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REPORT OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES  
FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The Third Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture (Third Session) met in Tunis, Tunisia, from 1 - 5 June 2009. The 
list of participants is attached in Appendix J. 

OPENING CEREMONY 

2. An opening ceremony to celebrate the convening of the Third Session was held on 1 June 
2009. The Chair of the Governing Body, Mr Modesto Fernández Díaz-Silveira (Cuba), opened the 
ceremony and welcomed all participants. He expressed his appreciation to the Government of the 
Republic of Tunisia for hosting this important session.  

3. His Excellency, Mr Afioga-Taua Tavaga Kitiona Seuala, Minister for Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Samoa, noted that, in order to sustain food production in the widely scattered states in his 
region, access to the global pool of genetic diversity was needed. He announced with pleasure that the 
SouthWest Pacific Region had signed an agreement with FAO, on behalf of the Governing Body, 
placing the regional collections held in the Centre for Pacific Crop and Trees in the International 
Treaty’s Multilateral System, and that an agreement had also been signed with the Global Crop 
Diversity Trust. These agreements demonstrated the Region’s need and commitment to work with 
other Regions, and to share genetic resources, in order to address the many challenges of this century, 
including climate change. His statement is attached as Appendix D.2. 

4. Mr Ramón Efraín Figueroa, Vice-Minister of Agriculture and Livestock, Honduras, 
stressed the essential role that plant genetic resources played in ensuring a sustainable and diverse 
food supply, and that genetic resources from his region had greatly contributed to global food security. 
He indicated the importance of supporting developing countries in enhancing their capacity to 
conserve, use and develop genetic resources, and to fully achieve the objectives of the International 
Treaty. His statement is attached as Appendix D.3. 

5. Ms Alicia Crespo Pazos, Director of the Spanish Plant Variety Protection Office, Spain, 
stated that while significant progress had been made in advancing the International Treaty, this was at 
a critical point, and that the International Treaty Secretariat needed to be able to count on adequate and 
predictable funding in order to fulfil its mission. She reaffirmed Spain’s continuing strong 
commitment to the International Treaty, noting that Spain had committed three million Euro to 
advancing the implementation of the Treaty. She called upon other Contracting Parties and donors to 
contribute the financial resources needed to ensure the effective achievement of the objectives of the 
International Treaty. Her statement is attached as Appendix D.4. 

6. Ms Cinzia Scaffidi, Director of the Slow Food Study Centre, Italy, noted that, while a 
number of concrete steps had been taken to protect the world’s agriculture biodiversity, many 
challenges remained. Food diversity, she said, was being eroded in the same way that genetic 
resources were. By building up an appreciation of food diversity, consumers, too, could be involved in 
the implementation of the International Treaty. Her statement is attached as Appendix D.5. 

7. Mr Jean Beigbeder, Vice-President of Pro-Maïs, noted that his organization, made up of 
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private sector breeders, had brought maize genetic resources into the Multilateral System. The private 
sector, he said, recognized the importance of the International Treaty in facilitating access to plant 
genetic resources for food and agriculture. This enabled farmers and breeders to increase production 
and productivity, and contribute to achieving food security for all. He stressed the importance of 
involving farmers in the development of agriculture policies and programmes. His statement is 
attached as Appendix D.6. 

8. Mr Abdelmajid Labidi, Tunisian Union of Agriculture and Fishing, on behalf of the 
International Federation of Agricultural Producers (IFAP), stressed the crucial role of farmers in 
feeding the world’s population, and that their efforts to conserve, use and develop plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture needed to be supported. His statement is attached as Appendix D.7. 

OPENING OF THE SESSION 

9. Mr Modesto Fernández Díaz-Silveira (Cuba), Chair of the Governing Body, welcomed all 
participants in the Third Session of the Governing Body. He presented his report, which provided an 
overview of events since the last session, and of the activities of the Bureau. He thanked his fellow 
Bureau members, the Secretary and his small team for having prepared for the current session, and the 
Government of Tunisia for the generous hosting of the Third Session. His report is attached as 
Appendix E.1. 

10. Mr Shakeel Bhatti, Secretary of the International Treaty, presented his report, which 
reviewed the activities and accomplishments of the Secretariat since the last session of the Governing 
Body, and the major challenges that had to be overcome. He highlighted the many opportunities and 
challenges that lay ahead. His report is attached as Appendix E.2.  

11. His Excellency, Mr Abdessalem Mansour, Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, 
Tunisia, welcomed all participants to Tunisia and to the Third Session. The Governing Body, he said, 
now needed to assess progress and identify the measures now needed to advance implementation of 
the International Treaty. He stressed the critical need to conserve plant genetic resources for food and 
agriculture, and other biological diversity, so that the world’s agricultural systems could face the 
increasing frequency of droughts, fires and floods, and climate change. His statement is attached as 
Appendix D.1. 

12. Mr Modibo T. Traoré, Assistant Director-General, Agriculture and Consumer Protection 
Department of FAO, greeted the participants on behalf of Dr. Jacques Diouf, Director-General of 
FAO, and welcomed delegates and observers. He stressed the significant progress that had been 
achieved in advancing the International Treaty, and the need to forge ahead in the further 
implementation of this innovative international agreement. His statement is attached as Appendix D.8. 

CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIRS 

13. At the close of its Second Session, the Governing Body had elected its Chair and Vice-
Chairs for its Third Session. Mr Godfrey Mwila (Africa Region) had been elected to the Chair. Six 
Vice-Chairs had been elected: Mr Sugiono Moeljopawiro (Asia Region), Ms Anna Somerville (South 
West Pacific Region), Mr Campbell Davidson (Northern America Region), Mr Modesto Fernández 
Díaz-Silveira (Latin America and the Caribbean Region), Mr François Pythoud (European Region), 
and Ms Hanaiya El-Itriby (Near East Region). 

14. In the intervening period, Mr Mwila had resigned from this office, and, in accordance with 
Rule II of the Rules of Procedure of the Governing Body, and with the unanimous agreement of the 
Bureau, Mr Mwila designated Mr Modesto Fernández Díaz-Silveira (Cuba) to act as Chair, as of 
23 July 2008. In accordance with Rule II.1 of the Rules of Procedure of the Governing Body, the 
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Government of Zambia designated Ms Catherine Mungoma in the place of Mr Mwila, as the Vice-
Chair representing the Africa Region; and the Government of Australia designated Ms Fiona Bartlett, 
in the place of Ms Anna Somerville, who had resigned, as the Vice-Chair representing the South West 
Pacific Region. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

15. The Governing Body adopted the Agenda for its Third Session, as given in Appendix C. 

PARTICIPATION OF OBSERVERS 

16. The Governing Body took note of the observers who had requested to be present at the 
Third Session, and welcomed their participation. 

ELECTION OF THE RAPPORTEUR 

17. The Governing Body elected Mr Campbell Davidson (Canada) as Rapporteur. 

APPOINTMENT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE AND VERIFICATION OF 

CREDENTIALS 

18. The Governing Body elected seven members of the Credentials Committee: Australia, 
Austria, Canada, Guatemala, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic and Tunisia. Ms Hedwig 
Wögerbauer (Austria) served as Chair of the Committee. 

19. The Credentials Committee was informed of Rule III of the General Rules of the 
Organization as well as the practice and criteria followed by the FAO with respect to the acceptance 
of credentials, in line with the practice of the General Assembly of the United Nations on the matter. 
In accordance with Rule III.2 of the General Rules of the Organization, the Credentials Committee 
reviewed the credentials received by the Director-General of FAO. The Credentials Committee 
convened three times to examine the credentials and established two lists. List A includes 54 
Contracting Parties that submitted their credentials in the form required by Rule III.2 of the General 
Rules of the Organization. List B includes 22 Contracting Parties whose credentials were considered 
as information on their delegations. 

20. The Governing Body accepted the recommendation of the Credentials Committee that the 
credentials on both lists be accepted, on the understanding that Contracting Parties referred to in List B 
would communicate credentials in the form required by Rule III.2 of the General Rules of the 
Organization to the Director-General of FAO, as soon as possible.  

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BUDGET COMMITTEE 

21. The Governing Body considered the documents, Work Programme and Budget 2008-09: 
Financial Report,1 Draft  Work Programme and Budget for the biennium 2010-20112 and Addendum 1 
to the Draft Programme of Work and Budget for the biennium 2010-2011: possible supporting 

                                                      
1  IT/GB-3/09/20 Rev. 1. 
2  IT/GB-3/09/21. 
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activities to be funded by Contracting Parties under the Special Fund for Agreed Purposes. The 
Committee was chaired by Mr Aamir Ashraf Khawaja (Pakistan) and Mr François Pythoud 
(Switzerland).  

22. The Governing Body adopted the Work Programme and Budget for the 2010 – 2011 
Biennium, Resolution 1/2009, as contained in Appendix A.1.3 

FINANCIAL RULES OF THE GOVERNING BODY 

23. The Governing Body considered the document, Financial Rules of the Governing Body4 
and Addendum 1, Financial Rules of the Governing Body – Background Information.5 The Governing 
Body agreed on the urgent need to finalize the Financial Rules at its Fourth Session. The Financial 
Rules of the Governing Body, as amended by virtue of Resolution 5/2009, are contained in Appendix 
B. 

ADOPTION OF PROCEDURES AND OPERATIONAL MECHANISMS TO PROMOTE 
COMPLIANCE AND TO ADDRESS ISSUES OF NON-COMPLIANCE 

24. The Governing Body considered document, Draft procedures and operational mechanisms 
to promote compliance and address issues of non-compliance,6 and decided to establish a Contact 
Group on Procedures and Mechanisms to Promote Compliance and to Address Issues of Non-
Compliance. The Contact Group was chaired by Mr Javad Mozafari Hashtjin (Islamic Republic of 
Iran) and Mr Rene Lefeber (the Netherlands).  

25. The Governing Body adopted a resolution on the issue of compliance, Resolution 2/2009 
and an Annex to the resolution, as contained in Appendix A.2. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FUNDING STRATEGY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
TREATY 

26. The Governing Body considered the document, Report on actions taken by the Secretary 
on the implementation of the Funding Strategy,7 and the information document, Report by the Bureau 
on the First Project cycle of the the Benefit-sharing Fund.8 

27. The Governing Body noted the list of the eleven projects approved by the Bureau to be 
funded under the Benefit-sharing Fund and welcomed the progress made in the operation of the 
Benefit-sharing Fund. It expressed its gratitude for the generous contributions to the Benefit-sharing 
Fund made by Italy, Spain, Norway and Switzerland, and commended the Norwegian decision to 
provide 0.1% of the annual value of all seed sold in its territory, as an example of innovative 
approaches to allow for the provision of resources to the Benefit-sharing Fund on a regular and 
predictable basis. 

28. The Governing Body noted the very positive response to the first call for proposals under 
the Benefit-sharing Fund. It thanked the experts who evaluated the project proposals for their valuable 

                                                      
3 The Work Programme consists of the combined Annex 1 of Resolution 1/2009 and the Addendum thereto. 
4  IT/GB-3/09/5. 
5  IT/GB-3/09/5 Add 1. 
6  IT/GB-3/09/6 Rev.1. 
7  IT/GB-3/09/8. 
8  IT/GB-3/09/Inf.11. 



IT/GB-3/09/Report  5 

 

assistance, and commended the work of its Bureau in approving the projects. It recognized the 
importance of the initiation of project approval from the funds under the direct control of the 
Governing Body as a major step in the implementation of the International Treaty. 

29. The Governing Body considered the document, Report of the Co-Chairs of the Ad Hoc 
Advisory Committee on the Funding Strategy,9 which was presented by the Co-Chairs of the 
Committee, Ms Ana Berretta (Uruguay) and Mr Bert Visser (the Netherlands). It thanked the Co-
Chairs and the other members of the Committee for their excellent work. The Governing Body 
reiterated the crucial importance of an effective Funding Strategy and noted that resources should be 
mobilized from all possible sources. 

30. The Governing Body adopted a resolution on the Funding Strategy, Resolution 3/2009, as 
contained in Appendix A.3. 

CONSIDERATION OF THE BUSINESS PLAN OF THE GOVERNING BODY 

31. The Governing Body considered the document, Consideration of the Business Plan of the 
Governing Body10 and the information document The Draft Business Plan of the Governing Body.11 It 
thanked the Government of Switzerland for hosting the informal meeting on the development of the 
Draft Business Plan.  

32. The Governing Body noted that the Business Plan is expected to play multiple roles, 
including serving as a planning, fund-raising and a communication tool. The Governing Body agreed 
that the Draft Business Plan needed to be further developed. It urged Contracting Parties to provide 
comments on the Draft Business Plan by 31 December 2009, and requested the Bureau working with 
the Secretary to revise the Draft Business Plan based on the comments received from Contracting 
Parties, for consideration at the Fourth Session of the Governing Body.  

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE GOVERNING BODY AND THE GLOBAL CROP 
DIVERSITY TRUST 

33. The Chair of the Executive Board of the Global Crop Diversity Trust presented the 
document, Report from the Global Crop Diversity Trust,12 in accordance with Article 3.3 of the 
Relationship Agreement between the Global Crop Diversity Trust and the Governing Body. She also 
presented the document, Draft fund disbursement strategy of the Global Crop Diversity Trust,13 which 
was submitted to the Governing Body for consultation in accordance with Article 6 of the Constitution 
of the Global Crop Diversity Trust. 

34. The presentation identified the elements of the International Treaty that were supported by 
the Global Crop Diversity Trust and the activities undertaken for this purpose. In particular, it 
highlighted activities aimed at strengthening the global system of ex situ conservation, providing 
support to developing countries and countries with economies in transition for the regeneration of 
unique and endangered accessions, their characterization, entry of related information into databases, 
and safety duplication. The presentation noted that the Global Crop Diversity Trust is also supporting 
screening of collections, research into better and less costly means for conserving vegetatively 
propagated samples, and the development of information systems to improve genebank management 

                                                      
9  IT/GB-3/09/7. 
10  IT/GB-3/09/9. 
11  IT/GB-3/09/Inf.12. 
12  IT/GB-3/09/10. 
13  IT/GB-3/09/Inf.8. 
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and enhance the ability of plant breeders and researchers to search genebank accessions globally. The 
presentation also described efforts to ensure the permanent conservation of collections of plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture of global importance. 

35. The Governing Body commended the Global Crop Diversity Trust for its excellent 
programmatic performance during the past biennium, which had made a substantial contribution to 
attaining the objectives of the International Treaty. The Governing Body welcomed and supported the 
Funds Disbursement Strategy of the Global Crop Diversity Trust. It recommended that the Trust 
continue to give priority in their funding activities to countries that are Contracting Parties to the 
International Treaty.  

36. The Governing Body highlighted the need to maintain and develop the relationship 
between the International Treaty and the Global Crop Diversity Trust in a complementary manner. To 
that effect, the Governing Body encouraged the Global Crop Diversity Trust to continue its 
communication with the Governing Body on projects and activities funded by the Global Crop 
Diversity Trust and trusted that this would be maintained and enhanced during the intersessional 
period. In commending the Global Crop Diversity Trust on its performance, the Governing Body 
expressed its hope that this performance be matched by other areas of the Funding Strategy. 

THE MULTILATERAL SYSTEM OF ACCESS AND BENEFIT-SHARING 

37. The Governing Body considered the documents, Review of the implementation of the 
Multilateral System,14 and Review of the implementation and operation of the Standard Material 
Transfer Agreement.15 It adopted a resolution on this matter, Resolution 4/2009, as contained in 
Appendix A.4. 

38. The Governing Body considered the document, Review of the implementation of the 
Material Transfer Agreement being used by the International Agricultural Research Centres of the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research and other relevant international 
institutions, for plant genetic resources for food and agriculture not included in Annex I of the 
International Treaty,16 and the information document, Experience of the CG Centres with the 
Implementation of the Agreements with the Governing Body, with particular reference to the Use of 
the Standard Material Transfer Agreement for Annex I  and Non-Annex I Crops.17 

39. The Governing Body noted that at its Second Session it endorsed that interpretative 
footnotes or series of footnotes would be included to relevant provisions of the Standard Material 
Transfer Agreement (SMTA) for transfers of non-Annex I material collected before the entry into force 
of the International Treaty to be used by the International Agricultural Research Centres (IARCs) of 
the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research. The Governing Body also noted that 
the IARCs commenced using the Standard Material Transfer Agreement with footnotes on 1 February 
2008, and that the IARCs still have only limited experience with the use to date. The Governing Body 
further noted that although the IARCs have used the SMTA for a relatively short time, the impression 
of the Centres is that the SMTA is attracting increasing acceptance by potential recipients as they 
become more familiar with its terms. The Governing Body decided that it would further review these 
measures at its Fourth Session. 

40. The Governing Body requested the Ad Hoc Third Party Beneficiary Committee to consider 
the issue of the application of the Third Party Beneficiary provisions and procedures to transactions 

                                                      
14  IT/GB-3/09/13. 
15   IT/GB-3/09/14. 
16  IT/GB-3/09/15. 
17  IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 15. 
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related to non-Annex I material transferred with the SMTA and report to the Fourth Session of the 
Governing Body. 

PROCEDURES FOR THE THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARY 

41. The Governing Body considered the document, Report of the Chair of the Ad Hoc Third 
Party Beneficiary Committee,18 which was presented by the Chair of the Ad Hoc Third Party 
Beneficiary Committee, Mr Javad Mozafari Hashjin (Islamic Republic of Iran). It thanked the Chair 
and the other members of the Committee for their excellent work.  

42. The Governing Body adopted a resolution on this matter, Resolution 5/2009, as contained 
in Appendix A.5, and its Annex 1 related to the Procedures for the Operation of the Third Party 
Beneficiary and Annex 2 on Operations of the Third Party Beneficiary, as well as the amendment to 
the Financial Rules to provide for the Third Party Beneficiary Reserve. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 6, SUSTAINABLE USE OF PLANT GENETIC 
RESOURCES 

43. The Governing Body considered the document, Implementation of Article 619 and the 
information document, Compilation of Submissions sent by Contracting Parties, other Governments, 
and Relevant Institutions and Organizations on the Implementation of Article 6.20 

44. The Governing Body reiterated the fundamental importance of promoting the 
implementation of Article 6 in order for Contracting Parties to enhance capacity to use plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture through plant breeding, including the utilization of modern tools, 
traditional varieties and the participation of farmers. It noted that in many regions the implementation 
of Article 6 is lagging behind in comparison to other elements of the International Treaty, and that 
further financial resources, capacity building and technology transferred are required. 

45. The Governing Body stressed the need for Contracting Parties to develop and maintain 
appropriate policies and legal measures that promote sustainable use of plant genetic resources for 
food and agriculture and strengthen the participatory approaches, including developing studies and 
sharing experiences of countries that have successfully implemented sustainable use programmes for 
plant genetic resources. 

46. The Governing Body emphasized that to assess progress, identify gaps and opportunities 
for further strengthening use of plant genetic resources, the Contracting Parties are invited to regularly 
submit progress reports on implementation of Article 6 through the reporting mechanism of the Global 
Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture. 

47. The Governing Body requested the Secretary to clarify the notion of a toolbox to assist 
countries in the design of measures to promote sustainable use in order to come to a common 
understanding with regard to such an instrument and submit it to the Contracting Parties during the 
Fourth Session of the Governing Body.  

                                                      
18  IT/GB-3/09/11 Rev. 1. 
19  IT/GB-3/09/16. 
20  IT/GB-3/09/Inf.5. 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 9, FARMERS’ RIGHTS 

48. The Governing Body considered the document, Collection of views and experiences 
submitted by Contracting Parties and other relevant organizations on the implementation of Article 
9.21 The Governing Body expressed its concern about the small number of submissions received from 
Contracting Parties regarding the implementation of Article 9. It recognized the important contribution 
that local and indigenous communities and farmers make to the conservation and sustainable use of 
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and in particular, the important role of women in this 
regard.  

49. The Governing Body adopted a resolution on this matter, Resolution 6/2009, as contained 
in Appendix A.6. 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE GOVERNING BODY AND THE COMMISSION ON 
GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

50. The Governing Body considered the document, Cooperation between the Governing Body 
and the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, and coordination of their fields 
of intergovernmental work,22 which was jointly prepared by the Secretariats of the two bodies. The 
Governing Body emphasized the need for collaboration between the two bodies and their Secretariats, 
and adopted a resolution on this matter, Resolution 7/2009, as contained in Appendix A.7.  

COOPERATION WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, INCLUDING 
AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE GOVERNING BODY AND THE INTERNATIONAL 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CENTERS OF THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP ON 
INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND OTHER RELEVANT 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

51. The Secretariat introduced document, Progress report on partnerships, synergies and 
cooperation with other organizations.23 The Governing Body and other international organizations 
highlighted progress of capacity building activities related to the International Treaty’s scope and 
objectives that had been carried out in cooperation with the International Treaty Secretariat.  

52. The Governing Body recognized the significant role of the International Agricultural 
Research Centres of the CGIAR in supporting the International Treaty, and indicated its appreciation 
for the existing close cooperation between the International Treaty Secretariat, and the Secretariats of 
the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity.  

53. The Governing Body requested the Secretary to continue participating in relevant meetings 
of the World Intellectual Property Organization, the International Union for the Protection of New 
Varieties of Plants, the World Health Organization and other relevant international organizations.  

54. It adopted a resolution on cooperation with other international organizations and 
institutions, Resolution 8/2009, as contained in Appendix A.8. 

                                                      
21   IT/GB-3/09/Inf.6. 
22  IT/GB-3/09/17. 
23  IT/GB-3/09/18. 
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MATTERS ARISING FROM THE REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT EXTERNAL 
EVALUATION OF FAO RELATED TO THE TREATY 

55. The Secretariat introduced the document, Matters Arising from the Report of the 
Independent External Evaluation of FAO Related to the International Treaty.24 

56. The Governing Body noted that the International Treaty was not in a position to seek 
increased financial or administrative authority in view of the current under-funding of its Core 
Administrative Budget. 

57. The Governing Body noted the relevance of the implications of the ongoing process of the 
FAO reform to the financial and administrative aspects of the International Treaty’s implementation 
and the activities of the International Treaty Secretariat, as well as the Governing Body’s ability to 
bring issues to the attention of the FAO Council and Conference through the relevant technical 
committee.  

58. The Governing Body requested the Bureau of the Fourth Session of the Governing Body at 
its earliest convenience to familiarize itself with the FAO reform process for the clarification of the 
overall implications of the outcomes of the reform process in relation to the International Treaty. 

59. The Governing Body requested the Secretary to continue following the process of FAO 
reform, in particular, regarding any potential financial and administrative implications for the 
International Treaty, regularly updating the Bureau on the reform process and, working with the 
Bureau to prepare a report for the consideration of the Governing Body at its Fourth Session.  

DATE AND PLACE OF THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING BODY 

60. The Governing Body welcomed the generous offer of the Government of the Republic of 
Indonesia to host the Fourth Session of the Governing Body in 2011. The Secretary of the 
International Treaty, in consultation with the host government, will arrange for the specific dates and 
will then notify all Contracting Parties. 

ELECTION OF THE CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIRS OF THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE 
GOVERNING BODY 

61. The Governing Body elected its Chair and Vice-Chairs for its Fourth Session. Ms Cosima 
Hufler (Europe Region) was elected Chair. Six Vice-Chairs were elected: Ms Fiona Bartlett (South 
West Pacific Region), Mr Gustavo Pacheco (Latin America and the Caribbean Region), Mr Marco 
Valicenti (Northern America Region), Mr Javad Mozafari Hashjin (Near East Region), Mr Mohd 
Shukor Nordin (Asia Region) and Mr Mohamed Kharrat (Africa Region).  

OTHER BUSINESS 

62. The Governing Body welcomed the offer by the Government of Italy to host a High-Level 
Round Table on the International Treaty involving relevant stakeholders, and requested the Secretary 
to work closely with the Government of Italy to make all necessary arrangements. 

63. The Governing Body dealt with the selection of candidates and appointment of members to 
the Executive Board of the Global Crop Diversity Trust, as detailed in Appendix H. 

                                                      
24  IT/GB-3/09/19. 
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 CLOSING STATEMENTS 

64. A representative of the Government of Tunisia noted that it had been a pleasure to host the 
Third Session of the Governing Body. He expressed the view that this session was a cornerstone for 
future work under the International Treaty, and thanked all Contracting Parties and observers for their 
constructive participation in the session. 

65. Regional representatives thanked the Government of Tunisia for hosting the Third Session 
of the Governing Body, noting with appreciation the hospitality shown by the people of Tunisia. They 
expressed gratitude to the Secretary and all staff of the Secretariat of the International Treaty for 
preparing for the current session and for their dedicated work during the session. A number of 
representatives noted the high quality of session working and information documents, and in 
particular, expressed appreciation for the documents containing the draft Work Programme and 
Budget for the biennium 2010-2011.  

66. Several representatives of developing countries expressed appreciation for the financial 
support received from a number of donors, which enabled their participation in the Third Session of 
the Governing Body. A representative of the Africa Region appealed for support for a regional 
consultation in advance of the Fourth Session of the Governing Body.  

67. Representatives from all regions praised the Chair for the way he had conducted the 
session, and congratulated the incoming Chair for her election as well as the new Bureau members. 
They also thanked the Rapporteur for all his efforts.  

68. The Secretary of the International Treaty congratulated the Contracting Parties for the 
accomplishments made during the Third Session of the Governing Body. The Secretary thanked the 
Chair and the Bureau for all their support and guidance over the pass intersessional period and during 
the current session. He noted with appreciation the valuable participation of the many observers 
present at the Third Session. 

69. The outgoing Chair expressed his appreciation for all the support and spirit of collaboration 
shown during the current session. He thanked his fellow Bureau members for their advice and support. 
The Chair noted that progress had been made in advancing the International Treaty, and its successful 
implementation would be beneficial to all people. He stressed that a number of important issues 
remained and hoped that these would be successfully addressed by the Governing Body. The Chair 
expressed his appreciation to the Government of Tunisia and its people for hosting the Third Session 
of the Governing Body.  

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE 
GOVERNING BODY 

70. The Governing Body adopted its report and all resolutions as contained in Appendix A. 

 

* * * * ** * * * * 
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APPENDIX A 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE GOVERNING BODY 

 

 

APPENDIX A.1 

RESOLUTION 1/2009 

WORK PROGRAMME AND BUDGET FOR THE 2010-2011 BIENNIUM 

 

 

THE GOVERNING BODY, 

Recalling that the FAO Governing Bodies have determined that the International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture is a priority FAO activity; 

Recognizing that the International Treaty is at a critical stage in its implementation; 

Recognizing that the delivery of the Work Programme is subject to adequate resources being available 
within the Core Administrative Budget, and that this will be essential to the future functioning, 
credibility and effectiveness of the International Treaty; 

Recalling priorities as reflected in decisions taken by the Governing Body; 

 

1. Reiterates its concern at the limited level of voluntary contributions by Contracting Parties to 
the Core Administrative Budget from inception to date; 

2. Accordingly urges all Contracting Parties to provide the resources required in the Core 
Administrative Budget, as adopted, in a timely manner; 

3. Invites all States as well as intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations 
and other entities, to contribute to the Core Administrative Budget and the Special Funds of the 
International Treaty; 

4. Appreciates the Secretary’s efforts to ensure a modern and transparent approach to the 
establishment of the International Treaty’s biennial Work Programme and Budget, as well as to the 
management of the International Treaty’s financial operations and reporting, and recognizes that these 
efforts will provide financial clarity, facilitate work programming, and increase confidence among 
Contracting Parties;  

5. Adopts the Work Programme and its Core Administrative Budget for the biennium 2010-
2011, as contained in Annex 1 of this Resolution and the Addendum thereto; 

6. Takes note of the provisional proposed contribution from FAO of US$ 1,859,000; 

7. Approves a Working Capital Reserve of US$ 350,000, to be capitalized in the biennium 2010-
2011; 

8. Decides that 20% of voluntary contributions to the Benefit-sharing Fund be used to fund the 
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costs of mobilization of resources, administration of the Fund, management of the project cycle under 
the Fund, and ancillary operations; the percentage may be reviewed by the Bureau as appropriate;  

9. Decides that, for the biennium 2010-2011, the percentage of voluntary contributions 
accumulated under paragraph (8) above be utilized starting from the biennium 2012-2013, subject to 
review by the Governing Body at its Fourth Session based on an analysis of actual income and costs 
during the biennium 2010-2011 to be prepared by the Secretariat; 

10. Confirms the authorization for the Secretary to transfer resources between the main 
appropriation lines of the Core Administrative Budget up to an aggregate of 15 percent of the 
Operating Budget, provided that no more than 25 percent of any main appropriation line may be 
transferred to another; the information on this matter will be included in the financial report to the 
Governing Body; 

11. Takes note of the Secretariat staffing table for the biennium 2010-2011 set out in Annex 2 to 
this Resolution, recognizing that the precise staffing arrangements are a matter of the normal executive 
authority of the Secretary; 

12. Confirms that Contracting Parties that are developing countries and countries with economies 
in transition should be informed by the Secretary, in a timely manner before a meeting, of the 
availability of resources to support their participation in that meeting from the Fund referred to in the 
Treaty’s Financial Rule VI.2c, and that, where such funding is limited, priority should be given to the 
least developed countries; 

13. Encourages the Secretary to continue the implementation of the transparent approach in 
preparing and submitting the draft Work programme and Budget for the biennium 2012-2013, 
including a Secretariat staffing table and a Draft Resolution, for the consideration of the Governing 
Body at its Fourth Session, and to report on progress on income and expenditures, as well as any 
adjustments made to the budget in the biennium 2010-2011. 
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                 Annex 1 

Core Administrative Budget of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 

 for Food and Agriculture 

Category 2010 2011 Total 

A. Staff and consultancy costs    

D-1 249,336 249,336 498,672 

P-5 217,824 217,824 435,648 

P-4 (x2) 379,176 379,176 758,352 

P-3 (x3) 462,240 462,240 924,480 

G-5 108,456 108,456 216,912 

G-4 93,072 93,072 186,144 

G-3 81,036 81,036 162,072 

Additional staff for the biennium 2010-20111    

P5 217,824 217,824 435,648 

P3 154,080 154,080 308,160 

Consultancy costs 30,000 100,000 130,000 

 Total A. 1,993,044 2,063,044 4,056,088 

B. Meetings    

Fourth Session of the Governing Body - 500,000 500,000 

Bureau meetings 15,000 15,000 30,000 

Third Party Beneficiary Committee (1) 7,000 - 7,000 

Total B. 22,000 515,000 537,000 

C. Other costs    

Core staff duty travel 71,000 69,750 140,750 

Publications 36,000 30,750 66,750 

Supplies and equipment 24,000 24,000 48,000 

Miscellaneous 12,000 10,500 22,500 

Total C. 143,000 135,000 278,000 

Total A + B + C 2,158,044 2,713,044 4,871,088 

D. General Operating Services (4% of A + B + C) 86,322 108,522 194,844 

E. Operating Budget 2,244,366 2,821,566 5,065,932 

F. Project Servicing Cost (13% of E less FAO contribution) 170,933 245,969 416,901 

G. Core Administrative Budget 2,415,298 3,067,534 5,482,833 

H. Working Capital Reserve 175,000 175,000 350,000 

I. FAO Contribution (929,500) (929,500) (1,859,000) 

J. Balance to be funded 1,660,798 2,313,034 3,973,833 

                                                      
1  For the 2010-2011 biennium only. 



Appendix A, page 4   IT/GB-3/09/Report 
 

 

           Annex 2 

 

2010 -2011 Secretariat Staffing Table 

 

Established staff 

D-1 

P-5 

P-4 (2) 

P-3 (3) 

G-5 

G-4 

G-3 

Additional staff for the 2010-11 biennium only 

P-5 

P-3 
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ADDENDUM TO ANNEX 1: POSSIBLE SUPPORTING ACTIVITIES TO BE FUNDED BY 
CONTRACTING PARTIES UNDER THE SPECIAL FUND FOR AGREED PURPOSES 

This Addendum covers other activities which Contracting Parties are invited to fund on an extra-
budgetary basis, through the Special Funds2. 

 

                                                      
2 Financial Rule V.1d provides for a Multi-donor Special Fund, for “other voluntary payments by Contracting Parties, for purposes agreed 
between the contributor and the Secretary”. Rule V.1e provides for separate Individual-donor Funds for “other voluntary payment by 
Contracting Parties, by IGOs, by NGOs or other entities for purposes agreed between the contributor and the Secretary. 

 

Activity Area covered 
Amount ((thousands of 

US$) 

Awareness raising in related policy areas and processes All 200 

Establishing on-line learning courses All 442 

Assistance for implementation of  Arts 5 and 6  Arts 5&6 500 

Legal technical assistance for Treaty implementation All 350 

Management of the project cycle FS 450 

Evaluation of the overall programme and operation of the 
Funding Strategy 

FS 60 

Special task force on resource mobilization FS 300 

National and regional case studies and lessons learned on the 
non commercial benefit sharing provisions of the MLS 

MLS 200 

Establishment of a MLS Clearing House Mechanism MLS 150 

Joint Capacity Building Programme MLS 1 500 

Training on MLS and SMTA operations MLS 200 

Communication campaigns All 150 

Ad hoc technical committee  MLS 90 

Multi -Stakeholder platform for MLS users MLS 60 

Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding Strategy FS 28 

Meetings of the CBCM all 48 

Vision paper and Platform on Art. 17 Art. 17 90 

Ad Hoc Working Group on Compliance Arts 19&21 30 

Regional Workshops on Farmers’ Rights Art 9 150 

TOTAL  4 998 
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APPENDIX A.2 

RESOLUTION 2/2009 

PROCEDURES AND OPERATIONAL MECHANISMS TO PROMOTE COMPLIANCE AND 
TO ADDRESS ISSUES OF NON-COMPLIANCE 

 

 

THE GOVERNING BODY, 

Recalling Resolution 3/2006 of the First Session of the Governing Body and Resolution 1/2007 of the 
Second Session of the Governing Body; 

 

1. Decides to put the issue of compliance high on the agenda of the Fourth Session of the 
Governing Body; 

2. Decides to establish and convene, subject to the availability for that purpose of funds from the 
Special Fund for Agreed Purposes, an ad hoc working group which shall negotiate and finalise the 
procedures and operational mechanisms to promote compliance and address issues of non-compliance, 
on the basis of the text contained in the Annex to this Resolution, with a view to their approval at the 
Fourth Session of the Governing Body; 

3. Decides that the Co-Chairs of the Contact Group on Procedures and Operational Mechanisms 
to Promote Compliance and Address Issues of Non-compliance, convened at the Third Session of the 
Governing Body, shall serve as Co-Chairs of the ad hoc working group; 

4. Decides that the ad hoc working group shall be comprised of up to two representatives 
designated by each Region of the FAO in addition to the Co-Chairs; 

5. Decides that the ad hoc working group shall hold two meetings each of two days in Rome, 
preferably immediately before meetings of the Bureau;  

6. Invites Contracting Parties and observers to make, through the Secretary, submissions on the 
text contained in the Annex to this Resolution before 1 October 2009 for consideration by the ad hoc 
working group, and requests the Secretary to compile any such submissions. 
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           Annex 
 

DRAFT PROCEDURES AND OPERATIONAL MECHANISMS TO  
PROMOTE COMPLIANCE AND ADDRESS ISSUES OF NON-COMPLIANCE 

 

 

The following procedures and mechanisms are developed in accordance with Article 21 of the 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources and are separate from, and without prejudice to, the 
dispute settlement procedures and mechanisms established by Article 22 of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources.  
 

