
Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

About this consultation

Welcome to the stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture (PGRFA).

The Secretariat of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) is developing a toolbox to
provide Contracting Parties with a comprehensive set of resources, including technical information, policy options, regulatory
guidelines, training opportunities, decision tools, and other materials that can enhance the effectiveness of activities promoting the
sustainable use of PGRFA. In order to assemble a toolbox that will cater for the needs of its users, it is essential for a wide range of
stakeholders to be involved in all stages of its development. The Secretariat is therefore seeking responses to the following survey in
order to advance the development of the Toolbox. The survey will take 30–40 minutes to complete.

The responses will be analysed anonymously and reported in a synthesis document at the Sixth Session of the Governing Body of the
Treaty in October 2015 and will be used to inform the development of the Toolbox.

The survey is also available in French (https://fr.surveymonkey.com/s/itpgrfa_sustainable_use_toolbox_fr) and Spanish
(https://es.surveymonkey.com/s/itpgrfa_sustainable_use_toolbox_es) and will be available for completion until 24 May 2015. Please
feel free to distribute the link to this survey among potential respondents in your network.

If you have any questions or would like further information about this survey, please contact Dr. Mario Marino, FAO – Treaty Support
Officer; Tel: 0039 06 57055084; Email: mario.marino@fao.org
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

About this consultation

* 1. We would like you to read some background information about the consultation.

Yes, I would like to read the background information

No, I would rather skip the background information
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Background to the consultation

The International Treaty and sustainable use of PGRFA
The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) is a legally binding instrument with the
objectives of facilitating conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) and the fair and
equitable sharing of benefits derived from their use, in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). Under Article 6 of
the Treaty, ‘Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources’, Contracting Parties are required to “develop and maintain appropriate policy
and legal measures that promote the sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture”, for example by:

1. Pursuing fair agricultural policies that promote, as appropriate, the development and maintenance of diverse farming systems
that enhance the sustainable use of agricultural biological diversity and other natural resources;

2. Strengthening research which enhances and conserves biological diversity by maximizing intra- and inter-specific variation for
the benefit of farmers, especially those who generate and use their own varieties and apply ecological principles in maintaining
soil fertility and in combating diseases, weeds and pests;

3. Promoting, as appropriate, plant breeding efforts which, with the participation of farmers, particularly in developing countries,
strengthen the capacity to develop varieties particularly adapted to social, economic and ecological conditions, including in
marginal areas;

4. Broadening the genetic base of crops and increasing the range of genetic diversity available to farmers;
5. Promoting, as appropriate, the expanded use of local and locally adapted crops, varieties and underutilized species;
6. Supporting, as appropriate, the wider use of diversity of varieties and species in on-farm management, conservation and

sustainable use of crops and creating strong links to plant breeding and agricultural development in order to reduce crop
vulnerability and genetic erosion, and promote increased world food production compatible with sustainable development; and

7. Reviewing, and, as appropriate, adjusting breeding strategies and regulations concerning variety release and seed distribution.

The Governing Body of the Treaty has recognized the pivotal role of sustainable use of PGRFA in addressing global challenges,
including food security, biodiversity loss, climate change adaptation and the fight against poverty, especially for smallholder farmers.
The implementation of Article 6 is a standing priority item on the agenda of the Governing Body with the aim of promoting an integrated
approach to the sustainable use of PGRFA among Contracting Parties.
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Call for a toolbox on sustainable use of PGRFA
At its Third Session (Tunisia, 2009), the Governing Body reiterated the fundamental importance of promoting the implementation of
Article 6, noting that in many regions its implementation is lagging behind in comparison to other elements of the Treaty. Recognizing
that further financial resources, capacity building and technology transfer are required, the Governing Body proposed the development
of a toolbox to assist countries in designing measures to promote the sustainable use of PGRFA and at its Fourth Session (Bali, 2011),
established the Ad Hoc Technical Committee on Sustainable Use of PGRFA (ACSU). At its Fifth Session (Oman, 2013), the Governing
Body adopted Resolution 7/2013 (www.planttreaty.org/content/resolution-72013-implementation-article-6-sustainable-use-plant-
genetic-resources) and the Programme of Work on Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (PoW) and its
Supporting Initiatives, as well as reconvening the ACSU. The Committee supported the development of the Toolbox, welcoming
the concept as a one-stop shop from which institutions and individuals can draw selectively from a common and
comprehensive set of instruments to tailor solutions to specific needs.

