fifth of wild capture landed product. Probably only 
a small percentage of certified raw material ends up as 
a labelled product. Moreover, despite the exponential 
growth in the number of ecolabelled products on the 
market overall, they are also concentrated in certain 
species (salmon, white groundfish) and certain markets. 
The main demand for ecolabelled products appears to 
be in pockets of the European market (Germany, the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland), and the United States of America 
(especially in the food service industry). The costs 
and benefits of ecolabelling and certification accrue 
differently to different stakeholders. Retailers are the 
main drivers of the ecolabelling phenomenon and reap 
the most rewards in terms of value-addition to their brand 
and reputation, risk management, ease of procurement, 
and potential price premiums, at relatively low or no 
cost (relating to chain of custody certification or licence 
fees). In contrast, fishers assume the main cost burden. 
The actual costs of certification, including experts’ fees, 
can range from a few thousand United States dollars to 
up to USD250 000 depending on the size and complexity 
of the fishery, and on the scheme chosen. In terms of 
benefits to fishers, there is some evidence of more secure 
supply relationships based on certification, consolidation 
of position existing markets, and of new niche markets for 
environmentally friendly products. However, there is only 
spotty evidence of price premiums accruing to certified 
fish and seafood. At present, fisheries in developing 
countries represent a small minority of certified fisheries, 
most of which are large-scale. This is because developing 
countries have a limited presence in the markets, species, 
types of products, and supply chains where pressure 
to be certified is greatest. In addition, ecolabelling 
schemes do not translate well into the typical fisheries 
environment in developing countries (insufficient 
fisheries management regimes, data deficiencies, small-
scale multispecies fisheries), while the high costs of 
certification are often prohibitive for small-scale or 
resourcepoor operators. In the future, the procurement 
policies of large international food firms with targets for 
ecolabelled fish are likely to drive demand and spread it 
to new markets. More fisheries will need to be certified 
to meet that demand. Yet despite exponential growth 
in certification, some retailers have already had to 
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downgrade their procurement targets owing to a lack of 
supply. Future supply gaps could also be caused by quota 
reductions in certified fisheries and debates over re-
certification in significant fisheries. There are currently 
no indications that any new international private schemes 
are imminent. The emergence of national schemes (e.g. 
in France and Iceland) might affect that equation. 
National ecolabels, alongside regional and local quality 
marks based on sustainability claims, will add further 
complexity to international markets for ecolabelled 
products. The underlying rationale for any label or claim 
based on provenance is to promote the quality of those 
products over similar products from other geographical 
areas, a different motive than trying to improve the 
sustainability of the world’s fisheries. In any case, 
whether public or private, the quality of ecolabelling 
schemes is crucial – they must be transparent, robust 
and consistent with the FAO Guidelines. A mechanism 
for judging the credibility of schemes is required. There 
appears to be a fledgling sense of the limits of private 
certification. Industry representatives from some areas 
are starting to question the value of certification to an 
independent scheme, arguing that their reputations 
for good fisheries management are well established 
and that there should be another way to “prove” good 
management without resorting to costly certification 
to a private scheme. They are calling for alternative 
mechanisms to verify good fisheries management, perhaps 
based on the implementation of the FAO Code of Conduct 
for Responsible Fisheries. If these calls gain greater 
traction, they could affect the future viability of private 
ecolabelling schemes, and put pressure on governments 
to enhance global governance and regulatory frameworks 
for sustainable fisheries. 

Private standards and certification for food 
safety and quality in fisheries and aquaculture 

National and international regulatory frameworks to 
ensure food safety systems that function across national 
borders are well entrenched. The joint FAO/World Health 
Organization (WHO) Codex Alimentarius Commission 
(Codex, or the CAC) is the global reference for national 
food safety and quality strategies. However, fish exporters 
still face safety and quality-control regimes that vary 
from one jurisdiction to the next, as well as a growing 
proliferation of standards being introduced by the private 
sector. In addition to their firm-specific product and 
process specifications, many large retailers, commercial 
brand owners and food service industry firms require their 
suppliers of processed fish and seafood to be certified 
to a national or international food safety management 
scheme (FSMS), and for aquaculture products to be 
certified to one or other scheme that merges quality and 
safety with environmental protection, animal health and 
even social development. The pressure on producers (fish 
farmers) and processors (of both wild capture and farmed 
fish) to comply with private standards depends on the 
market, how that market is structured, and on the type of 
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product being sold. As in the ecolabels arena, largescale 
retailers and food firms are not equally demanding of 
all their suppliers or product lines. Requirements are 
more stringent for private-label and highly processed 
fish and seafood products than for basic commodity fish 
and seafood. For fish and seafood processors producing 
brand products or private-label products, certification 
would be essential. The pressure to comply with private 
standards is more intense for suppliers to markets in 
northern Europe, where a higher proportion of fish and 
seafood is sold in supermarkets, where there is a greater 
predominance of processed and value-added products, 
and where there are more private-label products. In terms 
of requirements for certified aquaculture, the market in 
the United States is also important. The more direct the 
supply relationship and the more integrated the supply 
chain, the more private standards are likely to enter the 
equation. The cost of certification to an FSMS could range 
from several thousand to hundreds of thousands of United 
States dollars, depending on the size of the company, the 
type of operation, and the gap between current systems 

