Towards the Establishment of the Global Soil
Partnership
Summary Report and Way Forward of the launch event 7-9 September 2011,
FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy
1.

Introduction

After six months of intense preparatory activities, a major meeting to launch a Global Soil
Partnership for food security and climate change mitigation and adaptation was conducted by FAO
at its headquarters in Rome, Italy, from 7 to 9 September 2011. The meeting was organized in
collaboration with the Joint Research Centre (JRC) of the European Commission (EC). The main
purpose of the meeting was to present to FAO Member Countries and key stakeholders the proposal
by FAO of a Global Soil Partnership and to obtain reactions and recommendations on the way
forward towards the establishment of such a partnership.
The three-day meeting was attended by a large audience of some 200 participants representing
major soil institutions, associations and projects from all regions of the world, FAO Permanent
Representatives/country delegations and civil society organizations. The meeting enabled a very
lively and constructive debate about the rationale and importance of establishing a Global Soil
Partnership and the possible way forward aiming at a fully collaborative process with all interested
partners. Simultaneous translation in the six official UN languages facilitated the debate. The
function of secretary of the meeting was assured by Mr Alexander Müller,
Assistant
Director General (ADG), FAO Natural Resources Management and Environment Department.
2.

Opening Session

An opening statement was given by the FAO Director-General, Mr Jacques Diouf, introducing the
relevance of global soil resources for food security and climate change mitigation and adaptation.
The first session of the meeting, chaired by Mr Alexander Müller (ADG/NR), proceeded with a series
of keynote lectures highlighting the relevance of the GSP initiative. Main speakers were Dr Amadou
Boubacar Cisse, Minister of Planning, Republic of Niger; Dr Luc Gnacadja, Executive Secretary,
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD); Dr Pia Bucella, European
Commission-DG Environment; Dr Corrado Clini, Chairman, Global Bioenergy Partnership (GBEP);
and Prof. M.S. Swaminathan, MS Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF), India. All speakers
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emphasized the need to establish a Global Soil Partnership for assuring the safeguard of soil
resources for future generations and highlighting the potential of soils to act as a major sink for
greenhouse gases (mitigation) and to increase resilience to climate change (adaptation). The
proposed way forward by FAO, including the establishment of an Intergovernmental Panel on Soils,
was supported and potential synergies with other UN agencies and Conventions were underscored.
The second session, chaired by Dr David Wilkinson, Director of Programmes at the European
Commission, DG JRC, was opened with an introductory speech by Mr Alexander Müller, outlining the
FAO proposal for a GSP and highlighting the two main elements of the proposal: an open
Partnership, that should be inclusive of all stakeholders, with a model similar to the Global Water
Partnership, and the establishment of an Intergovernmental Panel on Soils, based on a more formal
process through FAO Governing Bodies. This would include consideration and approval of terms of
reference of the Partnership and the Panel and nominations of Panel members to ensure the
necessary high-level scientific and technical advice on soil related matters. Two other keynote
lectures were provided by Dr Pedro Sanchez, Columbia University/CIAT, and Dr Jochen Flassbarth,
President of the Federal Environment Agency, Germany (UBA). Both speakers elaborated on the
urgent need for action and the need to be inclusive of all already existing initiatives, such as the
GlobalSoilMap.net consortium, the Africa Soils Information Service, among others.
A Plenary Discussion with numerous statements by country delegates and various stakeholders
followed, which was lively and generally very supportive of the GSP proposal. Concerns were raised
by Argentina, speaking on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean Group (GRULAC), recalling the
recommendations of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) in 2011 that FAO undertake a
preliminary exploratory process into the possibility of establishing a Global Soil Partnership and
noting that the formal launch of such an initiative could only be announced following its formal
endorsement by FAO’s governing bodies. Besides these procedural concerns, there was a strong
recognition for, and indeed consensus on, the urgent need to act in order to protect the limited soil
resources of the planet.
3.