Purpose and contents of the Toolbox
The Toolbox will provide Contracting Parties with a comprehensive set of resources, including technical information, policy options,
regulatory guidelines, training opportunities, decision tools, and other materials that—used in customized combinations or as stand-
alone resources—can enhance the effectiveness of activities promoting the sustainable use of PGRFA. Several of these tools already
exist and are ready to be deployed, while others require validation or reformulation and some remain to be developed. The Toolbox will
be structured according to interventions critical for attaining the sustainable use of PGRFA, such as addressing enhanced crop
productivity, supporting on-farm management, and promoting the sustainable use of landraces/farmers’ varieties and under-utilized
species. Constraints identified as negatively affecting the capacity of national and regional programmes to use PGRFA sustainably will
be addressed by the Toolbox.
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Survey introduction

By completing this survey you are consenting to the Secretariat of the ITPGRFA storing your information which will only be accessed
by authorized personnel of the Secretariat. We will not make your contact details available in the public domain or pass them on to any
third parties. The responses will be analysed and reported in a synthesis document at the Sixth Session of the Governing Body of the
Treaty in October 2015 and will be used to inform the development of the Toolbox.

The survey comprises four sections :

1. Information about you – your affiliation, role or interest in sustainable use of PGRFA, and contact details.
2. Strengths and weaknesses of the current PGRFA use system.
3. Constraints and needs regarding the implementation of the sustainable use provisions of the ITPGRFA.
4. The type and content of resources required in the Toolbox on sustainable use.

Please note that:

Questions flagged with asterisks are mandatory.
At any point in the survey you may go back to the previous question if you wish to change an answer. This action will overwrite
the previous answer given.
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Section 1 – Tell us about yourself and your work

* 2. Please select the main country in which you work in order that we can assess the
representativeness of the survey responses in terms of geographic range.

Other country (please specify)

3. Optional: Please provide your name, affiliation (the name of the organization you represent, if
applicable) and email address. Please be assured that no identifiable personal data will be published.
Family name

Given name

Affiliation

Email address

* 4. At which main geographic level does your organization (or do you as an individual) operate? You
may select more than one.

National

Regional

Global
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Section 1 – Tell us about yourself and your work

* 5. Please indicate which stakeholder group(s) you represent. You may select more than one answer.

Public research

Government

Private plant breeding company / independent plant breeder

Commercial seed / plant production industry

Public gene bank

Farmer / seed producer

Farmers’ association

Seed network

Non-governmental organization (NGO)

Local / indigenous community

Other (e.g., international organization or specific initiative relevant to sustainable use of PGRFA – please provide the name)
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Section 1 – Tell us about yourself and your work

* 6. What is your role or interest in sustainable use of PGRFA? Please select all that apply.

Commercial crop variety improvement

Participatory Plant Breeding and / or Participatory Varietal Selection

Conservation of plant genetic diversity

Farmer innovations in plant breeding

Maintenance of a broad base of crop varieties (including farmers’ varieties)

Traditional knowledge

Inter-linkages between PGRFA diversity and nutrition

Development of national policy on sustainable use of PGRFA

Seed laws

Provision of PGRFA-related data (e.g., in situ / ex situ inventories; genomic, taxonomic, characterization & evaluation data;

conservation/threat status data; indigenous knowledge)

Educational purposes (e.g., to support PGRFA-related research or to teach students about the importance of PGRFA)

Training in genetic resources conservation / utilization

Other (please specify)
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Section 2 – Strengths and weaknesses of the current PGRFA use system

By 'PGRFA use system' we mean : plant genetic diversity conservation → availability of breeding material → (pre-)breeding /
selection → seed production → seed availability → harvesting and marketing of produce. Variety testing and certification are
sometimes also part of this system.
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* 7. To help us identify the strengths and weaknesses of the current PGRFA use system in your
country (or in the country(ies) in which you are implementing projects on PGRFA), please respond to
the following statements:

 
Strongly

agree Agree

Neither
agree nor
disagree Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Not sure /
don't know

An adequate range of plant genetic diversity is
conserved ex situ

An adequate range of plant genetic diversity is
conserved in situ

An adequate range of plant genetic material is
available for utilization in public research
programmes on (pre-)breeding and / or
conservation

An adequate range of plant genetic material is
available for utilization in commercial crop variety
improvement programmes

Policies are in place to promote farmer innovation
in plant breeding (e.g., through Participatory Plant
Breeding and / or Participatory Varietal Selection)

Access to plant genetic diversity for use in public
research programmes on (pre-)breeding and/or
conservation is straightforward

Access to plant genetic diversity for use in
commercial crop variety improvement programmes
is straightforward

Standards and procedures for crop variety
certification have a positive impact on the range of
PGRFA available for cultivation and marketing

Gaining access to sufficient quantities of seed of an
adequate range of crop varieties is straightforward

There are adequate marketing opportunities for
landraces / farmers’ crop varieties

Other issue (please specify)
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8. Please briefly explain your responses to the previous question.