relatively little exposure to the pressure to comply with 
private safety and/or quality standards. They supply 
proportionately smaller volumes into markets where 
private standards are most prevalent. They typically 
supply non-processed or minimally processed fish, while 
private standards apply mainly to processed value-
added products for brands or private labels. In addition, 
most of the fish from developing countries is traded via 
commodity trade arrangements rather than direct supply 
contracts, so they have a limited direct interface with 
retailers and private standards schemes. While there have 
been some attempts at harmonization in FSMSs, there is 
little evidence to suggest that retailers are prepared to 
give up their own mix of specifications and requirements 
for certification. Instead, it appears that global schemes 
sit over national collaborative schemes, which individual 
retailers sign up to and then add on their own individual 
product and process specifications (related to safety and 
quality as well as other aspects of their corporate social 
responsibility [CSR] policies). This is perhaps the clearest 
evidence that private standards are not only designed to 

and those required by the private standard schemes. 
Some costs are direct (licensing fees, audit fees to 
certification companies) while others are indirect, e.g. 
management time spent in planning and implementing any 
improvements required, developing new systems, and the 
costs of actual plant or gear upgrades. Fish farmers and 
processors bear a disproportionate share of the costs of 
certification compared with those at the retail end of the 
supply chain where demands for certification generate. 
The costs of compliance are disproportionately higher for 
small operators where there are few economies of scale. 
Retailers, alongside commercial brand owners, stand to 
reap the main benefits of private standards, in terms of 
traceability, risk management, product consistency and 
protection against litigation related to food safety failure. 
The costs of certification can be prohibitive for developing 
country operators. However, with the exception of 
farmed shrimp or processed seafood (e.g. canned tuna, 
frozen hake fillets), developing countries have so far had 

provide guarantees against food safety failures, they are 
also tools for differentiating retailers and their products. 
Private standards relating to food safety reflects the 
need of buyers to be assured that good practices have 
been implemented properly throughout the supply chain, 
rather than a lack of confidence in public food safety 
management systems, including the lack of direct access 
to audit reports on individual operators. This is particularly 
irksome for governments in exporting countries that have 
been certified by food inspection authorities in importing 
countries – as is the case in the European Union (EU) 
certified “competent authorities” – as having an effective 
food safety and quality management regime and the 
competence to verify compliance with food safety 
standards. For developing countries, it is increasingly 
clear that the main barrier to increased exports is no 
longer import tariffs but quality- and safety-related 
import requirements in import markets. The range of 
private standards adds to that challenge. 
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Policy and governance implications of private 
standards 

The impact of private standards – ecolabels, safety 
and/or quality or aquaculture certifications animals – is 
not uniform across markets, species, or types of products. 
However, overall, the impact of private standards in 
the trade and marketing of fish and seafood is likely to 
increase as supermarket chains consolidate their role as 
the primary distributors of fish and seafood products, 
and as their procurement policies move away from open 
markets towards contractual supply relationships. As the 
leading retail transnationals extend their global reach, 
their buying strategies are likely to progressively influence 
retail markets in East Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe and 
Latin America. Key issues related to the overall impact 
of private standards in fisheries and aquaculture and how 
they affect various stakeholders require resolution.

Assessing the quality and credence of private 
standards and related certification 

The proliferation of private standards causes 
confusion for many stakeholders: fishers and fish farmers 
trying to decide which certification scheme will bring 
the most market returns; buyers trying to decide which 
standards have most credence in the market and will 
offer returns to reputation and risk management; and 
governments trying to decide where private standards 
fit into their food safety management and resource 
management strategies. Transparency and good 
governance in private voluntary schemes is imperative. 
A mechanism for judging the quality of schemes is 
required. The FAO Guidelines on Ecolabelling of Fish and 
Fishery Products from Marine Capture Fisheries provides 
minimum substantive criteria and an agreed international 
reference for capture fisheries, as will the recently agreed 
FAO aquaculture guidelines for aquaculture. However, 
debate continues as to assessment methodologies, who 
should carry out any benchmarking exercise, and for what 
purpose (as an assessment tool, a formal benchmark, or 
to achieve mutual recognition). Benchmarking might 
only provide a snapshot in time, and there is a lack of 
consensus on key definitions such as “sustainability” (or 
even more complex concepts like “social sustainability”). 