Further Keynote Presentations and Substantive Discussions

The first session of the second day of the meeting was chaired by Mr Modibo Traoré, DG, FAO
Agriculture and Consumer Protection Department who opened with a further session of keynote
presentations highlighting possible linkages of the GSP with other initiatives and policy areas
including research, climate change, water resources, biodiversity, etc. Invited keynote speakers were
Dr Martin Yemefack, President of African Soil Science Society; Dr Neil McKenzie, Director Land and
Water, Australian Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (CSIRO);
Dr Mohamed Bakarr, Global Environment Facility (GEF); and Dr Ania Grobicki, Executive Secretary,
Global Water Partnership (GWP). All speakers asserted from various perspectives the relevance of
the initiative and the need to make rapid progress in establishing such a partnership. Mr Ahmed
Djoghlaf (Executive Secretary, Convention on Biology Diversity (CBD)), originally scheduled for
delivering the opening speech of this session, cancelled his participation at the last moment due to
personal reasons, but forwarded to the meeting a written statement of support. The session ended
with the signing ceremony of the Memorandum of Understanding between FAO (Mr Alexander
Müller) and the Global Water Partnership (Dr Ania Grobicki). The proposed Global Soil Partnership is
expected to model itself on and to cooperate closely with the Global Water Partnership.
The subsequent session was chaired by Mr Eduardo Rojas Briales, ADG, FAO Forestry Department,
who opened with a keynote by Prof. Dr Klaus Töpfer, Executive Director, Institute for Advanced
Sustainability Studies (IASS). Dr Töpfer welcomed FAO’s initiative and expressed his full support
through the Global Soil Forum that aims at enhancing the bridge between soil science, society and
decision making. A presentation and detailed discussion of the FAO proposal for the GSP was
presented by Mr Pasquale Steduto, Deputy Director, FAO Land and Water Division, and included the
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proposed governance structure, including a Secretariat, headed by an Executive Secretary, and an
Intergovernmental Panel on Soil as well as the main pillars of action of the partnership. A very
fruitful debate ensued with numerous interventions and statements by stakeholders and country
representatives. The discussion initially focused on the main pillars of action for the GSP, including
its proposed vision and mission. The afternoon session was chaired by Prof. M.S. Swaminathan
(MSSRF, India) who provided a summary of the main issues presented during earlier sessions and
made a statement emphasizing the importance of addressing soil management at all levels. Brief
regional statements were presented by key organizations and institutions working on soils: Asia was
introduced by the Chinese Institute of Soil Science, Europe by the European Commission, Latin
America by the Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa Agropecuária (EMBRAPA), North Africa and Middle
East by the Ministry of Agriculture of Jordan, North America by Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS-USDA), Oceania by CSIRO and Sub-Saharan Africa by the Forum for Agricultural
Research in Africa (FARA). The regional discussion then highlighted the need to take into account the
specificities of each region and to be inclusive of all major stakeholders. There was also a strong call
to consider sub-regional country groupings for areas with very specific soil degradation problems,
such as the Mediterranean basin.
At the end of the second day, a clear picture emerged of the main opinions and reactions from the
global soil stakeholder community and FAO’s Member and Associated Nations. The plenary
confirmed a soils community intent on the urgency of tackling soil degradation through a concerted
global platform and partnership effort for soil protection and sustainable soil management.
The following main areas of concern were raised:
GSP mission: it was suggested to avoid limiting the GSP Mission focus on food security and climate
change adaptation and mitigation alone as soils are vital for many other globally important issues,
including poverty alleviation, water resources, provision of energy and other products, biodiversity,
and human health and security.
Scope of the Partnership: some countries advocated that the GSP should explicitly include in its
mandate the issue of land and water, and the relation with existing initiatives such as the Global
Water Partnership was raised. However, the majority agreed on the need to avoid overlap of
competences with other processes, structures and organizations or risk of dilution of the GSP
mandate.
The process to set up the GSP: some participants, in particular GRULAC, commented on the timing
the GSP launch, noting that the background documentation, notably the draft GSP terms of
reference (ToR) prepared by the Secretariat had been made available too late for country
representatives to provide official feedback. This limited their mandate to respond on behalf of their
governments. Moreover, because of its proposed intergovernmental nature, the GSP could not be
launched before submission of the ToR for consideration by FAO’s Programme Committee (PC) and
in turn by COAG.
The “North-South” dimension: some developing countries seemed to fear that OECD countries may
use the GSP to promote their own interests and stressed that GSP standards should not be modeled
on northern policies.
Inter-governmental Panel on Soils: various proposals were made by country and organizational
representatives on the composition and mandate of the Panel. Queries were raised on the proposed
25 members. It was noted that such a size has been effective in other FAO committees. More
importantly, care would be needed to ensure the Panel is balanced, for example, in terms of the
proposed pillars (mapping/data, soil ecosystem functions, soil management interventions, policy,
etc.) and regions. Concerns were also raised regarding the potential dilution of the “soil
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momentum” by creating a Panel on Land and Soils. It was suggested that the Panel should be
focused on “Soils” only while still recognizing the fundamental link to land and its attributes.
Consensus has to be reached on this issue. A realistic work plan should be developed and the
frequency of meetings clarified. The process should be effective and avoid introducing too much
bureaucracy.
4.