You may copy and paste text into the boxes

An adequate range of plant genetic diversity is conserved ex situ

An adequate range of plant genetic diversity is conserved in situ

An adequate range of plant genetic material is available for utilization in public research programmes on (pre-)breeding and / or
conservation

An adequate range of plant genetic material is available for utilization in commercial crop variety improvement programmes

Policies are in place to promote farmer innovation in plant breeding (e.g., through Participatory Plant Breeding and / or Participatory
Varietal Selection)

Access to plant genetic diversity for use in public research programmes on (pre-)breeding and/or conservation is straightforward

Access to plant genetic diversity for use in commercial crop variety improvement programmes is straightforward

Standards and procedures for crop variety certification have a positive impact on the range of PGRFA available for cultivation and
marketing

Gaining access to sufficient quantities of seed of an adequate range of crop varieties is straightforward

There are adequate marketing opportunities for landraces / farmers’ crop varieties
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Section 3 – Constraints and needs regarding the implementation of sustainable use strategies

* 9. Please select one of the following options regarding national policy in support of the sustainable
use of PGRFA* in the country in which you (or the stakeholder group you represent) work:

National policy in support of sustainable use of PGRFA does not exist

National policy in support of sustainable use of PGRFA exists and is both comprehensive and effective

National policy exists but it does not cover all elements of sustainable use of PGRFA and / or there are problems with its

implementation

I don't know about national policy related to sustainable use of PGRFA

* For example, policy to support: 

Maintenance of diverse farming systems
Participatory Plant Breeding / Participatory Varietal Selection
Farmer innovation / Farmers' Rights
Maintenance / marketing of landraces / farmers' varieties
Use of under-utilized species
Conservation of plant genetic diversity in situ and ex situ
Use of a wide diversity of species and varieties on-farm
Seed (exchange) networks
Recognition of the value of traditional knowledge
Access to plant genetic diversity for use in breeding programmes
Access to information on plant genetic diversity
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Section 3 – Constraints and needs regarding the implementation of sustainable use strategies

* 10. You indicated that national policy exists but that it does not cover all aspects of sustainable use
of PGRFA and/or there are problems with its implementation. Please provide us with further details.
Select all options that apply.

It does not address all the necessary facets of a sustainable PGRFA use system

It does not support all stakeholders in the PGRFA use system

There is insufficient guidance provided in order to implement it effectively

There are insufficient incentives to implement it

There are insufficient financial resources to implement it effectively

There is a lack of coordination mechanisms among the public administrations involved

There is no coordination between the public and industry sectors

Other issue (please specify)
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11. Please provide further information in support of your responses to the previous question
regarding national policy for sustainable use of PGRFA.

You may copy and paste text into the boxes

What types of policies are missing?

Which stakeholders are not supported?

What type of guidance is needed?

What types of incentives are needed?

In which areas of the PGRFA system are financial
resources needed?

How could coordination between public
administrations and / or between the public and
industry sectors be improved?
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Section 3 – Constraints and needs regarding the implementation of sustainable use strategies

* 12. What capacity building needs do you (and/or your organization and/or the stakeholder group
you represent) have in order to implement the provisions of the ITPGRFA regarding sustainable use
of PGRFA?

Human training

Institutional strenghthening

Both human and institutional capacities

I'm not sure / I don't know

None
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Section 3 – Constraints and needs regarding the implementation of sustainable use strategies

* 13. Please indicate in which areas capacity building is required. Please select all that apply.

PGRFA conservation planning

PGRFA conservation techniques

Novel characterization techniques to speed up the identification of target trait sources (e.g., through the use of phenomics,

genomics and transcriptomics, and/or predictive characterization techniques)

Plant (pre-)breeding techniques

Plant (pre-)breeding technology

Establishing and managing Participatory Plant Breeding and / or Participatory Varietal Selection programmes

Establishing and managing public–private partnerships for plant breeding

Providing / improving market opportunities for landraces / farmers’ varieties

Setting up and managing seed networks

Setting up and managing seed exchanges within local, regional or national networks

Managing and providing access to PGRFA-related data

Development / implementation of policy on sustainable use of PGRFA

Other (please specify)
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Section 3 – Constraints and needs regarding the implementation of sustainable use strategies

* 14. Do you (and/or your organization and/or the stakeholder group you represent) face any of the
following constraints regarding access to PGRFA material (germplasm) or related information
required for sustainable use?