I. OBJECTIVES 
 

1. The objective of the compliance procedures and mechanisms shall be to promote compliance 
with all the provisions of this Treaty and to address issues of non-compliance. These procedures and 
mechanisms include monitoring, offering advice or assistance, including legal advice or legal 
assistance, when needed and requested, in particular to developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition.  
 

II. PRINCIPLES 
 

1. The compliance procedures and mechanisms shall be simple, cost-effective, facilitative, non-
adversarial, non-judicial, legally non-binding and cooperative in nature.  
 

2. The operation of the compliance procedures and mechanisms shall be guided by the principles 
of transparency, accountability, fairness, expeditiousness, predictability, good faith, and 
reasonableness [and shall take into account capacities of Contracting Parties]. 
 

III. INSTITUTIONAL MECHANISMS 
 

1. The Compliance Committee established by the Governing Body on 16 June 2006 by 
Resolution 3/2006, hereinafter referred to as “the Committee”, shall carry out the functions specified 
herein. 
 

2. The Committee shall consist of [l4] members nominated by Contracting Parties and elected by 
the Governing Body on the basis of two from each of the seven regional groups of the FAO. 
 

[3. Members of the Committee shall have recognized competence in the field of genetic resources 
or other fields relevant for the International Treaty, including legal or technical expertise[, and they 
shall serve in their individual capacity ]/[and they shall [serve]/[act] objectively and in the best 
interests of the Treaty].]  
 

4. Members shall be elected by the Governing Body for a period of four years, this being a full 
term. At its [...] session, the Governing Body shall elect [seven] members, one from each region, for 
half a term, and [seven] members for a full term. Each time thereafter, the Governing Body shall elect 
for a full term, new members to replace those whose term has expired. Members shall not serve for 
more than two consecutive terms.  
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5. The Committee shall hold meetings as necessary, preferably in Rome, and, wherever possible, 
in conjunction with meetings of the Governing Body or other International Treaty bodies, subject to 
the availability of financial resources.The Secretariat shall service the meetings of the Committee.  
 

6. The Committee shall submit its reports including recommendations with regard to the 
discharge of its functions to the next regular session of the Governing Body for consideration and 
appropriate action in accordance with the International Treaty.  
 

7. Bearing in mind Rule I of the Rules of Procedure of the Governing Body, the Committee shall 
develop and submit any further rules of procedure[, as appropriate,] [, including rules on 
confidentiality, conflict of interest and electronic decision-making,] to the Governing Body for its 
consideration and approval.  
 

8. The Committee shall elect its Chair and a Vice-Chair, who will rotate among the FAO 
regions.  

 

Option 1:3 

IV. FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE 
 
The Committee shall, with a view to promoting compliance and addressing issues of non-compliance, 
and under the overall guidance of the Governing Body, have the following functions:  
 

a) [Consider information submitted to it regarding matters relating to compliance and 
issues of non-compliance; 

 
b) Address issues of non-compliance and identify the specific circumstances of the issue 

referred to it, in accordance with Sections [V to VII] below; 
 
c) Offer advice and/or facilitate assistance, as appropriate, to the concerned Contracting 

Party, on matters relating to compliance with a view to assisting it to comply with its 
obligations under the International Treaty;  

 
d) [Review general [issues]/ [cases] of compliance by Contracting Parties with their 

obligations under the International Treaty, taking into account the information 
submitted [by the Contracting Parties][to it] and following the guidance of the 
[Committee][Governing Body] [, in accordance with Section VI below]];  

 
e) Take [measures][actions], as defined [in Section VII] below[, [or make 

recommendations,] as appropriate, to the Governing Body];  
 
f) [Monitor the activities of the International Treaty supported by the Secretariat and 

information supplied by the Contracting Parties;][Monitor the implementation of the 
Treaty by Contracting Parties on the basis of reports in accordance with Section IX 
below;]] 

 
[f bis) Make recommendations to the Governing Body on the interpretation of the Standard 

Material Transfer Agreement, in acordance with Sections V to VII below;] 
 

                                                      
3 There is an agreement to work on the basis of option 1, and to keep option 2 as a point of reference. 
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g) Carry out any other functions as may be assigned to it by the Governing Body 
pursuant to Article 21; 

 
h) [[Report to the Governing Body]/[Provide confidential reports to the Bureau] on its 

activities [, including a summary of each closed issue of non-compliance,]]/[To 
present a bi-annual report to the Governing Body]. 

 

[i) Set up a network between Contracting Parties with the objective of exchanging 
information and experiences which they will use to resolve problems of non-
compliance;] 

 
Option 2: 

 
IV. REPORTS TO THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
The Committee shall submit a report to each regular session of the Governing Body reflecting: 
 

(a) the work that the Committee has undertaken; 
(b) the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee; and 
(c) the future programme of work of the Committee. 

 
 
V. PROCEDURES 
 

l. The Committee shall receive, through the Secretariat, any submissions relating to compliance 
from [the following entities]:  
 

a) Any Contracting Party with respect to itself;  
 
b) [Any Contracting Party with respect to another Contracting Party; or  
 
c) The Governing Body.] 
 

[The Contracting Party in respect of which the concern is raised is hereinafter referred to as “the 
Contracting Party concerned”.] 

[1bis. The Committee shall receive, through the Secretariat, any communication concerning 
questions of interpretation of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement from: 

(a) the Governing Body; 

(b) a Contracting Party; 

(c) an International Agricultural Research Centre or the Consultative Group of the International 
Agricultural Research Centres, 

(d) a Party to a Standard Material Transfer Agreement; or 

(e) any natural or legal person that can demonstrate an interest in concluding a Standard Material 
Transfer Agreement.] 

Option 14 
 

[[2. Upon reception of submissions on possible non-compliance, the Secretariat will initiate a 

                                                      
4 There is agreement to work on the basis of option 2, and to keep option 1 as a point of reference. 



Appendix A, page 10   IT/GB-3/09/Report 
 

 

process of dialogue with the Contracting Party or Contracting Parties involved in order to 
[overcome]/[address] the situation.]  

[3. In the event that such dialogue process will not reach its aim within thirty days, the Secretariat 
shall, within fifteen days of receipt of submissions make the submissions available to the Contracting 
Party concerned, and will publish it, encouraging the submission of any information from other 
sources, about it. The Contracting Party concerned and any other source interested will have sixty days 
to submit responses and related information to the secretariat. The Secretariat, within fifteen days of 
receipt of these responses and related information, shall transmit the submission, the response and 
information to the Committee. The Committee will have ninety days to analyse and produce the 
recommendation or to adopt any measure, as proceeds, to ensure compliance in order to address the 
issue.] 
 

[4. A Contracting Party that has received a submission regarding its compliance with the 
provision(s) of the International Treaty should respond and, with recourse to the Committee for 
assistance if required, provide the necessary information, preferably within three months and in any 
event not later than six months. This period of time shall commence on the date of the receipt of the 
submission as certified by the Secretariat. In the case where the Secretariat has not received any 
response or information from the concerned Party within the six months as referred to above, it shall 
transmit the submission to the Committee.] 
 

5. A Contracting Party, in respect of which a submission is made or which makes a submission, 
is entitled to attend the deliberations of the Committee. However, this Contracting Party shall not 
participate in the elaboration and adoption of a recommendation of the Committee.] 

 

Option 2 
 

 [2. Any submission shall be addressed in writing to the Secretariat and shall set out: 
a) The matter of concern; 
b) The relevant provisions of the International Treaty; and 
c) Information substantiating the matter of concern. 

 
[3. The Secretariat shall, within [15]/[30] days of receipt of submissions under paragraph 1b above, 
make the submissions available to the Contracting Party concerned, and once it has received a 
response and information from the Contracting Party concerned, it shall transmit the submission, the 
response and information to the Committee. In the case that a Contracting Party submits 
documentation with regard to itself the Secretariat shall, within [15]/ [30] days, forward that 
submission to the Committee.] 
 
4. When the Contracting Party concerned has received a submission it should respond and, with 
recourse to the Committee for assistance if required, provide the necessary information preferably 
within three months and in any event not later than six months. This period of time shall commence on 
the date of the receipt of the submission as certified by the Secretariat. In the case where the 
Secretariat has not received any response or information from the Contracting Party concerned within 
the six months as referred to above, it shall transmit the submission to the Committee.  
 
5. The Committee may reject to consider any submission made pursuant to paragraph 1b of this 
section that is de minimis or ill-founded, bearing in mind the objectives of the International Treaty. 
 
5 bis. The Contracting Party concerned [may present responses or comments at every step of the 
proceedings]/[is entitled to participate in the deliberations of the Committee]. This Contracting Party 
shall not participate in the elaboration and adoption of a recommendation of the Committee.] 
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[6. Confidentiality will be an essential requirement of the process.] 
 

[7. Any communcation shall be addressed in writing to the Secretiartiat and shall set out: 

(a) the question of interpretation; 

(b) the relevant provision of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement; and 

(c) any relevant supporting information clarifying the question of interpretation.] 

 
VI. INFORMATION  
 

l. The Committee shall consider relevant information from:  
 

a) The Contracting Party concerned;  
 
b) [The Contracting Party that has made a submission with respect to another 
Contracting Party.] 

 

2. The Committee may seek or receive and consider relevant information, including from:  
 

a) [Non-governmental organizations, the private sector and other civil society 
organizations and relevant inter-governmental organizations, [including the 
International Agricultural Research Centres] [, as directed by the Governing Body and 
with the consent of the Contracting Party concerned]]; 

 
b) The Secretariat. 
 

[3. The Committee may seek expert advice.] 
 

[4. The Committee, in undertaking all of its functions and activities, shall maintain the 
confidentiality of any information that is [provided to the Committee].] 

 

VII. [MEASURES]/[MECHANISMS]/[ACTIONS] TO PROMOTE COMPLIANCE AND 
ADDRESS CASES OF NON-COMPLIANCE 

 
l. [[The Committee may take one or more of the following measures] with a view to promoting 
compliance and addressing [cases][a case] of non-compliance [which is raised in accordance with 
Section V.1above and taking into account such factors as the cause, type, degree, and frequency of 
non-compliance, the Committee may [only]]] / [The Committee, after consultations with the 
Contracting Party concerned and taking into account such factors as the cause, type, degree and 
frequency of non-compliance, may]: 
 

a) [Provide]/[Offer] advice or [and or facilitate] assistance [,including legal advice or 
legal assistance] [or non-binding recommendations] to the Party concerned, as 
appropriate;  

 
b) [Make recommendations to the Governing Body regarding the provision of financial 

and technical assistance, technology transfer, training and other capacity-building 
measures];  
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c) Request or assist, as appropriate, the Contracting Party concerned to develop a 
compliance action plan regarding the achievement of compliance with the 
International Treaty within a timeframe to be agreed upon between the Committee and 
the Party concerned, [taking into account its existing capacity to comply]; and  

 
d) Invite the Contracting Party concerned to submit progress reports to the Committee on 

the efforts it is making to comply with its provisions under the International Treaty.  
 

2. [With a view to promoting compliance and addressing an issue of non-compliance raised in 
accordance with Section V.1 the][The] Governing Body may, upon the recommendations of the 
Committee, and taking into account such factors as the cause, type, degree and frequency of non-
compliance, [and the capacity of the Contracting Party concerned, in particular of developing country 
Contracting Parties in complying with the International Treaty,] also decide [to] [upon one or more of 
the following measures]:  
 

a) Provide [financial and technical] assistance[, including legal assistance to the 
Contracting Party concerned,][ technology transfer, training and other capacity-
building measures][ subject to budgetary considerations];  

 
b) [Issue a [caution]/[notification] to the concerned Contracting Party; or]  
 
c) [Publish cases of non-compliance.]/[Request the Secretariat to place on the website 

[closed issues]/[findings] of non-compliance.] 
 

[d) Take any other actions it deems appropriate [for capcacity-building] in accordance 
with the International and for the fulfillment of the Treaty’s objectives.] 

 

[3. With a view to promoting consistent interpretation of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement, 
the Governing Body may upon the recommendation of the Committee and, as appropriate: 

(a) provide an interpretation of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement, or 

(b) amend the Standard Material Transfer Agreement.] 

 

VIII. REVIEW OF THE PROCEDURES AND MECHANISMS 
 
[The Governing Body shall, in line with Article 21, review the effectiveness within X years of 
adoption of the procedures and mechanisms and/or periodically of these procedures and mechanisms 
and take appropriate action.] 

 

[IX] [IV ter]. REPORTING 
 

The Governing Body may, from time to time, seek reports from the Contracting Parties regarding 
compliance with the International Treaty.  

 

[[IX] [IV ter]. MONITORING  
 

1. Each Contracting Party shall submit to the Committee, through the Secretariat, a report on the 
measures it has taken to implement the International Treaty in one of the six languages of the United 
Nations [five years after the entry into force of the International Treaty, and every 5 years thereafter, 
in accordance with any further decisions of the Governing Body on the submission of such reports] 
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[periodically in conformity with decisions taken by the Governing Body]. 
 
 

2. The Committee shall consider the reports that it has received up to twelve months before the 
next session of the Governing Body taking into account any guidance of the Governing Body. 
 

3. The Committee shall submit a synthesis report on the basis of the reports that it has considered 
to each session of the Governing Body, which may include recommendations to the Governing Body 
on possible decisions to solve identified problems, including on the invitation to Contracting Parties to 
make a submission in accordance with Section V.1a. 
 

4. The Committee may develop and submit any further rules on monitoring and reporting, 
including a reporting format, to the Governing Body for its consideration and approval, taking into 
account the need to avoid duplication and to enhance synergies.]] 
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APPENDIX A.3 

RESOLUTION 3/2009 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FUNDING STRATEGY OF THE TREATY 

 

 

THE GOVERNING BODY, 

PART I 

ANNEX 4 OF THE FUNDING STRATEGY 

Recalling that the aims of the Funding Strategy are the development of ways and means by which 
adequate resources are available for the implementation of the International Treaty, and the 
transparent, efficient and effective utilization of all resources made available under the Funding 
Strategy; 

 

1. Adopts Annex 4 of the Funding Strategy, Information and Reporting Requirements under the 
Funding Strategy, as contained in Annex 1 to this Resolution; 

PART II 

THE STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BENEFIT-SHARING 
FUND OF THE FUNDING STRATEGY 

Recalling that the aims of the Funding Strategy are the development of ways and means by which 
adequate resources are available for the implementation of the International Treaty, and the 
transparent, efficient and effective utilization of all resources made available under the Funding 
Strategy; 

Recalling that the effective implementation of the Funding Strategy is critical to the implementation of 
the International Treaty; 

Emphasizing Article 18.1, as well as Articles 18.3 and 18.4 b, c and f of the International Treaty; 

Recognizing that successful resource mobilization requires initial investment in the resource 
mobilization itself; 

 

2. Welcomes the Strategic Plan for the implementation of the Benefit-sharing Fund of the 
Funding Strategy, as contained in Appendix 2 of document Report of the Co-Chairs of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Funding Strategy: Draft Strategic Plan for the Implementation of the Benefit-
sharing Fund of the Funding Strategy5, and agrees that this plan will constitute a basis for the 
implementation of the Benefit-sharing Fund of the Funding Strategy by the Secretariat and the 
Contracting Parties; 

3. Reaffirms the commitment of Contracting Parties to implement Article 18, in particular 

                                                      
5  IT/GB-3/09/7 App. 2. 
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Article 18.4 b and c; 

4. Based on Article 18.3, establishes a target of US$ 116 million between July 2009 and 
December 2014. This target may be reviewed by the Governing Body on a regular basis; 

5. Decides to reconvene the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding Strategy, with Terms 
of Reference, as contained in Annex 2 to this Resolution: 

i.  to advise the Bureau and the Secretary on resource mobilization efforts, including on 
innovative approaches; 

ii.  to advise the Bureau and the Secretary on the operation of the Benefit-sharing Fund, 
including on the disbursement and reporting procedures; 

iii. to address remaining issues within the full remit of the Funding Strategy, i.e. not only the 
Benefit-sharing Fund but also other elements of the Funding Strategy, in particular 
resources not under the direct control of the Governing Body; 

iv. to advise on the monitoring of the implementation of the overall Funding Strategy and on 
the assessment of its efficacy;  

v.  to report on the progress of its work to the Bureau of the Governing Body and to present 
the result of its work in the Fourth Session of the Governing Body; 

6. Agrees to engage “goodwill ambassadors” who will contribute to increasing public awareness, 
making the case for the Benefit-sharing Fund and presenting it to decision-makers, and requests the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Bureau, to invite appropriate individuals; 

7. Takes full note of the Strategic Plan’s section on resource and staffing implications, and 
requests the Secretary to engage adequate fundraising services with the aim to reach the above-
mentioned target; 

8. Invites Contracting Parties to explore, including with relevant stakeholders, the development 
of innovative approaches to allow for the provision of resources to the Benefit-sharing Fund, including 
on a regular and predictable basis; 

PART III 

OPERATIONALIZATION OF THE FUNDING STRATEGY 

Recalling Resolution 1/2006 on the Funding Strategy; 

Recognizing the importance of making concrete progress in the operationalization of the Funding 
Strategy; 

Taking into account the experiences gained in the first project cycle of the Benefit-sharing Fund of the 
Funding Strategy of the International Treaty; 

Recalling that the Operational Procedures for the Use of Resources under the Direct Control of the 
Governing Body are based on the following principles: 

1) Transparency and impartiality; 

2) Simplicity and accessibility; 

3) Efficiency and effectiveness; 
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9. Decides that: 

i. any governmental or non-governmental organization, including genebanks and research 
institutions, farmers and farmers’ organizations, and regional and international 
organizations, based in countries that are Contracting Parties to the International Treaty, 
may apply for grants under the Benefit-sharing Fund; 

ii. the list of Contracting Parties eligible to apply for support under the Benefit-sharing Fund 
will be prepared by the Secretary for each round of the project cycle, based on a complete 
list of developing countries derived from the most recent World Bank’s classification of 
economies; 

iii. plant genetic resources for food and agriculture listed in Annex 1 of the International 
Treaty resulting from projects funded by the Benefit-sharing Fund shall be made 
available according to the terms and conditions of the Multilateral System, and 
information generated by projects funded through the Benefit-sharing Fund shall be made 
publicly available within 1 year of the completion of the project; 

10. Requests the Secretary to: 

i. consult within FAO, in order to find interim arrangements for the disbursement of funds, 
and project reporting and monitoring, for the conclusion of the first project cycle; 

ii. make the necessary practical arrangements, and proceed with the disbursement of funds 
for the approved projects under the Benefit-sharing Fund of the International Treaty; 

iii. continue collaborating with the Executive Secretary of the Global Crop Diversity Trust 
and other international organizations in the further development and implementation of 
operational procedures; and 

iv. develop disbursement, reporting and monitoring procedures for the operation of future 
project cycles, for consideration and approval by the Governing Body at its Fourth 
Session. 

11. Thanks the Executive Secretary of the Global Crop Diversity Trust for the support to the 
Secretary of the International Treaty in the development and execution of the first call for proposals 
under the Benefit-sharing Fund; 

12. Thanks the experts who evaluated the projects for their valuable assistance and decides 
that in future rounds of the project cycle, the Panel of Experts for project proposal appraisal will be 
composed of at least two experts per region in each project cycle, selected by the Bureau, in 
consultation with the regions, from a roster of experts; 

13. Requests the Secretary to bring project proposals favourably appraised but not funded 
during the first project cycle to the attention of relevant international mechanisms, funds and bodies, 
both bilateral and multilateral, in accordance with paragraph 6.c of the Operational Procedures; 

14. Invites relevant international mechanisms, funds and bodies to consider those project 
proposals favourably, and to inform the Secretary of the funding and progress of those projects, as part 
of the  Funding Strategy, for reporting to the Governing Body at its Fourth Session; and 

15. Decides to delegate authority for the execution of the project cycle during the next 
biennium 2010/2011 to the Bureau. 
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Annex 1 

ANNEX 4 OF THE FUNDING STRATEGY 

 

 

INFORMATION AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE FUNDING STRATEGY 

 

Annex 4 sets out the information and reporting requirements under the Funding Strategy of the Treaty, in 
order to facilitate the monitoring of the implementation of the Funding Strategy and the assessment of its 
efficacy by the Governing Body.  

The relevant information is to be compiled by the Secretariat. The pertinent elements of the reports to the 
Governing Body will also be made available through the website of the Treaty. 

 

I. Periodicity of information and reporting 

Information and reporting to the Governing Body will normally be provided every two years, or 
according to the periodicity of the regular sessions of the Governing Body. Reporting periods will 
normally cover the preceding two full calendar years before meetings of the Governing Body. 

 

II. Information and reporting on resources under the direct control of the Governing Body 

The information and reporting on resources under the direct control of the Governing Body will be 
provided by the Secretariat and will include: 
 
 General overview on and status of funds received and disbursed under the benefit-sharing 

fund6, according to: priorities established under Annex 1 of the Funding Strategy; beneficiaries 
by stakeholder groups and geographic area; and crops addressed; and other relevant criteria; in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, and, as soon as these have been 
adopted by FAO, in accordance with the International Public Sector Accounting Standards. 

 
 Detailed data on and breakdown of funds received to the benefit-sharing fund, including 

information on individual contributors, corresponding amounts received, provenance of funds 
by contributors category and regional distribution; 

 
 Synoptic information on projects funded from the benefit-sharing fund, including project 

description and status, and reflecting the information generated under the project reporting and 
monitoring as foreseen in the project cycle in Annex 3 of the Funding Strategy; 

 
 Assessment and evaluation of the sustainable effects and impacts of the use of resources under 

the direct control of the Governing Body, according to the independent evaluation procedures 
set out in the project cycle in Annex 3 of the Funding Strategy; 

 
 Assessment and evaluation of the overall operation of the benefit-sharing fund, including the 

receipt, administration and disbursement of funds, and the management of the project cycle; 

                                                      
6 The benefit-sharing fund will include:  

 Mandatory and voluntary contributions pursuant to Article 13.2 of the International Treaty  
 Voluntary contributions from any source to implement the Funding Strategy provided for in Article 18 of the 

International Treaty 

The benefit-sharing fund will be administered through the Trust Account referred to in Article 19.3 (f) of the International 
Treaty. 
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 Emerging issues and possible measures that might be considered by the Governing Body to 

improve the operations of the Funding Strategy regarding resources under the direct control of 
the Governing Body. 

 
III. Information and reporting on resources not under the direct control of the Governing Body 

The information and reporting on resources not under the direct control of the Governing Body 
provided by Contracting Parties, non-Contracting Parties, international organisations with which the 
Governing Body has entered into agreements, and relevant international mechanisms, funds and 
bodies, will be compiled by the Secretariat. 
 

1) Information and reporting provided according to standard formats by Contracting Parties 
and non-Contracting Parties will include: 

 
 Reporting on the results of measures taken within the Governing Bodies of 

relevant international mechanisms, funds and bodies, to ensure due priority and 
attention to the effective allocation of predictable and agreed resources for plans 
and programmes relevant for the implementation of the Treaty; 

 
 Reporting on the results of actions taken to promote voluntary contributions from 

sources within their country for plans and programmes relevant for the 
implementation of the Treaty; 

 
 Information on bilateral funding and assistance provided relevant to the Funding 

Strategy from sources within their country; 
 
 Information on national activities, plans and programmes for building capacity in 

plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and for the conservation and 
sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. 

 
2) Information and reporting provided by international organisations with which the 

Governing Body has entered into agreements will include: 
 

 Reporting on resources provided and activities undertaken in support of the 
implementation of the Treaty. 

 
3) Information and reporting provided by relevant international mechanisms, funds and bodies 

will include:  
 

 Information on their mandates, priorities, eligibility criteria, procedures and 
availability of resources relevant to the support of actions for the implementation 
of the Treaty. 
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Annex 2: Terms of Reference for the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding Strategy 

 

1. The Committee will comprise up to two members nominated by each Region. Two Co-chairs, 
one from a developing and one from a developed country Contracting Party, will be elected from the 
members of the Committee. 

2. The Committee will hold two meetings. 

3. The Committee will carry out the following tasks: 

 Advise the Bureau and the Secretary on resource mobilization efforts, including on 
innovative approaches; 

 Advise the Bureau and the Secretary on the operation of the Benefit-sharing Fund, 
including on the disbursement and reporting procedures; 

 Address remaining issues within the full remit of the Funding Strategy, i.e. not only the 
Benefit-sharing Fund but also other elements of the Funding Strategy, in particular 
resources not under the direct control of the Governing Body; 

 Advise on the monitoring of the implementation of the overall Funding Strategy and on 
the assessment of its efficacy;  

 Report on the progress of its work to the Bureau and present the result of its work in the 
Fourth Session of the Governing Body. 
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APPENDIX A.4 

RESOLUTION 4/2009 

THE MULTILATERAL SYSTEM OF ACCESS AND BENEFIT-SHARING 

 

 

THE GOVERNING BODY, 

 

Convinced of the crucial importance for the International Treaty of bringing the Multilateral System of 
Access and Benefit-sharing into full and effective operation; 

Convinced of the need to address the various elements of the Multilateral System as an integrated 
whole; 

Recalling that, in Article 11.3 of the International Treaty, Contracting Parties agreed to take 
appropriate measures to encourage natural and legal persons within their jurisdictions who hold plant 
genetic resources for food and agriculture listed in Annex 1 to include such plant genetic resources for 
food and agriculture in the Multilateral System; 

Recalling that Article 11.4 of the Treaty provided that, within two years of the entry into force of the 
International Treaty, the Governing Body should assess the progress in including these plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture in the Multilateral System, and that, following this assessment, the 
Governing Body should decide whether access shall continue to be facilitated to those natural and 
legal persons that have not included their plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in the 
Multilateral System, or take such other measures as it deems appropriate; 

Noting further that, at its Second Session, it had decided to postpone its assessment of progress in 
including these plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in the Multilateral System until this 
Third Session; 

Convinced of the crucial importance for the International Treaty of the Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement, as the instrument for the facilitated exchange of plant genetic resources for food and 
agriculture, and the source of monetary benefit-sharing; 

Concerned that little information is as yet available on the implementation and operation of the 
Standard Material Transfer Agreement; 

 

PART I.  IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MULTILATERAL SYSTEM 

1. Stresses the importance of documenting the plant genetic resources for food and agriculture 
within the Multilateral System, so that they may be accessed for the purpose of utilization and 
conservation for research, breeding and training for food and agriculture using the FAO/IPGRI 
Multicrop Passport Descriptor List. 

2. Welcomes the efforts underway to coordinate and improve information systems documenting 
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, based on existing information systems, which should 
build the basis of the Global Information System, foreseen in Article 17, consistent with Article 12.3b, 
of the International Treaty;  
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3. Stresses the importance of assisting developing countries in this process bilaterally, or through 
existing multilateral frameworks, such as the Joint FAO/International Treaty Secretariat/Bioversity 
International Capacity-building Programme.  

4. Requests all Contracting Parties to report on their plant genetic resources for food and 
agriculture that are in the Multilateral System, in accordance with Article 11.2 of the International 
Treaty, and, according to national capacities, to take measures to make information on these resources 
available to potential users of the Multilateral System; 

5. Requests the Secretary to prepare a comprehensive report to its Fourth Session on the status of 
non-monetary and monetary benefit-sharing, as provided for in Articles 13.2a, b, c and d of the 
International Treaty, and for this purpose to request information from Contracting Parties, 
international institutions having signed agreements under Article 15, and private sector entities;  

6. Decides to again review the implementation of the Multilateral System at its Fourth Session;  

 

PART II.  INCLUSION OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCE FOR FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE IN THE MULTILATERAL SYSTEM BY NATURAL AND LEGAL 

PERSONS WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF CONTRACTING PARTIES 

7. Expresses its concern that information on the inclusion of plant genetic resource for food and 
agriculture in the Multilateral System by natural and legal persons within the jurisdiction of 
Contracting Parties on which to base its assessment of the progress in including these plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture in the Multilateral System, is not yet available; 

8. Reiterates the urgency of obtaining the appropriate information it needs to assess progress in 
the inclusion in the Multilateral System of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture held by 
natural and legal persons within the jurisdictions of Contracting Parties. Such information should 
comprise: 

 The holders of the collections; 

 The crops included; 

 The total number of accessions; 

9. Encourages Contracting Parties, as appropriate, in reporting on their plant genetic resources 
for food and agriculture in the Multilateral System, to provide information on the collections of legal 
persons not part of the government, whom they regard as forming part of their national plant genetic 
resources systems and who are willing to make such information available. 

10. Further invites all Contracting Parties to include in their reports on the plant genetic resources 
for food and agriculture in the Multilateral System information on the appropriate measures that they 
are taking, in accordance with Article 11.3 of the Treaty, to encourage natural and legal persons within 
their jurisdictions to include plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in the Multilateral 
System, according to national capacities;  

11. Decides to postpone the assessment provided for in Article 11.4 of the Treaty until its Fourth 
Session, because of the current lack of information; 
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PART III.  IMPLEMENTATION AND OPERATION OF  
THE STANDARD MATERIAL TRANSFER AGREEMENT 

12. Requests all Contracting Parties to take the policy, legal and administrative measures 
necessary for their national plant genetic resource systems, and natural and legal persons within their 
jurisdictions, to be able to use the Standard Material Transfer Agreement to provide facilitated access 
to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture; 

13. Stresses the importance of assisting developing countries in this process; 

14. Urges developed country Contracting Parties to provide appropriate assistance to developing 
countries, bilaterally, or through established multilateral frameworks for:  

 capacity-building;  

 awareness-raising;  

 promotion of the exchange of experiences among those responsible for 
 implementing the Standard Material Transfer Agreement at national level;  

 electronic management of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement and 
 related reporting. 

15. Requests the Secretary to give priority to assisting users of the Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement to overcome any implementation problems such as those identified at the First Meeting of 
Experts on the Standard Material Transfer Agreement, including, subject to the availability of funds, 
through the convening of an Ad Hoc Advisory Technical Committee on the Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement and the Multilateral System, taking into account regional representation, according to the 
terms of reference as contained in the Annex to this Resolution. 

16. Decides to again review the level of payments, with a view to achieving fair and equitable 
sharing of benefits, at its Fourth Session; 

17. Decides to postpone the review of whether the mandatory payment requirement shall also 
apply in cases where commercialized products are available without restriction to others for further 
research and breeding to its Fourth Session; 

18. Welcomes the decision of Norway to make an additional annual payment of 0.1% of the value 
of all seeds sold in its territory; 

19. Appeals to other Contracting Parties to take similar decisions, with the aim of providing the 
International Treaty’s Benefit-sharing Fund with substantial and reliable resources; 

20. Welcomes the decision of those Recipients who have already opted for the crop-based 
modality of payment under Article 6.11 of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement, and encourages 
others to follow their example;  

21. Recalls that Recipients opting for the crop-based payment modality under Article 6.11 of the 
Standard Material Transfer Agreement, by submitting Annex 4 to the Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement, duly signed, should at the same time specify to which crop it applies; where the recipient 
has disclosed information to the provider before acceptance of the SMTA on the payment modality to 
be chosen, the provider should issue a separate SMTA for material to which the payment modality 
under Article 6.11 will apply. The instructions contained in explanatory notes about the SMTA should 
be amended accordingly; 

22. Decides that payments due under the Standard Material Transfer Agreement should be made 
in US dollars, calculated at the market rate in effect on the day that the payment is made. 
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PART IV. FOLLOW-UP BY THE SECRETARIAT 

23. Stresses the importance of adequate information being provided to the Secretary by January 
2011, so that a full report may be prepared for its Fourth Session; 
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Annex  

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR  
THE AD HOC ADVISORY TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON THE STANDARD MATERIAL 

TRANSFER AGREEMENT AND THE MULTILATERAL SYSTEM 

 

1. The Ad Hoc Advisory Technical Committee will advise the Secretary on implementation 
questions raised by users of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement, which the Secretary brings to 
their attention on the basis of questions addressed and forwarded to the Secretary by Contracting 
Parties, international centres having signed agreements with the Governing Body under Article 15 of 
the Treaty and other users of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement. The Ad Hoc Advisory 
Technical Committee shall take into account implementation problems such as those identified at the 
First Meeting of Experts on the Standard Material Transfer Agreement. 

2. The Ad Hoc Advisory Technical Committee will comprise up to two members designated by 
each Region and up to five technical experts, including representatives of the CGIAR. In inviting these 
technical experts to a meeting of the Ad Hoc Advisory Technical Committee, the Secretary will have 
regard of the specific nature of the questions brought to his notice and the expertise needed to address 
these. Experts will be identified with due attention to the knowledge and skills required, understanding 
of the International Treaty and its Multilateral System, impartiality, and geographical balance. There 
will be two Co-Chairs, one from a developing country and one from a developed country Contracting 
Party, who will be elected from the members of the Ad Hoc Advisory Technical Committee. 

3. The Ad Hoc Advisory Technical Committee will hold up to two meetings subject to the 
availability of funds. 

4. The Ad Hoc Advisory Technical Committee will prepare a report at the end of a meeting, with 
responses to matters brought to its attention, and, where necessary, opinions on specific questions. 
These reports will be made available as information documents to the Fourth Session of the Governing 
Body. Where necessary, the Ad Hoc Advisory Technical Committee should discuss and consider 
questions regarding the Standard Material Transfer Agreement and the Multilateral System that may 
need to be brought to the attention of the Governing Body through the Secretary. 