Final Session

On the basis of the well articulated feedback and clear positions by participants on some issues, the
FAO Secretariat elaborated a presentation summing up the results of the discussions for the Global
Soil Partnership. This was prepared by the rapporteurs, Ms Sally Bunning (FAO) and Ms Constance
Neely (FAO) supported by Mr Luca Montanarella (JRC) and José Benites (FAO).
4.1 Main Areas of Consensus and Conclusions
The response as a summary report to the main issues raised during the first days of deliberations
was presented by Mr Alexander Muller, ADG/NRD for consideration by the Plenary at the last
session of the meeting that was chaired by Mr Ronald Vargas (FAO). The main conclusions and
recommendations emanating from the final statements and discussions are outlined as followed:
4.1.1

Support for the Global Soil Partnership

a) Sustainable development agenda: there was unanimous support on the need to bring soils
to the top of the political agenda (to bring it out of the “blind spot”, and highlight cost of
non-action in terms of food production, food security, poverty etc.). Rio+20 offers an
important window of opportunity to put soils at the top of the sustainable development
agenda.
b) Multiple benefits of soils: awareness raising of policy makers is needed to recognize the
importance of soils not only for sustainable and productive agriculture but for food
security, climate change adaptation and mitigation, biodiversity conservation, water
resources management, poverty alleviation, human health and peace. Policy makers need
to understand the implications of urbanization and loss of productive soils for food security,
climate change adaptation, disaster risk management, etc. Holistic policies are needed to
meet escalating demands of humankind for food, biofuel and other products while ensuring
sustainable land use systems (soil, water and biodiversity management) that provide
increased resilience to climate change and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
c) Informed policy makers: there is a need for promoting appropriate sharing of information
and providing evidence-based information and data for policy makers to enhance soils
resources management and protection and address relevant national, regional and global
issues. This requires an intergovernmental process and justifies the establishment of an
Inter-governmental Panel on Soils by FAO Governing Bodies.
d) World Soil Charter: the GSP process should build on the World Soil Charter, which contains
13 principles that address degradation, competition over resources, effects on productivity,
effects on water, environment and the economy. On the whole, the principles are still
relevant and opportune today. The Charter deserves widespread application and it could be
reviewed and updated as appropriate.
e) Soils knowledge: there is a wealth of knowledge and data and expertise on soils worldwide;
however, it is dispersed and partial, not harmonized and not accessible to the broad range
of stakeholders (farmers to policy makers). The vital importance of soils as underpinning
4

healthy, functioning ecosystems that provide multiple services is not yet recognized by the
majority of stakeholders. Mechanisms are needed to enhance the wide sharing of
knowledge, data, methods, technologies, etc. Communication strategies are required for
targeting specific audiences.
f)

Coordination for added value: there is a need for effective collaboration and coordination
among key soils partners, projects and networks to make effective use of resources and to
build national soils capacities. The GSP has clear opportunities for added value and synergy
to bring about better coordination among existing soil-related initiatives and thus avoid the
high costs and implications of non-coordination.

g) Partnership: it was proposed to build on and learn lessons from existing partnerships,
notably the Global Water Partnership which recognizes the value of the Knowledge - Policy
– Action interrelations. The GSP should build on the comparative advantage of partners and
include all sizes of organization and institutions. Several major soils initiatives/organizations
stated that they are prepared to partner in the GSP:
i. at national level (National Soil Science Associations and institutes, etc.); individual
countries should recognize the benefits of their involvement in the GSP;
ii. at regional level (regional bodies such as AAAS, ESSC, FARA, SLCS, etc., regional nodes
of Globalsoilmap.net, regional Farmers Associations, etc.);
iii. at international level (IUSS, UNCCD, Global Soil Forum, etc.).
h) Regional collaboration: more consultation is needed within the regions to develop the
spirit of partnership and to investigate and agree on regional leadership/coordination.
There was a proposal to develop smaller sub-regional groups with similar contexts and soils
(e.g. farming systems, traditions and cultures such as the Mediterranean); this would need
to be further investigated in each region.
i)

Stakeholders: a broad stakeholder partnership process is required with gender and youth
balance (representatives of government, farmers’ organizations, scientific and academic
bodies, public and private sector, media, extension and NGOs). Soil management and
protection requires local and national solutions as demonstrated by the successful Landcare
movement. Solutions cannot be found for farmers/land users without their participation at
all levels and from the beginning of the process.

j)

Roles and Responsibilities: there was agreement that FAO is the appropriate organization
to initially coordinate the Initiative, on the basis of FAO’s knowledge, mandate, neutral role
and historical background and as the GSP requires an intergovernmental process
(international process and commitment to soils related efforts). Clear roles and
responsibilities of partners should be identified vis-à-vis the proposed pillars/priority areas
of action (building on existing work and comparative advantage). In addition, the
implications (funding, human resources, etc.) for FAO and key partners need to be clarified
through developing a business plan and financing strategy.