 Yes No Not applicable

Difficulties in obtaining information on plant genetic
diversity for conservation planning

Difficulties in obtaining information on conserved
plant genetic diversity

Difficulties in obtaining information on plant genetic
material available for crop improvement

Difficulties in obtaining information on plant genetic
material containing specific traits for crop
improvement

Difficulties in obtaining plant genetic material for
crop improvement

Difficulties in obtaining information on potential
collaborators for crop improvement programmes

Other constraints regarding access to PGRFA material or related information required for sustainable use (please briefly specify)

15. If you answered 'yes' to any of the constraints listed above, or you identified other constraints,
please describe them. 

You may copy and paste text into the box
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Section 4 – Resources required in the Toolbox on sustainable use

* 16. What types of resources have you found particularly useful and practical in guiding your work
in sustainable use of PGRFA?

Websites / web portals

Online databases

Policy / legal / regulatory documents

Training manuals

Technical reports

Case studies

Newsletters

Research journals

Books

Other types of resources (please specify)

17. Please provide us with examples of existing resources that you have found particularly useful and
practical in guiding your work in sustainable use of PGRFA. In each case, please briefly state why
you have found them particularly useful and practical.

Please provide sufficient information for these resources to be located, including functioning URLs for resources available

online. 

You may copy and paste text into the boxes

Websites / web portals

Why are these websites / web portals particularly useful and
practical?

Online databases
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Why are these online databases particularly useful and practical?

Policy / legal / regulatory documents

Why are these policy documents particularly useful and practical?

Training manuals

Why are these training manuals particularly useful and practical?

Technical reports

Why are these technical reports particularly useful and practical?

Case studies

Why are these case studies particularly useful and practical?

Newsletters

Why are these newsletters particularly useful and practical?

Research journals

Why are these research journals particularly useful and practical?

Books

Why are these books particularly useful and practical?

Other resources

Why are these other resources particularly useful and practical?
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Section 4 – Resources required in the Toolbox on sustainable use

* 18. Please rate the following types of resources according to how important they would be in
supporting you (and/or your organization and/or the stakeholder group you represent) in the
sustainable use of PGRFA.

 Not important Important Vital I'm not sure

A website that acts as a central portal for access to information to
aid the implementation of Article 6 of the ITPGRFA

A model and checklist for the development of national strategies
for sustainable use of PGRFA

Clear guidelines on the implementation of national PGRFA-related
policy

Web-based policy decision tools

An online database for providing and sharing information on
PGRFA (e.g., conserved diversity; characterization and evaluation
data; cultivation practices; adding value to and increasing markets
for farmers' products; policy)

E-learning (online) training courses

Printable educational/training materials

An online discussion platform in which to share news, information
and knowledge on sustainable use of PGRFA

Facilitated access to relevant PGRFA-related publications (e.g.,
newsletters; specific journals and reports)

Case studies illustrating aspects of the successful implementation
of sustainable use strategies

A directory / network of potential collaborators / advisors in
aspects of sustainable use of PGRFA

19. Please list any particular resources that you (and/or your organization and/or the stakeholder
group you represent) require in order to support your work in the field of sustainable use of PGRFA. 

Please state the specific topic (e.g., promoting landraces/farmers’ varieties; application of novel characterization

techniques....), the types of resources required (e.g., websites; newsletters; training materials; policy guidelines; case

studies....) and why they are needed (e.g., insufficient information is currently available online; specific technology or

knowledge transfer is required....).
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You may copy and paste text into the boxes

Specific topic 1

Type of resource 1

Why the resource is required 1

Specific topic 2

Type of resource 2

Why the resource is required 2

Specific topic 3

Type of resource 3

Why the resource is required 3

Specific topic 4

Type of resource 4

Why the resource is required 4

Specific topic 5

Type of resource 5

Why the resource is required 5

Specific topic 6

Type of resource 6

Why the resource is required 6
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20. Please use the text box below to express any views that have not been covered by the survey or
to provide feedback on the survey.

You may copy and paste text into the box
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Stakeholder consultation on the development of a toolbox for sustainable use of PGRFA

Thank you for completing this survey

We appreciate your participation and contribution. Your answers will be used to improve our understanding of
the needs of stakeholders involved in the sustainable use of PGRFA and to inform the development of the
Toolbox. Please feel free to distribute the link to this survey among potential respondents in your network.
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