5. The Ad Hoc Advisory Technical Committee will report on the progress to the Secretary who 
will in turn report on this progress to the Fourth Session of the Governing Body. 
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APPENDIX A.5 

RESOLUTION 5/2009 

PROCEDURES FOR THE THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARY 

 

 

THE GOVERNING BODY, 

 

Recalling that the objectives of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture are the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture 
and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their use, in harmony with the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, for sustainable agriculture and food security; 

Recalling, that Part IV of the Treaty establishes a Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing, 
which is efficient, effective, and transparent, both to facilitate access to plant genetic resources for 
food and agriculture, and to share, in a fair and equitable way, the benefits arising from the utilization 
of these resources, on a complementary and mutually reinforcing basis; 

Recalling that under Article 12.4 of the Treaty, facilitated access to the Multilateral System shall be 
provided pursuant to a Standard Material Transfer Agreement adopted by the Governing Body at its 
First Session; 

Recalling that under Article 13.2 of the Treaty, benefits arising from the use, including commercial, of 
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture under the Multilateral System shall be shared fairly 
and equitably through the mechanisms specified under that Article; 

Noting that the Governing Body, at its First Session, had invited the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (‘FAO’), as the Third Party Beneficiary, to carry out the roles and 
responsibilities as identified and prescribed in the Standard Material Transfer Agreement, under the 
direction of the Governing Body, in accordance with procedures to be established at this Third 
Session; 

Noting also that, in December 2006, the Director-General of FAO informed Contracting Parties to the 
Treaty of his agreement in principle for FAO to act as the Third Party Beneficiary foreseen in the 
Standard Material Transfer Agreement and that this agreement in principle was subject to formal 
approval, upon review of the procedures to be established by the Governing Body defining the roles 
and responsibilities of the Third Party Beneficiary; 

Recognizing that the Third Party Beneficiary will require adequate financial and other resources and 
that FAO acting as Third Party Beneficiary shall not incur any liabilities in excess of the funds 
available in the Third Party Beneficiary Operational Reserve; 

Noting further that the Ad Hoc Third Party Beneficiary Committee has prepared draft Third Party 
Beneficiary Procedures for the consideration of the Governing Body at this Session in accordance with 
its decision at the Second Session;  

Thanking the Mediation and Arbitration Centre of the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO), the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL), and the 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), for their excellent technical advice to the Secretariat, and 
welcoming the offer of the WIPO Mediation and Arbitration Centre to provide additional technical 
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advice and support to the Treaty, in particular in the development of the operational guidelines for the 
commencement and management of amicable dispute resolution and mediation proceedings; 
 

1. Adopts these Procedures for the Operation of the Third Party Beneficiary (‘Third Party 
Beneficiary Procedures’), as in Annex 1 to this Resolution; 

2. Thanks the Director-General of FAO for having agreed in principle that FAO shall act as the 
Third Party Beneficiary, and requests him to bring these procedures to the attention of the relevant 
bodies of FAO, for formal approval; 

3. Requests the Secretary of the International Treaty to establish the “Third Party Beneficiary 
Operational Reserve”, for the purpose of defraying costs and expenses that may be incurred by the 
Third Party Beneficiary in the fulfilment of its roles and responsibilities under the Third Party 
Beneficiary Procedures; 

4. Incorporates the Third Party Beneficiary Operational Reserve into the Core Administrative 
Budget and, for this purpose, amends the Financial Rules of the Treaty as given in Appendix B to this 
Report;  

5. Calls upon Contracting Parties, States that are not Contracting Parties, intergovernmental 
organizations, non-governmental organizations and other entities to contribute periodically, as 
necessary, to the Third Party Beneficiary Operational Reserve, in order to maintain it at a level 
commensurate with the needs; 

6. Authorizes the Secretary of the International Treaty, subject to the availability of financial 
resources, to draw upon the Third Party Beneficiary Operational Reserve, in order to implement, as 
appropriate, the Third Party Beneficiary Procedures; 

7. Requests  the Secretary of the International Treaty to provide, at each session of the 
Governing Body, a report in accordance with Article 9 of the Third Party Beneficiary Procedures;  

8. Requests the Secretary of the International Treaty to develop operational guidelines for the 
commencement and management of amicable dispute resolution and mediation proceedings under the 
Third Party Beneficiary Procedures in order to promote the effective functioning of the Third Party 
Beneficiary, which shall include appropriate cost containment measures. In developing the operational 
guidelines, the Secretary shall seek, as appropriate, technical support from relevant organizations, such 
as the WIPO Mediation and Arbitration Centre, and other relevant international organizations; 

9. Decides that the current Ad Hoc Third Party Beneficiary Committee will reconvene in order to 
review and finalize the operational guidelines on the basis of a draft text prepared by the Secretary of 
the International Treaty in close cooperation with the FAO Legal Office, for adoption by the 
Governing Body at its Fourth Session;  

10. Decides to establish a list of experts from which the parties to a Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement may appoint mediators and arbitrators in accordance with the Third Party Beneficiary 
Procedures; and 

11. Requests the Secretary of the International Treaty to invite Contracting Parties to provide 
names of experts to be placed on the list in accordance with the criteria of expertise contained in 
Annex 2 to the Third Party Beneficiary Procedures; 

12. Requests the Secretary of the International Treaty to establish a mechanism on the Treaty’s 
website, where the nomination form for inclusion in the list of experts could be obtained, and invite 
nominations through the website; 
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13. Stresses the importance of having adequate regional representation and gender balance, in the 
placement of experts on the list; 

14. Decides that the parties to the Standard Material Transfer Agreement shall provide to the 
Governing Body and Third Party Beneficiary, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 
Standard Material Transfer Agreement  and in order for the Third Party Beneficiary to be able to 
effectively carry out its roles and responsibilities, the information contained in Parts III and IV of 
Annex 2 to the Third Party Beneficiary Procedures; 

15. Accordingly decides that the information required in accordance with Article 5e of the 
Standard Material Transfer Agreement  shall be provided  according to the following schedule; at least 
once every two calendar years or within an interval that shall be, from time to time, decided by the 
Governing Body; 

16. Stresses the importance of the Provider and the Recipient fulfilling their reporting obligations 
as foreseen in the Standard Material Transfer Agreement of the Treaty;    

17. Requests the Secretary to develop, in consultation with relevant organizations, appropriate and 
cost-effective processes to facilitate the submission, collection and storage of such information in the 
implementation of Article 4.1 of the Third Party Beneficiary Procedures. In so doing, the Secretary 
shall apply adequate measures to ensure the integrity of information and, where required, 
confidentiality of the information so provided. 
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Annex  

 
 

PROCEDURES FOR THE OPERATION OF THE THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARY 
(‘THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARY PROCEDURES’) 

 
 

Article 1 
Designation of Third Party Beneficiary 

 
1. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (‘FAO’) shall act as Third Party 
Beneficiary of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement under the direction of the Governing Body.  
 
2. FAO will administer its roles and responsibilities under these Procedures in accordance with 
the Basic Texts of FAO and in particular FAO’s Financial Regulations, Rules and directives of its 
Governing Bodies. 
 
3. Nothing in these Procedures shall be deemed a waiver of FAO’s privileges and immunities. 

 
Article 2 

Scope 
 
These Procedures apply to the Third Party Beneficiary, when carrying out its roles and responsibilities 
as identified and prescribed in the Standard Material Transfer Agreement referred to in Article 12.4 of 
the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, under the direction of 
the Governing Body. 
 

Article 3 
Principles 

 
1. The Third Party Beneficiary shall act on behalf of the Governing Body of the International 
Treaty and its Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sahring, as foreseen in the Standard Material 
Transfer Agreement. 
 
2. The Third Party Beneficiary shall perform its roles and responsibilities effectively, in a 
transparent, cost-effective, expeditious and, to the extent possible, in a non-adversarial manner. 
 

Article 4 
Information 

 
1. The Governing Body shall make available to the Third Party Beneficiary the information 
provided to it, in accordance with the provisions of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement. 
 
2. The Third Party Beneficiary may receive information on possible non-compliance with the 
obligations of the provider and recipient under a Standard Material Transfer Agreement from the 
parties under the Standard Material Transfer Agreement or any other natural or legal persons. The 
information shall only be used for the purposes of initiating dispute settlement procedures under the 
Standard Material Transfer Agreement. 
 
3. The Third Party Beneficiary has the right to request that the appropriate information, including 
samples as necessary, be made available by the parties, regarding their obligations in accordance with 
Article 8.3 of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement. 
 
4. Except as may be required in the settlement of disputes and for the purposes specified in 
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Article 9 of these Procedures, and unless otherwise agreed by the parties to the Standard Material 
Transfer Agreement, information received by the Third Party Beneficiary shall be treated as 
confidential.  
 

Article 5 
Amicable dispute settlement 

 
1. Where the Third Party Beneficiary has received information on possible non-compliance with 
the obligations of the parties under a Standard Material Transfer Agreement, it may request 
information in accordance with Article 8.3 of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement. 
 
2. If the Third Party Beneficiary has reason to believe that obligations under a Standard Material 
Transfer Agreement may not have been complied with, it shall attempt in good faith to resolve the 
dispute by negotiation in accordance with Article 8.4a of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement 
and, in doing so, will send in writing to the parties to the Standard Material Transfer Agreement:  
 
 (a)  a summary of the relevant provisions of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement which 
may not have been complied with, and other relevant information (‘summary of information’);  
 
 (b)  a notice requesting the party that may not have complied with the Standard Material 
Transfer Agreement or the parties to the Standard Material Transfer Agreement to attempt, in good 
faith, to resolve the dispute not later than six months after the issuance of the summary of information 
and the notice. 
 

Article 6 
Mediation 

 
1. If the dispute cannot be resolved by negotiation within six months after the issuance of the 
summary of information and the notice referred to in Article 5, paragraph 2 above, or any shorter 
period of time agreed on by the parties to the dispute, the Third Party Beneficiary shall commence or 
encourage the parties to the Standard Material Transfer Agreement to commence mediation 
proceedings through a neutral third party mediator, to be mutually agreed in accordance with Article 
8.4b of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement.  
 
2. The Third Party Beneficiary may propose as neutral third party mediator an expert from the 
list established by the Governing Body in accordance with Article 8.4c of the Standard Material 
Transfer Agreement. 

 
Article 7 

Arbitration 
 
1. If a dispute has not been resolved by mediation within six months of the commencement of 
the mediation or any shorter period of time agreed on by the parties to the dispute, or if it otherwise 
appears that the dispute cannot be resolved within twelve months after the issuance of the summary of 
information and the notice referred to in Article 5, paragraph 2 above, the Third Party Beneficiary may 
submit the dispute for arbitration in accordance with Article 8.4c of the Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement. 
 
2. The Third Party Beneficiary may propose as arbitrator an expert from the list established by 
the Governing Body in accordance with Article 8.4c of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement. 
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Article 8 
Expenditure 

 
1. The Secretary of the Governing Body shall, as necessary, draw upon the Third Party 
Beneficiary Operational Reserve to cover all costs and expenses incurred by the Third Party 
Beneficiary in carrying out its roles and responsibilities in accordance with these Procedures, provided 
that FAO, acting as the Third Party Beneficiary, shall not incur any liabilities in excess of the funds 
available in the Third Party Beneficiary Operational Reserve. 
 
2. Before initiating mediation and arbitration in accordance with Articles 6 and 7 above, the 
Secretary shall assess the adequacy of funds available within the Third Party Beneficiary Operational 
Reserve. To this end, the Secretary shall prepare an estimated budget for the dispute settlement in 
question, covering, where relevant, both the current and following biennia.  
 
3. If adequate funds are not available for activities foreseen within the current biennium, the 
Secretary shall inform Contracting Parties of the additional funds required within the current biennium 
and six months of the following biennium, and call for immediate additional voluntary contributions to 
the Third Party Beneficiary Operational Reserve. 
 

Article 9 
Reporting 

 
The Third Party Beneficiary shall submit to the Governing Body, at each of its Regular Sessions, a 
report setting forth: 
 

(a) the number, and a summary, of cases where it received information regarding non-compliance 
with the terms and conditions of a Standard Material Transfer Agreement; 

(b) the number, and a summary, of cases where it initiated dispute settlement; 
(c) the number, and a summary, of disputes settled through amicable dispute settlement, 

mediation or arbitration;  
(d) the number, and a summary, of pending disputes;  
(e) any legal questions that appeared in the context of dispute settlement and that may require the 

attention of the Governing Body; 
(f) the expenditure from the Third Party Beneficiary Operational Reserve; 
(g) any estimate of the needs of the Third Party Beneficiary Operational Reserve in the 

forthcoming biennium; 
(h) any other relevant non-confidential information. 

 
Article 10 

Amendments 
 
These procedures may be amended by a decision of the Governing Body. 
 

Article 11 
Entry into force 

 
These procedures and any amendments thereto shall enter into force upon decision by the Governing 
Body and the approval of the competent bodies of FAO. 
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Annex 2 
 

OPERATIONS OF THE THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARY 

 

Part I. Criteria for the nomination of experts 

a) Highest professional qualities, qualification and expertise in relevant fields; 

b) Reputation for independence, fairness, competence and integrity; 

c) Appropriate language skills; 

d) Expressed willingness to accept the role of mediator, arbitrator or expert in dispute settlement 
in relation to the Treaty’s Multilateral System. 

 

Part II. Procedures for nomination of experts 

a) Contracting Parties are invited to make nominations, at any time. Such persons will 
automatically be included in the list. 

b) Professionals wishing to be included in the list are invited to put themselves forward. The 
Secretary will authorize inclusion in the list. 

c) The Secretary of the International Treaty may invite professionals to put their name forward, 
in particular in order to secure wide geographical representation and gender balance, and 
language proficiency, as well as wide coverage of relevant technical areas, and of relevant 
experience. 

d)  All nominees to the list must meet the criteria of Part I (a)-(d) not withstanding their 
nomination by a Contracting Party, their self-identification or their identification by the 
Secretary. 

 

Part III. Information to be provided to the Governing Body by parties to the SMTA 

For the purpose of carrying out its roles and responsibilities in accordance with the Third Party 
Beneficiary procedures, the Third Party Beneficiary shall need the following information provided by 
the parties to the Standard Material Transfer Agreement (SMTA). 

A. The Provider transmitting a copy of the completed SMTA,  

or 

B. In the event that the Provider does not transmit a copy of the SMTA 

i. ensuring that the completed SMTA is at the disposal of the Third Party Beneficiary as 
and when needed; 

ii. stating where the SMTA in question is stored, and how it may be obtained; and 

iii. providing the following information: 

a) The identifying symbol or number attributed to the SMTA by the Provider; 

b) The name and address of the Provider; 

c) The date on which the Provider agreed to or accepted the Standard Material 
Transfer Agreement, and in the case of shrink-wrap, the date on which the 
shipment was sent;  

d) The name and address of the Recipient, and in the case of a shrink-wrap 
agreement, the name of the person to whom the shipment was made; 
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e) The identification of each accession in Annex I to the SMTA, and of the crop to 
which it belongs. 

iv. The Third Party Beneficiary shall at all times ensure the confidentiality of electronic 
data. This obligation comprises : 

 Industry-standard secured environment encryption during data 
transmission; 

  Secure hosting of the datastore in the UN International Computing 
Centre (UNICC), Geneva; and 

 Encryption of the data, with separate encryption in the datastore of 
Provider and Recipient data, and of accession data. 

Access to the datastore shall be strictly restricted to the Third Party Beneficiary, in the 
context of the possible initiation of dispute settlement. The Third Party Beneficiary 
shall not provide any data to any other person, except to the persons who need to 
know in the context of dispute settlement, and dispute settlement proceedings shall, in 
accordance with normal commercial practice, be confidential.    

C. The Recipient shall: 

a) when transferring material to a subsequent Recipient, it shall do so in accordance 
with Articles 6.4 or 6.5 of the SMTA, as appropriate;  

b) submit to the Governing Body, when appropriate, an annual report, in accordance 
with Annex 2.3 of the SMTA; 

c) in case of opting for the payment modality provided for under Art 6.11h, notify 
the Governing Body; 

d) make available to the Multilateral System non-confidential information. 

 

Part IV. Information to be provided to the Third Party Beneficiary 

When triggered under Article 4.2 of the Third Party Beneficiary Procedures, both parties shall provide 
information stipulated under Article 8.3 of the SMTA. 

Both parties to the SMTA shall provide to the Third Party Beneficiary upon its request appropriate 
information, including samples as may be necessary, regarding their obligations in the context of the 
Material Transfer Agreement in question. 

Except as may be required in the settlement of disputes and for the purposes specified in Article 9 of 
the Third Party Beneficiary Procedures, and unless otherwise agreed by the parties to the SMTA, 
information received by the Third Party Beneficiary shall be treated as confidential. 
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APPENDIX A.6 

RESOLUTION 6/2009 

IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 9, FARMERS’ RIGHTS 

 

 

THE GOVERNING BODY, 

 

Recalling the recognition in the International Treaty of the enormous contribution that local and 
indigenous communities and farmers of all regions of the world have made, and will continue to make, 
for the conservation and development of plant genetic resources as the basis of food and agriculture 
production throughout the world; 

Recalling the importance of fully implementing Article 9 of the International Treaty; 

Recalling also that according to Article 9 of the International Treaty, the responsibility for realizing 
Farmers’ Rights, as they relate to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, rests with national 
governments and is subject to national law; 

Acknowledging that there is uncertainty in many countries as to how Farmers’ Rights can be 
implemented and that the challenges related to the realization of Farmers’ Rights are likely to vary 
from country to country; 

Recognizing that exchange of experiences and mutual assistance between Contracting Parties can 
significantly contribute to making progress in the implementation of the provisions on Farmers’ Rights 
in the International Treaty; 

Recognizing the contribution the Governing Body may give in support of the implementation of 
Farmers’ Rights; 

Recalling Resolution 2/2007 adopted by the Second Session of the Governing Body, in which 
Contracting Parties and relevant organizations were encouraged to submit their views and experiences 
on Farmers' Rights as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty;  

Recalling also that the Governing Body through Resolution 2/2007 decided to consider these views 
and experiences as a basis for an agenda item at its Third Session to promote Farmers' Rights at the 
national level; 

Noting that the number of contributions on views and experiences received by the Secretariat has been 
limited; 

Based on the received views and experiences from Contracting Parties and other organizations;  

 

1. Invites each Contracting Party to consider reviewing and, if necessary, adjusting its national 
measures affecting the realization of Farmers' Rights as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty, 
to protect and promote Farmers' Rights. 

2. Encourages Contracting Parties and other relevant organizations to continue to submit views 
and experiences on the implementation of Farmers’ Rights as set out in Article 9 of the International 
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Treaty, involving, as appropriate, farmers’ organizations and other stakeholders; 

3. Requests the Secretariat to convene regional workshops on Farmers’ Rights, subject to the 
agreed priorities of the Work Programme and Budget and to the availability of financial resources, 
aiming at discussing national experiences on the implementation of Farmers’ Rights as set out in 
Article 9 of the International Treaty, involving, as appropriate, farmers’ organizations and other 
stakeholders; 

4. Requests the Secretariat to collect the views and experiences submitted by Contracting Parties 
and other relevant organizations, and the reports of the regional workshops as a basis for an agenda 
item for consideration by the Governing Body at its Fourth Session, and to disseminate relevant 
information through the website of the International Treaty, where appropriate; and 

5. Appreciates the involvement of farmers’ organizations in its further work, as appropriate, 
according to the Rules of Procedure of the Governing Body. 
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APPENDIX A.7 

RESOLUTION 7/2009 

COOPERATION WITH THE COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE 

 

 

THE GOVERNING BODY, 

 

1. Requests the Secretary to continue to foster close cooperation with the Secretary of the 
Commission in the implementation of the Treaty, especially the Supporting Components and related 
activities; 

2. Requests its Secretariat to continue cooperating with the Secretariat of the Commission ad 
interim on the basis of the Joint Statement pending its adoption by the Commission; 

3. Encourages a close cooperation between the Commission and the Governing Body that may 
gradually lead to an agreed functional division of tasks and activities between the Commission and the 
Governing Body within the terms of the Treaty;  

4. Recalls Article 19.9 of the Treaty and the decision of the Commission at its Eleventh Regular 
Session requesting its Secretariat to organise sessions of the Commission, as far as practical, back-to-
back with those of the Governing Body of the International Treaty; and requests the Secretary to 
explore with the Secretary of the Commission, the feasibility and modalities of holding the Fourth 
Session of the Governing Body back-to-back with the 13th Regular Session of the Commission, and 
any other future sessions of both bodies, and invite the Commission to direct its Secretariat 
accordingly; 

5. Encourages the Bureaus of the Governing Body and the Commission, whenever possible, to 
hold joint meetings to coordinate the agendas of both bodies, as appropriate. 

 

The State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

6. Welcomes the preparation of the draft updated State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture and looks forward to its finalization; 

7. Invites Contracting Parties to continue to actively participate in the process for the finalization 
of the updated State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, including, in 
particular, by providing any necessary additional information to FAO and comments on the draft 
prepared by FAO; 

8. Notes that the Fourth Session of the Commission’s Intergovernmental Technical Working 
Group on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture will review the first draft of the updated 
State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture; 

9. Invites the Commission to include in future revisions or updates of The State of the World’s 
on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture information on the implementation of the 
provisions of the Treaty, in particular, Articles 5, 6 and 9 of the Treaty, and coordinate, as appropriate 
with the Governing Body; 
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Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture 

10. Notes the need to ensure close collaboration between the Commission and the Governing 
Body with regard to the Global Plan of Action, recognises that the Governing Body has used the 
Global Plan of Action as a basis for priority-setting for the Benefit-sharing Fund and invites the 
Commission, in the revision of the Global Plan of Action, to take into account specific issues of 
relevance to the Treaty and to adequately reflect the provisions of the Treaty in the Global Plan of 
Action; 

11. Invites the Bureaus of the two Bodies to hold a joint meeting to review the first draft updated 
Global Plan of Action; 

12. Invites Contracting Parties to participate actively in the process for the updating of the Global 
Plan of Action, in particular, by providing any necessary information to FAO and comments on any 
draft prepared by FAO; 

13. Requests Contracting Parties that are also Members of the Commission, in their discussions of 
the revision of the Global Plan of Action under the Commission, to ensure that issues of relevance to 
the Treaty and its implementation are adequately taken into account; 

14. Requests the Secretary to continue coordinating with the Secretary of the Commission and 
FAO in the processes related to the updating of the Global Plan of Action. 

 

International Plant Genetic Resources Networks 

15. Recognizes the important role that International Plant Genetic Resources Networks can play in 
the implementation of the Treaty and decisions of the Governing Body; 

16. Requests Contracting Parties to continue supporting the functioning of effective networks, and 
strengthening of collaboration among networks; 

17. Invites relevant International Plant Genetic Resources Networks to continue to be involved in 
the implementation of the Treaty and all relevant processes; 

18. Requests the Secretary to coordinate with the Secretary of the Commission to ensure that their 
respective activities in collaboration with the relevant networks maintain coherence and efficiency, 
and do not duplicate each other; 

19. Further requests the Secretary to cooperate with the Secretary of the Commission in 
facilitating the involvement of International Plant Genetic Resources Networks, when necessary or 
relevant in the implementation of the Treaty, including through joint activities and programmes, 
technical support and capacity building. 

 

Genebank Standards 

20. Invites the Commission to commence and coordinate the process for the revision of the 
Genebank Standards, in collaboration with competent institutes, including the International 
Agricultural Research Centres of the CGIAR, the Global Crop Diversity Trust and other relevant 
organizations, taking into account relevant ongoing work and initiatives; 

21. Requests its Bureau to coordinate with the Bureau of the Commission the agendas of the 
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respective bodies for the purpose of discussing modalities for such revision and the ways and means 
for input of the Governing Body in the process. 

 

The Global Information System on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

22. Requests the Secretary to continue to collaborate with FAO and other relevant stakeholders on 
information technologies to facilitate their contribution to the continuous development of the global 
information system in the context of Article 17 of the Treaty, in order to promote greater access to 
relevant information and information systems by Contracting Parties and other relevant stakeholders, 
and requests the Secretariat to develop a vision paper to be presented to the Fourth Session of the 
Governing Body to take stock of existing information systems and to outline a process for the 
development of this global information system. 

 

Other policy issues related to the specificity of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture or 
their uses 

23. Notes the major outputs and milestones that the Commission has adopted in the context of its 
Multi-year Programme of Work, including its decision to consider access and benefit-sharing issues at 
its Twelfth Regular Session; 

24. Invites the Commission, in the context of its Multi-year Programme of Work, to collaborate 
with the Governing Body so that issues related to the access and benefit-sharing in plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture may be dealt with in an integrated and harmonious manner, in order 
to ensure policy coherence, promote synergies and avoid duplication of efforts; 

25. Re-affirms its willingness to continue cooperating with the Commission in matters of 
common interest, especially in the context of its Multi-year Programme of Work, in order to ensure 
that the distinctive features and problems of the plant genetic resources sector in general are duly 
addressed; 

26. Requests its Bureau to coordinate the agendas of the Commission and the Governing Body for 
the purpose, inter alia, of initiating, as appropriate, processes for consultations on the relevant issues 
related to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. 

 

Funding Strategy 

27. Invites the Commission to continue monitoring progress made to develop the Facilitating 
Mechanism as necessary, and encourages Contracting Parties to take full advantage of the information 
made available through the Facilitating Mechanism; 

28. Requests the Secretary to coordinate with the Secretary of the Commission to ensure that their 
respective activities of relevance to the Funding Strategy maintain coherence and efficiency, and avoid 
duplication of efforts; 

29. Notes the development of the Funding Strategy for the Global Plan of Action for Animal 
Genetic Resources by the Commission, and requests the Secretary to coordinate with the Secretary of 
the Commission, as appropriate, in order to maximize any synergies that may be available in the 
relevant practical aspects of the implementation of both Funding Strategies. 

 

FAO Reform 

30. Invites coordination of the Secretariats of the Commission and the Governing Body as well as 
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between the Commission and the Governing Body to ensure that adequate attention is given to genetic 
resources issues, and that genetic resources issues are appropriately integrated into the FAO Regular 
Programme, Mid-Term Plan and Strategic Framework. 
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APPENDIX A.8 

RESOLUTION 8/2009 

COOPERATION WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, INCLUDING 
AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE GOVERNING BODY AND THE INTERNATIONAL 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CENTERS OF THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP ON 
INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND OTHER RELEVANT 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

 

 

THE GOVERNING BODY, 

 

Recognizing the importance of the cooperation between the Secretary of the International Treaty and 
other organizations in accordance with the Treaty and the guidance of the Governing Body; 

Welcoming the strategy of technical cooperation with relevant international institutions and entities 
which the Secretariat of the International Treaty has employed to facilitate the implementation of the 
Treaty and recognizing that the maintenance of such partnerships constitutes a major workload and 
expenditure of effort by the Secretariat; 

Acknowledging the ongoing fruitful collaboration between the International Treaty and, in particular, 
the Convention on Biological Diversity, the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of 
Plants, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the World Health 
Organization, the World Intellectual Property Organization, and the World Trade Organization; 

Recalling the invitation made by the eight Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity to the Secretariat of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture to join the Liaison Group of Biodiversity-related Conventions; 

Stressing the need to exchange information and coordinate capacity building initiatives for 
implementation of the Treaty by relevant organizations and institutions; 

Welcoming the progress made within the Joint Capacity Building Programme for Developing 
Countries set up by the International Treaty, FAO and Bioversity International to provide technical 
assistance with implementation of the Treaty and in particular its Multilateral System of Access and 
Benefit-sharing by developing countries; 

Recognizing the need to expand the duration of the Joint Capacity Building Programme to the full 
biennium 2010-2011 and the number of countries that receive assistance by voluntary contributions to 
the Special Funds for agreed purposes; 

 

1. Requests the Secretary to continue enhancing the collaboration with other international 
organizations, especially the Convention on Biological Diversity in regard to the conservation and 
sustainable use of agricultural biological diversity, access to plant genetic resources and benefit-
sharing; stressing the importance of collaboration during forthcoming negotiations on the International 
Regime on Access and Benefit-sharing which are to be completed at the earliest possible time  before 
the 10th Meeting of the Conference of Parties in 2010 in Japan; 

2. Requests the Secretary to continue participating in relevant meetings of the World Intellectual 
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Property Organization, the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants and the 
World Health Organization; 

3. Requests the Secretary to continue overseeing the Joint Capacity Building Programme for 
Developing Countries set up by the International Treaty, FAO and Bioversity International to provide 
technical assistance with implementation of the Treaty and in particular its Multilateral System of 
Access and Benefit-sharing as well as invites on a voluntary basis additional funding and partners for 
its expansion;  

4. Requests the Secretary to convene, in accordance with the terms of references appended to 
this Resolution, the second and third meetings of the Capacity Building Coordination Mechanism to 
exchange information and coordinate capacity building initiatives for implementation of the Treaty by 
relevant organizations and institutions as well as indicate areas where further guidance from the 
Governing Body may be required based on experiences and lessons learned; 

5. Requests the Secretary to facilitate cooperation for the development and strengthening of a 
global information system for the exchange of information, based on existing information systems, on 
scientific, technical and environmental matters related to plant genetic resources for food and 
agriculture as envisaged in Article 17 of the Treaty and in accordance with the Conclusions of the 
Second Technical Consultation on Information Technology Support for the Implementation of the 
Multilateral System; 

6. Requests the Secretariat to foster cooperation with other organizations and strengthen existing 
cooperative arrangements with a view to developing synergies and reducing inefficiencies in a manner 
consistent with their respective mandates, governance arrangements and agreed programs, based on 
available resources;  

7. Requests the Secretary to report to the Governing Body at its Fourth Session on relevant 
activities undertaken by the Secretary to maintain, strengthen and extend the partnerships, synergies 
and cooperation with other organizations. 
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Annex  

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE SECOND AND THIRD MEETINGS OF THE 
CAPACITY BUILDING COORDINATION MECHANISM 

 

Background 

The Capacity Building Coordination Mechanism (CBCM) is a platform of providers of capacity 
building. This platform serves organizations and institutions involved in capacity building activities 
for the implementation of the Treaty as a central point for information exchange and coordination on 
capacity building initiatives. 

The platform includes the actual providers of capacity building for the implementation of the Treaty, 
i.e. staff from international and regional organizations, non-governmental organizations, bilateral 
development aid agencies, private foundations as well as other stakeholders in capacity building for 
implementation of the Treaty. 

 

Scope and objectives of the CBCM meetings 

Based on information gathered by the Secretariat on ongoing capacity building initiatives of relevance 
to Treaty implementation and Contracting Parties’ needs and priorities for capacity building, the 
CBCM shall: 

1. Facilitate the channelling of capacity building needs and priorities, as expressed by developing 
countries that are Contracting Parties to the Treaty, to capacity building providers; 

2. Conduct a review of recent and ongoing capacity building projects and programmes 
undertaken by national, regional and international organizations and institutions; 

3. Identify gaps in the geographic and thematic coverage of capacity building initiatives; 

4. Identify best practices and refine appropriate methodologies for the coordination of capacity 
building activities for Treaty implementation; and 

5. Report to the Fourth Session of the Governing Body on its activities and indicate areas where 
guidance from the Governing Body may be required. 
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APPENDIX B31 

FINANCIAL RULES 

 

 
Rule I 

Applicability 
 

1.1 These rules shall govern the financial administration of the Treaty. 
 
1.2 The Financial Regulations of the FAO shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to all matters not 
specifically dealt with under the Treaty or the present Rules. 
 
 

Rule II 
The Financial Period 

 
The financial period shall be two calendar years, coinciding with the financial period of FAO. 

 
 

Rule III 
The Budget 

 
3.1 The Budget shall cover income and expenditures for the financial period to which it relates, 
and shall be presented in United States dollars. 
 
3.2 The Budget shall include the programme of work for the financial period, and such 
information, annexes or explanatory statements as may be requested by the Governing Body. 
 
3.3 The Budget shall comprise the following parts:  
 

a) The Core Administrative Budget, relating to: 
 

 the amount provided for the Treaty in the Regular Programme of Work and Budget 
of the FAO under Rule V.1a;  

 the voluntary contributions of Contracting Parties under Rule V.1b;  
 the voluntary contributions of States that are not Contracting Parties, of inter-

governmental organizations, of non-governmental organizations and other entities, 
under Rule V.1c; and 

 funds carried over under Rule V.1h, and miscellaneous income, including interest 
derived from the investment of funds held in trust under Rule V.1i. 

 
b) Special Funds, relating to additional voluntary contributions by Contracting Parties, and 

voluntary contributions by States that are not Contracting Parties, by inter-governmental 
organizations, by non-governmental organizations and other entities: 

 
 for agreed purposes, under Rules V.1d and e;  
 to support the participation of representatives of developing country Contracting 

                                                      
31 The changes adopted by the Third Session of the Governing Body to the Financial Rules deal with the incorporation of the 
Third Party Beneficiary Operational Reserve into the Core Administrative Budget.] 
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Parties and of Contracting Parties with economies in transition in the Governing 
Body and its subsidiary bodies, under Rules V.1f and V.1g. 

 
3.4 The draft Budget shall be prepared by the Secretary and shall be circulated to Contracting 
Parties not less than six weeks before a regular session of the Governing Body. 
 
3.5 The Core Administrative Budget for the financial period shall provide for Administrative 
Expenditures under the Treaty including expenses of the Secretariat. 
 
3.6 The Secretary may make transfers within each of the main appropriation lines of the approved 
Core Administrative Budget. The Secretary may also make transfers between such appropriation lines 
up to limits that the Governing Body may set as appropriate. 

 
 

Rule IV 
Appropriations 

 
4.1 After the Core Administrative Budget has been adopted, the appropriations therein shall, 
subject to Rule III.6, constitute the authority for the Secretary to incur obligations and make payments 
for the purposes for which the appropriations were voted and up to the amounts so voted, provided that 
commitments shall be covered by related contributions received or funds available in the Working 
Capital Reserve, subject to the provisions of Rule VI.4, and interest earned on funds held in trust. 
 