4.1.2

Pillars of the Global Soil Partnership - Technical suggestions

While there was less opportunity for in-depth discussion on the proposed five pillars or thrusts of
the proposed GSP, some feedback was obtained and many organizations and institutions expressed
an interest in contributing to the GSP within specific areas/pillars.
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a)

Scope: the GSP focus should be on soils while framing efforts within a wider landscape,
watershed and sustainable livelihoods context. It should ensure that work on soils includes
all main land uses and habitats (cropping, rangelands, forests, wetlands, urban areas, etc). It
should clearly articulate the central role of soil organic matter and soil carbon sequestration
in reducing methane and nitrous oxide emissions and in retaining soil moisture and nutrients
and enhancing biological activity and thereby providing the basis for increased plant growth
and productivity as well as climate change resilience.

b)

Harmonizing terminology and methods and improving information: there is a need for
setting up this process. The GSP could help develop a common soil language and
terminologies, to harmonize existing knowledge, standards and methods and universal soil
classification as a basis for cooperation. This should include:


obtaining agreement on technical standards and norms for measurement,
management, and monitoring including indicators of soil health and change;



producing the next generation of soil information ensuring a finer resolution of digital
soil mapping for targeted information and modeling (e.g. specifying uncertainties);



developing a common data infrastructure/bank for soil information, management
technologies, and modeling capacity (e.g. for scenario development);



integrating soil information into holistic, ecosystem standards and knowledge systems
(e.g. soil, water and biodiversity are intrinsically linked);



ensuring data availability for the multiple stakeholders concerned (end users on the
ground and policy makers) while paying due attention to intellectual property rights
(IPRs) related to soils data.

c)

Targeted Research: the GSP should promote targeted research in soil sciences to fill
knowledge gaps and address emerging issues. For example, there is a need to better
understand and maintain soil processes (hydrology, geochemical, carbon and nutrient flows,
and biological activity).

d)

Ecosystem and watershed approach: soils need to be considered from both a watershed
perspective to take account of upstream-downstream soil-water relations and an ecosystem
perspective to assess and improve the carbon balance, nutrient flows, and biological
diversity and to identify improved management practices in specific farming systems and
contexts (e.g. crop residues may be used for soil protection, livestock feed, manure may be
used for fuel for cooking and other purposes; understanding these flows is pivotal for
improving soil fertility).

e)

Knowledge management and development: the GSP must invest in capacity development.
Not all countries have the same capacities and expertise, so there are opportunities for
enhancing South-South cooperation. There is a need to take advantage of the many existing
training efforts and capacities (e.g. universities, national and regional institutes) worldwide.
It is important to build on the knowledge of those managing the land and to combine
traditional knowledge with modern science.

f)

Soil policies and regulations: there are valuable experiences stemming from efforts all over
the world to protect soils and there is a need to build on these lessons learned in order to
strengthen soil policies and integrate soil issues into natural resources, agriculture and
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environmental policy. Efforts are needed to bridge gaps between science, policy making and
civil society.
g)

5.

Link soil knowledge with soil policy and soil management: find ways to translate soils data
and information into policies and binding legal agreements for soil protection and to ensure
the application of good management practices (i.e. through incentives; enforcement). For
example:


develop agriculture and land planning policy and regulations to prevent uncontrolled
expansion of cities and loss of productive soils/land;



develop and/or make available methods and indicators for soil quality assessment for
land suitability and assess soil protection effectiveness (e.g. from contamination by
heavy metals and other pollutants, transfer of soluble pollutants from soil to
groundwater);



develop minimum standards of soil management, specify where and how they should
be met, and provide advice on appropriate management practices and/or advanced
interventions for specific soil types and livelihood contexts.

h)

Soils and society: soil science is seen as being “out of fashion” and there is a need to
promote efforts to attract and educate the next generation of soil expertise through public
media and awareness of soil’s importance to society, updated curricula, etc.

i)

FAO soils capacity: meanwhile, FAO must reinforce its capacities on soil, which have been
undermined during recent decades, to enable it to provide adequate support to member
countries.
Urgency to take action in establishing the GSP: the Way Forward

On the basis of the discussions chaired by Ronald Vargas (FAO) and supported by Alexander Müller
(ADG/NRD), as Secretary of the meeting, Mr Pasquale Steduto (FAO) presented the following
proposals/decisions for the way forward and next steps:
a)

It was proposed/agreed to set up a Technical Working Group (GSP-TWG) to be
coordinated by FAO to, inter alia:
-

-

develop sound zero draft terms of reference (ToR) for the GSP;
ensure a well structured and balanced partnership (Regional and National partners
and FAO and its decentralized offices);
identify priority actions, clear products, targets, resource needs for an initial work
plan and potential lead and collaborative partners for specific pillars/components;
and,
develop a business plan and financial and communication strategies.

The TWG should work remotely (via e-mail) and/or in-person if needed.
b)

It was recommended to establish an Open-ended Working Group (GSP-OWG) through FAO
Governing Bodies and in accordance with FAO procedures.

c)

It was recommended that the OWG consider establishing an Inter-governmental Panel on
Soils as supported by the meeting. It was agreed that the title of the Panel should not
include “land” to ensure due focus on soil. Nonetheless, it was noted that it would
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necessarily address land-soil-water-human interrelations and promote an ecosystems
approach.

6.

d)

It was agreed that FAO should seek support to the OWG, as appropriate, by the Romebased Agencies (FAO, IFAD, WFP), by UNCCD and CBD Secretariats and by other UN
Organizations if requested.

e)

A tentative draft structure of the GSP is presented below (where NSP = National Soil
Partners and RSP = Regional Soil Partners).