Reducing and/or redistributing compliance 
costs 

Harmonization would help to reduce compliance 
costs, especially those associated with multiple 
documentation and audits (public and private). Issues 
related to the quality, consistency and capacity of 
certifiers also need to be addressed. Arguably more 
problematic than the actual costs of certification is the 
distribution of those costs. At present, the compliance 
costs associated with certification to a private standards 
scheme are borne disproportionately by those upstream 

in the supply chain rather than those downstream where 
the demands for certification generate. Yet the most 
robust evidence of price premiums suggests that they 
accrue to the retailers who demand certification. Should 
these retailers help foot the bill for certification? Is some 
redistribution of costs possible, and using what levers? 
Some governments already allocate public funds to help 
their industry offset the costs of private certification. 
Further international dialogue and sharing of experiences 
are needed. 

Integrated traceability 

It is the traceability aspects of private standards 
schemes that retailers and brand owners find most 
compelling – they provide valuable guarantees and 
a risk-management function when there is a lack of 
information on public systems and when governance 
in some exporting countries is perceived to be weak. 
Audit reports from private certifiers provide detailed 
evaluations on individual operators, whereas inspection 
reports by food control authorities are accessible to 
other public institutions rather than to individual buyers. 
Traceability is especially important in the context of 
increasingly complex supply and distribution systems and 
where products pass through multiple hands and even 
multiple countries before reaching the final consumer. 
Robust traceability and chain-of-custody mechanisms 
also prevent fraud, or non-certified products (of inferior 
quality or different origins) being passed off as certified 
product. There is a multiplicity of drivers for traceability 
in the food sector generally. Multiple mandatory 
traceability systems already operate in the fisheries and 
aquaculture sector (Codex document CAC/GL 60-2006, 
catch certification, country of origin, and mechanisms 
for combating illegal, unregulated and uncontrolled [IUU] 
fishing). 

Challenges and opportunities for developing 
countries

Fish and seafood are important income earners 
for many developing countries. Developing countries 
are crucial for current and future global supplies of 
fish and seafood products. They account for around 
half by value, and about 60 percent by volume, of all 
seafood traded internationally. However, certification 
to private standards schemes is problematic for many 
developing countries. Developing country operators 
remain underrepresented particularly among the ranks of 
certified fisheries (ecolabels) and certified fish processors 
(FSMSs). They are better represented in aquaculture, 
where there have been proactive strategies to organize 
small-scale farmers into associations, self-help groups 
or “clusters”. In general, certified operators from 
developing countries tend to be those that are large-
scale and involved in more integrated supply chains with 
direct links to developed country markets (through equity 
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or direct supply relationships). While some developing 
countries have argued that private standards pose a 
barrier to trade, there is no solid evidence of markets 
“drying up” as a result of demands for certification. 
Demands for certified products tend to be concentrated in 
markets and species that are not the main species traded 
by developing countries. Moreover, evidence suggests 
that meeting and maintaining equivalence to mandatory 
public standards of developed country markets currently 
poses more of a barrier to trade than do requirements 
to meet private standards. For developing countries 
to take advantage of the opportunities presented by 
private standards, they must first be able to meet the 
requirements of mandatory regulatory requirements in 
importing countries. This would create the foundations 
for future responses to private standards, if and when 
demand spreads to typical developing country species. 
Any technical cooperation in developing countries would 
be best focused on ensuring that the public systems are 
appropriate. While certification is problematic for many 
developing country fishers, farmers and processors, it 
might also provide a tool for engagement with large-
scale buyers. The challenges and costs of certification 
need to be weighed against the potential opportunities to 
access high-value and/or niche markets in key importing 

countries, and to participate in direct supply relationships, 
with less price volatility than selling through traditional 
auction markets. There is also potential for more value-
addition in developing countries that have a competitive 
advantage in lower labour costs. 