4.2 The Secretary may incur obligations and make payments under Rules V.1d and V.1e, in 
accordance with guidelines established by the Governing Body, or for purposes specified by 
agreement between the contributor and the Secretary, from the date at which the contributions are 
received.  
 
4.3 The Secretary may incur obligations and make payments under Rules V.1f and V.1g to 
support the representatives of developing country Contracting Parties and of Contracting Parties with 
economies in transition in the Governing Body and its subsidiary bodies, in accordance with relevant 
decisions of the Governing Body, subject to funds being available.  
 
4.4 Any unliquidated prior year obligation relating to voluntary contributions shall at the end of 
the financial period be cancelled or where an obligation remains a valid charge, retained for future 
disbursement. 

 
 

Rule V 
Provision of Funds 

 
5.1 The resources of the Treaty shall comprise: 
 

a) Upon approval by the Governing Bodies of FAO, the amount provided for the 
Treaty in the Regular Programme of Work and Budget of the FAO; 

 
b)  

Option 1 for V.1b 
 

[Voluntary contributions to the Core Administrative Budget from Contracting Parties based on such 
indicative scale of contributions as shall be adopted by the Governing Body by consensus, based on 
the scale of contributions adopted from time to time by the United Nations, adjusted so as to ensure 
[that no developing country Contracting Party shall be required to pay more than any developed 
country Contracting Party ensuring] that no Contracting Party contributes less than 0.01 per cent of 
the total, that no one contribution exceeds 22 per cent of the total and that no contribution from a 
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least developed country Contracting Party exceeds 0.01 per cent of the total]; 
 

OR 
 

Option 2 for V.1b 
 

[Voluntary contributions to the Core Administrative Budget from Contracting Parties for the 
purposes of administration and implementation of the Treaty in general;]32 

 
 c) Voluntary contributions to the Core Administrative Budget from States that are  

 not Contracting Parties, from inter-governmental organizations, from non-
governmental organizations or other entities, for the purposes of administration and 
implementation of the Treaty in general; 

 
d) Other voluntary contributions made by the Contracting Parties in addition to those 

under above to be used in accordance with guidelines established by the Governing 
Body, or for purposes specified by agreement between the contributor and the 
Secretary;  

 
e) Other voluntary contributions made by States that are not Contracting Parties, by 

inter-governmental organizations, by non-governmental organizations or other entities 
in addition to those under (c) above to be used in accordance with guidelines 
established by the Governing Body, or for purposes specified by agreement between 
the contributor and the Secretary; 

 
f) Voluntary contributions made by the Contracting Parties to support the 

participation of representatives of developing country Contracting Parties and of 
Contracting Parties with economies in transition in the Governing Body and its 
subsidiary bodies; 

 
g) Voluntary contributions made by States that are not Contracting Parties, by inter-

governmental organizations, by non-governmental organizations or other entities, to 
support the participation of representatives of developing country Contracting Parties 
and of Contracting Parties with economies in transition in the Governing Body and its 
subsidiary bodies; 

 
h) The uncommitted balance of voluntary contributions from previous financial 

periods carried forward; 
 

i) Miscellaneous income, including interest derived from the investment funds held 
in trust, in accordance with Rule V.7; 

 
j) Mandatory and voluntary contributions pursuant to Article 13.2 of the Treaty, and 

 
k) Voluntary contributions from any source to implement the Funding Strategy 

provided for in Article 18 of the Treaty. 
 

[5.2 In respect of contributions made pursuant to Rule V.1b: 
 

a) Contributions for each calendar year are expected on or before 1 January of that year; 
 

                                                      
32  Note by the Secretariat: There are two drafting texts for Rule V.1b; option 1 foresees voluntary contributions 
“based on [an] indicative scale of contributions”; option 2 does not foresee such a scale of contributions. Brackets are 
maintained around Rules V.2, V.4 and V.5, because these depend entirely on which option is adopted for Rule V.1b. 
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b) Each Party shall, as far in advance as possible of the date due for the contribution, 
inform the Secretary of the contribution it intends to make and of the projected timing 
of that contribution.]33 

 
5.3 Contracting Parties that are not Members of FAO shall contribute towards the amount 
provided for the Treaty in the FAO Regular Programme of Work and Budget in a proportionate 
amount to be determined by the Governing Body.  

 
[5.4 For determining the indicative annual contributions of each Contracting Party, the assessed 
contribution for such Contracting Party for the financial period pursuant to Rule V.1b above, shall be 
divided into two equal instalments, one of which is payable in the first calendar year and the other in 
the second calendar year of the financial period.]34  

 
[5.5 At the beginning of each calendar year the Secretary shall inform Contracting Parties of their 
indicative annual contributions to the budget.] 35 

 
5.6 All contributions to the Administrative Budget shall be paid in United States dollars or its 
equivalent in a convertible currency. Where a contribution is paid in a convertible currency other than 
United States dollars, the applicable rate shall be the bank currency conversion rate in effect on the 
day the payment is made. 
 
5.7 Contributions not immediately required shall be invested at the discretion of the Director-
General of FAO. The resulting income shall be credited to the specific Trust Fund from which the 
invested moneys derive. 
 
 

Rule VI 
Funds 

 
6.1  All contributions and other receipts shall be placed in Trust Funds administered by FAO. 
 
6.2  With respect to the Trust Funds referred to in Rule VI.1, FAO shall maintain the following 
Funds: 
 

a) A General Fund, to which shall be credited receipts of all contributions made by 
Contracting Parties under Rule V.1b, Rule V.1c, and the uncommitted balance of voluntary 
contributions carried forward under Rule V.1h; 
 
b) Special Funds, for purposes consistent with the objectives and the scope of the Treaty, to 
which shall be credited receipts of all contributions made by Contracting Parties under Rule 
V.1d, and by States that are not Contracting Parties, by intergovernmental organizations, by 
non-governmental organizations, or other entities, under Rule V.1e; 
 
c) A Fund to support the participation of representatives of developing country Contracting 
Parties and of Contracting Parties with economies in transition in the Governing Body and its 
subsidiary bodies, to which shall be credited all contributions made by Contracting Parties 
under Rule V.1f and by States that are not Contracting Parties, by inter-governmental 
organizations, non-governmental organizations or other entities, in accordance with Rule 
V.1g; 

 

                                                      
33  Note by the Secretariat: Rule V.2 would apply in the case of there being no indicative scale of assessment. 
34  Note by the Secretariat: Rule V.4 would apply in the case of there being an indicative scale of assessment. 
35  Note by the Secretariat: Rule V.5 would apply in the case of there being an indicative scale of assessment. 
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6.3  In addition, with respect to Rules V.1j and V.1k, upon request by the Governing Body, FAO 
shall maintain a Trust Account or Accounts, as provided for in Article 19.3f of the Treaty, to 
implement Article 18 of the Treaty, and to receive the funds foreseen in Article 13.2 of the Treaty. 
 
6.4  Within the General Fund there shall be maintained a working capital reserve at a level to be 
determined from time to time by the Governing Body by consensus. The purpose of the working 
capital reserve shall be to ensure continuity of operations in the event of a temporary shortfall of cash. 
Drawdowns from the working capital reserve shall be restored from contributions as soon as possible. 
 
6.5  Within the General Fund there shall be maintained a Third Party Beneficiary Operational 
Reserve at a level to be determined for each biennium by the Governing Body by consensus, to which 
shall be credited as priority an adequate part of contributions under Rule V.1b, Rule V.1c, and the 
uncommitted balance of voluntary contributions carried forward under Rule V.1h. The purpose of the 
Third Party Beneficiary Operational Reserve shall be to cover all costs and expenses incurred by the 
Third Party Beneficiary in carrying out its roles and responsibilities, in accordance with the Third 
Party Beneficiary Procedures. 

 
Rule VII 

Reimbursement 
 

The Trust Funds referred to in Rule VI.1 shall make provision for Project Servicing Costs to reimburse 
FAO for the administrative and operational support services provided to the Governing Body, its 
subsidiary bodies, and the Treaty Secretariat, under such terms as may, from time to time, be 
established by the Governing Bodies of the FAO. 

 
 

Rule VIII 
Accounts and Audit 

 
8.1  The accounts and financial management of all funds governed by the present rules shall be 
subject to the internal and external auditing procedures of FAO. 
 
8.2  During the second year of the financial period FAO shall provide the Contracting Parties with 
an interim statement of accounts for the first year of the financial period. FAO shal1 also, as soon as 
practicable, provide to the Contracting Parties a final certified statement of accounts for the full 
financial period. 
 
 

Rule IX 
Amendments 

 
Amendments to these Rules may be adopted by consensus. Consideration of proposals of amendments 
to these rules shall be subject to Rule V of the Rules of Procedure and documents on the proposals 
shall be circulated in accordance with Rule V.7 of the Rules of Procedure, and in no case less than 24 
hours prior to their consideration by the Governing Body. 
 
 

Rule X 
Over-riding Authority of the Treaty 

 
In the event of any conflict between any provision of these rules and any provision of the Treaty, the 
Treaty shall prevail. 
 
 

Rule XI 
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Entry into force 
 

These Rules and any amendments thereto shall come into force upon their approval by consensus by 
the Governing Body unless, by consensus, the Governing Body decides otherwise. 
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SOURCE AND USE OF MONEYS, AND TRUST FUND STRUCTURE 
 

 

 

 

REFERENCE  
IN RULE V 

CORE ADMINISTRATIVE BUDGET  TRUST FUND STRUCTURE

RULE VI 

Rule V.1a The amount provided for the Treaty’s Core Administrative 
Budget in the FAO Regular Programme of Work and 
budget  

  

   

Rule V.1b Voluntary contributions by Contracting Parties for the 
purposes of administration and implementation of the 
Treaty in general 

 

Rule V.1c Voluntary contributions by states that are not Contracting 
Parties, from IGOs, or NGOs or other entities, for the 
administration and implementation of the Treaty in general 

 

Rule V.1h The uncommitted balance of voluntary contributions 
carried forward 

 

Rule V.1i Miscellaneous income, including interest derived from 
investment of the funds in the General Trust Fund 

 

GENERAL FUND 

Income in the biennium 

Rule VI.2a 

 

includes the 
Working Capital Reserve 

Rule VI.4 
 

and the  

 

Third Party Beneficiary 
Operational Reserve 

Rule VI.5 

 SPECIAL FUNDS 

  

  

Rule V.1d Other voluntary payments by Contracting Parties, for 
purposes agreed between the contributor and the Secretary 

 MULTIDONOR FUND 

where agreed with donor 

---------- 

Rule V.1e Other voluntary payments by Contracting Parties, by IGOs, 
or NGOs or other entities for purposes agreed between the 
contributor and the Secretary 

 SEPARATE FUNDS 

where required by donor 

Rule VI.2b 

   

Rule V.1f Voluntary payments by Contracting Parties to support the 
participation of developing countries 

 

Rule V.1g Voluntary payments by contributions by states that are not 
Contracting Parties, from IGOs, or NGOs or other entities, 
to support the participation of developing countries 

 

FUND TO SUPPORT THE 

PARTICIPATION OF DEVELOPING 

COUNTRIES 

 

Rule VI.2c 
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BENEFIT-SHARING IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 13.2 OF THE TREATY 

 

Rule V.1j Mandatory and voluntary contributions pursuant to Article 
13.2d 

 

Rule V.1k Contributions from international mechanisms, funds and 
bodies 

 

BENEFIT-SHARING FUND 

Rule VI.3 
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APPENDIX C 

AGENDA OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE GOVERNING BODY 

 

 

1. Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable  

2. Election of the Rapporteur 

3. Appointment of the Credentials Committee 

4. Establishment of a Budget Committee 

5. Report of the Chair  

6. Report of the Secretary  

7. Financial Rules of the Governing Body 

8. Adoption of procedures and operational mechanisms to promote compliance and to address
 issues of non-compliance  

9. Implementation of the Funding Strategy of the Treaty 

9.1 Report of the Co-Chairs of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding Strategy 

9.2 Implementation of the Funding Strategy 

10. Consideration of the Business Plan of the Governing Body 

11. Relationship between the Governing Body and the Global Crop Diversity Trust  

12. Implementation of the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing 

12.1. Assessment of progress in the inclusion in the Multilateral System of plant genetic 
 resources for food and agriculture held by natural and legal persons 

12.2. Review of the implementation and operation of the Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement and the Multilateral System 

12.3. Review of the Material Transfer Agreement being used by the International Agricultural 
Research Centres of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research and 
other relevant international institutions, for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture not included in Annex I of the Treaty 

12bis Procedures for the Third Party Beneficiary  

12bis.1 Report of the Chair of the Ad Hoc Third Party Beneficiary Committee 

12bis.2 Procedures for the operation of the Third Party Beneficiary 

13. Implementation of Article 6, Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources 

14. Implementation of Article 9, Farmers’ Rights 

15. Relationship between the Governing Body and the Commission on Genetic Resources for  
 Food and Agriculture 

16. Report on the status of cooperation with other international organizations, including 
 Agreements between the Governing Body and the International Agricultural Research 
 Centres of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research and other relevant 
 international institutions 
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17. Matters relevant to the Treaty arising from the Report of the Independent External Evaluation 
 of FAO  

18. Adoption of the Work Programme and Budget for 2010/2011 biennium 

19. Date and place of the Fourth Session of the Governing Body  

20. Election of the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the Fourth Session of the Governing Body 

21. Other business 

22. Adoption of the report 
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APPENDIX D 

OPENING CEREMONY STAMENTS 

 

 

APPENDIX D.1 

Opening Ceremony of the Third Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

Tunis, 1 June 2009 

 

Statement by H.E. Mr Abdessalem Mansour, Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, 
Tunisia 

 
 

I am honoured to open-with Allah’s blessing – the proceedings of this Third Session of the Governing 
Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. 

 

I am pleased on this occasion, to welcome your gathering in Green Tunisia, the land of assembly, 
dialogue and communication that is happy to host you today wishing you all a pleasant stay in our 
country. 

 

I take also this opportunity to express our thanks to the Management of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, and the Governing Body of The International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture for choosing Tunisia to host this important international 
gathering and for their magnificent role in fostering and promoting consultation and coordination 
between nations to ensure the conservation of plant genetic resources and the fair and equitable 
sharing of resulting benefits. 

 

We are confident that this meeting will provide an opportune occasion to review the progress made 
since the Second Session held in Rome in 2007 in implementing the various components of the Treaty. 
It is also an opportunity to take necessary actions to speed up the execution of agreed activities and 
decisions with the aim sharing our experiences. 

 

Conservation of plant genetic resources and their optimal utilization constitute today, more than ever, 
a priority considering of the depletion this wealth has seen during the ages. Furthermore, the extreme 
climatic phenomena such as draught, green house effects, fires and flash floods make it imperative 
upon us to use new plant varieties that can adapt to changing climatic conditions. Plant genetic races 
are the vital source to develop high-yield genetically improved plant varieties to counter the shrinking 
agriculture lands in the world on the one hand, and to meet increasing food consumption due to 
demographic growth, on the other hand. 

 

However, these genetic resources that constitute the foundation for food production are experiencing 
noticeable deterioration in their diversity, where statistics point to the rapid decline of varieties by 
more than a hundred times their natural trend. Nearly 40 per cent of natural forests are now lost and 10 
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per cent of coral reefs. 

 

The Treaty represents a huge achievement for the international community in terms of food and 
agriculture making it possible to incorporate 64 plant verities representing 80 per cent of our food, 
with the aim of their conservation, evaluation and facilitating their exchange. Yet, the Treaty needs to 
be further advanced, particularly through the support of developed nations and donors to the 
developing countries to assist them in fulfilling there obligations and implement their national 
programs under the Treaty. 

 

Although we are highly appreciative of the level of coordination and of the progress made worldwide 
to improve our actions and ways to conserve the genetic resources, we are well aware there is need for 
more diligent work in order to reduce the level of loss in plant genetic resources and reestablish the 
ecological balance in our present world. 

 

On the national level, Tunisia has been able by virtue of the comprehensive development policies 
championed by our president Zein al’Abadien Bin Ali, to establishing a rich legal framework aiming 
to conserve genetic resources and biodiversity, promoting scientific research in developing new 
varieties able to adapt to climatic changes, and protecting the intellectual property rights of developers. 
These pilot legislations contributed to the registration of numerous local innovations that helped 
increase productivity and improve the profitability of the agriculture sector. 

 

As part of implementing the Convention on Bio-diversity, Cartagena Protocol on Biological Safety, 
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, and the 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, our country conducted 
national studies and developed strategic scenarios and programmes of action covering several projects 
and programmes for the conservation and responsible utilization of biodiversity, and to ensure the 
sustainability of these resources in a participatory framework. These efforts gave positive results that 
enabled us to determine shortcomings and difficulties, develop the appropriate methods and enhance 
the effectiveness of national efforts aiming to improve biodiversity and maintain our plant and animal 
genetic resources and their viable utilization for increased agricultural production. 

 

National studies on biodiversity has revealed that the total number of continental plant species reaches 
nearly 3 000, of which 45 are endangered species in the center and the south of the country, whereas 
there are more than 600 species in marine and wet areas, 22 of which are endangered and 12 are 
considered rare species. Farmers have throughout history played a major role in conserving and 
increasing this biodiversity, which benefited many developed countries in improving their agricultural 
production. 

 

Our national efforts in the field of biodiversity conservation led in 2007 to the creation of a national 
gene bank, operating, through nine networks covering all regions, in coordination with research and 
development institutions and various actors engaged in the field of genetic resources including GMOs 
to ensure their optimal utilization and the development of new verities with high yields and better 
adapted to climatic conditions in Tunisia. 

 

Furthermore, 24 protected areas were established, comprising 8 parks and 16 national preserves 
covering nearly 218 000 hectares, in addition to 3 areas of moderate importance enjoying special 
protection, i.e the Zambra and Zambarta national park, Jalla archipelago and Kavais islands. All of 
them exhibit some of the most distinctive natural and marine examples in the Mediterranean. 
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Biodiversity is undoubtedly essential for the continuity of life as it provides a rich depositary of 
biological sources that can be exploited through biotechnological techniques for agricultural, medical 
and industrial purposes. It is also a solid pillar for modern biotechnology, food industries, etc. 

 

This biodiversity, however, faces today grave challenges threatening its shrinkage, or even its 
extinction, as a result of or abuse, climatic changes and their negative impact on natural environmental 
systems, and the persistent quest for high yield sophisticated, cross-bred or genetically modified 
varieties. In the face of these challenges, promoting international cooperation in the field of plant 
genetic resources for food and agriculture, for the welfare and benefit of all and the harmonization of 
our legislation on this regard, are indispensable to ensure stability and security in our countries. 

 

We are convinced that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations with its 
capabilities, experience and expertise it acquired in the areas of food and agriculture, is able to devise 
the approaches and methods to make accessible to all the benefits of the International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, taking into account the situation of countries facing food 
shortages, and ensuring that sharing of benefits is for the good of all. 

 

In conclusion, I should like to reiterate my welcome to you, and to thank for your attention, wishing 
you all success in your deliberations. 
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APPENDIX D.2 

Opening Ceremony of the Third Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

Tunis, 1 June 2009 

 

Statement by H.E. Mr Afioga-Taua Tavaga Kitiona Seuala, Minister for Agriculture, Samoa 
 
 

I am very pleased to be here at the 3rd Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty for 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, representing my country, Samoa, and the Pacific 
region.  

The 22 Pacific Island Countries and Territories are made up of thousands of islands scattered over 
some 33 million sq km of ocean, a third of the Earth’s surface. Only 2% of this area is land, but it is 
home to 8 million people speaking 50% of the world’s languages. The region is home to some of the 
world’s smallest island states and territories, such as Nauru, Tuvalu and Tokelau. 

The agriculture and forestry sectors are important throughout the Pacific. They remain the mainstay of 
the economy and employment in Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu and contribute 
significantly to household income and increasingly, export earnings. In contrast, in the smaller islands, 
agriculture is mainly based on subsistence farming.  

The region faces numerous social and physical challenges in maintaining and improving productivity 
of their agriculture and forestry sectors, and protecting their biological diversity. They are prone to 
natural disasters and their size and geographical isolation results in a narrow genetic and production 
base with limited opportunities to develop their economies by scaling up production. In the forest-rich 
countries, unsustainable logging is destroying valuable forest resources with negative, social and 
environmental impacts on rural communities. Climate change will, and is exacerbating many of these 
challenges. Related disasters such as tropical cyclones, flash floods and droughts impose serious 
constraints on development in the islands, so much so that some islands seems to be in a constant 
‘recovery-mode’. Food availability and people’s access to food are among the first essentials to be 
affected following such disasters. 

The Pacific is a centre of diversity and/or origin for a small number of crops, but in general, due to its 
history of human colonization, crop genetic diversity in the mostly vegetatively propagated crops of 
the region, declines markedly from west to east. The diversity – already limited in many cases – is 
under threat. As rural people move to cities and adopt modern lifestyles, they change their eating 
habits, often abandoning their traditional crop varieties. Outbreaks of new pests and diseases, expected 
to increase in many places due to climate change, can wreak havoc with crops which do not include 
resistant varieties. This was dramatically illustrated in Samoa in the early 90s when taro leaf blight 
totally destroyed taro production, because of the susceptibility of the cultivar being used.  

In 1996 the Pacific Ministers of Agriculture, at a meeting of the Secretariat of the Pacific Community 
(SPC), resolved to put in place, both in their countries and through regional cooperation, policies and 
programmes to conserve, protect and use their plant genetic resources effectively and efficiently for 
development. The establishment of the Centre for Pacific Crops and Trees (originally the Regional 
Germplasm Centre) was the key component of SPC’s response to this recommendation from the 
Ministers.  

Since 1998, genetic resources activities in SPC have not stopped with the establishment of the regional 
genebank. An active network – PAPGREN – has been working since 2004 to strengthen capacity in 
the region in conservation and utilization of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. Much has 



IT/GB-3/09/Report   Appendix D, page 5 

 

been achieved by both the Centre and PAPGREN to raise the importance of crop diversity in the 
region, especially in the light of challenges, such as climate change. The message is loud and clear – 
we need diversity to ensure food and nutritional security for future generations.  

In late 2004, the first regional conference of the Ministers and Heads of Agriculture and Forestry took 
place in Fiji. Presentations were made on the Treaty and the Global Crop Diversity Trust, and the 
important role they played in supporting conservation and utilization of plant genetic resources for 
food and agriculture. A Ministerial communiqué was issued from this meeting which stated “Ministers 
and Representatives acknowledged that access to genetic resources (crop, tree and animal) is necessary 
to ensure food security in the long-term. Broadening the genetic base of crops, trees and livestock, 
genetic improvement and diversification are crucial in coping with rapid change. To ensure continued 
access to genetic resources the countries of the region should consider ratifying the International 
Treaty and signing the Establishment Agreement for the Global Crop Diversity Trust”.  

In 2008 the second regional conference of the Ministers and Heads of Agriculture and Forestry took 
place in Samoa. A paper was presented on “Sharing Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture: Foundation for Strengthened Food and Nutritional Security”. The paper reinforced the 
message from the 2004 meeting, but highlighted that climate change was creating an environment of 
unpredictability, making planning food production and supply more difficult. Countries, where 
possible, had to become more self-reliant in food production, with local food production and 
consumption being a major component of any long-term solution to a food crisis, as recently 
witnessed. The challenge was to produce more food in the face of the problems posed by climate 
change. The paper also pointed out that an over-reliance on imported foods in many of the countries of 
the region had seen an increase in lifestyle related diseases, such as diabetes. Utilizing crop diversity 
within local food production systems could address this serious problem through increasing the 
availability of nutritionally rich foods. 

The Ministers recognized and acknowledged that although significant diversity exists in the Pacific, 
the Pacific cannot ensure that this diversity is sufficient to sustain food production in the future. The 
region must be able to access the global pool of genetic diversity, which can be achieved through 
ratification of the Treaty. At the same time, the Ministers also saw the importance of putting in place 
mechanisms that would establish the key collections of the Pacific within the global system, so that the 
Pacific contributes to global food security and is part of a global network that will add to the 
sustainable conservation and use of these collections in the future. The Ministers therefore supported 
that SPC and the Secretariat to the Treaty proceed with the establishment of an agreement to place the 
ex situ collections of the Centre for Pacific Crops and Trees into the Multilateral System of the Treaty. 
The Ministers further supported that SPC signs an agreement with the Global Crop Diversity Trust to 
provide support to SPC for the ex situ collections of Pacific aroids and yams.  

I had the pleasure, as the Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries, to chair this 2nd regional conference, 
and in that capacity I am here, representing my fellow Ministers and the region to inform you that SPC 
has now signed an agreement with FAO on behalf of the Governing Body of the Treaty, placing the 
Pacific collections held in the Centre for Pacific Crops and Trees into the Multilateral System of the 
Treaty. Further, an agreement has also been signed with the Global Crop Diversity Trust. The signing 
of these agreements by SPC has been fully endorsed by the Pacific region, recognizing we live in one 
world, despite the miles that often exist between us all, and to survive the many challenges of this 
century we need to work together, sharing our resources and importantly further recognizing that the 
genetic diversity found in genebanks today may become the most important resource we have in 
shaping an effective response to climate change.   

Finally I would like to extend to you this plaque symbolically representing the placing of the Pacific 
collections into the Multilateral System of the Treaty. 
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APPENDIX D.3 

Opening Ceremony of the Third Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

Tunis, 1 June 2009 

 

Statement by H.E. Mr Efrain Figueroa, Vice Minister for Agriculture, Honduras 
 
 

It is a great honour for me to be attending this important event, as plant genetic resources are very 
special in that they are directly linked to food for people and to agriculture in countries. 

Plant genetic resources have provided us over time with a sustainable and diverse source of food for 
our population and that of the world. 

For many years, not to say decades, the stakeholders have worked hard so that present and future 
benefits derived from the use of plant genetic resources can be shared in a fair and equitable manner, 
especially for those who have been traditionally active in the stewardship and conservation of those 
resources. 

These processes of conservation in the countries of the Third World need to be consolidated so they 
can meet the aims of the International Treaty. 

As you know, Mesoamerica has contributed hugely to the nutrition of the people of our continent and 
the world population in general; it is the cradle or centre of origin of many species, notably the 
cultivation of cocoa (Theobroma cocoa) and maize (Zea mays), which has been conserved, 
domesticated and bred for its many uses. That is why the Secretariat of State for Agriculture and 
Livestock, as a member of the National Commission on Biodiversity and aware of the importance of 
genetic resources in the country and the region, has been supporting and will continue to support this 
activity, in order to safeguard our heritage, using and sharing those resources in such a way that the 
conservation of species is not endangered. 

Honduras is mindful that farmers need to have a voice in national affairs, so that they can participate 
in decision-making on the conservation and use of plant genetic resources. It recognizes that farmers 
possess traditional knowledge for the protection of those resources, so related issues need to be 
discussed first at local and national level, before they are addressed in international fora. 

Before concluding, I should like to remind my audience that the management, conservation and use of 
plant genetic resources will depend on the level of harmony that exists among stakeholders, on the 
degree of commitment of industrialized countries, especially in terms of financial provisions, and on 
the active role played by farmer organizations. 

Lastly, I should like to state that the Treaty is a new opportunity to continue exchanging experiences 
and to pool our efforts, so that we can strengthen our actions to enhance the protection and 
conservation the important source of food that are plant genetic resources. 

Distinguished Representatives, I invite you to participate actively in the discussions in working 
groups, so that the organizers’ intended outcome may be realized for the benefit of future food for our 
peoples and thus for agriculture in the world.  



IT/GB-3/09/Report   Appendix D, page 7 

 

APPENDIX D.4 

Opening Ceremony of the Third Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

Tunis, 1 June 2009 

 
Statement by Ms Alicia Crespo Pazos, Director of the Spanish Plant Variety Protection 

Office Ministry of Environment, Rural and Marine Affairs, Spain 
 
 

I stand before you as Representative of the Spanish Government and Head of Delegation of my 
country. 

After many years of work and negotiation, we adopted the International Treaty in 2001 and thereby 
established the framework needed to ensure the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic 
resources. This is closely allied with the commitment to maintain biodiversity, sustainable agriculture 
and global food security, and the ability to confront climate change. 

The Treaty only became operational with the First Session of its Government Body in Madrid in 2006 
and, as my Minister said at the Opening Ceremony of that Session under the Chair of the Vice-
President of the Government of Spain, we had not reached a point of arrival, but were rather 
embarking on a new phase. 

Three years later, we can be proud that the Treaty now has 120 Contracting Parties and that hundreds 
of thousands of accessions have been included in the Multilateral System. 

However, work goes on and the Treaty is still only at the (critical) phase of inception of its activities 
and implementation. We now have the instruments and mechanisms needed for the Treaty to function, 
but we still have a long way to go to pursue its contents even-handedly and to achieve its broad aims 
and aspirations. As we all know, plant genetic resources for food and agriculture are fundamental to 
feed the world and to achieve world food security. They are the raw materials that farmers and 
researchers use to enhance the quality and productivity of our crops. All countries are interdependent 
in their needs for these resources, which are also an integral part of our natural resources, our cultural 
heritage and our distinct identities. Finally, the future of agriculture depends on international 
cooperation and the free exchange of crops and their genes. 

Spain is therefore keen for the International Treaty be a success and wishes to contribute to that end. 
Spain also wants its new Secretariat to have sufficient resources from the very outset to conduct its 
important and exclusive mission. A first phase of rapid, coherent and effective execution is crucial for 
the Treaty’s success. This will only occur with the provision of sufficient funds and resources. The 
contributions to the Core Administrative Budget are fundamental. 

In addition, the Special Fund for Agreed Purposes serves to finance technical support and training for 
implementation of the Treaty, beyond the activities approved in the Core Administrative Budget. 

As you know, the third major fund of the Treaty and a key issue to be discussed this week, is the 
Benefit-sharing Fund, which is central to the balanced functioning of the Treaty. On the one hand, this 
Fund will be fed with a percentage of sales of products that incorporate Treaty material (which could 
take several years given the long lead times for variety improvement), and on the other, it will receive 
voluntary contributions from Contracting Parties, international organizations, and so forth. 

Regrettably, the Contracting Parties have only partially delivered on the voluntary economic 
contributions to the Core Administrative Budget and other funds they committed to at the First Session 
of the Governing Body. This has delayed the activities set out in the agreed programme of work and 
has even seriously jeopardized the functioning of the Treaty’s Secretariat. 

Because of this lack of funds, I believe that we must remind Contracting Parties to contribute to the 
Treaty and to honour their commitments, also for reasons of cost and efficiency. Otherwise, why did 
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we spend so much time and money on the negotiations? And what example would we be setting and 
precedent leaving on the international stage? The political support that the Treaty has received all these 
years must be reflected in economic support that will enable it to function normally, with predictable 
and sufficient funds. 

That economic support should first come from the Contracting Parties, after which there will be or we 
can seek other sources. If the very governments that ratified the Treaty do not provide the wherewithal 
for it to be successful, there is little hope of other institutions or entities doing so. That does not mean 
that we cannot be creative in seeking other sources of funding, but I believe that we should support the 
Funding Strategy and the Strategic Plan that the Secretariat will be submitting to us. 

On the subject of creativity, we should note the interest of certain private sector operators in the 
alternative payment of 0.5% to the Multilateral System for access to a particular crop, and not per 
variety produced. As regards country contributions, I should like to recall that 75% of the world’s 
hungry live in rural areas but that only 4% of international assistance to development is allocated to 
agriculture (much lower for plant genetic resources). It is also important to stress that conservation and 
access to genetic resources should not be considered solely in terms of assistance to development but 
also in terms of national development. 

With this economic situation in mind and in view of the political support that Spain has given to 
FAO’s work on genetic resources, my Government has formulated a strategy to finance the 
International Treaty and thus provide it with a degree of financial security over a number of years. This 
will enable the Secretariat to focus its work and resources on the crucial, difficult and complex phase 
of implementation, rather than having to concentrate on (and worry about) the mobilization of funds 
for it to operate. 

I thus have the great satisfaction and honour to announce that Spain has agreed with the Secretariat of 
the Treaty a contribution (which is already operative) during the present and the next three biennial 
budgets of 3 million euros. 

This does not mean that Spain will not continue contributing to the Administrative Budget in 
accordance with the indicative scale of voluntary contributions and even making further substantial 
contributions. 

In conclusion, I should like to remind you that the Treaty is broad in scope and aspiration, as laid out 
in its text, which we should not constrict but rather build upon. For example, the potential of 
underutilized crops has been highlighted by the food crisis. Such crops are not subject to international 
food prices and are therefore not affected by the crisis. Climate change is also prompting a reappraisal 
of plant genetic resources in general and such crops in particular, as these are not traded internationally 
but are nevertheless of significant nutritional importance at the national and the regional level. 

We have many topics to discuss: the Multilateral System of exchange of plant genetic resources and 
the Funding Strategy to support implementation of the Treaty in aspects such as in-situ and on-farm 
conservation, sustainable use and training. It is important to recall that, when negotiating the Treaty, 
we forged consensus through compromise on its articles and provisions. To remain true to that spirit of 
compromise, we must implement the Treaty in a manner that is fair to each and every of its 
components. That will enable us to accommodate the different aspirations that reside in the Treaty, to 
generate trust between Contracting Parties and to foster their confidence in the Treaty. 

We need to be realistic but also ambitious in our aspirations. We must never forget that the underlying 
aim of the Treaty is to combat hunger and poverty and to ensure that future generations live in dignity. 
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APPENDIX D.5 

Opening Ceremony of the Third Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

Tunis, 1 June 2009 

 

Statement by Ms Cinzia Scaffidi, Director of the Slow Food Study Centre, Slow Food 
Movement, Italy 

 
 

In over twenty years’ activity we have seen how sensitivity towards issues such as the importance, 
function and protection of agro-biodiversity has grown in the world in general. More specifically, all 
the work that went into the drawing up and ratification of the Treaty has also exerted an educational 
and cultural impact on contemporary societies.  

Turning to the concrete measures taken by individual States  — including those that ratified the 
agreement — a lot of work still has to be done, but a number of positive signals, unfortunately among 
many contradictory actions namely the decisions in favour of the cultivation and commercialisation of 
GMO crops, are nonetheless evident.  

In Italy, the 2008 decree on the marketing of conservation variety seeds clearly upheld the treaty 
recommendations, not only facilitating and protecting crops grown from such seeds, but also 
envisaging their commercialisation and direct selling.  