Next Steps

In order to take advantage of the created momentum, the following concrete steps are foreseen:
a)

FAO (ADG/NR) will send to all participants a summary report of the meeting and a call for
candidates for the GSP Technical Working Group (TWG) to be coordinated by FAO.

b)

The TWG should: a) develop sound zero Draft of the GSP Terms of reference (ToR) on the
basis of the GSP proposal; b) ensure a well-structured and balanced partnership; c) identify
priorities for action, targets, resources needs and an initial work plan; and d) work on
business, financial and communication strategies.

c)

The Zero Draft ToR of the GSP, to be duly provided by the TWG, will be submitted for
consideration by an Open-Ended Working Group (OWG) to be created by FAOs Governing
Bodies (PC and COAG).

d)

The OWG's conclusions and recommendations including the agreed ToR will be forwarded,
as appropriate, to FAO's Governing Bodies.
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e)

In order to speed up the process, in view of the urgency and to enable to report on
progress to be shared during Rio+20 (June 2012), OWG establishment could run in parallel
to the TWG process. In that regard, the ADG/NR will contact immediately the Secretariats
of COAG and Regional Conferences, to ensure that there will be space for the GSP
discussion in their agendas.

f)

FAO will seek collaboration with the other Rome Based Agencies in order to leverage
support and mobilize resources.

Mr Alexander Müller closed the meeting by thanking all the participants for the strong support and
commitment to this new initiative.

Annex 1:
The documentation of the meeting is available on the FAO website:
http://www.fao.org/nr/water/landandwater_gsp.html

Agenda of the meeting
Background document
Statements and presentations by keynote speakers
Flyer on the Global soil Partnership
List of participants
Report
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Annex 2: List of Participants
The meeting was attended by 200 people coming from 80 countries from all the regions of the world
and from different types of organizations. 40 Permanent Representations to FAO including their
Embassy staff attended the meeting. Around 130 people were soil scientists coming from the main
soil organizations/institutions from the world. The complete list of participants it is below:
NAME

Franz Makeschin
Rolf Sommer

INSTITUTION
German Research and Technology Network
for Soil and Land Management, Dresden
University.

EMAIL

makeschin@t-online.de

ICARDA, Syria
Division of Early Warning and Assessment,
UNEP. Nairobi, Kenya
President Soil Science Society of America.
Director EPA, Kansas University, USA

R.Sommer@cgiar.org

gloj@unica.it

Marcello Pagliai

University of Cagliari, Italy
Soil and Water Management & Crop
Nutrition Section
Joint FAO/IAEA Division
Consiglio per la Ricerca e la
sperimentazione in Agricoltura. Firenze, IT

Neil McKenzie

CSIRO, Australia

Neil.Mckenzie@csiro.au

Dominique Arrouays

INRA InfoSol Unit, Orleans, France

Dominique.Arrouays@orleans.inra.fr

Alar Astover

Estonian Soil Science Society, Estonia

alar.astover@emu.ee

Kathryn E. Alltron

British Society of Soil Science/

exec@soils.org.uk

Anne Miller

University of Oxford, UK

anne.miller@earth.ox.ac.uk

Mitsuru Osaki

Okaido University, Japan

mosaki@chem.agr.hokudai.ac.jp

Knut Ehlers

German Federal Environment Agency

Knut.Ehlers@uba.de

Terry L. Roberts

International Plant Nutrition Institute

troberts@ipni.net

Tsiafouli Maria

Aristotle University

tsiafoul@bio.auth.gr

Valentina Pinto

ENEA

valentina.pinto@enea.it

Helaina Black

Helaina.Black@hutton.ac.uk

Mike Grundy

British Society of Soil Science
Node Leader Oceania NodeGlobalsoilmap.net

Peter Wilson

CSIRO, Australia

Peter.Wilson@csiro.au

Jhon Quinton

Landcaster University, UK

J.Quinton@lancaster.ac.uk

Klaus Lorenz

IASS, Germany

Klaus.Lorenz@iass-potsdam.de

Thando Tilmann

IASS, Germany

Thando.Tilmann@iass-potsdam.de

Pavel Krasilnikov

Russian Soil Science Society

pavel.krasilnikov@gmail.com

Michael Kosinowski

National Geological Survey of Germany

M.Kosinowski@bgr.de

Jose Luis Rubio

CIDE, Universitat Valencia, Spain

jose.l.rubio@uv.es

Juan Albaladejo

Valencia University

jalba@cebas.csic.es

Aracelly Castro

CIAT

a.castro@cgiar.org

Prem Brindabam

ISRIC
Universidad Autonoma de Madrid, Spain.
DeserNET
Foundation for Development Cooperation
of Benin

prem.bindraban@wur.nl

Gemma Shepherd
Charles W. Rice
Giosue Loj

M. Long Nguyen

Maria Jose Marques
Mercedes Gonzalez Dominguez

Gemma.Shepherd@unep.org
cwrice@ksu.edu

M.Nguyen@iaea.org
marcello.pagliai@entecra.it

Mike.Grundy@csiro.au

mariajose.marques@uam.es
direccion@fundacionbenin.org
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NAME

