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Sudan

Project title

Development of a Strategy for Building the Resilience of Pastoral Communities to Climate
Change in Two Ecosystems of Sudan
Overall objective: Building the resilience to climate-induced crises affecting pastoralists
and agro-pastoralists in two ecosystems of Sudan to contribute to food security and poverty
reduction in the face of climate change
Crops addressed: Sorghum vulgare, Andropogon gayanus sorghum, pearl millet (Millet
pennisetum), Desmodium dichotomum, Rynchosia mimnonia, Aristida papposa, Brachiaria
obtusiflora Blepharis edulis,Ischaemum ischaemoids

Main activities
•
•
•

Establish baseline data and assessment of the vulnerability level of target communities
Research and documentation of the characteristics of Sorghum Vulgare and other range
plants
Strengthen capacities of relevant stakeholders and build networks and partnerships in
the pastoral sector

Implementing institution

Rangel and Pasture Administration of Ministry of Livestock,
Fisheries and Rangelands

Related website
www.rangepasture.org
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SUDAN IS ENDOWED WITH A RICH GENE pool of forage plant genetic resources
that constitutes a valuable heritage for mankind and contributes to the income and
subsistence of a large sector of the population, which is either pastoralist (nomads) or
agro-pastoralist. As much as 80% of the population lives in rural areas and relies mainly
on agriculture for their livelihood.
The overall objective of this BSF project is to develop a strategy for the conservation
and sustainable use of forage genetic resources in the semi-arid, low rainfall Sudanese
savannah in order to help agro-pastoralist communities cope with food shortages
produced by climate shocks.
The project has, thus far, succeeded in identifying key stakeholders, including the
Agricultural Research Corporation, pastoralist unions and meteorological authorities at
the federal, state and local levels. Initiatives contributing to capacity building of policy
makers, technical staff and local community members have been implemented through
capacity building and awareness raising workshops.
A number of technical studies and reports have already been done about this on-going
BSF project, focusing particularly on the role of the diversity of natural forage plants
in pastoral livelihoods, the role of traditional knowledge in supporting livelihoods, the
characteristics of forage sorghum, and the impact of climate change on FPGRs and food
security.
This SAP will be incorporated within the national programs to achieve sustainable
conservation of forage plant genetic resources and be included as an essential element
for longer-term development plans.
This project will also provide the basis for the development of plans directed at improving
the livelihoods of pastoral communities in the country, while networking will facilitate the
exchange of views and experiences, and contribute to the application of SAP principles in
areas with similar environmental and social conditions.
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Close to 20,000 households in Butana and Kordofan states are expected to
benefit from these BSF project activities, including through the development of
skills and knowledge on the proper use and management of forage resources,
which are crucial for guaranteeing sustainable livelihoods.