Internationally, at least two important events provide grounds for hope: 

 the Environment G8 recommendations outlined in the Siracusa Charter in April recognise the 
importance of local economies as promoters of biodiversity, along with the need to provide 
them with incentives; 

 the Agriculture G8 document outlining the recommendations of agricultural and farming 
organisations — including those in  African countries — highlights the invaluable role of 
small-scale traditional family agriculture and the distribution methods most suitable for it to 
achieve sustainable development in environmental, social and nutritional terms.  

All this moves in the same direction as the work which Slow Food, present today in about 180 
countries, has been performing since its inception. Slow Food in fact believes that only in a highly 
variable system is it possible to ensure food security and sovereignty from the political, economic and 
cultural points of view. 

However, it is also necessary: 

 for concrete biodiversity protection activities to multiply and for farmers promoting 
biodiversity to receive recognition — not least economic recognition — for the invaluable work they 
have made and will continue to make both for the conservation and development of plant genetic 
resources - which constitute the basis of food and agriculture production throughout the world - and 
for the environment on the whole. 

 for economic efforts to be concentrated not only and not so much on ex situ conservation— 
which, of course, have an important role to play when devastating catastrophes happen — as on in 
situ/ on-farm conservation which can lower the likelihood of such catastrophes happening, in the first 
place by ensuring populations life, beauty and health day by day. Individually, collectively and 
environmentally. 
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 for concrete actions to be taken simultaneously to inform consumers and rebuild a food culture 
that in many countries — mostly the wealthiest ones — would appear to be eroded away at the same 
speed as genetic resources. 

 for public research to return to the top of government agendas and for significant actions to be 
implemented to support studies that can lay the bases for laws oriented by the environment and not 
only by the market. 
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APPENDIX D.6 

Opening Ceremony of the Third Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

Tunis, 1 June 2009 

 

Statement by Mr Jean Beigbeder, Pro-Maïs, France 
 
 

It is a great honour for the Pro-Maïs Association to be invited to address this assembly.  

For more than 40 years, we have brought together private breeders and agricultural and industrial 
cooperatives active in the improvement of maize plants in France. We work closely with researchers 
of INRA on projects upstream of breeding that focus on developing knowledge and resources that can 
be used by all our partners. Since the 1970s we have sought to maintain our genetic diversity and have 
pooled our genetic resources to enhance their conservation, characterization and utilization. 

We are convinced that the genetic progress that we bring to farmers and, through them, to the food 
security of our fellow citizens can only exist through facilitated access to genetic resources, which is 
why eagerly welcomed the signature of the International Treaty that brings us together today. 

In reaffirming State sovereignty over resources, the Convention on Biological Diversity had raised 
concern among breeders and farmers, especially in the developing and the emerging countries. 

By recognizing the need for a multilateral framework that facilitates access to genetic resources and 
that allows better utilization of those resources and the sharing of derived benefits, the International 
Treaty has reassured the world’s breeders by securing their access to the genetic material they require. 

The Treaty is foremost the responsibility of the Contracting Parties, in other words the States, but you 
have always wanted as many people as possible to share its benefits, which necessarily entails the 
sharing of resources. That is why it seemed logical for the enterprises affiliated with Pro-Maïs to take 
a concrete step in making available to the International Community, through the Multilateral System, 
500 accessions which we considered the most representative and interesting for the world’s breeders 
and farmers working with maize. 

Of course, some of the resources that we have pooled were already accessible, but we felt that the 
measures taken by certain States, which we wished to emulate, to make those resources known and to 
facilitate their access, were very positive. They have of course been characterized, which is essential to 
optimize their conservation and utilization. 

Before finishing, I should like to highlight three aspects on behalf of French breeders: 

 Application of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement that you have adopted provides 
technical and juridical security that is essential to the users of the resources, whoever they might be, so 
they can work under the best conditions and continue to make the vital genetic progress that, alone,  
will meet the challenge of sustainable food and agriculture. 

 The Treaty’s recognition of the balance needed, in the protection of new plant varieties, 
between remuneration of research and free access to protected varieties, for breeding purposes, 
provides crucial support to conventional breeding. 

 Finally, the Treaty rightly recognizes the contribution of farmers to the biodiversity that is 
available today. For us, facilitated access is vital if we are to propose improved varieties to the world’s 
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farmers, which is their most legitimate right. 

The Pro-Maïs member enterprises are proud to contribute each day to those objectives and to have 
demonstrated by contributing our collection that we belong to the “Community of the Treaty”. 
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APPENDIX D.7 

Opening Ceremony of the Third Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

Tunis, 1 June 2009 

 

Statement by Mr Abdelmajid Labidi, Tunisian Union for Agriculture and Fishing (UTAP), 
Tunisia, on behalf of the International Federation of Agricultural Producers (IFAP) 

 
 

I should like to start, if I may, by warmly thanking the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) for having kindly invited the International Federation of Agricultural Producers 
(IFAP) to take part in the Opening Ceremony of the Third Session of the Governing Body of the 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, hosted by Tunisia from 1 to 
5 June 2009. 

It is an immense pleasure for me to represent the International Federation of Agricultural Producers in 
my capacity as member of the Executive Bureau of the Tunisian Union of Agriculture and Fisheries, a 
long-standing member of IFAP. 

IFAP is a global farmers’ organization representing more than 600 million agricultural producers 
grouped within 120 national organizations in 80 countries. It is a global network in which farmers 
from industrialized countries and from developing countries come together to discuss their concerns 
and determine their shared priorities. The mission of IFAP, which has defended farmers’ interests 
internationally since 1946, is to build farmers’ capacity and influence decisions that affect them at 
national and international level. 

IFAP pays special attention to issues associated with biodiversity and protection of natural resources. 
For many centuries, farmers have been the guardians of the biological and agricultural biodiversity 
that underpins the wealth of agricultural production and ensures a healthy foundation against 
phenomena such as climate change or disease. 

For us producers, the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture is of 
crucial importance. 

It is a multilateral framework for access to plant genetic resources and for sharing resulting benefits. 
Such sharing includes the exchange of information, access to technologies and their transfer, as well as 
training. In this regard, the Treaty contributes to the sustainable development of agricultural activity. 

For IFAP, the importance of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources lies in the fact that it 
is a framework that recognizes farmers’ rights. 

Farmers are the principal stewards of land. They safeguard a portion of global biodiversity in their 
fields. They work hard to feed an ever-growing world population with limited resources, while at the 
same time safeguarding biodiversity. 

Yet, there are growing pressures on biological and genetic diversity. Communities and indeed human 
society are now more vulnerable than ever, because there is less scope for change. Some 75 percent of 
the genetic diversity of cultivated plants disappeared in the last century. 

Agriculture is the sector that makes greatest use of the biological and genetic diversity of plants and 
their components. According to projections, world food production will have to double by 2050, either 
through intensification or expansion. In both cases, there will be major repercussions on biodiversity. 
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Recognition of the farmers’ contribution 

When we talk of conservation of plant genetic resources, we need to highlight the specific 
characteristics of agriculture. 

Farmers need to address food security while at the same time conducting non-food activities. Farmers 
are willing participants in protecting the environment and enhancing natural resources. Those efforts 
need to be recognized and the major challenge is to devise mechanisms for them to play this multiple 
role. 

Article 9 of the International Treaty recognizes the enormous contribution that farmers of all regions 
of the world, particularly those in the centres of origin and crop diversity, have made and will continue 
to make for the conservation and development of plant genetic resources, which are the foundation of 
food and agriculture production throughout the world. However, measures need to be taken to protect 
and promote those rights. 

The cost of farmers’ efforts to maintain and enhance plant genetic diversity, a service that they provide 
to all of humanity, should be shared. Farmers are key players in a solutions-oriented approach to 
protecting biodiversity and should play a strong participatory role in policy decisions. 

Recognition through action: need to implement incentive measures 

As part of the International Day for Biological Diversity 2008 devoted to agriculture, IFAP, as 
spokesperson for farmers and key partner of the CBD, expressed its acute concern about the lack of 
resources available to farmers to sustain and develop biodiversity, while seeking to maintain and 
increase productivity to meet humanity’s food requirements. 

Farmers should be remunerated for the ecoservices that they provide and that serve to safeguard 
resources, while at the same time ensuring food security. Throughout the world, farmers need 
measures that will encourage them to take ecological initiatives, for example the initiative to produce 
indigenous species to prevent the loss of genetic resources. IFAP asks that farmers be encouraged to 
conserve local species and to reintroduce on their land species that have been eradicated. Farmers 
should benefit from the production and conservation of those species. Governments should allow 
farmers to register local varieties to encourage their conservation in their respective territories. 

The stewardship programmes that have been introduced to reward farmers that have adopted 
agricultural practices that protect and enhance biodiversity have proved successful in many countries.  

Let us recall that plant genetic abundance is concentrated in the developing countries. We must 
therefore promote payment for ecoservices in those countries that are in shortest supply of funds, 
expertise and communication networks. Capacity-building programmes in those countries (involving 
women and the young) and the creation of partnerships with conservation groups are required. 

There is a wide information gap on agricultural diversity and what farmers can best do to protect it. 
IFAP therefore calls for data on the world’s diversity of plant genetic resources for food, and requests 
that such data be collected, harmonized and made available to farmers. “Through education, farmers 
will feel ownership of biodiversity in their farming activities, and will be in a better position to work 
with their governments to find appropriate solutions”, noted David King at the International Day for 
Biological Diversity. 

In its chapter on farmers’ rights, the ITPGRFA leaves it to the governments to ensure the realization of 
those rights. However, farmers face a web of often conflicting government regulations relating to 
protection of the plant heritage. Governments need to elaborate national strategies for the conservation 
and sustainable use of agricultural diversity, and to eliminate any laws or policies that undermine 
biodiversity programmes. Governments need to recognize the universal right of farmers to save and 
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reuse seed produced on their own farms. 

IFAP also sees a need to examine the issue of intellectual property rights to enable farmers to protect 
their own innovations and to facilitate farmer access to new agricultural technologies (e.g. seeds). 

In conclusion, we need to address policy formulation and implementation with a positive, constructive 
and participatory mindset. Incentives need to be put in place, especially in countries whose markets do 
not reward farmers for their food or other production. Concrete measures need to ensure the right of 
farmers and their organizations to participate in national decision-making on issues relating to the 
conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.  
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APPENDIX D.8 

Opening Ceremony of the Third Session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

Tunis, 1 June 2009 

 

Statement by Mr Modibo Traoré, Assistant Director-General, Agriculture and Consumer 
Protection Department of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

 
 

It is a signal honour for me to address this Assembly to wish you, on behalf of the Director-General of 
FAO, Dr Jacques Diouf, a warm welcome to this Third Session of the Governing Body of the 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. 

Since it came into effect on 29 June 2004, the Treaty has gone through several significant stages in the 
implementation of its objectives; and without wishing to prejudge its achievements (which you will be 
assessing when the time comes), I should like to state that there is already good reason for satisfaction. 
More than 120 countries and member organizations of FAO have ratified the Treaty and new 
adhesions to the Multilateral System are expected in the next weeks. The Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement has been adopted and the mechanisms for benefit-sharing have been determined. You can 
justifiably be proud of the progress that you have made in this period: whether it be the funding 
strategy; the procedures relating to third party beneficiary; information technology to facilitate the 
functioning of the Multilateral System; or the building of capacity. 

Dynamic and innovative partnerships have been established and developed with several institutional 
and non-institutional players involved in the conservation, management and improvement of plant 
genetic resources, such as the CGIAR centres and the Global Crop Diversity Trust. The Treaty has 
posted achievements at a pace that could be the envy of many older international instruments. But we 
know it is not a perfect world and we understand the frustrations that have been voiced on account of 
the unavoidable delays in securing some of the benefits that are legitimately expected by Members. 

But it is not by happenstance that the Treaty and the multilateral solution that it strongly promotes now 
serve as points of reference for many other international instruments. 

The Convention on Biological Diversity and its recent negotiations on access and sharing benefits (due 
to be concluded in 2010) and actors in other spheres engaged in similar exercises, such as animal 
genetic resources, health for the exchange of viruses and other pathogens or the International Law of 
the Sea, are looking with interest at the model of governance promoted by the Treaty. 

The recent events that have punctuated the 18 months since the First Session of the Governing Body, 
in particular the food crisis and soaring agricultural prices, the financial crisis and now the economic 
crisis, cast new light on the principles underlying the Treaty. What are they? First, the reality of 
increased interdependence between countries and, second, the need for an internationally coordinated 
approach that puts equity among countries at the heart of its strategy to tackle common challenges. We 
have to recognize that this approach, devised more than 10 years ago, was probably ahead of its time. 

Those achievements are yours and must be attributed first and foremost to the work of the Governing 
Body of the Treaty and the Secretariat which implements the guidelines that result from your 
deliberations. 

The Director-General congratulates you and urges you to intensify your efforts to accelerate the 
mobilization of resources whose inadequacy has hindered implementation of certain key elements of 
the Treaty. We must learn not only from our successes during this short period, but also from the 
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failures that are integral to the challenges we face and to the complexity of the approach that we have 
deliberately adopted. 

We need to avoid the trap of futile, facile competition and to resolutely seek synergies with other 
actors in the same fight, so that we can together forge genuine partnerships based on complementarity 
and reciprocal emulation. We do not have much time! 

There are now close to one billion people suffering from hunger and malnutrition in the world; and the 
most optimistic projections are that we will have to at least double the present level of agricultural 
production if we are to feed a world population expected to reach 9 billion people in 2050. Raising the 
productivity of available plant genetic resources and constantly adapting those resources to ecosystems 
under transformation since the acceleration of climate change are necessary strategies to meet this 
significant increase in demand. FAO stands with you to play its part in this fight. The reforms that are 
currently under way in its system of planning and in its central and field structures are part of that 
framework. ‘Food Security for All’ is not a bluff! It really can be achieved on our Planet! 

Before concluding, I should like to express by heartfelt thanks to the Government of Tunisia, through 
the Minister for Agriculture, for its generous hospitality and for all the facilities that have been made 
available to us in this exceptional, stimulating venue of the Hotel Ramada. 

I wish you every success in your deliberations. 
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APPENDIX E 

REPORTS BY THE CHAIR OF THE GOVERNING BODY 
AND THE SECRETARY OF THE TREATY 

 
 

APPENDIX E.1 
 

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES ON FOOD AND AGRICULTURE,  

MR MODESTO FERNÁNDEZ DÍAZ-SILVEIRA 
 

 

The entry into force, in 2004, of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture, and the First Session of the Governing Body, in Madrid, Spain, in 2006, marked the 
beginning of the international work of this Treaty, which many consider to be the first Multilateral 
Environmental Agreement of the 21st Century, with clear social and economic implications. The fact 
that, as of May 15, 2009, 121 sovereign countries from all regions of the world had already become 
Contracting Parties to the Treaty shows the wide acceptance of, and interest in the Treaty. 

In the meantime, much has changed in the world: food security is increasingly at risk because of 
insufficient production and growing difficulties in access to food; high and rapidly raising food prices 
are putting a heavy pressure on all countries’ economies; the unpredictable results of the current 
economic and financial crisis will have an impact on almost all countries; and it is now clear that the 
consequences of climate change will impose an enormous burden on all humanity. All those factors 
may result in a most grave crisis, a social and even an environmental crisis. 

In such a time, the importance of the Treaty is even more obvious.  

Climate change is not a cliché: it is a reality. There is growing, world-wide concern about the possible 
consequences for all countries of climate change, although the consequences are likely to be worse for 
some than others, for example, for small islands developing states. Our task is to help adapt agriculture 
to climate change, by making available to all countries, as needed, plant genetic resources for food and 
agriculture that contain genes able to give plant varieties the characteristics they need to resist, and be 
productive, under stress. Drought, excessive rain, high or low temperatures, and several other 
challenges— some perhaps unexpected or as yet unknown—can be overcome with the appropriate 
genes to be found in the wealth of our plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. 

The continuing political will of the Parties remains the bed-rock of a Treaty able to support national 
strategies to overcome poverty and hunger and to make available to them all, without distinction, the 
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture that can help ensure food security for all humanity. 
This political will shall also be needed to continue supporting the developing countries that for 
centuries have contributed so much to the conservation and improvement of the plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture, now at the disposal of all humanity. They will need financial 
support, capacity-building, and the transfer of environmentally sound technologies, if they are to be 
able to continue this work, to the benefit of us all. 

What is before us now 

The Third Session of the Governing Body is crucial. If the First Session in Madrid made it possible to 
launch the Treaty’s work, and if the Second Session in Rome started to speed up implementation of 
the Treaty, this, our Third Session, will decide the future of the Treaty itself. I have asked the 
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Secretary to give us a thorough report on the status of implementation of the Treaty, so that the 
Contracting Parties can have a more complete overview of the current situation. 

The lack of the necessary financial resources is hampering the implementation of the Treaty as a 
whole, which is the aim of all Parties. The Secretary’s Financial Report on the Work Programme and 
Budget 2008-09 provides the Parties with detailed and substantive information on the lack of adequate 
funding that has characterized the biennium we are now ending. For this reason, the Funding Strategy 
must be adequate to support the Treaty’s Work Programme, and for this to be the case, it must receive 
financial resources on a scale commensurate with that foreseen by the Governing Body. This is a task 
of all Parties to the Treaty. 

When we talk of the implementation of the Treaty as a whole, we mean the implementation of all the 
Articles of the Treaty, and not only some of them. Without any doubt, the Multilateral System is the 
best-known part of the Treaty, but we must work so as to ensure that not only access, but benefit-
sharing as well, is a reality under the Multilateral System. For this reason, the Third Party Beneficiary 
needs to have adequate information on all Material Transfer Agreements, and on cases of benefits that 
arise from the use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture that must to be shared with the 
Parties, through the established mechanism.  

Almost all Contracting Parties wish to see the implementation of Farmers’ Right, and it is our task to 
ensure that this important concept, developed by the Treaty, is fully implemented. Something similar 
can be said about the sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, as provided 
for in Article 6 of the Treaty. These will be important tasks for all Contracting Parties, during the 
Third Meeting of the Governing Body. 

The Business Plan, which we need to prepare in response to a decision of the Second Session of the 
Governing Body, should be a tool to support and foster the implementation of the Treaty, but never a 
tool to limit the Governing Body’s sovereignty. The Business Plan should be constructed in a way that 
contributes to the implementation of the Treaty as a whole, and to a better development, every two 
years, of the Work Programme and Budget. But the Governing Body must never have its power of 
decision limited by the Business Plan. 

We need to follow closely the process of the FAO’s Independent External Evaluation. In one way or 
another, it may affect how the Treaty’s Core Administrative Budget is funded. We need also to pay 
more attention to the way in which the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture functions under Article XIV of FAO Constitution, and how the relationship between the 
Treaty, as an independent Body, and the FAO, will in future develop. 

Developments since the Second Session of the Governing Body 

I am delighted to say that the Bureau, in line with the mandate you gave it at your last session, 
yesterday approved the first eleven projects under the Benefit-sharing Fund of the Funding Strategy: 
this is a clear demonstration that benefit-sharing, one of the objectives (pillars) of the Treaty, is a 
reality. Although the initial sum involved is modest, the message we are sending to the Contracting 
Parties, and to all persons and relevant organizations interested in these matters, is that benefit-sharing 
arising from the use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture is not only possible, but already 
here. We must continue to work hard to ensure the continuity of this process. 

The development, by the Third Meeting of the Governing Body, of an appropriate Work Programme 
and Budget for the forthcoming biennium, with resources adequate to enable the Treaty to undertake 
all the activities for this period on which we will decide, is the only way in which we can ensure its 
success. It is not a secret that, without resources, the whole Work Programme is only a pretty 
document, perhaps even a wise document, but in the end only an empty document. 

I will not list, one by one, the various processes and activities developed or supported by the Bureau in 
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the biennium. The Secretary’s Report is very explicit on these matters. 

The Bureau and the Secretariat 

After almost a year of remarkable work, the former Chair of the Third Session of the Governing Body, 
Mr Godfrey Mwila, resigned for personal reasons, and in July, 2008, the Bureau decided to pay me the 
honour of requesting me to take up the role as the new Chair, and complete the mandate that the 
Governing Body gave to the current Bureau, in other words, chair the Treaty’s inter-sessional work, 
and the Third Session of the Governing Body, until its conclusion. The Secretariat immediately 
informed Parties to the Treaty of this substitution of the Chair of the Bureau. 

During the period between the Second and the Third Sessions of the Governing Body of the Treaty, 
the Bureau’s work became ever more relevant, and we discovered that there were many pending or 
unresolved issues forwarded to the Bureau by the Governing Body, and even issues arising from 
former issues, that the Bureau needed to consider. The lack of clear Terms of Reference, and the 
Governing Body’s minimal Rules of Procedure, sometimes made the work of the Bureau a little 
difficult. Let me note that I recommend that this issue be addressed, so as to make the Bureau’s work 
speedier and, at the same time, more consonant with the mandate the Governing Body gives it at each 
Session, which may sometimes involve making decisions in order to be able to fulfil that mandate. 

Commitment, professionalism and cooperation, along with flexibility and understanding, are five 
words to sum up the way the Bureau worked between the Second and the Third Session. I have the 
pleasure to recognize this, to thank all Bureau members, and to encourage the Bureau that will be 
elected at the end of this Session to work with the same spirit. 

The close relationship with the Secretariat has been crucial in achieving what we have. The Secretary, 
Mr Shakeel Bhatti, will present in detail the work undertaken in this biennium, in his Report. I should 
like to also recognize the excellent work carried out by our small and compact Secretariat. All worked 
in a most professional way, and gave much of their free time to making it possible, today, to show all 
Parties that the Treaty is a reality, and can implement all its articles. The pivot and head of the whole 
Secretariat, Mr. Bhatti, deserves the thanks of us all, to which I should like to add my personal thanks. 

In closing 

On behalf of the Bureau of the Third Session of the Governing Body, I wish to thank, and pay tribute 
to, the Government and authorities of Tunisia, for generously hosting this Session of the Governing 
Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resource for Food and Agriculture. I should also 
like to mention the splendid arrangements that have been made, and the excellent organization with 
which the facilities, personnel and other resources have been put in place, and made ready for this 
meeting. 

I want to end my report by stressing the need to continue to give full support to the Treaty; to continue 
supporting and making operative its Funding Strategy; to continue supporting, perfecting and making 
the Multilateral System and its Benefit-sharing process ever more efficient; to continue building our 
understanding, and launching activities in the ambit of those remaining issues that have not yet been 
sufficiently addressed, issues such as Sustainable Use and Farmers’ Rights. In order to achieve this, 
we will need to develop mechanisms to make the Treaty more manageable and accountable, such as 
the Business Plan, and the compliance mechanism; to continue strengthening the importance and 
power of the Treaty’s Governing Body; to continue working on the Treaty’s specificities, as an 
independent body, under FAO, but with its own personality. Through the Treaty’s individual 
government and management structures, accountable to the Governing Body of the Treaty, we can 
pursue our highest objectives. 

As Chair of this Third Session of the Governing Body of the Treaty, I am totally in your hands. I am 
convinced that we will be able to make substantial progress, with your usual commitment, flexibility 
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and capacity for work. Our ultimate objectives—the conservation of all plant genetic resources for 
food and agriculture, its sustainable use, and the sharing of the benefits arising from this—are long-
term objectives. We pursue these objectives not only for our own benefit, but also for the benefit of 
generations to come, who, I am certain, will look back critically on what we do, our decisions, and the 
final outcome. If we work together, we will succeed in meeting the challenges before us. 
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APPENDIX E.2 

 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT 

GENETIC RESOURCES ON FOOD AND AGRICULTURE,  
MR SHAKEEL BHATTI 

 
 
 
Last month, UN Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon, and European Commission President, Emmanuel 
Barroso, both called for “a new multilateralism which is centred around the delivery of global public 
goods”, to address the interrelated crises of food, energy and climate. As the Secretary General put it 
at the Summit of the Americas:  

We need a new vision, a new paradigm, a new multilateralism. A multilateralism that is 
organized around delivering a set of global goods. A multilateralism that harnesses both 
power and principle. A multilateralism that recognizes the interconnected nature of global 
challenges.” 

Your Treaty, I believe, already exemplifies this new paradigm, and it is recognized as doing so even 
beyond the food and agriculture sector. Your Treaty was the first Treaty of the 21st century — and it 
remains at the cutting edge of such a new, results-driven and output-oriented multilateralism. Together 
we have made the Multilateral System of this Treaty into the first multilaterally managed global public 
good of the 21st century — a global genepool of more than 1.1 million samples of plant genetic 
material that you, the Contracting Parties, govern collectively and multilaterally. Through this 
genepool you control – and are responsible for - the basis of more than 80% of the world's food from 
plants, and our most important tool for adapting to climate change in agriculture in years to come.  

In the past 18 months, we have made this Multilateral System work. You will now address the other 
multilateral goods flowing from the Treaty, through multilateral benefit-sharing mechanisms that 
deliver concrete and sustained support to the conservation and improvement of food crops, particularly 
by those who maintain our agrobiodiversity. In summary, in just eighteen months, your Treaty has 
gone from a legal text to a practical reality for agriculture worldwide. 

In this transition from theory to practice, the Treaty foresees new and specific monitoring and 
guidance functions for you, as the Governing Body. At your second session, you set me, as your 
Secretary, a number of very demanding tasks in managing this transition. My secretariat and I have 
worked day and night since then with utmost dedication and effort, and I am happy to report to you 
today that all the main elements of the mandate that you gave me have been achieved, even though 
some activities could not be completed, because of resource constraints that we were under. We have 
had to work creatively within these constraints and I had to take some hard decisions. But with 
commitment, effort and prudent resource management, the concrete outcomes of this biennium's work 
are before you in the technical working documents of this session, and the functioning systems that 
they describe. We have tried to make our documents as transparent, complete and accessible as 
possible. You have, I hope you will agree, a solid information base for you to take your decisions and 
guide this Treaty.  

Achievements and results of the 2008-09 biennium 

I want first to sketch out for you the main results of an intense Work Programme, achieved despite 
significant under-funding of the Treaty at a much higher resource-to-results ratio than is usual.  

The Multilateral System 

As you decided at your First Session, my first focus has been “to make the Multilateral System 
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functional.” During the last biennium, I have put special effort into getting the various elements of the 
Multilateral System up and running. We have tried to give you, in the documents before you, as 
complete a picture as possible of the current state of play. Looking at it globally, I am convinced that 
all the necessary elements are functional, or require merely your final decisions.  

You adopted the Standard Material Transfer Agreement at your first meeting: it is working, and 
working well, but two things need to be addressed. A number of legal, technical and administrative 
uncertainties need attention, which will mean working closely with Providers and Recipients of 
genetic material worldwide, and this will be one of my priorities in the next biennium. Developing 
countries, in particular, will require assistance in factoring the Standard Material Transfer Agreement 
into their administrative practice. 

In our documents, I have drawn attention to the importance of having a clear and accurate picture of 
what is actually available “in” the Multilateral System. This requires a number of things: first, that 
countries—particularly developing countries—take the legal and administrative steps to identify their 
materials that, in accordance with the Treaty, are part of the Multilateral System; and that these be 
adequately documented, so that they can be used by plant breeders, farmers, researchers and others. 
Several Contracting Parties have already specifically informed me of the materials which are included 
in their countries. I would like to thank Brazil, Germany, Namibia, Netherlands, Switzerland, all the 
Nordic Countries, through their common genebank, and Zambia, as well as the first private sector 
bodies who have included material, namely PRO-MAIS36 and AFSA,37 both in association with the 
French National Institute of Agricultural Research.38 I am delighted to say that, through ever more 
efficient coordination and integration of existing information systems on agricultural plant genetic 
resources, the necessary documentation tools are being developed, in a wide partnership that we have 
been able to establish with the CGIAR Centres, the Global Crop Development Trust, and national and 
regional genebanks. 

As Contracting Parties, through the regionally representative Ad Hoc Committee on the Third Party 
Beneficiary, which you set up at your last Session, you have prepared and brought for decision to this 
Session a very coherent draft set of procedures for the Third Party Beneficiary, including 
recommendations for possible measures to contain costs; information to be made available by users, 
and a reporting schedule; as well as for the establishment of a roster of experts. 

However, if my review of the status of the Multilateral System tells us anything, it is that the 
Multilateral System and the implementation of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement are not self-
executing: we must engage with the System, we must manage the System and we must provide 
minimum support to users, to overcome initial uncertainties and hesitancies.  

Contracting Parties and users of the System have put many complex questions to me, and we need to 
be able to respond, if the Treaty and its systems are to be credible. Some non-technical examples 
include:  

 The farmer who needs to be assured that the seeds which his community has 
developed over generations will benefit humanity, and that he will, in his turn, have access to 
the seeds he needs in his farming system; 

 The genebank manager who needs to be convinced that his collections will also 
benefit from facilitated exchange.  

 The user who wants to ship seeds next week, but whose Legal Office is telling him it 

                                                      
36  L’Association pour l’Étude et l’Amélioration du Maïs. 
37  L’Association Française des Semences de cereals à paille et autres Autogames. 
38  INRA. 
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needs first to understand the meaning of a particular clause in the Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement;  

 The researcher who worries about the intellectual property rights over his research 
results;  

 The breeding company, perfectly willing to share benefits in accordance with the 
Treaty, but wanting legal certainty that it will not be accused of biopiracy.  

The Multilateral System is for all of them, and must interact transparently and honestly with all 
stakeholders. You as the Governing Body have the global, multilateral responsibility for governing 
this crucial genepool, and, as the Secretariat must translate your guidance into day-to-day management 
of the Treaty’s systems and interaction with stakeholder communities, we urgently need your 
decisions and guidance on this. 

My review has also put clearly before you what I believe are the priorities for the moment: to resolve 
the uncertainties that are preventing some Providers, including some Contracting Parties, from 
effectively incorporating their materials in the Multilateral System; and to document and make visible 
the materials that are in the Multilateral System, which is the sine qua non for addressing the 
challenges the world currently faces: climate change, population growth, and persistent poverty.  

The Funding Strategy 

A second pillar of the Treaty is the Funding Strategy. In the Ministerial Declaration which you 
adopted at your First Session and again, more recently, at your Second Session, you reaffirmed that 
the successful mobilization of adequate financial resources is essential to the implementation of the 
Treaty, and that the Funding Strategy is an essential element in this regard. You have adopted most of 
the necessary procedures, and established an Ad Hoc Advisory Committee to complete this work, and 
to develop a strategic plan for the implementation of the Funding Strategy, in particular appropriate 
mechanisms for its operationalization, and a fundraising strategy for the funds under the control of the 
Governing Body. 

There have been two quantum leaps which the Treaty has achieved under the Funding Strategy since 
your last session. First, in accordance with the mandate you gave it, to approve “small-scale projects 
[…] under exceptional circumstances”, your Bureau was able to open the first Call for Proposals under 
the Benefit-sharing Fund, and I am profoundly grateful to Norway, Italy, Spain and Switzerland for 
their generous contributions to the Benefit-sharing Fund, which made this possible. I wish to 
congratulate the Bureau, which has, just yesterday, in a marathon session, approved the first eleven 
benefit-sharing projects in the history of plant genetic resources. By successfully completing this first 
test-run of benefit-sharing under the Treaty, it has proved that international benefit-sharing within a 
binding legal architecture can work on a multilateral basis. These grants amount to a total cost of more 
than half a million US$. The ratio of needs expressed in the Call for Proposals in relation to funded 
projects may be low, but these first projects prove that the System can work - and that it is working. 
Through your Treaty, international benefit-sharing is now working in practice, on the ground, for 
those who conserved the plant genetic diversity that feeds us all, such as, concretely, through these 
newly funded projects: 

- the Andean farming community that needs to conserve in situ the crop, namely potato, 
that its center of origin has given to the world; 

- the African genetic resource center that is struggling to adapt its national crops to 
climate change and ensure food security; 

- the Asian NGO that is developing locally adapted cultivars for small scale enterprises 
to ensure local livelihoods; and 
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- the Near Eastern genebank that is conserving on farm and in vitro its rich local citrus 
varieties. 

The second advancement offers a concrete and practical perspective on how to address the needs that 
were expressed by very many agricultural stakeholders worldwide within a few weeks of the Call for 
Proposals: the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee that you nominated has submitted for your consideration, 
as you requested at your last session, a Strategic Plan for the Benefit-sharing Fund of the Funding 
Strategy. In preparing this plan, they benefited from the possibility that you gave them of drawing on 
the expertise of one of the best international fund-raising firms advising international institutions, and 
they based this Strategic Plan on models that have been successfully used by other funds, treaties or 
conventions. The Ad Hoc Advisory Committee also prepared the last and final Annex of the Funding 
Strategy, on transparent and precise Monitoring and Reporting, for your approval. These advances 
have brought the entire Funding Strategy to a stage where it can now, I believe, begin to fulfil its 
potential to provide tangible support for the three priorities which you have set at your last Session, 
namely on-farm conservation, sustainable use of plant genetic resources and information exchange, 
and, as the the Treaty says in Article 18.5, [I quote], “Priority being given to farmers in developing 
countries who conserve and sustainably use plant genetic resources”. Thus, the Treaty can complete 
the virtuous cycle of facilitating exchange and practically supporting the conservation and sustainable 
use of agricultural plant genetic resource, particularly by and for those who have developed and 
conserved them over the ages.  

Capacity-building 

At your Second Session, you decided to create a “Capacity Building Coordinating Mechanism” to 
support the national implementation of the Treaty, and called for voluntary contributions for this 
purpose. I am very pleased to say that we were able to put the mechanism in place as of May 2008. 
You also stressed the importance of collaboration between FAO, Bioversity International and the 
Treaty Secretariat, and with new bridges and a new partnership that we were able to create, we now 
have a Joint Capacity Building Programme with a budget of over US$ 1 million, through the 
generosity and commitment of Sweden and Spain. We now have a capacity to respond to countries 
that are seeking assistance in developing the policies, legislation, and institutional and administrative 
practices necessary to implement the Treaty. I am most grateful to Sweden and Spain for their 
sustained and substantial commitment to the Treaty.  