INSTITUTION

EMAIL

Claudio Zucca

University of Sassari

clzucca@uniss.it

Martial Bernoux

IRD-CSFD, France

martial.bernoux@ird.fr

Michel Brossard

IRD, France

michel.brossard@ird.fr

Mark Kibblewhite

m.kibblewhite@cranfield.ac.uk

Thomas Mayr

Cranfield University
National Soil Resources Institute, Cranfield
Univeristy

Pandi Zdruli

IAMB, Bari

pandi@iamb.it

Rocio Danica Condor

ISPRAMBIENTE, Italy

rocio.condor@isprambiente.it

Marina Vitullo

ISPRAMBIENTE, Italy

marina.vitullo@isprambiente.it

Gabrielle Broll

University of Osnabrueck, Germany

gbroll@uni-osnabrueck.de

Frank Glante

Federal Environment Agency, Germany
Centro di Ricerca per lo Studio delle
Relazioni tra Pianta e Suolo, Italy

frank.glante@uba.de

terribilesci@gmail.com

Anna Luise

President of Soil Science Society of Italy
Representing Camilla Toulmin, Institute for
Environment and Development, England
Spanish APO Land and Water FAO RLC,
Spain
Soil Conservation Service of Iceland,
Iceland
ISPRA National Institute for the
Environmental Protection and Research,
Italy

Anne Miller

University of Oxford, England

anne.miller@earth.ox.ac.uk

Allan Lilly

James Hulton Institute, Scotland

Allan.Lilly@hutton.ac.uk

Ramadjita Tabo

Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa
(FARA), Senegal

cayine@fara-africa.org

Robert Hill

The University of Adelaide, Australia

Robert.M.Hill@bigpond.com

Andrea Koch

United States Studies Centre, Australia

ajkoch@bigpond.net.au

Alex McBratney

alex.mcbratney@sydney.edu.au

Stanley Wood

Sidney University, Australia
International Food Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI), USA

Jon Hempel

USDA-NRCS, USA

jon.hempel@lin.usda.gov

Joerg Michael Greef

joerg-michael.greef@jki.bund.de

Artur Lopatka

Julius Kuehn-Institute, Germany
Institute of Soil Science and Plant
Cultivation, Poland

Jae Yang

International Union of Soil Sciences, Korea

yangjay@kangwon.ac.kr

Allan Franzluebbers

USDA-Agricultural Research Service, USA

Alan.Franzluebbers@ARS.USDA.GOV

Raul Ponce Hernandez

Trent University, Canada

rponce@trentu.ca

Madli Karjatse

Ministry of Agriculture of Estonia
National Institute for Agro-environmental
Sciences, NIAES, Japan

madli.karjatse@agri.ee

commissario@entecra.it

Coen Ritsema

CRA, Roma
Alterra, Wageningen University, The
Netherlands

Violette Geissen

Alterra, NL, The Netherlands

violette.geissen@wur.nl

Rosa Francaviglia
Fabio Terribile
David Dent
Pilar Roman
Andres Arnalds

Kazuyuki Yagi
Paolo Cescon

t.mayr@cranfield.ac.uk

rosa.francaviglia@entecra.it

dentsinengland@hotmail.com
prgalan@gmail.com
andres.arnalds@land.is

anna.luise@isprambiente.it

M.T.TENORIO@cgiar.org

bkord@iung.pulawy.pl

kyagi@affrc.go.jp

coen.ritsema@wur.nl
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NAME
Marion Lehmann
Susanne Nebel

INSTITUTION
Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and
Consumer Protection, Germany

EMAIL
Marion.Lehmann@bmelv.bund.de
S.Nebel@iaea.org

Ganlin Zhang

IAEA-FAO, Austria
Institute of Soil Science, Chinese Academy
of Sciences, China

Alfred Hartemink

IUSS/University of Wisconsin, USA

Alfred.Hartemink@wur.nl

Erika Micheli

Szent Istvan University, Hungary

micheli.erika@mkk.szie.hu

Micheal Golden

USDA-NRCS, USA

Micheal.Golden@wdc.usda.gov

Johannes Lehmann

CL273@cornell.edu

Josef Kozák

Cornell University, USA
Czech University of Life Sciences, Czech Soil
Science Society

Nicole Finsinger

Scientist, Austria

nicole.finsinger@silverserver.at

Yngvild Steihaug

Yngvild-vage.steihaug@lmd.dep.no

Rainer Baritz

Ministry of Agriculture and Food of Norway
Federal Institute for Geosciences and
Natural Resources, Germany