Impacts on international trade and World 
Trade Organization mechanisms 

The impact of private standards on international 
trade has been raised for discussion in relation to two World 
Trade Organization (WTO) agreements: the Agreement on 
the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures 
(SPS Agreement); and the Agreement on Technical Barriers 
to Trade (TBT Agreement). Some countries have argued 
that private standards go beyond relevant international 
public standards, have no particular scientific rationale, 
and are therefore inconsistent with the obligations of 
the SPS Agreement. Some countries fear that private 
standards could allow developed countries to impose 
their domestic policy frameworks either related to fishing 
methods and/or other standards (labour, human rights), 
offering grounds to discriminate against developing 
country products. Similarly, public sector financial support 
for private certification could be considered a “subsidy” 

to local industry. 
Further analysis is 
required to determine 
the consistency 
or otherwise of 
private standards 
with international 
standards and 
obligations of the SPS 
and TBT Agreements. 
While governments 
have the right to 
challenge the actions 
of other governments 
within the context of 
the WTO, the grounds 
for challenging 
non -gove rnmenta l 
actors is less clear. 
Requirements for only 
ecolabelled fish and 
seafood could mean 
that products could be 
excluded from certain 
markets because of 
perceptions of buyers 
and/or retailers about 
whether governments 
(from exporting 
countries) have lived 
up to their obligations 
for good fisheries 
management. What 
recourse governments 
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have to challenge these assessments and their 
implications is still largely unknown. Further enquiry and 
evidence of the actual effects of private standards on 
trade opportunities, especially for developing countries, 
are needed. While volumes of certified products remain 
modest, the impact on trade is likely to be slight. However 
as the boundaries between public and private standards 
and requirements start to blur, there are implications for 
trade that need to be closely monitored.

 
Do private standards complement, duplicate 
or undermine public regulation and policy 
frameworks? 

Private standards pose a key question for 
governments: Do they duplicate, complement, or 
undermine public regulatory frameworks for food safety 
assurance and sustainable fisheries and aquaculture. 
After over a decade of experience, there is some 
evidence of improvements resulting from ecolabelling 
and certification, but these are mainly indirect, such 
as reductions in bycatch, fewer impacts on ecosystems, 
improved surveillance and changes in data management. 
Certification methodologies are also being used as self-
assessment tools for fisheries, as a means to define gaps 
in performance and to set a roadmap for improvement. 
However, in terms of overall fisheries management and 
stock status, it is difficult to document evidence of 
improvements resulting from certification. Most of the 
fisheries certified to date were already well managed 
prior to certification. Governments need to determine 
how private market mechanisms fit into the overall 
governance framework for sustainable fisheries. Some 
governments have allocated funds to industry to offset 
the costs of certification as a mechanism for gaining 
traction in their own policy objectives. Others countries 
have co-opted the concept but under public management 
and ownership (national ecolabels), while still others see 
ecolabels more as a marketing tool. In any case, voluntary 
certification schemes are no substitute for good public 
management. Governments must continue to actively 
embed the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries 
into their national management strategies to ensure that 
fish stocks are available for future generations. The role of 
aquaculture needs to be part of this equation. Ecolabels 
may have highlighted the lack of any international 
framework by which governments can assess and monitor 
their own progress in fisheries governance, a situation 
that needs to be addressed. Private safety and/or quality 
standards are typically based on mandatory regulation 
and, therefore, are not likely to conflict with public food 
safety regulation. Duplication is more likely to be an 
issue, if not in relation to the content of requirements, 
then in methods of compliance and verification (including 
multilevel documentation). There is little evidence to 
suggest that compliance with private standards facilitates 
the implementation of public standards. Rather, 
compliance with public standards provides a baseline 
for, and is therefore essential for, meeting the additional 

requirements included in private standard schemes. Like 
fisheries certified to an ecolabelling scheme, operators 
that achieve certification to a private FSMS are mainly 
those that already run effective food safety management 
systems. Under this scenario, it is unlikely that 
certification incentivizes better food safety management. 
In short, efforts to improve food safety governance either 
at the national level or internationally are more likely 
to be effective if they concentrate on ensuring that the 
public systems are appropriate. Private standards overall 
are unlikely to conflict with public regulatory systems. 
They are typically either based on public requirements or 
include compliance with public requirements as part of 
the criteria for certification. They may duplicate public 
systems (food safety) or expose gaps in governance 
(lack of an international framework to assess fisheries 
sustainability), but they are unlikely to undermine 
them. Whether or not private standards incentivize 
better management remains unclear. Moreover, the issue 
of whether profit-maximizing private sector firms or 
NGOs are the best agents for incentivizing better food 
safety management and sustainability in fisheries and 
aquaculture also requires further debate. Are private 
standards an efficient mechanism for achieving public 
policy goals of food safety assurance and the sustainable 
use of natural resources? If they are compensating for 
perceived shortfalls in public governance, then they might 
be simply treating the symptoms when a more effective 
solution would be to invest in strategies to improve 
those public systems. Governments need to determine, 
both individually and collectively, how private market 
mechanisms fit into public policy frameworks for fisheries 
and aquaculture, and how they will engage with them.
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