Developing the Secretariat 

As Susan Rice has recently said, “the global challenges we face demand global institutions that work” 
- and, I would add, that work efficiently. Efficiency and dynamic alignment of financial and human 
resources to the goals you have set have been my guidelines in establishing your Secretariat. I have an 
excellent interdisciplinary staff team, although they are over-extended, in the light of the enormous 
workload that they have shouldered. They believe in this Treaty, and have worked hours much longer 
than the norm. They have delivered results of very high quality under very high pressure. I would ask 
you to join me in recognizing this, and thanking them. 

I envisage the Secretariat as a lean, nimble and dynamic institution which, under your guidance, 
executes the management of a global public good transparently and multilaterally as foreseen by the 
Treaty. Multilateralism also means that the Secretariat should never attempt to substitute itself for 
stakeholders in the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resource. This would be a most 
wasteful and ineffective way of working. Instead, I have tried to create outcome-oriented partnerships, 
and have provided platforms for cooperation, so that the whole can be larger than any one input. The 
Treaty makes such a strategy explicit, for example, in Article 17, where the Global Information 
System will be built “based on existing information systems”. This has been my goal and my 
experience in this biennium has been that establishing and nurturing such partnerships involves a 
substantial ongoing investment of time and labour by the Secretariat, but this is a sine qua non of 
making the Treaty work.  
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I intend to continue with a transparent, good governance and Contracting Party-driven approach to 
establishing the Treaty’s operational, management and budget systems, and in this I seek your 
continued support, guidance and participation, so that the Treaty becomes a model of a forward-
looking and dynamic management for the 21st century, a small, flexible and new institution shining out 
of the grey of old and inefficient practices.  

Besides my staff, there are many people I want to thank for their support during an intense two years: 
first, you, Mr Chairman for the balanced and sensitive way in which you have guided us based on your 
experience of having participated in the Treaty process and negotiations for many years; the Bureau as 
a whole, which has been a constant source of support and wise advise; the Director-General and all my 
colleagues at FAO, especially Mr Modibo Traoré, Assistant Director-General for Agriculture, and Mr 
Shivaji Pandey, Director of the Plant Protection and Production Division, who have always made a 
special effort to support the Treaty and its Secretariat, even during a time of radical transformation of 
FAO itself; as well as my colleagues at the Commission on Genetic Resources and my predecessors in 
this work, Jose Esquinas Alcázar and Clive Stannard, for the inspiration and support that they have 
always given me.  

Financial matters 

You will, I hope, allow me to be frank about the very real financial problems which the Treaty has 
experienced. I have given you an un-whitewashed and very realistic account of these in our report on 
the implementation of the 2008/09 Work Programme and Budget. You would, I am sure, not want 
anything less from a Secretary who has the long-term health of your Treaty at heart. The 
unpredictability of both the level and the timing of voluntary contributions by Contracting Parties, 
combined with the lack of a Working Capital Reserve, created very real difficulties. I had to take some 
very hard decisions. Posts were left unfilled, and a number of important activities had to be cancelled, 
including planned training for National Focal Points, and capacity-building for developing countries. 
A large fraction of those that remained could only be realised because Italy generously allowed us the 
temporary use of funds it had contributed for other purposes to the Special Funds. If we have been 
able to advance the Treaty’s operational systems right across the board to the favourable position they 
are now in, this is due to only two things: the understanding and continuing support of Italy, and the 
absolute dedication of my small staff. As a result of this situation, until now the Treaty has been 
running on the midnight oil of the Secretariat staff. Unfortunately, it is my duty to tell you, Mr 
Chairman, that this cannot continue. It is not sustainable.  

I have laboured to give you transparent, realistic and accountable, state of the art budgeting and 
reporting. Like everyone, I am very aware of the current world financial crisis, and have worked to 
give you a responsible budget that is an absolute minimum level, if the Treaty is not to stand still, or 
even go backwards at this crucial juncture. Once more, I must be frank and crystal clear with you: the 
Treaty is not yet stable - financially or operationally. Despite intense work, its systems are still not 
fully operational, mature and recognized. The coming biennium will be critical in stabilizing the 
Treaty, its core operations and it political credibility. 

The Treaty in a changing world 

I would like to end on a personal note. When you first appointed me and I arrived in Rome in 2007, I 
found no Secretariat, no staff, no pre-existing infrastructure, no operational Treaty systems and no 
administrative procedures for the Secretariat: in other words, there was no tangible existence of the 
Treaty in the form of its global operational systems or a dedicated Secretariat. What I did find was a 
mountain of work for the start-up of the Treaty systems, and the simultaneous task of convening the 
Second Session of the Governing Body. For two years, I have had to work around the clock to make 
your Treaty work, and to carry out the tasks that you have set me do in your last Session. 

As we started to put in place the Secretariat and the Treaty’s operational structures, I began to see 
more clearly the tasks before us. I benefited greatly from close interaction with your excellent Bureau, 
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and with many Contracting Parties and from constant help of my colleagues at FAO. After one 
operational biennium, and half-way through my term of contract, I do feel that, though the Treaty is 
still fragile and its parts are at different stages of development, I can see the parts coming together. I 
hope that you will allow me, in closing, to share some of my reflections on the opportunities and 
challenges before the Treaty at this stage. 

First, since we had to build the Treaty’s administrative and financial procedures from the ground up, 
we were able to draw on evolving best practices, at the international level and in Rome. As the Bureau 
of the Governing Body has put it, the Treaty maintains its own distinctive governance and 
management structures, responsive to you as the Contracting Parties. I hope you will agree that the 
Treaty, as a unique institution, is accountable, transparent, dynamic, well governed, and value for 
money. Beyond the progress in one particular part or area of the Treaty or another, I feel that if there is 
anything through which I can make my own limited contribution to helping the Treaty for the future, it 
is by giving it such a governance and management structure from the very beginning. I hope that this 
would instill confidence in those Contracting Parties who may have had negative experiences in the 
past in the food and agriculture sector, and that it would allow them to distinguish the Treaty in this 
way from those negative experiences. I have done everything I can to make this the case. 

Second, the Treaty itself is becoming a model, in other international processes. Other United Nations 
bodies, such as the World Health Organization in its process on virus-sharing and benefit-sharing; the 
Convention on Biological Diversity in the elaboration of its international regime on access and 
benefit-sharing; and the UN Convention on Law of the Sea, in regard to the genetic resources of the 
deep sea-bed; are all looking at the Treaty as their reference in crafting customized multilateral 
systems. We must continue in the vanguard of public international law, implementing the law into 
practical operational systems for the global genepool and for supporting conservation and sustainable 
use through the Funding Strategy. 

Third, the Treaty is all about building bridges, connecting people, about pooling, collaborative, 
cooperative and common action. The Treaty is about the global community working together for food 
security, adaptation to climate change, and the sound management of agro-biodiversity, always 
keeping in focus the needs of farming communities and the poor and hungry. 

Fourth, one of the strengths of the Treaty is that it has a very specific subject matter, and practical 
objectives. It is fine-tuned to suit the needs of our community, the agricultural and plant genetic 
resources sector, building on thirty years of discussions, but the solutions it embodies are increasing 
relevant to many policy communities because they address the broadest global policy challenges we 
face today, including in the environment, trade and development sectors. 

Finally, the Treaty offers you—Governments and Ministries of Agriculture—a unique opportunity –to 
put agriculture back on the international policy map, to regain policy initiative for our sector, at a time 
when food security, particularly in the face of climate change, is one of the world’s hottest topics. 
Agriculture, as I am sure you, the representative of Ministries of Agriculture can attest, has for too 
many years been increasingly marginal in the larger debates. The world food crisis is turning this 
around, and a successful Treaty, going from strength to strength, will strengthen your hands and give 
you access to resources, in your own administrations, and on the international stage. Do not lose sight 
of this common opportunity for us as a sector, as you discuss your differences this week. 

For this reason, the Treaty community needs to keep in mind the bigger policy picture. The Treaty is 
more relevant than ever in the broader policy context: it is at the crossroads where many policy-
making processes converge: conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity; recognition of 
traditional knowledge; commerce and trade; sustainable economic growth and development; 
innovation policy and intellectual property; adaptation to climate change; food security policy, and 
above all the moral imperative to feed a still growing and often unacceptably poor world population. 

This week, the stakes are high for the Treaty, for you as Contracting Parties At this critical crossroads, 
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the future of this instrument lies in your hands. You here have the ability to put the Treaty on a long-
term trajectory, as a functioning, operational, consensual global system. I hope that the groundwork 
we have tried to do for you will assist you in this task, and wish you much wisdom in your work this 
week.  
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APPENDIX F 

CONTRACTING PARTIES AND CONTRACTING STATES  
AS OF 1 JUNE 2009 

 

 

Afghanistan 

Algeria 

Angola 

Armenia 

Australia 

Austria 

Bangladesh 

Belgium 

Benin 

Bhutan 

Brazil 

Bulgaria 

Burkina Faso 

Burundi 

Cambodia 

Cameroon 

Canada 

Central African Republic 

Chad 

Congo, Republic of 

Cook Islands 

Costa Rica 

Côte d'Ivoire 

Croatia* 

Cuba 

Cyprus 

Czech Republic 

Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea 

Democratic Republic of the 
Congo 

Denmark 

Djibouti 

Ecuador 

Egypt 

El Salvador 

Eritrea 

Estonia 

Ethiopia 

European Community 

Fiji 

Finland 

France 

Gabon 

Germany 

Ghana 

Greece 

Guatemala 

Guinea 

Guinea-Bissau 

Honduras 

Hungary 

Iceland 

India 

Indonesia 

Iran, Islamic Republic of 

Ireland 

Italy 

Jamaica 

Jordan 

Kenya 

Kiribati 

Kuwait 

Kyrgyz Republic* 

Lao People's Democratic 
Republic 

Latvia 

Lebanon 

Lesotho 

Liberia 

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

Lithuania 
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Luxembourg 

Madagascar 

Malawi 

Malaysia 

Maldives 

Mali 

Mauritania 

Mauritius 

Morocco 

Myanmar 

Namibia 

Netherlands 

Nicaragua 

Niger 

Norway 

Oman 

Pakistan 

Palau 

Panama 

Paraguay 

Peru 

Philippines 

Poland 

Portugal 

Qatar 

Republic of Korea  

Romania 

Saint Lucia 

Samoa 

Sao Tome and Principe 

Saudi Arabia 

Senegal 

Seychelles 

Sierra Leone 

Slovenia 

Spain 

Sudan 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Syrian Arab Republic 

Togo 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Tunisia 

Turkey 

Uganda 

United Arab Emirates 

United Kingdom 

United Republic of Tanzania

Uruguay 

Venezuela 

Yemen 

Zambia 

Zimbabwe 

*Contracting State 
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APPENDIX G.1 

OTHER STATEMENTS MADE DURING THE SESSION 

 

 

STATEMENT BY LA VIA CAMPESINA 

 

Statement  by Mr Alberto Gomez, International Coordination Committee, La Via Campesina,  
facilitated through the IPC (International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty), by social 

movements, including small scale farmers’ and Indigenous Peoples’ and other civil society 
organizations present in Tunis at the Third Session of the Governing Body of the International 

Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

 

The women and men who practice small-scale biodiverse farming not only create and conserve the 
world's crop genetic diversity but in the context of the food, climate, energy and economic crises, they 
provide the only solution for feeding the world's hungry. And the resilience and adaptabilty of these 
systems is our best defence against climate chaos. It is therefore urgent to implement legally-binding 
Farmers’ Rights. Realising these rights will underpin the dynamic conservation and sustainable use of 
agricultural biodiversity and will ensure equitable sharing of benefits – these are the principal goals of 
this Treaty.  
 

The monopoly privileges conferred on legal persons through intellectual property laws on seeds 
undermine farmers’ collective rights to sow, save, exchange and sell farm-grown seeds and these have 
facilitated concentration of ownership over seeds by a handful of multinational seed companies. These 
contribute to the destruction of cultural, spiritual and biological diversity and prevent the majority of 
farmers from conserving and sustainably using the millions of varieties of food crops they develop and 
adapt to changing needs and local agro-ecosystems.  
 

The ex situ gene banks and cultivated biodiversity are threatened in their very homelands and in their 
diversification, by contamination from patented GMOs, wars, and the lack of public finance necessary 
for the conservation of cultivated biodiversity. 
 

We therefore call on the Governing Body of the Treaty at its third session here in Tunis to implement 
the following proposals:  

 
1. Ensure all parties to the Treaty permit the collective rights of small-scale farmers, Indigenous 

Peoples and pastoralists:  
a. to conserve, use, exchange and sell any non-GM variety of farm-grown seeds39;  
b. protect their seeds from biopiracy and contamination by patented genes, including GMOs; 

and  
c. recognize and protect the farming social systems and cultures that conserve these seeds 

and associated traditional knowledge.  
 

2. Call a "state of emergency", in the context of the food, climate, energy and economic crises, in 
which all constraints to plant breeding - especially intellectual property over plant varieties and 

                                                      
39 Seeds in this context include all consumable and reproductive materials including grains, roots, grafts and cuttings etc.  
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germplasm - must be immediately suspended on the basis of ordre publique for, at least the 
duration of the crisis, because exclusive monopolies over plant varieties and germplasm limit 
diversity and farmers’ ability to adapt seeds. 

 
3. Commit to a biennial report on “The State of the World's Farmers and Farmers’ Rights” prepared 

by small scale farmers’ organisations, Indigenous Peoples and pastoralists, under an FAO or 
Treaty budget line for presentation and debate at each meeting of the Governing Body. The report 
should include the results and analysis of a questionnaire to governments on the national 
implementation of Farmers’ Rights.  

 
4. Create working groups of the Treaty comprising governments and civil society organisations 

including small-scale farmers organisations, Indigenous Peoples and pastoralists that will:  
 

a. oversee the conformity of practices with the rules of the Treaty by those who participate in 
the multilateral system of access and benefit sharing (MLS), and, in particular, to report to 
the Governing Body on instances of biopiracy affecting both species under Annex I of the 
Treaty and a wider range of species of importance to food and agriculture; 

 
b. define a framework for on-farm/in situ40 conservation of PGRFA, including in community 

controlled seed banks41, that protects and develops farmer-led innovation systems, 
including participatory plant breeding, and to secure financing for implementation; 

 
c. and, also with the CGIAR and the GCDT, define the role and effectiveness of ex situ gene 

banks and a code of practice for unrestricted access and use by, and benefit sharing with, 
small-scale farmers, Indigenous Peoples and pastoralists, who are the originators of the 
stored seeds. Any funding to ex situ conservation should be dependent on and linked to 
prior funding for on-farm/in situ conservation on small farms. 

If the Governing Body of the Treaty is not able to meet these demands, we, representatives of small 
scale food producers including farmers, Indigenous Peoples and pastoralists and support NGOs call 
upon a coalition of States, who are willing, to implement these rights immediately and to work with us 
for a separate Protocol on Farmers’/Peasants’ Rights that will include these measures under another 
governing body in FAO (e.g. CGRFA, CFS) or the Human Rights Council. 

 

                                                      
40 As defined in the Leipzig GPA and by small-scale farmers movements. 
41 Community controlled seed banks include the full range from family and household -based collections that are exchanged 
within the community up to and including a formal community facility. 
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APPENDIX G.2 

 

 

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARIAT OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION 
ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW (UNCITRAL) RECEIVED IN WRITING DURING 

THE SESSION 
 

 The UNCITRAL Secretariat would like to express its appreciation to the Chairman of the 
Third Session and the Secretariat of the Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
for the invitation to the UNCITRAL Secretariat to attend the Third Session of the Treaty Governing 
Body and to submit a statement. We note with appreciation that working document IT/GB-3/09/18 on 
the status of cooperation with other international organizations summarizes in paragraph 51 our 
cooperation with the Treaty Secretariat so far. We discuss briefly below our cooperation with the 
Treaty Secretariat on the three areas of common interest, that is, electronic commerce, arbitration and 
security interests, referring also to the relevant texts of UNCITRAL. 
 

 In the area of electronic commerce, UNCITRAL has prepared several texts widely considered 
as global standards in the field, including the United Nations Convention on the Use of Electronic 
Communications in International Contracts (2005), the UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic 
Signatures (2001) and the UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Commerce (1996). The use of the 
relevant provisions of these texts in conjunction with the Standard Material Transfer Agreement 
(“SMTA”) may be particularly desirable in light of the supranational nature of those provisions and of 
their compatibility with all levels of economic and technological development. Accordingly, the 
UNCITRAL Secretariat looks forward to continuing the fruitful cooperation with the Treaty 
Secretariat with a view to adopting an effective and efficient enabling legislative environment for the 
SMTA operations taking place through electronic means. 
 

 In the area of International Commercial Arbitration and Conciliation, UNCITRAL has 
prepared several well known and widely adopted texts, including the UNCITRAL Model Law on 
International Commercial Arbitration (1985, amended in 2006), the UNCITRAL Model Law on 
International Commercial Conciliation (2002), the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules (1976) and the 
UNCITRAL Conciliation Rules (1980). UNCITRAL is also responsible for the promotion of the 
Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards (1958). So far, the 
UNCITRAL Secretariat shared its expertise in this field with the Ad Hoc Third-Party Beneficiary 
Committee and provided advice on a number of substantive and procedural questions regarding the 
dispute resolution mechanism under the SMTA and the roles and responsibilities of the Third Party 
Beneficiary (“TPB”). Information and material relevant to the establishment of the TPB Procedures on 
mediation have also been communicated. The UNCITRAL Secretariat is ready to explore further 
support which could be provided in the field of dispute resolution to facilitate implementation of the 
International Treaty. The Treaty Governing Body may wish to note that a revised version of the 
UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules, reflecting modern international arbitration practice, and including 
standards acceptable in all legal traditions, are scheduled for adoption by UNCITRAL AT ITS 43rd 
session to be held in New York from 21 June to 9 July 2010. 
 

 In the area of Security Interests, UNCITRAL has prepared the UNCITRAL Legislative Guide 
on Secure Transactions (2007) and the United Nations Convention on the Assignment of Receivables 
in International Trade (2001). These texts are designed to promote access to secured credit, which is 
likely to assist all countries, in particular developing countries with economies in transition, in their 
economic development and in fighting poverty. The Treaty Governing Body may wish to note that 
UNCITRAL is in the process of preparing a Supplement of the UNCITRAL Legislative Guide on 
Secured Transactions dealing with security interest in intellectual property. Further to a discussion 
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between the Treaty Secretariat and the UNCITRAL Secretariat, the Supplement recognizes that plant 
genetic resources may be protected by intellectual property rights and have value to be used as security 
for credit. The Treaty Secretariat may wish to participate in the work of the relevant UNCITRAL 
Working Group which is scheduled to be completed at the 43rd session of UNCITRAL in 2010. 



IT/GB-03/09/Report Appendix G, page 1 

 

 

APPENDIX G.3 

 

 

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF MR. AHMED DJOGHLAF, EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY, CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to address this meeting and to provide you with an update of 

ongoing activities under the framework of the Convention on Biological Diversity of relevance to this 
Governing Body. 
 

More than a year ago, the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties was held in Bonn, 
Germany, in May 2008. As we approach the target date of 2010, a major effort is being made by 
Parties to the Convention to achieve the target of a significant reduction of the current rate of 
biodiversity loss by 2010, adopted by Heads of State at the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development in 2002.   
 

Of particular interest to the Governing Body are the new developments related to: 
 
 1) The extension of the mandate of the Working Group on Access and Benefit-sharing (decision 
IX/12) with instruction to finalize the negotiation of the international regime by the first quarter of 
2010, as well as 
 
2) Further work on the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation. 
 
I would therefore like to focus briefly on recent developments in these two areas of work of the 
Convention. 
 
 Negotiations of the International Regime on Access and Benefit-sharing 
 

With respect to access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing, the expected adoption of the 
International Regime on Access and Benefit-sharing will be a major contribution to the full and 
effective implementation of the Convention and its three objectives.    

 

At its ninth meeting, the Conference of the Parties adopted a calendar of meetings to achieve 
this objective and decided that the Working Group on ABS should meet three times prior to its tenth 
meeting, in October 2010. 

 

In addition, in order to inform the negotiation process regarding key substantive issues, the 
COP decided to establish three distinct groups of technical and legal experts on: (i) compliance; (ii) 
concepts, terms, working definitions and sectoral approaches; and (iii) traditional knowledge 
associated with genetic resources. 

 

The expert group on concepts, terms, working definitions and sectoral approaches, which met 
in Namibia in December 2008, examined some basic terminology relevant to the international regime, 
in particular the different ways of understanding biological resources, genetic resources, derivatives 
and products with a view to the development of the scope and the main components of the 
International Regime on Access and Benefit-sharing. Furthermore, distinct sectoral approaches were 
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identified and discussed. With reference to the ITPGRFA, experts noted that, while many lessons 
could be drawn from the ITPGRFA, the agricultural sector is unique due to a number of factors and, 
therefore, the Treaty is a special case addressing a specific sub-sector.  

 

The expert group on compliance, which met in Japan, in January 2009, addressed one of the 
most important concerns of provider countries: how to ensure compliance with their ABS 
requirements and how to ensure compliance with access and benefit-sharing contracts once the genetic 
resources have left the provider country.  Issues related to access to justice and to the enforcement of 
foreign judgments in situations of breach of compliance with ABS obligations therefore were further 
explored in order to determine whether and how they will need to be addressed by the international 
regime on ABS. 

 

 The reports of these meetings fed into the 7th meeting of the Working Group on ABS held at 
UNESCO, Paris from 2-8 April, 2009. 

 

The 3rd expert group meeting on the subject of traditional knowledge associated with genetic 
resources will be held from 16-19 June, in Hyderabad, India. Experts will consider what measures 
should be included in the international regime to ensure that indigenous and local communities obtain 
a fair share of the benefits deriving from the use of their knowledge associated with genetic resources 
and that access to such knowledge is subject to their prior informed consent. This matter will then be 
taken up by the Working Group at the 8th meeting, in November 2009. 

 

At COP 9, the Parties also requested the Executive Secretary to commission a study, among 
others, on how an international regime on access and benefit-sharing could be in harmony and be 
mutually supportive of the mandates of and coexist alongside other international instruments and 
forums that govern the use of genetic resources, such as the International Treaty. The study addressing 
the ITPGRFA was carried out by Ms. Jane Bulmer of the IUCN Environmental Law Centre and 
presented by the author during a side event at the 7th meeting of the Working Group on ABS. The 
study offers a comprehensive overview of the developing international regime on ABS, the ITPGRFA 
and the FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, and analyzes their 
respective relationships. The study identifies different options for addressing the relationship between 
the international regime on ABS and the relevant regimes under the FAO.  

The Working Group met in Paris from 2 to 8 April 2009 for its first meeting since COP-9, to 
advance the process with regard to the objective and scope of the Regime, as well as the main 
components related to compliance, fair and equitable benefit-sharing, and access. The issues of the 
legal nature of the International Regime, as well as the remaining main components traditional 
knowledge associated with genetic resources and capacity building will be addressed at the eighth 
meeting of the Working Group on ABS in Montreal. Then, at its ninth meeting, to be held from 18 to 
24 March 2010, the Working Group is to consolidate all operational and submit the final text to the 
tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties for adoption.  

 

As you will appreciate from this brief overview of developments, significant progress is being 
made in the negotiations of the international regime.   

 

Finally, I would like to highlight the special attention given to the ITPGRFA during the 
negotiations of the International Regime. As the only fully operational international access and 
benefit-sharing system for plant genetic resources, the Treaty offers important lessons learned. The 
negotiators of the International Regime are indeed mindful of the existence of the ITPGRFA as a 
precedent. Its role in relation to the International Regime has been particularly addressed in the 
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discussions on scope at the most recent meeting of the Working Group.  

 

In this regard, I would also like to express our gratitude to the Secretary of the ITPGRFA, Dr. 
Shakeel Bhatti and the staff of the Secretariat for their continuous support during the negotiations. In 
response to a request by COP-9, the Secretariat of the ITPGRFA presented a comprehensive overview 
on the “Information technology work on operations of the Multilateral System”, as well as a briefing 
on progress of the ITPGRFA during a side-event at the recent seventh meeting of the Working Group 
on ABS in Paris, France. The event was very well attended and provided the participants with valuable 
information for the ongoing negotiations. I encourage the Secretary and the staff of the Secretariat of 
the ITPGRFA to continue supporting the negotiations, sharing their experiences and updating 
delegates on the progress of the ITPGRFA.  

 

Global Strategy for Plant Conservation 
 
Turning now to the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, in line with the multi-year 

programme of work of the Conference of the Parties up to 2010, the Ninth meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties noted that the Strategy has provided a useful framework to harmonize and bring together 
various initiatives and programmes in plant conservation at both the national and regional levels. 
Indeed, the Strategy has been notably successful in stimulating the engagement of the botanical and 
plant conservation communities in the work of the Convention, through, inter alia, the establishment 
of national, regional and global networks, including in particular the Global Partnership for Plant 
Conservation, of which UN FAO and Bioversity International are key players. The national 
implementation of the Strategy provides opportunities for addressing the Millennium Development 
Goals especially poverty reduction (goal 1), the health crisis (goal 6) and environmental sustainability 
(goal 7).  

 
However, it was noted that while the emerging global environmental challenges, namely, the 

impact of climate change and nutrient loading were not addressed during the formulation of the 
Strategy, there was ample opportunity to address these further during the implementation of targeted 
activities under the existing targets. 

 
The ninth Conference of the Parties, among others, requested the Subsidiary Body on 

Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to provide, prior to its tenth meeting, proposals for a 
consolidated update of the Strategy, taking into account the Plant Conservation Report, the third 
edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook, the fourth national reports and additional inputs from the 
Global Partnership for Plant Conservation and other relevant organizations.  
 

In response to these decisions, a Liaison Group will consider options for development and 
update of the Strategy beyond 2010, make recommendations for a framework to update and/or revise 
the targets, prepare preliminary proposals for presentation to the next meeting of the SBSTTA and 
provide guidance on how these proposals should link to the overall process of the 2010 target review.  

 
Of specific relevance to this meeting is Target 9 of the Strategy (‘70% of the genetic diversity 

of crops and other major socio economically valuable species conserved and associated indigenous 
and local knowledge maintained’). The in depth review and consultation with partners and 
stakeholders indicated that good progress had been made in addressing this target. There was an 
indication for the need to increase the threshold for this target beyond 2010 especially given the 
increasing challenge of climate change and the rapid loss of associated indigenous and local 
knowledge.  Further, it was noted that there is a need to enhance implementation at national level, 
through improved and increased interaction between the ITPGRFA focal points and CBD, including 
Global Strategy for Plant Conservation focal points.  Undoubtedly, the outcomes of the 2nd State of the 
World report on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture will provide a useful baseline for 
further reviewing this target beyond 2010.  



Appendix G, page 4 IT/GB-3/09/Report 

 

 
I therefore welcome the ITPGRFA constituency and its partners to continue to implement 

target 9 and other related targets of the Strategy, and further provide proposals for the review and 
update of the Strategy and specifically target 9, beyond 2010.  

 
The CBD Secretariat looks forward to continued collaboration with the FAO, and the 

Secretariat of the ITPGRFA.  Clearly, and as provided in the text of the ITPGRFA itself, there are 
many areas of mutual interest in the work of our respective institutions.   
 

I wish you every success in the continuation of your deliberations in the course of the Third 
Session of the Governing Body of the ITPGRFA, confident that they are in harmony with the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, and will also contribute to and complement the work of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, especially with regard to access to genetic resources and benefit-
sharing, the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, as well as our other activities in the area of how 
biodiversity underpins food and agriculture. 
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APPENDIX G.4 

 

 

STATEMENTOF THE INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE PROTECTION OF 
NEW VARIETIES OF PLANTS (UPOV) 

 

Reference was made, in the context of agenda item 14, Farmers’ Rights, to the International Union for 
the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV). I thank you for the opportunity to make some 
remarks. 

 

The International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) is an intergovernmental 
organization, established by the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants 
(the “UPOV Convention”). The Mission of UPOV, based on the UPOV Convention, is: “To provide 
and promote an effective system of plant variety protection, with the aim of encouraging the 
development of new varieties of plants, for the benefit of society.” 

 

As of May 26, 2009, UPOV has 67 members. Furthermore, 17 States and one intergovernmental 
organization have initiated, with the Council of UPOV, the procedure for becoming members of the 
Union and 45 other States have been in contact with the Office of the Union for assistance in the 
development of legislation on plant variety protection. UPOV members grant more than 10,000 titles 
of protection per year. Those titles concern new plant varieties of more than 2000 genera and species. 
New varieties increase biodiversity. They are valuable plant genetic resources and, thanks to the 
breeder’s exemption under the UPOV Convention, they can be freely used for further breeding. In this 
context, it is important to clarify that plant variety protection is independent from seed and market 
regulations.  

 

In the UPOV Report on the Impact of Plant Variety Protection, the former Secretary-General of 
UPOV explained that “the introduction of the UPOV system of plant variety protection and 
membership of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) can open 
a door to economic development, particularly in the rural sector. […] an important conclusion is that 
the UPOV system of plant variety protection provides an effective incentive for plant breeding in 
many different situations and in various sectors, and results in the development of new, improved 
varieties of benefit for farmers, growers and consumers. In the same Report, Ing. Enriqueta Molina 
Macías, Director, National Service for Inspection and Seed Certification (SNICS), Mexico and former 
President of the UPOV Council stated that “as a representative of a developing country, it has been 
particularly interesting to see that, in addition to the benefits seen from the introduction of plant 
variety protection based on the UPOV Convention, specific positive impacts have been seen with 
regard to membership of UPOV. […] As the study concludes ‘farmers, growers and breeders have 
access to the best varieties produced by breeders throughout UPOV member territories’.” 

 

UPOV supports the view that the instruments dealing with genetic resources and relevant international 
instruments dealing with intellectual property rights, including the UPOV Convention, should be 
mutually supportive. In that respect, UPOV has noted that the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture (IT), Article 9 states as follows: 

 

“9.2 The Contracting Parties agree that the responsibility for realizing Farmers’ Rights, as 
they relate to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, rests with national 
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governments. In accordance with their needs and priorities, each Contracting Party should, as 
appropriate, and subject to its national legislation, take measures to protect and promote 
Farmers’ Rights, […]” 

 

“9.3 Nothing in this Article shall be interpreted to limit any rights that farmers have to save, 
use, exchange and sell farm-saved seed/propagating material, subject to national law and as 
appropriate.” 

 

On that basis, the IT can be implemented in a mutually supportive way with national law 
implementing the UPOV Convention. 

 

The UPOV Convention contains a compulsory exception to the breeder’s right whereby the breeder’s 
right does not extend to acts done privately and for non-commercial purposes. Therefore, activities of 
subsistence farmers, where these constitute acts done privately and for non-commercial purposes, are 
excluded from the scope of the breeder’s right and such farmers freely benefit from the availability of 
protected new varieties. 

The provision in the 1991 Act of the UPOV Convention on “farm-saved seed” is an optional 
mechanism provided by the UPOV Convention, under which UPOV members may permit farmers, on 
their own farms, to use part of their harvest of a protected variety for the planting of a further crop. 
Under this provision, members of UPOV are able to adopt solutions, which are specifically adapted to 
their agricultural circumstances. However, this provision is subject to reasonable limits and requires 
that the legitimate interests of the breeder are safeguarded, to ensure there is a continued incentive for 
the development of new varieties of plants, for the benefit of society. For example, certain members of 
UPOV apply the provision on farm-saved seed only to certain species and limit its application using 
criteria such as the size of the farmer’s holding or the level of production.  

 

The Office of UPOV would be glad to provide information on: 

- provisions of the UPOV Convention, 

  in particular the 

- conditions of protection; 
- scope of protection; 
- exceptions to the breeder’s right; 

- the functioning of the UPOV system; 

- its impact and benefits. 
 

It is important to note that the use of traditional varieties is not prevented by the implementation of the 
UPOV system. Furthermore, under the UPOV system: 

- private and non commercial use of a protected variety is not subject to the breeder’s 
authorization; 
- the saving of seed of a protected variety may be permitted (within limits and while 
respecting the breeder’s interests); 
- the breeder’s exemption also applies to farmers; 
- the protection is limited in time. 
 

In conclusion, there is no obstacle to implement Article 9 of the International Treaty in a mutually 
supportive way with the UPOV Convention. 
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APPENDIX H 

SELECTION OF CANDIDATES AND APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE GLOBAL CROP DIVERSITY TRUST 

 

 

The Governing Body,  

 

Recalling the terms of the Relationship Agreement between the Global Crop Diversity Trust and the 
Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and 
the importance of the Trust’s work in safeguarding globally important crop diversity;  

Noting the Interim and Normal Selection and Appointment Procedures set out in document, 
Relationship between the Governing Body and the Global Crop Diversity Trust42; 

Further recalling that, in accordance with the Interim Procedures, the Governing Body, at its First 
Session, delegated to the Bureau the power of appointment of the first four members of the Executive 
Board of the Global Crop Diversity Trust to be appointed by the Governing Body;  

Conscious that a further decision of the Governing Body is required in order to make the Normal 
Selection and Appointment Procedures fully operational;  

decided as follows: 

i. To delegate to the Bureau the power to select and appoint members of the Executive Board to 
the Global Crop Diversity Trust to replace those members whose term will expire during the 
intersessional period between the Third and Fourth Sessions of the Governing Body. The 
Bureau should consult Contracting Parties on the nomination of candidates and should consult 
with the Selection Committee appointed by the Donor Council of the Global Crop Diversity 
Trust to ensure regional balance and balance of skills; 

ii. To appoint the Bureau to oversee the selection process for the appointments to be made in 
2012, in accordance with the Normal Selection and Appointment Procedures; 

iii. To delegate to the Bureau the power to take action to fill any unforeseen vacancies that may 
arise in the intersessional period between the Third and Fourth Sessions of the Governing 
Body, in consultation with Contracting Parties and with the Selection Committee appointed by 
the Donor Council as set out in paragraph i. above; and   

iv. To request the Bureau, in conjunction with the Secretariat and on the basis of its experience 
with application of the Normal Selection and Appointment Procedures during the 
intersessional period between the Third and Fourth Sessions of the Governing Body, to 
prepare a report for presentation to the Fourth Session of the Governing Body on possible 
options for simplification of the Normal Selection and Appointment Procedures. 

 

 

                                                      
42  IT/GB-1/06/14 
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APPENDIX I 
 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
 
 

Working Documents 
 
 

IT/GB-3/09/1 Rev.1 Draft Provisional Agenda Rev.1. 