Zoltan Balint

FAO-SWALIM Project, Somalia

Zoltan.Balint@fao.org

Irina Calciu

National research development institute
for soil science, agricultural chemistry and
environmental protection, Romania

irinacalciu@yahoo.com

Luca Chinoti

Oxfam International

luca.chinotti@oxfaminternational.org

glzhang@issas.ac.cn

kozak@af.czu.cz

rainer.baritz@bgr.de

Soraya Villarroya

Agency for Environment and Energy
Management, France
Instituto Interamericano de Cooperacion
para la Agricultura (IICA), USA-SPAIN

Ciro Gardi

University of Parma/JRC, Italy

ciro.gardi@jrc.ec.europa.eu

Mark Schauer

GTZ, Germany

mark.schauer@giz.de

Luca Marmo

luca.marmo@ec.europa.eu

Amette Engelund Friis

European Commission, Brussels
Danish Agriculture and Food Council,
Denmark

David Wilkinson

Joint Research Center, Ispra, italy

Ole Peter Ostermann

Carla Pascale Medina

Joint Research Center, Ispra, italy
Directora General de Recursos Naturales
Renovables, Uruguay
Direccion Nacional de Relaciones
Agroalimentarias Internacionales,
Argentina

David.Wilkinson@ec.europa.eu
olepeter.OSTERMANN@ec.europa.eu

Miguel Angel Taboada

Director Instituto de Suelo, INTA, Argentina

mtaboada@agro.uba.ar

Mauricio Bellon

Biodiversity International, Italy

m.bellon@cgiar.org

Rich Conant

Colorado State University, USA

Rich.Conant@ColoState.EDU

Jes Weigelt

jes.weigelt@iass-potsdam.de

Bernard Mache

IASS, Germany
Deputy Director, Agritex Ministry of
Agriculture Mechanization and Irrigation
Development, Zimbabwe

Marta Camps

Massey University, New Zealand

M.Camps@massey.ac.nz

Jan van Wambeke

FAO RLC

Jan.Vanwambeke@fao.org

Isabelle Feix

Mariana Hill

isabelle.feix@ademe.fr
soraya.villarroya@iica.es

AEF@lf.dk

mhill@mgap.gub.uy

carlapascale@yahoo.com.ar

zimrome-wolit@tiscali.it
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Jean Maurice Durand
Ms S.P. Indraratne

IFAD, Italy
East & SouthEast Asia Federation of Soil
Science Societies- Sri Lanka

j.durand@ifad.org
srimathipi@yahoo.com

Maria Lourdes Mendonca Santos

lou.mendonca@gmail.com

Renfang Shen

EMBRAPA SOLOS, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Institute of Soil Science, Chinese Academy
of Sciences