IT/GB-3/09/2 Draft Provisional Annotated Agenda and Indicative Time-table 

IT/GB-3/09/3 Report of the Chairperson 

IT/GB-3/09/4 Report of the Secretary  

IT/GB-3/09/5 Financial Rules of the Governing Body 

IT/GB-3/09/5 Add 1 Financial Rules of the Governing Body – Background Information 

IT/GB-3/09/6 Rev. 1 Draft Procedures and operational mechanisms to promote compliance 
and to address issues of non-compliance Rev.1 

IT/GB-3/09/7 Report of the Co-Chairs of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the 
Funding Strategy 

IT/GB-3/09/8 Rev.1 Report on actions taken by the Secretary on the implementation of the 
Funding Strategy 

IT/GB-3/09/9 Consideration of the Business Plan of the Governing Body 

IT/GB-3/09/10 Report from the Global Crop Diversity Trust 

IT/GB-3/09/11 Rev.1 Report of the Chair of the Ad Hoc Third Party Beneficiary Committee 

IT/GB-3/09/12 Assessment of progress in the inclusion in the Multilateral System of 
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture held by natural and 
legal persons 

IT/GB-3/09/13 Review of the implementation of the Multilateral System 

IT/GB-3/09/14 Review of the implementation and operation of the Standard Material 
Transfer Agreement 

IT/GB-3/09/15 Review of the implementation of the Material Transfer Agreement 
being used by the International Agricultural Research Centers of the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research and other 
relevant international institutions, for plant genetic resources for food 
and agriculture not included in Annex I of the Treaty 

IT/GB-3/09/16 Implementation of Article 6 

IT/GB-3/09/17 Cooperation between the Governing Body and the Commission on 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, and coordination of their 
fields of intergovernmental work 

IT/GB-3/09/18 Progress report on partnerships, synergies and cooperation with other 
organizations 

IT/GB-3/09/19 Matters arising from the Report of the Independent External Evaluation 
of FAO related to the Treaty 
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IT/GB-3/09/20 Rev.1 Work Programme and Budget 2008-09: Financial Report 

IT/GB-3/09/21 Draft Work Programme and Budget for the 2010/2011 Biennium 

IT/GB-3/09/21 Add. 1 Addendum 1 to the Draft Work Programme and Budget for the 2010-11 
Biennium: possible supporting activities to be funded by Contracting 
Parties under the Special Fund for Agreed Purposes 

 
Information Documents 

 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf.1 List of documents 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf.2 Statement of competence and voting rights submitted by the European 
Community (EC) and its member states 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf.3 Compilation and analysis of submissions made by contracting Parties 
and observers on procedures and mechanisms to promote compliance 
and address issues of non-compliance 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf.4 Report of the expert consultations on information technologies to 
support the implementation of the Multilateral System 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 5 Compilation of Submissions Sent by Contracting Parties, Other 
Governments, and Relevant Institutions and Organizations on the 
Implementation of Article 6 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 5 Add.1 Addendum: Compilation of Submissions Sent by Contracting Parties, 
Other Governments, and Relevant Institutions and Organizations on 
the Implementation of Article 6 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 6 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 6 Add.1 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 6 Add.2 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 6 Add.3 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 6 Add.4 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 6 Add.5 

Collection of views and experiences submitted by Contracting Parties 
and other relevant organizations on the Implementation of Article 9 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 7 Report on FAO activities related to the supporting components of the 
Treaty 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 8 Draft fund disbursement strategy of the Global Crop Diversity Trust 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 9 Compilation of submissions made by Contracting Parties on the 
implementation of the Funding Strategy 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 10 Pollinators: Neglected Biodiversity of Importance to Food and 
Agriculture 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf. 11 Report by the Bureau on the First Project Cycle of the Benefit-sharing 
Fund 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf.12 The Draft Business Plan of the Governing Body 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf.13 
Rev.1 

List of observers who have requested approval to be represented at the 
Third Session of the Governing Body in accordance with rule VII.2 of 
the Rules of procedure 

IT/GB-3/09/Inf.15 Experience of the CG Centres with the Implementation of the 
Agreements with the Governing Body, with particular reference to the 
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Use of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement for Annex I and 
Non-Annex 1 Crops 

IT/GB-2/09/Inf.5 
(from the Second 
Session of the 
Governing Body) 

Compilation and analysis of submissions made by Contracting Parties 
and observers on compliance  

IT/GB-1/06/Inf.7  
(from the First Session 
of the Governing Body) 

Compilation of submissions and comments on the draft procedures and 
mechanisms to promote compliance and to address issues of non-
compliance 

 

Other Documents 
 

Reports of previous meetings 
 

GB-1/06/REPORT Report of the First Session of Governing Body of the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
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CONTRACTING PARTIES 

PARTIES CONTRACTANTES 

PARTES CONTRATANTES 

 

AFGHANISTAN - AFGANISTÁN 

 

Delegate 
Mr Abdul GHAFOOR AZIZI 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Irrigation and Livestock 
Karta-e Sakhi 
Kabul 
Phone: +93 20 700207045 
Email: mansorjan786@yahoo.com  

 

ALGERIA - ALGÉRIE - ARGELIA 

 

Délégué 
M. Abdelhamid HEMDANI 
Sous Directeur 
Protection des Patrimoines Génétiques 
Ministère de l'Agriculture et de 
Développement Rural 
Phone: + 213 21743290 
Email: hhemdani@yahoo.fr  

 

Suppléant(s) 
M. Salah CHOUAKI 
Chargé de la Recherche et Développement 
Rural 
Coordinateur du groupe scientifique et 
technique pour l'alimentation et 
l'agriculture 
Institut National de la Recherche 
Agronomique (INRAA) 

 

ANGOLA 

 

Délégué 
Mme. Elizabeth MATOS 
Président 
Comité national des ressources 
phytogénétiques 
Prédio CNIC-U.A.N. 
Av. Revolução de Outubro 
10043 (BG) Luanda 
Phone: +244 222 325673-321688 
Email: cnrf@ebonet.net  
fitogen@ebonet.net  

 

Suppléant(s) 
Mme. Maria  Antonieta COELHO 
Professeur de Droit de Ressources 
Naturelles 
Centre National des Ressources 
Phytogénétiques 
Prédio ex-CNIC - U.A.N. 
Av. Revolução de Outubro 
C.P.10043 (BG) Luanda 
Phone: +244 912 206707 
Email: fitogen@ebonet.net  
cnrf@ebonet.net   
mamrcoelho@snet.co.ao  

 

ARMENIA - ARMÉNIE 

 

Delegate 
Ms Alvina AVAGYAN 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
Senior Scientific Researcher 
State Agrarian University 
Yerevan 
Phone: +37 410 521305 
Fax: +37 410 524610 
Email: alvinaav@mail.ru  
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AUSTRALIA - AUSTRALIE 

 

Delegate 
Ms Fiona BARTLETT 
Counsellor (Agricultural Affairs) 
Alternate Permanent Representative to 
FAO 
Embassy of Australia  
Via Antonio Bosio, 5  
00161 Rome  
Italy 
Phone: +39 0685272376 - 06852721 
Fax: +39 0685272346 
Email: fiona.bartlett@dfat.gov.au  

 

Alternate(s) 
Ms Emily COLLINS 
Assistant to the Agricultural Counsellor 
Australian Embassy 
Via Antonio Bosio, 5 
00161 Rome 
Italy 
Phone: +39 0685272376 
Fax: +39 0685272300 
Email: emily.collins@dfat.gov.au  

 

AUSTRIA - AUTRICHE 

 

Delegate 
Ms Hedwig WÖGERBAUER 
Head  
Division III 3 (FAO, OECD, Food Aid, 
Economic Provision) 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management 
Stubenring 12 
1012 Vienna 
Phone: +43 1 71100 2812 
Fax: +43 1 71100 2959 
Email: 
Hedwig.woegerbauer@lebensministerium.at  

 

Alternate(s) 
Ms Cosima HUFLER 
Division V/9 (International Environmental 
Affairs) 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management 
Stubenbastei 5 
1010 Vienna 
Phone: +43 1 51522 1611 
Email: 
cosima.hufler@lebensministerium.at  

 

BANGLADESH 

 

Delegate 
Mr A.K.M Abdul AWAL MAZUMDER 
Additional Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Government of Bangladesh 
Bangladesh Secretariat  
Building - 4  
Dhaka 1000  
Phone: +880 2 7167271 
Fax: +880 2 7163799 
Email: akmawal12@yahoo.com  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Rafiqul Islam MONDAL 
Chief Scientific Officer 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) 
New Airport Road 
Farmgate 
Dhaka - 1215 
Phone: +88 02 8131030 
Fax: +88 02 8113032 - 9118226 
Email: rafiqulmondal@yahoo.com  
barc@bdmail.net  
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BELGIUM - BELGIQUE - BÉLGICA 

 

Délégué 
M. Hugo VERBIST 
Conseiller 
Representant permanent suppleant auprès 
de la FAO 
Ambassade de Belgique 
Bureau FAO, PAM et FIDA 
Via dei Monti Parioli, 49 
00197 Rome 
Italie 
Phone: +39 063609511 
Fax: +39 063226935 
Email: RomeFAO@diplobel.fed.be  

 

BENIN - BÉNIN 

 

Délégué 
M. Aly DJIMA 
Sélectionneur, spécialiste des semences 
Point focal national des ressources 
phytogénétiques 
CRA-SB/INRAB 
P.O. 03 
Attogon 
Phone: +229 95067763 
Email: aldjim5@yahoo.fr  
djima.aly@coraf.org  

 

BHUTAN - BHOUTAN - BHUTÁN 

 

Delegate 
Mr Tashi Yangzome DORJI 
Program Director 
National Biodiversity Centre  
Ministry of Agriculture 
Post Box No.875, NBC 
Thimphu 
Phone: +975 2 351417 
Fax: +975 2 351219 
Email: yangzome3@gmail.com  
nbc@druknet.bt  
tdorji@yahoo.com  

 

BRAZIL - BRÉSIL - BRASIL 

 

Delegate 
Mr Saulo Arantes CEOLIN 
First Secretary 
Office of the Under Secretary-General for 
Political Affairs 
Ministry of External Relations 
SGAP-I, Annex I, Room 232 
70170-900 Brasilia - DF 
Phone: +55 61 34118724 - 8730 
Fax: +55 61 34118723 
Email: saulo@mre.gov.br  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Romero GONÇALVES FERREIRA 
MAIA FILHO 
Second Secretary 
Alternate Permanent Representative to 
FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Federative 
Republic of Brazil 
Via di Santa Maria dell'Anima 32  
00186 Rome  
Italy 
Phone: +39 06 68307576 - 68398426 - 
6789353 
Fax: +39 06 68398802 
Email: rmaia@brafao.it  

 
Mr Gustavo DE BRITO FREIRE 
PACHECO 
Second Secretary 
Environment Division 
Ministry of External Relations 
Esplanada dos Ministérios, Block H 
Brasilia DF 70043900 
Phone: +55 61 34118458 
Email: gpacheco@mre.gov.br  

 
Mr Lidio CORADIN 
Genetic Resources Programme 
Ministry of Environment 
Secretariat of Biodiversity Conservation 
SCEN Trecho 02 B1H-IBAMA Sede 
Setor de Clubes Esportivos Norte 
70818-900 Brasilia 
Phone: +55 61 40099578 
Fax: +55 61 40099593 
Email: lidio.coradin@mma.gov.br  
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Mr Leontino REZENDE TAVEIRA 
Advisor 
Department of Intellectual Property and 
Agriculture Technology 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and 
Food Supply 
Bloco D, Anexo A, sala 233 
Brasilia DF 70043900 
Phone: +55 61 32182921 - 32182361 
Fax: +55 61 33220676 
Email: leontino@agricultura.gov.br  

 
Mr Álvaro Antônio NUNES VIANA 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and 
Food Supply  
Esplanada dos Ministérios, Block D 
Brasilia DF 70043900 

 
Ms Maria Jose AMSTALDEN MORAES 
SAMPAIO 
Policy Advisor Research and Development 
Brazilian Agricultural Research 
Corporation (EMBRAPA) 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and 
Food Supply 
Esplanada dos Ministérios, Block D 
Brasilia DF 
Phone: +55 61 4484553 
Fax: +55 61 3471041 
Email: zeze.sampaio@embrapa.br  
zezesampaio@yahoo.com  

 
Ms Rosa Miriam DE VASCONCELOS 
Advisory Office for Technology Inovation 
Brazilian Agricultural Research 
Corporation 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and 
Food Supply 
Parque Estacao Biololgica PqEB - Av. 
W3 Norte (final) 
Ed. Sede Caixa Postal 040315 
CEP 70770 - 901 Brasilia - DF 
Phone: +55 61 3448 4825 
Fax: +55 61 3347-4158 
Email: rosa.miriam@embrapa.br  

 

BURKINA FASO 

 

Délégué 
M. Didier BALMA 
Directeur de la Recherche Scientifique 
Direction Générale des Enseignements et 
de la Recherche scientifique 
Institut de l'Environnement et de 
Recherches Agricoles  
01 BP 476  
Ouagadougou 01 
INERA-CREAF 
Kamboinsé 
Phone: +226 50308269 
Fax: +226 50315003 
Email: dbal@fasonet.bf  
Balma_didier@yahoo.fr  

 

BURUNDI 

 

Délégué 
M. Denis BANDUSHUBWENGE 
Directeur Scientifique 
Institut des Sciences Agronomiques du 
Burundi (ISABU) 
Avenue de la Cathedrale 
B.P. 795  
Bujumbura 
Phone: +257 79 974 274 
Email: bandushubwenged@yahoo.fr  

 

CAMEROON - CAMEROUN - 
CAMERÚN 

 

Délégué 
M. Moungui MÉDI 
Deuxième Conseiller 
Représentant permanent auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République du Cameroun  
Via Siracusa, 4-6  
00161 Rome  
Italie 
Phone: +39 0644291285 
Fax: +39  0644291323 
Email: info@cameroonembassy.it  
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CANADA - CANADÁ 

 

Delegate 
Mr Brad FRALEIGH 
Director  
Multilateral Science Relations 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
1341 Baseline Road, Tower 5-5, Room 133 
Ottawa 
Ontario K1A 0C5  
Phone: +613 773-1838 
Fax: +613 773-1833 
Email: brad.fraleigh@agr.gc.ca  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Campbell DAVIDSON 
Research Manager 
Semiarid Prairie Agricultural Research 
Centre  
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
Box 1030 
Swift Current, SK S9H 3X2  
Phone: +306 778 7270 
Fax: +306 778 3186 
Email: campbell.davidson@agr.gc.ca  

 
Mr Stan BENDA 
Senior Counsel 
Justice Canada 
130 King Street West, Suite 3400  
P.O. Box 36  
Toronto 
Ontario  M5X 1K6  
Phone: +416 973 9261 
Email: stan.benda@justice.gc.ca  

 
Mr Marco VALICENTI 
Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent Representative to 
FAO 
Canadian Embassy  
(Office of the Deputy and Alternate 
Permanent Representatives)   
Via Zara, 30  
00198 Rome 
Italy 
Phone: +39 06854442554 
Fax: +39 06854442930 
Email: marco.valicenti@international.gc.ca 

 

CHAD - TCHAD 

 

Délégué 
M. Ndjékounkosse Djool YAGOUA 
Point Focal pour les Ressources 
Phytogénétiques au Tchad 
Institut Tchadien de Recherche 
Agronomique pour le  
Développement 
B.P. 5400 N'Djaména 
Phone: +235 620 73 17 - 982 76 22 
Email: ndjekounkosse@yahoo.fr  

 

CONGO 

 

Délégué 
M. Blaise GASSILA 
Point Focal du Traité international sur les 
ressources phytogénétiques pour 
l'alimentation et l'agriculture 
Directeur de la Production Agricole et de la 
Protection des Végétaux 
B.P. 2453  
Brazzaville  
Phone: +242 6692542 - 5642991 
Email: blaisegassila@yahoo.fr  

 

COOK ISLANDS - ÎLES COOK –  

ISLAS COOK 

 

Delegate 
Mr John William WIGMORE 
Director of Research 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 96 
Rarotonga 
Phone: +682 28 711 
Fax: +682 21 887 
Email: research@oyster.net.ck  
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COSTA RICA 

 

Delegado 
Sr. Walter Paulo QUIRÓS ORTEGA 
Presidente de la Comisión Nacional de 
Recursos Fitogenéticos 
Director Ejecutivo 
Oficina Nacional de Semillas de Costa Rica 
B González Lahman 
P.O. Box 10309 (1000) 
San José 
Phone: +506 2235922 
Fax: +506 2217792 
Email: wquiros@ofinase.go.cr  

 

CÔTE D'IVOIRE 

 

Délégué 
M. Fataye AKAMOU 
Point Focal du Traité international sur les 
ressources phytogénétiques pour 
l'alimentation et l'agriculture 
Ministère de l'agriculture 
07 B.P. 25 
Abidjan 07 
Phone: +225 20228479 
Fax: +225 20212032 
Email: afataye@aviso.ci  

 

CUBA 

 

Delegado 
Sr. Modesto FERNANDEZ DÍAZ-
SILVEIRA 
Direcciòn de Medio Ambiente 
Ministerio de Ciencia Tecnologia y Medio 
Ambiente 
Capitolio Nacional 
Prado y San José 
La Habana 
Phone: +537 8670598 
Fax: +537 8670600 
Email: modesto@citma.cu  
mffds@yahoo.com  

 

Suplente(s) 
Sra. Zoila M. FUNDORA MAYOR 
Instituto de Investigaciones Fundamentales 
de Agricultura Tropical (INIFAT) 
Ministerio de la Agricultura 
Phone: +537 6830098 
Email: zfundora@infomed.sld.cu  

 

CYPRUS - CHYPRE - CHIPRE 

 

Delegate 
Mr Angelos KYRATZIS 
Agricultural Research Officer 
Agricultural Research Institute  
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources 
and Environment 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC –  

RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE –  

REPÚBLICA CHECA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Karel Jan STOLC 
Department of Education and Research 
Guarantee of Genetic Resource for Food 
and Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Tesnov 17 
11705 Praha 1 
Phone: +420 2 21812536 
Fax: +420 2 24810097 
Email: stola@mze.cz  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Ladislav DOTLACIL 
Director 
National Gene Bank 
Coordinator of the National Programme on 
Plant Genetic  
Resources Conservation for Food and 
Agriculture 
Crop Research Institute 
16106 Praha 6 - Ruzyme 507 
Phone: +420 233022374 
Email: dotlacil@vanu.cz  
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Expert(s)/Adviser(s) 
Mr Jiri SOUCEK 
Specialist on Legislation seed and plant 
variety protection  
National Plant Variety  
Zaopravnou 4 
15006 Praha 5 
Phone: +420 257211755 
Fax: +420 257211752 
Email: jiri.soucek@ukzuz.cz  

 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE 
CONGO –  

RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU 
CONGO –  

REPÚBLICA DEMOCRÁTICA DEL 
CONGO 

 

Délégué 
M. Albert LIKUNDE LI-BOTAYI 
Directeur Chef  
Service de la Production et Protection des 
Végétaux  
Ministère de l'Agriculture 
Croisement Blvd du 30 juin 
Av. Batetela, Kinshasa-Gombe 
B.P. 8722 
Kinshasa 1 
Phone: +243 813331290 
Fax: +243 8802381 
Email: likindealbert@yahoo.fr  

 

DENMARK - DANEMARK - 
DINAMARCA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Lars LANDBO 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resouces for Food 
and Agriculture 
Scientific Adviser 
Danish Plant Directorate 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries 
Skovbrynet 20 
2800 Lyngby 
Phone: +45 263649 
Email: lbo@pdir.dk  
sfs@pdir.dk  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Soren SKAFTE 
Minister Counsellor 
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 
Royal Danish Embassy  
Via dei Monti Parioli, 50  
00197 Rome  
Italy 
Phone: +39 069774831/333 
Fax: +39 0697748399 
Email: sorska@um.dk   
romamb@um.dk  

 
Mr Morten RASMUSSEN 
Head of Section 
Nordgen Plants 
Nordic Genetic Resources Center 
Box 41 
Smedjevägen 3 
SE-230 53 Alnarp 
Sweden 
Phone: +46 40 53 65 56 
Fax: +46 40-53 66 50 
Email: morten.rasmussen@nordgen.org  

 

ECUADOR - ÉQUATEUR 

 

Delegado 
Sr. César TAPIA BASTIDAS 
Punto Focal Nacional para el Tratado 
Internacional sobre RFAA 
Jefe 
Departamento Nacional de Recursos 
Fitogenéticos (DENAREFINIAP) 
Estación Esperimental Santa Catalina 
Panamericana Sur km 1 
Casilla 17-01-340 
Quito 
Phone: +593 092521219 - 30006089 
Fax: +593 23006089 
Email: denareg@yahoo.com  
denaref@rdyec.com  
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Suplente(s) 
Sra. Mónica MARTÍNEZ MENDUIÑO 
Consejera 
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la 
FAO 
Embajada de la República del Ecuador  
Via Antonio Bertoloni, 8  
00197 Roma  
Italia 
Phone: +39 0645439007 - 0645439083 
Fax: +39 068076271 
Email: mecuroma@ecuador.it  

 

EGYPT - ÉGYPTE - EGIPTO 

 

Delegate 
Mrs Hanaiya EL-ITRIBY 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resouces for Food 
and Agriculture 
President 
National Gene Bank of Egypt 
Agricultural Research Centre 
Ministry of Agriculture and Land 
Reclamation 
9 Gammaa St.  
Giza 12619 
Phone: +202 3572731 - 5727831 
Fax: +202 35689519 
Email: hitriby@ngb.gov.eg  
Hitriby2@yahoo.com  

 

EL SALVADOR 

 

Delegado 
Sra. Sonia Edith SOLÓRZANO 
PACHECO 
Punto Focal Nacional para el Tratado 
International sobre los Recursos 
Fitogenéticos para la Alimentación y la 
Agricultura 
Jefe 
Laboratorio de Biotecnología 
CENTA-MAG 
San Andrés La Libertad 
Carretera San Salvador - Santa Ana 
885 San Salvador 
Phone: +503 23020200 - 23020273 
Fax: +503 23020241 
Email: sonia.solorzano@gmail.com  

 

ESTONIA - ESTONIE 

 

Delegate 
Mrs Külli KAARE 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
Chief Specialist 
Research and Development Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
39/41 Lai Street 
15056 Tallinn 
Phone: +372 625 6554 
Fax: +372 625 6200 
Email: kylli.kaare@agri.ee  

 

ETHIOPIA - ÉTHIOPIE - ETIOPÍA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Kassahun EMBAYE 
Deputy Director General 
Institute of Biodiversity Conservation 
P.O. Box 30726 
Addis Ababa 
Phone: +251 0911 206934 - 6612340 
Fax: +251 0911 6613722 
Email: ddg@ibc-et.org   
ddg-ibc@ethionet.et  
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EUROPEAN COMMUNITY (MEMBER 
ORGANIZATION) –  

COMMUNAUTÉ EUROPÉENNE 
(ORGANISATION MEMBRE) - 
COMUNIDAD EUROPEA 
(ORGANIZACIÓN MIEMBRO) 

 

Délégué 
M. Walter DE BACKER 
Administrateur Principal 
Biotechnologie et Santé des Végétaux 
Direction Générale Santé et 
Consommateurs 
232 Rue Belliard, bureau 3/16 
B-1040 Bruxelles 
Belgique 
Phone: +32 2 2950473 
Fax: +32 2 2956043 
Email: walter.de-backer@ec.europa.eu  

 

Suppléant(s) 
Mr Denis POMMIER 
Agriculture et Développement Rural 
Délégation de la Commission européenne 
en Tunisie 
Rue du Lac Biwa - Les Berges du Lac  
B.P. 150 
1053 Les Berges du Lac 
Tunis 
Tunisia 
Phone: +216 71 960330 
Fax: +216 71 960302 
Email:  
DELEGATION-TUNISIA@ec.europa.eu  

 

FINLAND - FINLANDE - FINLANDIA 

 

Delegate 
Ms Tuula PEHU 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
Ministerial Adviser 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Department of General Affairs 
Research Unit 
P.O. Box 30 
FI-00023 Governement 
Helsinki 
Phone: +358 9 160  52839 
Fax: +358 9 160 52203 
Email: tuula.pehu@mmm.fi  

 

Alternate(s) 
Ms Susanna PAAKKOLA 
Senior Adviser, Legislative Affairs 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Department of Agriculture 
Mariankatu 23 
P.O. Box 30 
FI-00023 Government 
Helsinki 
Phone: +358 9 160 52331 
Fax: +358 916052203 
Email: susanna.paakkola@mmm.fi  

 

FRANCE - FRANCIA 

 

Délégué 
M. Roger JUMEL 
Chef  
Bureau du foncier et de la biodiversité 
Sous-direction de la biomasse et de 
l'environnement 
Direction générale des politiques agricole, 
agroalimentaire et des territoires 
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Suppléant(s) 
M. François BURGAUD 
Directeur des Relations Extérieures 
Groupement national interprofessionnel des 
semences et plants 
44, rue du Louvre 
F 75001 Paris 
Phone: +33 01 42337694 
Fax: +33 01 40284016 
Email: francois.burgaud@gnis.fr  

 
Mme. Laure GATTER 
Bureau du foncier et de la biodiversité 
Sous-direction de la biomasse et de 
l'environnement 
Direction générale des politiques agricole, 
agroalimentaire et des territoires 
Email: laure_gatter@yahoo.co.uk     
laure.gatter@agriculture.gouv.fr    

 

GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE - 
ALEMANIA 

 

Delegate 
Ms Barbara WEBER 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Consumer Protection  
Deputy Head  
Division 226  
Rochusstraße 1  
D 53123 Bonn  
Phone: +49 228 995294378 
Fax: +49 228 99 529 4332 - 3425 
Email: Barbara.Weber@bmelv.bund.de  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Frank BEGEMANN 
Head of Division 513  
Federal Agency for Agriculture and Food   
Information and Coordination Centre for 
Biological Diversity   
Deichmanns Aue 29  
53179 Bonn  
Phone: +49 228 68453239 
Fax: +49 228 68453105 
Email: Frank.Begemann@ble.de  

 

Mr Siegfried HARRER 
Agency for Agriculture and Food (BLE) 
Information and Coordination Centre for 
Biological Diversity (IBV) 
Federal Agency for Agriculture and Food 
Deichmanns Aue 29 
53179 Bonn 
Phone: +49 228 6845 3240 
Fax: +49 228 6845 3105 
Email: Siegfried.Harrer@ble.de  

 

GUATEMALA 

 

Delegado 
Sr. Arnoldo Roberto COBAQUIL 
GARCÍA 
Punto Focal Nacional para el Tratado 
Internacional RFAA 
Jefe del Área Fitozoogenética 
Unidad de Normas y Regulaciones 
Ministerio de Agricultura Ganadería y 
Alimentación 
7 Ave.12-90, Zona 13 
Edf. Monja Blanca 
01013 Ciudad de Guatemala 
Phone: +502 24137000 ext.7468 
Fax: +502 5202 5141 
Email: rcobaquil@maga.gob.gt  
coba.vincent@gmail.com  

 

GUINEA - GUINÉE 

 

Délégué 
M. Alpha SAVANÉ 
Chef de Section semences et plants 
Direction Nationale de l'Agriculture  
Ministère de l'Agriculture et de l'Elevage 
B.P. 576  
Conakry  
Phone: +224 555646 
Fax: +224 30413730 
Email: alsavane2007@yahoo.fr  
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GUINEA-BISSAU - GUINÉE-BISSAU 

 

Délégué 
M. Marcelino VAZ 
Chef de l'Opération du Champ 
Ministère de l'agriculture et du 
développement rural 
B.P. 71/844 
Santa Luzia 
Bairro Q.G. 
Bissau 
Phone: +245 661 14 03 
Email: mbundevaz@yahoo.fr  

 

HONDURAS 

 

Delegado 
Sr. Ramón Efraín FIGUEROA 
Vice Ministro 
Secretaría de Agricultura y Ganadería  
Blvd. Miraflores, Ave. la FAO  
Tegucigalpa, M.D.C.  
Phone: +504 2308017 
Fax: +504 2325375 
Email: refrainfigueroa2008@yahoo.com  

 

HUNGARY - HONGRIE - HUNGRÍA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Zsolt FELDMAN 
Deputy Head of the Department of 
Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development 
Kossuth Lajos-tér 11 
Budapest 1055 
Phone: +36 1 301 4101 
Fax: +36 1 301 4813 
Email: FeldmanZ@fvm.hu  

 

Alternate(s) 
Ms Zsófia HOCK 
Head of the Research Centre for 
Agrobotany (Tápiószele) 
Külsõ mezõ utca 15 
2766 Tápiószele 
Phone: +36 53 380 070 
Email: hockzsofia@rcat.hu  

 

INDIA - INDE 

 

Delegate 
Ms Upma CHAWDHRY 
Joint Secretary 
Government of India 
Department of Agriculture and Cooperation 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Krishi Bhavami, Room 244 
New Delhi 110 001 
Phone: +91 011 23387804 
Fax: +91 011 23386278 

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Pratibha BRAHMI 
I/c PGR PP Unit  
National Bureau of Plant Genetic 
Resources 
Pusa, New Delhi - 110 012 
Phone: +91 011 2584 1129 - 25843697 
Fax: +91 011 2584 2495 
Email: pratibha@nbpgr.ernet.in  

 

INDONESIA - INDONÉSIE 

 

Delegate 
Mr  HARYONO 
Secretary of Director General for Research 
and Development 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Jl. RM. Harsono  
Pasar Minggu  
Jakarta Selatan 12540 
Phone: +62 21 7806202 
Fax: +62 21 7800644 
Email: haryono@litbang.deptan.go.id  
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Alternate(s) 
Mr  SUTRISNO 
Director 
Agricultural Genetics Resource Institute 
Indonesian Centre for Agricultural 
Biotechnology and Genetic Research and 
Development 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Jl. Tentara Pelajar 3A 
Bogor 16114 
Phone: +62 251 337975 - 339793 
Fax: +62 251 33820 
Email: borif@indo.net.id  

 
Mr Muhammad YUNUS 
Researcher 
Agricultural Genetics Resource Institute 
Ministry of Agriculture 

 
Mr Sugiono MOELJOPAWIRO 
Senior Scientist and Plant Breeder 
Indonesian Center for Agricultural 
Biotechnology and Genetic Resources 
Research Development 
JL. Tentara Pelajar 3A 
Bogor 16111 
Phone: +62 251 8316897 
Fax: +62 251 8327031 
Email: sugionom@indo.net.id  

 
Mr Erizal SODIKIN 
Attaché 
Alternate Permanent Representative to 
FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia 
Via Campania 55 
00187 Rome 
Phone: +39 0642009150 - 064200911 
Fax: +39 064880280 - 0648904910 
Email: indorom@uni.net  
erizalsodikin79@yahoo.com  

 

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) –  

IRAN (RÉPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D') - 
IRÁN (REPÚBLICA ISLÁMICA DEL) 

 

Delegate 
Mr Javad MOZAFARI HASHJIN 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
Head 
National Plant Gene Bank of Iran 
Seed and Plant Improvement Institute 
(SPII) 
Mahdasht Ave. Karaj  
P.O. Box 31585-4119 
Karaj 
Phone: +261 2701260 
Fax: +261 2716793 
Email: jmozafar@yahoo.com  

 

IRELAND - IRLANDE - IRLANDA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Gerry DOHERTY 
Agricultural Inspector 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food 
Raphoe Potato Laboratory 
Co. Donegal 
Phone: +353 74 9145488 
Fax: +353 74 9145262 
Email: gerry.Doherty@agriculture.gov.ie  

 

ITALY - ITALIE - ITALIA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Antonio D'ANDRIA 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Italy in Tunis 
37, Rue Jamel Abdelnaceur 
1000 Tunis 
Tunisia 
Phone: +216 71321811 
Fax: +216 71324155 
Email: ambitalia.tunisi@esteri.it   
segreteria.tunisi@esteri.it  
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Alternate(s) 
Mr Luca SPINIELLO 
First Commercial Secretary 
Embassy of Italy in Tunis 
37, Rue Jamel Abdelnaceur 
1000 Tunis 
Tunisia 
Phone: +216 71321811 
Fax: +216 71324155 
Email: commerciale1.tunisi@esteri.it  

 
Mr Christian VINCENTINI 
Sviris Office 3 
Dipartimento delle Politiche di Sviluppo 
Economico e Rurale 
Direzione Generale dello Sviluppo Rurale, 
Infrastrutture e Servizi 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
Policy  
Via XX Settembre, 20  
00187 Rome  
Phone: +39 0646655043 
Email: 
c.vincentini@politicheagricole.gov.it  

 
Mr Stefano CILLI 
Sviris Office 3 
Dipartimento delle Politiche di Sviluppo 
Economico e Rurale 
Direzione Generale dello Sviluppo Rurale, 
Infrastrutture e Servizi 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
Policy  
Via XX Settembre, 20  
00187 Rome  
Phone: +39 0646655066 
Email: s.cilli@politicheagricole.gov.it  

 
Mr Carlo FIDEGHELLI 
Agricultural Research Council (CRA) 
Via di Fioranello, 52 
00134 Rome 
Italy 
Phone: 0679340158 
Fax: +39 0679340158 
Email: carlo.fideghelli@entecra.it  

 

Ms Petra ENGEL 
Researcher 
Agricultural Research Council (CRA) 
Via di Fioranello, 52 
00134 Rome 
Phone: +39 0679348109 
Fax: +39 0679340158 
Email: petra.engel@gmail.com  

 
Mr Tiberio CHIARI 
Istituto Agronomico per l'Oltremare 
Via A. Cocchi, 4 
50131 Florence 
Fax: +39 0555061333 
Email: chiari@iao.florence.it  

 
Mr Riccardo BOCCI 
Researcher 
Biodiversity 
Isituto Agronomico per l'Oltremare 
Via Cocchi, 4 
50131 Florence 
Phone: +39 05550611 
Fax: +39 0555061333 
Email: bocci@iao.florence.it  

 
Mr Enrico BERTACCHINI 
Istituto Agronomico per l'Oltremare 
Via A. Cocchi, 4 
50131 Florence 
Fax: +39 0555061333 
Email: bertacchini@iao.florence.it  

 