Mohamed Badraoui
Mamadou D. DOUMBIA

INRA, Morocco
Laboratoire Sol - Eau - Plante Bamako, Mali

mohamedbadraoui@gmail.com

Gerardo Rubio

President Latin America Soil Science
Society, Argentina

rubio@agro.uba.ar

Mame Ndene

Institue Pedologie Senegal

ndenelo@yahoo.fr

Talal Darwish

Center for Remote Sensing. Beirut Lebanon

tlldarwish@gmail.com

Mahmoud Alferihat

Ministry of Agriculture, Jordan

mahmoudalferihat@yahoo.com

Ruth Magdalena Lopez

Universidad Catolica de Ecuador, Ecuador

maggielopez62@gmail.com

Juan Comerma

Venezuelan Soil Science Society

comermasteffensen@gmail.com

Ijaz Rasool Noorka

President WFCCAFS, Pakistan

presidentwfccafs@gmail.com

Abdulai Jalloh

Manager, CORAF/WECARD, Senegal

abdulai.jalloh@coraf.org

Aniruth Potichan

Land Development Department, Thailand

potichan_ani@hotmail.com

Hanadi El Dessougi

University of Khartoum, Sudan

hdessougi@gmail.com

Harrij Van Velthuizen

IASA, Austria

velt@iiasa.ac.at

Evaristo de Miranda

SAAI-EMBRAPA Brasil

mir@cnpm.embrapa.br

Hama Arba Diallo

Chair of GWP, Burkina Faso

hmadiallo@gmail.com

Cissokho Cheikh Mouhamady

Farmers Association Senegal

cncr@cncr.org

Luca Montanarella

JRC/FAO

luca.montanarella@jrc.ec.europa.eu

Pasquale Steduto

Deputy Director, FAO NRL

Pasquale.Steduto@fao.org

Sally Bunning

FAO NRL

Sally.Bunning@fao.org

Benites Jose

FAO NRL

Jose.Benites@fao.org

Constance Neely

FAO AGPM

Constance.Neely@fao.org

Ronald Vargas

FAO NRL

Ronald.Vargas@fao.org

Hubert George

FAO NRL

Hubert.George@fao.org

Paolo Groppo

FAO NRL

Paolo.Groppo@fao.org

Marja TapioBistrom

FAO NRC

MarjaLiisa.TapioBistrom@fao.org

Dr Alexander Mueller

FAO, ADG NR Department

Alexander.Mueller@fao.org

Prof. M.S. Swaminathan

Swaminatahn Foundation

chairman@mssrf.res.in

Dr Amadou Boubacar Cisse

Minister of Planning, Niger

amadcisse@gmail.com

Dr Luc Gnacadja

Executive Director-UNCCD

secretariat@unccd.int

Dr Pia Bucella

EU-DG Environment

pia.bucella@cec.eu.int

Dr Joachim Flasbarth

UBA, Germany

Melanie.Klussmann@uba.de

Dr Martin Yemefack

African Soil Science Society-President

Yemefack@alumni.itc.nl

Dr Ania Grobicki

Executive Director-GWP

ania.grobicki@gwpforum.org

Dr Pedro Sanchez

Columbia University

psanchez@ei.columbia.edu

Dr Corrado Clini

Chairman GBEP

clini.corrado@minambiente.it

Prof. Klaus Topfer

IAAS, Germany

info@iass-potsdam.de

rfshen@issas.ac.cn

mddoumbiakoniobla@yahoo.fr

SPEAKERS
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NAME
Mohamed Bakarr

INSTITUTION

EMAIL

GEF

mbakarr@thegef.org

Ayazi Abdulrazak

Agriculture attaché

Afghanistan

Carlos Alberto Amaral

Representant permanent

Angola

Don Gustavo O. Infante

Argentina

Don Agustín Zimmermann

Ministro Plenipotenciario
Secretario/Representante Permanente
Alterno de la Republica Argentina ante la
FAO

Grover Alberto Teran Gamboa

Ambassador

Bolivia

Roxana Oller
Pedro H. Bandeira Brancante
Machado

2 nd Secretary

Bolivia

Alternate Permanent Representative

Brazil

Kondov Ivan

Minister Plenipotentiary

Bulgaria

Laurent D. Coulidiati

Conseiller

Burkina Faso

Valicenti Marco

Counsellor

Canada

Orlando Guzmán Vásquez

2 nd Secretary

Costa Rica

Pitta Christina

Alternate Permanent Representative

Cyprus

Muchka Jiri

2 nd Secretary

Czech Rep

Mario Arvelo Caamaño

Ambassador

Dominican Republic

María Cristina Laureano Peña

1 st Secretary

Dominican Republic

Carlos Vallejo López

Ambassador

Ecuador

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIONS

Julia Vicioso

Argentina

Ecuador

Bentanour Carlos

Alternate Permanent Representative

Ecuador

José Antonio Carranza Barona

1 st Secretary

Ecuador

Yohannes Tensue

1st Secretary

Eritrea

Villa Alessandro

1st Counsellor

European Union

Ruve Sch

1st Counsellor

Estonia

Alfredo Trinidad Velásquez

Ambassador

Guatemala

Ileana Rivera de Angotti

Permanent Representative

Guatemala

Luigi Travaglino

Alternate Permanent Representative

Holy see

Balázs Hamar

Counsellor

Hungary

Agus Prihatin Saptono

Counsellor

Indonesia

Hamim Hamim

Agriculture attaché

Indonesia

Jarlath O'Connor

1st Secretary

Ireland

Javad Shakhs Tavakolian

Ambassador

Islamic Republic of Iran

Seyed Morteza Zarei

Attaché

Islamic Republic of Iran

Alireza Mohajer

Attaché

Islamic Republic of Iran

lakhal Mohammed

Minister Plenipotentiary

Morocco

Mónica Robelo Raffone

Ambassador

Nicaragua

Junior Andrés Escobar Fonseca

Nicaragua

Hassane Harouna Maiga

Consellor

Niger

Moussa Sidi Maiga

2 nd Consellor

Niger

Mahmoud Rasmi
César Rolando Castillo Ramírez

Oman
Ambassador

Peru
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Stella Maris Chirinos Llerena

Counsellor

Peru

Esteban Pagaran

Alternate Permanent Representative

Philippines

Evgeny F. Utkin

1st Secretary

Russian Federation

Martinez Fernandez José

Spain

Christina Blank

Deputy Permanent Rep

Switzerland

Piyawat Naigowit

2nd secretary

Thailand

Fazil Düsünceli

Alternate Permanent Representative

Turkey

Magdalena Dimova

Alternate Permanent Representative

The Former Yugoslav of Macedonia

Ayoub Jones Mndeme

United Republic Of Tanzania

Gladys Francisca Urbaneja Durán

Ambassador

Venezuela

Luis Alberto Alvarez Fermin

Counsellor

Venezuela

Andrew Bwezani Banda

1 st Secretary

Zambia Ambassy

Trevor Sichombo

1 st Secretary

Zambia Ambassy

Sibusisiwe Mubi

Ambassador

Zimbabawe

Michael Muchenje Nyere

2 nd Secretary

Zimbabawe
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