JORDAN - JORDANIE - JORDANIA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Mousa M. AL-FAYAD 
Director of Biodiversity and Genetic 
Resource Directorate 
National Center for Agricultural Research 
and extension 
P.O. Box 639 
Baqa 19381 
Phone: +962 777850914 
Fax: +962 64726099 
Email: musaf20022002@yahoo.com  
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KENYA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Zachary MUTHAMIA 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
Head 
National Genebank of Kenya 
Kenya Agricultural Research Institute 
P.O. Box 30148  
00200 Nairobi 
Phone: +254 202025539 
Email: ngbk@wananchi.com  
zkmuthamia@yahoo.com  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Evans OLONYI SIKINYI 
Head 
Seed Certification and Plant Variety 
Protection Office 
Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service 
P.O. Box 49592 
00100 Nairobi 
Phone: +254 020 3536171/2 
Fax: +254 020 3536175 
Email: esikinyi@kephis.org  

 

KUWAIT - KOWEÏT 

 

Delegate 
Ms Fadila A, AL-SALAMEEN 
Associate Research Scientist 
Biotechnology Department 
P.O. Box 24885 
13109 Safat 
Phone: +965 24989157 
Fax: +965 24989069 
Email: fslamian@safat.kisr.edu.kw  

 

LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC –  

RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE 
POPULAIRE LAO –  

REPÚBLICA DEMOCRÁTICA 
POPULAR LAO 

 

Delegate 
Mr Bounthong BUAHOM 
Head  
Permanent Secretary Office 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
P.O. Box 811 
Vientiane 
Phone: +856 021 412344 - 415362 
Fax: +856 021 412340 
Email: bounthong@nafri.org.la  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Vongvilay VONGKHAMSAO 
Deputy Head  
Planing and Cooperation Division 
National Agriculture and Forestry Research 
Institute 
P.O. Box 7170 
Vientiane 
Phone: +856 021 770093 - 770094 
Fax: +856 021 770093 - 770094 
Email: vongvilay_v@nafri.org.la  
littlevong@yahoo.com  

 

LEBANON - LIBAN - LÍBANO 

 

Délégué 
M. Ali CHEHADE 
Chef 
Département de biotechnologie végétale 
Institut de Recherches Agronomiques 
Libanaises (IRAL) 
Ministère de l'agriculture 
P.O. Box 287 
Tal Amara, Rayak 
Zahlé 
Phone: + 961 8 900037 
Fax: +961 08900077 
Email: alichehade@hotmail.com  
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LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA - 
JAMAHIRIYA ARABE LIBYENNE - 
JAMAHIRIJA  ÁRABE LIBIA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Ramadan Mohamed AL GHRARY 
Expert in modified seeds 
General People's Committee for 
Agriculture, Animal Wealth and Marine 
Resources 
Tripoli 
Phone: +218 214807748 - 913793397 
Fax: +218 21 4800470 
Email: algrariyam@yahoo.com  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Hussein Mohamed BAWAH 
Expert in fields crops 
General People's Committee for 
Agriculture, Animal Wealth and Marine 
Resources 
Tripoli 
Phone: +218 713353225 
Fax: +218 21 4800470 
Email: hussen227@yahoo.com  

 
Mr Othman Salim AL DOUKY 
Directorate of the International 
Organization for the General People's 
Committee for Foreign Liaison and 
International Cooperation Secretariat 
Fax: +218 21 3403011 

 

MADAGASCAR 

 

Délégué 
Mme. Michelle ANDRIAMAHAZO 
Point focal national du Traité International 
sur les RPAA 
Ingenieur Agronome 
Chargée d'Etudes au sein du Service de 
l'Environnement 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et 
de la Pêche (MAEP) 
B.P 301 Anosy 
Antananarivo 101 
Phone: +261 2 331425766 
Fax: +261 22 261 65 
Email: samiandri@yahoo.fr  
michelle.andriamahazo@gmail.com  

 

MALAWI 

 

Delegate 
Mr Lawrent PUNGULANI 
Curator 
Malawi Plant Genetic Resources Centre 
Chitedze Research Station 
P.O. Box 158 
Lilongwe 
Phone: +265 01707219 
Email: agric_research@sdnp.org.mw  

 

MALAYSIA - MALAISIE - MALASIA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Mohd Shukor NORDIN 
Deputy Director 
Strategic Resources Research Center 
Malaysian Agricultural Research and 
Development Institute (MARDI) 
P.O. 12301 
General Post Office 
50774 Kuala Lumpur 
Phone: +603 8943 7391 
Fax: +603 8948 7639 
Email: dino@mardi.gov.my  

 



IT/GB-3/09/Report               Appendix J, page 17 

 

MAURITANIA - MAURITANIE 

 

Délégué 
M. Mohamed Ould NEMINE 
Point focal du Traité International sur les 
ressources phytogénétiques pour 
l'alimentation et l'agriculture 
Directeur de l'agriculture 
Ministère du développement Rural 
BP 180, Nouakchott 
Mauritania 
Phone: +222 6528579 
Fax: +222 5241992 
Email: mohamednemine@yahoo.fr  
ammounemine@yahoo.fr  

 

MAURITIUS - MAURICE - MAURICIO 

 

Delegate 
Mr Yacoob MUNGROO 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
Senior Technical Officer 
Horticulture Division 
Plant Genetic Resources Unit 
Ministry of Agro Industry and Fisheries 
Labrasserie Road 
Curepipe 
Phone: +230 670 5694 
Fax: +230 4644857 
Email: yamungroo@mail.gov.mu  

 

MOROCCO - MAROC - MARRUECOS 

 

Délégué 
M. Mohamed EL HADDIOUI 
Ingénieur en Chef 
Service de Controle des Semences et Plants 
Direction de la Protection  des Végétaux, 
des Controles Techniques et de la 
répression des Fraudes 
Ministère de l'agriculture et de la pêche 
maritime 
B.P. 1308 
Rabat 
Phone: +212 537 771085 
Email: med_1960@hotmail.com  

 

NAMIBIA - NAMIBIE 

 

Delegate 
Ms Gillian L. MAGGS-KÖLLING 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
Chief Agricultural Researcher 
National Botanical Research Institute 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Water and Forestry 
Private Bag 13184 
Windhoek 
Phone: +264 61 2022020 
Fax: +264 61 258123 
Email: gmk@nbri.org.na  

 

NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS –  

PAÍSES BAJOS 

 

Delegate 
Mr Hans SMOLDERS 
Policy Coordinator 
Fytosanitary and Genetic Resources 
Deparment of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food 
Quality 
Bezuidenhoutseweg 73 
20401, 2500 EK's-Gravenhage 
Phone: +31 70 37855016 
Fax: +31 70 3786156 
Email: j.w.j.smolders@minlnv.nl  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr René J.M. LEFEBER 
Senior International Lawyer 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
P.O. Box 20061 
2500 EK Den Haag 
Phone: +31 703486486 
Fax: +31 703485128 
Email: rene.lefeber@minbuza.nl  
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Mr Bert VISSER 
Director 
Centre for Genetic Resources 
Wageningen University 
P.O. Box 16 
6700 AA Wageningen 
Phone: +31 317477184 
Fax: +31 317418094 
Email: bert.visser@wur.nl  

 

NORWAY - NORVÈGE - NORUEGA 

 

Delegate 
Ms Elisabeth KOREN 
Adviser  
The Ministry of Agriculture and Food,  
P.O. Box 8007 Dep. 
N-0030 Norway 
Phone: +47 22 24 90 90 
Fax: +47 22 24 95 55 
Email: elisabeth.koren@lmd.dep.no  

 

Expert(s)/Adviser(s) 
Ms Regine ANDERSEN 
Senior Research Fellow   
Fridtjof Nansen Institute 
P.O. Box 326 
N-1326 Lysaker 
Phone: +47 67111900 
Fax: +47 67111910 
Email: regine.andersen@fni.no  

 
Ms Tone WINGE 
Research Fellow   
Fridtjof Nansen Institute 
P.O. Box 326 
N-1326 Lysaker 
Phone: +47 67111900 
Fax: +47 67111910 
Email: tone.winge@fni.no  

 

PAKISTAN - PAKISTÁN 

 

Delegate 
Mr Muhammad BOOTA 
Director General 
Federal Seed Certification & Registration 
Department (FSC&RD) 
Mauve Area, G-9/4 
Islamabad 
Phone: +92 51 9260126 - 9261103 
Fax: +92 51 9260234 
Email: msarwar80@hotmail.com  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Aamir ASHRAF KHAWAJA 
Agriculture Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent Representative to 
FAO 
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan 
Via della Camilluccia, 682  
00135 Rome  
Italy 
Phone: +39 06 36301775 - 3294836 
Fax: +39 06 36301936 - 36304736 
Email: pareprome@virgilio.it  
agriwing@hotmail.com  

 

PANAMA - PANAMÁ 

 

Delegado 
Sr. Roberto Enrique MANCILLA CONTE 
Coordinador de la Comisión de 
Obtenciones Vegetales (COPOV) 
Funcionario 
Departamento de Vigilancia Fitosanitaria 
Dirección Nacional de Sanidad Vegetal 
Ministerio de Desarrollo Agropecuario 
Vía Domingo Díaz 
Río Tapia 
Tocumen 
Phone: +507 290 6710 
Fax: +507 220 7979 
Email: rmancilla@mida.gob.pa  
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PERU - PÉROU - PERÚ 

 

Delegado 
Sr. Manuel SIGÜEÑAS SAAVEDRA 
Punto Focal Nacional para el Tratado 
Internacional de RFAA 
Jefe  
Subdirección de Innovación de Recursos 
Genéticos y Biotecnología 
Instituto Nacional de Investigación Agraria 
(INIA) 
Av. La Molina No. 1981 
Casilla No. 2791 
Lima 12 
Phone: +511  349 2600 (ext. 313) 
Fax: +511  349 2600 (ext. 314) 
Email: msiguenas@inia.gob.pe  

 

PHILIPPINES - FILIPINAS 

 

Delegate 
Mr Joel S. RUDINAS 
Director 
Bureau of Plant Industry 
692 San Andres Street 
Malate 
Manila 1004 
Phone: +63 2 525 7857 
Fax: +63 2 521 7650 
Email: jsrudinas@hotmail.com  

 

Alternate(s) 
Ms Amparo C. AMPIL 
Chief 
Policy Advocacy and Legislative Support 
Division 
Policy Research Service 
Department of Agriculture 
Elliptical Circle 
Diliman 
Quezon City 
Phone: +632 9267439 
Fax: +632 9287530 
Email: amparo.ampil@lycos.com  

 

Mr Nestor ALTOVEROS 
Assistant Director 
Institute of Plant Breeding Crop Science 
Cluster 
University of the Philippines at Los Baños 
(UPLB) 
College, Laguna 
Phone: + 049 536 2512 
Fax: + 049 536 3438 
Email: ncaltoveros@yahoo.com  

 

Expert(s)/Adviser(s) 
Ms Teresita BORROMEO 
Professor 
Crop Science Cluster 
College of Agriculture 
University of the Philippines at Los Baños 
(UPLB) 
College, Laguna 
Phone: + 049 536 2448 
Fax: + 049 536 2468 
Email: thborromeo@yahoo.com  

 
Mr Chrisgel Ryan CRUZ 
Southeast Asian Regional Initiatives for 
Community Empowerment (SEARICE) 
29 Magiting Street 
Diliman, Teachers Village 
Quezon City 1101 
Email: searice@searice.org.ph  

 

POLAND - POLOGNE - POLONIA 

 

Delegate 
Ms Dorota NOWOSIELSKA 
Focal Point for the International Treaty  
PGRFA 
Division of Genetic Resources & Genetic 
Modified Plants 
Department of Plant Breeding and Plant 
Protection 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development 
30 Wspolna Street 
00-930 Warsaw 
Phone: +48 022 6232612 
Fax: +48 022 6231781 
Email: dorota.nowosielska@minrol.gov.pl  
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Alternate(s) 
Ms Zofia BULINSKA-RADOMSKA 
Head 
National Centre for Plant Genetic 
Resources 
Plant Breeding and Acclimatization 
Institute at Radzików 
PL-05-870 Blonie 
Phone: +48 22 7253611 - 7254715 
Fax: +48 22 7254714 - 7254715 
Email: z.bulinska@ihar.edu.pl  
postbox@ihar.edu.pl  

 

PORTUGAL 

 

Delegate 
Ms Manuela VELOSO 
Researcher 
National Institute for Biologic Resources 
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Fisheries 
Estação Agronomica Nacional 
Quinta do Marquês 
Oeiras 
Phone: +351 21 4403500 
Fax: +351 21 4416011 
Email: mveloso.inrb@gmail.com  

 

QATAR 

 

Delegate 
Ms Salwa Desman AL KUWARI 
Secretary for the Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture 
President  
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture Research and Analysis 
Laboratory 

 

Alternate(s) 
Ms Takiya Hussein AL RAKB 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture Research and Analysis 
Laboratory 

 

SAMOA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Kitiona Seuala TAVAGA TAUA 
Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries  
Government Building  
Apia   
Phone: +685 30987 23723 
Fax: +685 23174 
Email: maffm@lesamoa.net  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Tiatia Faleupolu TEVITA 
Assistant CEO 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries  
Government Building  
Apia   
Phone: +685 30987 23723 
Fax: +685 23174 
Email: maffm@lesamoa.net  

 

SAUDI ARABIA - ARABIE SAOUDITE - 
ARABIA SAUDITA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Dabbah Abdul MOHSEN DABBAH 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
National Research Center for Agriculture 
and Animal Resources  
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 17285  
Riyadh 11484  
Phone: +966 1 4576780 
Fax: +966 1 4584969 
Email: dabh33@yahoo.com  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Ahmed AL SHAMARI 
National Centre for Agricultural Research 
and Animal Resources 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 17285  
Riyadh 11484  
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SENEGAL - SÉNÉGAL 

 

Délégué 
M. Samba KANTE 
Directeur de l'Agriculture 
Ministère de l'Agriculture 
Phone: +221 77 450 3374 
Email: bathiekante@gmail.com  
da@orange.sn  
pdasi@orange.sn  

 

SIERRA LEONE - SIERRA LEONA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Patrick Joseph ABU 
Director of Crops 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Forestry and Food Security 
Youyi Building 
Freetown 
Phone: +232 76 738 554 
Email: patjayabu@yahoo.com  

 

SPAIN - ESPAGNE - ESPAÑA 

 

Delegado 
Sra. Alicia CRESPO PAZOS 
Directora 
Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, Medio 
Rural y Marino 
Alfonso XXII, 62 
28014 Madrid 
Fax: +34 91 3476703 

 

Suplente(s) 
Sr. Luis SALAICES SÁNCHEZ 
Jefe deL Area de Registro de Variedades 
Oficina Española de Variedades 
Vegetales 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y 
Alimentación 
Alfonso XII, 62 
28014 Madrid 
Phone: +34 91 3476712 
Fax: +34 91 3476703 
Email: luis.salaices@mapa.es  

 

Sr. Luis AYERBE MATEO-SAGASTA 
Director 
Centro de Recursos Fitogenéticos 
Instituto Nacional de Investigación y 
Tecnología Agraria y Alimentaria (INIA) 
Ministerio de Educación y Ciencia 
Autovía A2 km 36 
Apdo 1045 
28800 Alcalá de Henares 
Madrid 
Phone: +34 918819286 
Fax: +34 918819287 
Email: ayerbe@inia.es  

 
Sr. Fernando LATORRE GARCÍA 
Centro de Recursos Fitogenéticos 
Instituto Nacional de Investigación y 
Tecnología Agraria y Alimentaria (INIA) 
Autovía A-2, Km 36 
Apartado 1045 
28800 Alcalá de Henares 
Madrid 
Phone: +34 91 8819286 (Ext. 25) 
Fax: +34 91 819287 
Email: latorre@inia.es  

 
Sr. José T. ESQUINAS ÁLCAZAR 
Profesor Titular 
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid 
Dirección personal: 
C/ Escultor Fernández Márquez, 10-1A 
14012 Córdoba 
Phone: +34 696387697 
Email: jose.esquinas@upm.es  

 

SUDAN - SOUDAN - SUDÁN 

 

Alternate(s) 
Ms Mustoura EL DOMA ABDALLA 
SULIMAN 
Horticulture Specialist 
Plant Genetic Resources Unit 
Agricultural Research Corporation 
P.O. Box 126 
Wad Medani 
Phone: +249 183774688 
Email: moafsqcu@yahoo.com  
mustouraeldoma@yahoo.com  
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SWEDEN - SUÈDE - SUECIA 

 

Delegate 
Ms Ylva TILANDER 
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Animal and Food Division  
S-103 33 Stockholm 
Phone: +46 8 405 1000/3091 
Fax: +46 8 405 4970 
Email: 
ylva.tilander@agriculture.ministry.se  

 

Alternate(s) 
Ms Harriet FALCK REHN 
Senior Administrative Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
The Animal and Food Division 
SE-103 33 Stockholm 
Phone: +46 8 405 3950 
Fax: +46 8 405 4970 
Email:  
harriet.falck-rehn@agriculture.ministry.se   

 
Ms Christina TÖRNSTRAND 
Senior Administrative Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
The Secretariat for EU Coordination and 
International Affairs 
Phone: +46 8 40511 07 
Email: 
christina.tornstrand@agriculture.ministry.se  

 
Mr Carl-Johan LIDÉN 
Director 
Swedish Board of Agriculture 
551 82  Jönköping 
Phone: +46 36 15 50 00 
Email: carljohan.liden@sjv.se  

 
Mr Torsten ANDERSSON 
Policy adviser 
Swedish International Development  
Cooperation Agency 
Valhallavägen 199 
105 25 Stockholm 
Phone: +46 8 698 50 00/4063 
Email: torsten.andersson@sida.se  

 

SWITZERLAND - SUISSE - SUIZA 

 

Délégué 
M. François PYTHOUD 
Point Focal National du Traité International 
sur les Ressources Phytogénétiques pour 
l'alimentation et l'agriculture 
Responsable du Secteur Agriculture 
durable internationale 
Office Fédéral de l'Agriculture  
Mattenhofstrasse 5 
CH-3003  
Berne 
Phone: +41 31 323 44 45 
Fax: +41 31 322 26 34 
Email: francois.pythoud@bIw.admin.ch  

 

Suppléant(s) 
M. Christian EIGENMANN 
Secteur Certification  
Protection des végétaux et des variétés 
Office federal de l'agriculture  
Mattenhofstrasse 5  
CH-3003 Berne 
Phone: +41 31 325 17 04 
Fax: +41 31 322 26 34 
Email: christan.eigenmann@blw.admin.ch  

 
Mme. Danielle GUGOLZ 
Secteur Agriculture durable internationale 
Office fédéral de l'agriculture  
Mattenhofstrasse 5  
CH-3003 Berne 
Phone: +41 31 323 34 79 
Fax: +41 31 322 26 34 
Email: danielle.gugolz@bIw.admin.ch  

 
M. Marco D'ALESSANDRO 
Section Biotechnologie et flux de 
substances 
Office fédéral de l'environnement 
CH-3003 Berne 
Phone: +41 31 322 93 95 
Fax: +41 31 324 79 78 
Email: marco.dalessandro@bafu.admin.ch  
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M. Stephan MICHEL 
Chef  
Section des traités internationaux  
Direction du droit international 
public/DFAE 
Bundeshaus Nord  
CH-3003 Berne 
Phone: +41 31 322 30 75 
Fax: +41 31 325 07 29 
Email: stephan.michel@eda.admin.ch  

 
M. Benny MÜLLER 
Propriété intellectuelle et développement 
durable 
lnstitut Fédéral de la Propriété Intellectuelle 
Stauffacherstrasse 65  
CH-3003 Berne 
Phone: +41 31 377 72 48 
Fax: +41 31 377 77 78 
Email: benny.mueller@ipi.ch  

 
M. Geert KLEIJER 
Chef de groupe Ressources genétiques  
qualité boulangère  
Station de recherche Agroscope Changins-
Wadenswil ACW  
Case postale 1012  
CH-1260 Nyon 1 
Phone: +41 22 363 47 26 
Fax: +41 22 362 13 25 
Email: geert.kleijer@acw.admin.ch  

 
M. François MEIENBERG 
Membre 
Comité national suisse de la FAO 
Erklärung von Bern 
Case Postale 
CH-8026 Zürich 
Phone: +41 44 277 70 04 
Fax: +41 44 277 70 01 
Email: food@evb.ch  

 
M. Patrick MINK 
Secteur Agriculture durable internationale 
Office fédéral de l'agriculture OFAG 
Mattenhofstrasse 5 
CH-3003 Berne 
Email: lemink@gmail.com  

 

Ms Hilde WILLEKENS 
Director of European Government Affairs 
and Stakeholder Relations, Seeds 
Syngenta Brussels Office 
Avenue Louise, 240 - box 4 
B-1050 Brussels 
Belgium 
Phone: +32 2 6422727 - 6422714 
Fax: +32 2 6422720 
Email: hilde.willekens@syngenta.com  

 

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC - 
RÉPUBLIQUE ARABE SYRIENNE - 
REPÚBLICA ÁRABE SIRIA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Yousef WJHANI 
Genebank Director 
Deputy Director General 
General Commission of Scientific 
Agricultural Research 
Quatli Street 
P.O. Box 113 
Douma 
Damascus 
Phone: +963 11 5741940 
Fax: +963 11 5757992 
Email: ywjhani@yahoo.com    
ak-gcsar@scs-net.org  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Bashar SAMARA 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Syria in Tunis 
Rue New Chatell 
Berge du Lac 
Tunis 
Tunisia 
Phone: +216 71 961942 - 961973 - 961693 
Fax: +216 71 961761 
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TOGO 

 

Délégué 
Mme. Hadyatou DANTSEY-BARRY 
Point Focal National du Traité International 
sur les Ressources Phytogénétiques pour 
l'alimentation et l'agriculture 
Institut Togolais de Recherche 
Agronomique 
B.P. 1163 
Lomé 
Phone: +228 225 21 48 
Fax: +228 916 6189 
Email: itra@cafe.tg; hadyabarry@yahoo.fr  

 

TUNISIA - TUNISIE - TÚNEZ 

 

Délégué 
M. Mohamed KHARRAT 
Chercheur 
Institut national des recherches 
agronomique de Tunisie 
Phone: +216 71230024 - 21671230239 
Fax: +216 71752897 
Email: moha.kharrat60@gmail.com  
kharrat.mohamed@iresa.agrimet.tn  

 

Suppléant(s) 
M. M' Naouer DJEMALI 
Directeur général 
Banque nationale des Gènes 
Ministère de l'agriculture et des ressources 
hydrauliques 
Blv. Leader Yasser Arafat 
Z.I Charguia 1 
Tunis 1080 
Phone: +216 71 806922 
Fax: +216 71 771827 
Email: mdjemali@webmails.com  

 
M. Fredj BEN SALEM 
Chercheur 
Institut des zones arides de Mednine 

 

Expert(s)/Conseiller(s) 
M. Monji MSALLEM 
Chercheur 
Institut de l'Olivier 
Route de l'Aéroport 
PO Box 1087 
Phone: +216 74 241 240 - 241589 
Fax: +216 74 241 033 

 

TURKEY - TURQUIE - TURQUÍA 

 

Delegate 
Mr Vehbi ESER 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
Head  
Field Crops Research Department 
General Directorate of Agricultural 
Research 
Mara, Ankara 
Phone: +90 312 343 56 75 
Fax: +90 312 3152698 
Email: veser@tagem.gov.tr  

 

UGANDA - OUGANDA 

 

Delegate 
Mr John MULUMBA WASSWA 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on PGRFA 
Head 
Plant Genetic Resources Center 
Curator, Botanic Gardens 
National Agricultural Research 
Organisation 
Berkeley Lane Plot 1-3 
P.O. Box 295 
Entebbe 
Phone: +256 41 320638 
Fax: +256 41 321070 
Email: curator@infocom.co.ug  
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES –  

ÉMIRATS ARABES UNIS –  

EMIRATOS ÁRABES UNIDOS 

 

Delegate 
Mr Rashid BARASHEED 
Head of Research Section 
Ministry of Environment and Water 
Kharfakkan 
PO Box 10411 
Sharjah 
Phone: +971506291239 
Fax: +97192446668 
Email: rkburshaid@moew.gov.ae  

 

UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI - 
REINO UNIDO 

 

Delegate 
Mr Julian JACKSON 
International Biodiversity Policy Unit 
Area 3B,  Nobel House 
London SW1P 3JR 
Phone: +44 020 72386813 
Email: julian.jackson@defra.gsi.gov.uk  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mrs Clare HAMILTON 
Lawyer 
Legal B6 International 
Biotechnology and Know-How 
Area 3A 
Ergon House 
London SW1P 3JR 
Phone: +44 203 014 3128 
Email: clare.hamilton@defra.gsi.gov.uk  

 

UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA - 
RÉPUBLIQUE-UNIE DE TANZANIE - 
REPÚBLICA UNIDA DE TANZANÍA 

 

Delegate 
Ms Victoria KISAMFU 
Ministry of Agriculture  
Food Security and Cooperatives 
Plant Health Services 
P.O.Box 9071 
Dar es Salaam 
Phone: +255 22 2865642/3 
Fax: +255 787385275 
Email: pps@kilimo.go.tz  
kisamfu@yahoo.com  

 

Alternate(s) 
Ms Perpetua M. HINGI 
Alternate Permanent Representative 
Embassy of the United Republic of 
Tanzania 
Viale Cortina D'Ampezzo 185 
Rome 
Italy 
Phone: +39 06 33485820 
Fax: +39 06 33485828 
Email: phingi@embassyoftanzania.it  

 

URUGUAY 

 

Delegado 
Sra. Ana BERRETTA 
Punto Focal Nacional para el Tratado 
Internacional sobre Recursos Fitogenéticos 
para la Alimentación y la Agricultura 
Presidente 
Comité Nacional de Recursos Fitogenéticos 
Ministerio de Ganadería, Agricultura y 
Pesca 
INIA La Estanzuela 
70006 Colonia 
Phone: +598 2 23187 
Fax: +598 2 2887077 
Email: aberretta@dn.inia.org.uy  
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Suplente(s) 
Sr. Enzo BENECH 
Presidente 
Instituto Nacional de Semillas (INASE) 
Ministerio de Ganadería, Agricultura y 
Pesca 
Montevideo 
Phone: +598 2 2887099 
Fax: +598 2 2887077 
Email: ebenech@inase.org.uy  

 
Sr. Federico CONDÓN 
Unidad de Recursos Genéticos 
INIA La Estanzuela 
Rto 50 Km 11 
Colonia 
Phone: +598 5748000 
Fax: +598 5748012 
Email: fcondon@inia.org.uy  

 

YEMEN - YÉMEN 

 

Delegate 
Mr Ali Abdulla AL-SHURAI 
National Focal Point for the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
Director General 
National Genetic Resources Centre 
P.O. Box 3411 Hodeidah 
Dhamar 
Phone: +967 6423917 
Fax: +967 6423917 - 6423914 
Email: ngrc_yemen@yahoo.com 
shuraiaa@yahoo.com   
shurai@y.net.ye  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Hamoud Ali Abdallah MOKBEL 
Member of the Genetic Resources Group 
Agricultural Research and Extension 
Authority (AREA)  
Southern Upland Agricultural Research 
Station  
P.O.Box 5788 
Taiz 
Phone: +967 4 201717 
Fax: + 967 4 20061 
Email: hamoud_mokbel@yahoo.com  

 

ZAMBIA - ZAMBIE 

 

Delegate 
Mr Watson MWALE 
Director 
Zambia Agriculture Research Institute 
Mt. Makulu Research Station 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Private Bag 7 
Chilanga 
Phone: +260 01278390 
Fax: +260 01278130 
Email: watsmwale@yahoo.com  
mtmakulu@zamnet.zm  

 

Alternate(s) 
Ms Catherine MUNGOMA 
Chief Agricultural Research Officer 
Zambia Agriculture Research Institute 
Makulu Research Station 
Private Bag 7, Chilanga 
Phone: +260 211 213829 
Fax: +260 211 278130 
Email: maize@zamnet.zm  

 

Expert(s)/Adviser(s) 
Mr Andrew PHIRI 
Plant Genetic Resource Programme 
Zambia Agriculture Research Institute 
Mt. Makulu Central research station 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Private Bag 7 
Chilanga 
Phone: +260 278130 
Fax: +260 278130 
Email: andrewbphiri@yahoo.com; 
mtmakulu@zamnet.zm 
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OBSERVERS FROM FAO MEMBERS 

OBSERVATEURS DES MEMBRES DE 
LA FAO 

OBSERVADORES DE LOS MIEMBROS 
DE LA FAO 

 

ARGENTINA - ARGENTINE 

 

Delegado 
Sr. Fernando VALLINA PADRÓ 
Ministro 
Embajada de la República Argentina en 
Túnez 
Rue du Lac Victoria, B.P. No. 12 (1053) 
Berges du Lac 
Túnez 
Phone: +216 71 964871 
Email: etune@mrecic.gov.ar  

 

CHILE - CHILI 

 

Delegado 
Sra. Cecilia Angélica GONZÁLEZ CID 
Jefa de Fauna y Flora Silvestre 
Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero 
División de Protección de Recursos 
Naturales Renovables 
Ministerio Agricultura  
Teatinos 40 
Santiago 
Phone: +56 23451531 
Email: cecilia.gonzalez@sag.gob.cl  

 

CHINA - CHINE 

 

Delegate 
Mr Haisheng YANG 
Ministry of Agriculture  
11 Nongzhanguannanli  
Beijing 100125  
Phone: +86 010 59193343 
Fax: +86 010 59192815 
Email: nyszzc@agri.gov.cn  
hsyang@agri.gov.cn  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Qingwen YANG 
Phone: +86 010 62189165 
Fax: +86 010 62189165 
Email: qwyang@mail.caas.net.cn  

 

JAPAN - JAPON - JAPÓN 

 

Delegate 
Ms Fumiko YAGIHASHI 
Technical Officer 
Innovative Technology Division, 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Research Council 
Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and 
Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyouda-ku 
Tokyo, 100-8952 
Phone: +81 3 3502 8111 (Ext. 86388) 
Fax: +81 3 3593 2209 
Email: fumiko_yagihashi@nm.maff.go.jp  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Masao OKAWA 
Research Coordinator 
National Center for Seeds and Seedlings 
Fujimoto 2-2 
Tsukuba-shi 
Ibaraki, 305-0852 
Phone: +81 29 838 6593 
Fax: +81 29 838 6595 
Email: okawasan@ncss.go.jp  
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MOZAMBIQUE 

 

Delegate 
Ms Elsa Adelia TIMANA 
Head 
Seed Department - DNSA 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Recinto do IIAM 
Av. Das FPLM 
P. Box 3658 
Maputo 21 
Phone: +258 21 460254 
Fax: +258 21 460254 
Email: elsa.timana@gmail.com  

 

RWANDA 

 

Délégué 
M. Jean Rwihaniza GAPUSI 
Head 
Forestry and Agroforestry Research Station 
Institut des Sciences Agronomiques du 
Rwanda (ISAR) 
National Focal Point ABS-CBD and 
EAPGREN 
P.O. Box 617 
Huye  
Phone: +250 252 530 308 
Fax: +250 578 768 
Email: gapusirj@yahoo.fr  
gausidoc@yahoo.fr  

 

SLOVAKIA - SLOVAQUIE - 
ESLOVAQUIA 

 

Delegate 
Ms Daniela BENEDIKOVA 
Research Centre for Plant Production 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Plestany 
Bratislavska 122 
Phone: +421 33 7722311 
Fax: +421 33 7722311 
Email: benedikova@vurv.sk  

 

SURINAME 

 

Delegate 
Mr Jagdies BHANSING 
Permanent Secretary 
Board Member of the National Seed 
Commission 
Board Member of the National Rice 
Research 
Letitia Vriesdelaan 10 
Paramaribo 
Phone: + 597 479112 

 

THAILAND - THAÏLANDE - TAILANDIA 

 

Delegate 
Ms Chutima RATANASATIEN 
Senior Agricultural Scientist 
Plant Variety Protection Division 
Department of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
50 Phaholyothin Road 
Lad Yao 
Chatuchak 
Bangkok 10600 
Phone: +662 561 4669 
Fax: +662 561 5024 
Email: chutima_ratanasatien@yahoo.com  
chutimar@doa.go.th  

 

Alternate(s) 
Mr Somsong CHOTECHUEN 
National Rice Seed Storage Laboratory for 
Genetic Resources 
Pathumthani Rice Research Center 
Thanyaburi 
Pathumthani 12110 
Phone: +662 5771688 
Fax: +662 5771300 
Email: somsongch@hotmail.com  
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - 
ÉTATS-UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE –  

ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 

 

Delegate 
Ms Suzanne HEINEN 
Agricultural Minister-Councelor 
United States Mission to the United 
Nations 
Agencies for Food and Agriculture 
Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 0646743507 
Fax: +39 0646743520 

 

Alternate(s) 
Ms Danielle K. WOOD 
Bureau of Oceans, Environment, and 
Science 
Office of Ecology and Natural Resource 
Conservation 
2201 C Street NW 
OES/ENRC, Suite 4333 
Washington, DC 20520 
Phone: +! 202 7367113 
Fax: +1 202 7367351 
Email: WoodDK@state.gov  

 

Expert(s)/Adviser(s) 
Ms June BLALOCK 
Office of Technology Transfer 
Agricultural Research Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture  
Room 4-1174 George Washington Carver 
Center 
5601 Sunnyside Ave. 
Beltsville, MD 20705-5131 
Phone: +1 301 5045989 
Fax: +1 301 5045060 

 
Mr Peter TABOR 
Senior Advisor 
Foreign Agricultural Service 
United States Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave., SW 
Room 4119 (Mail Stop 1092) 
Washington, DC 20250 
Phone: +1 202 6903328 
Fax: +1 202 6903316 
Email: peter.tabor@far.usda.gov  

 

Mr Oliver LEWIS 
Attorney-Adviser 
Office of the Legal Adviser 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street, NW 
Washington DC 20520 
Phone: +1 202 6471698 
Email: lewisOM@state.gov  
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REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

 
REPRÉSENTANTS DES NATIONS UNIES ET INSTITUTIONS SPÉCIALISÉES 

 
REPRESENTANTES DE NACIONES UNIDAS Y ORGANISMOS ESPECIALIZADOS 

 
SECRETARIAT FOR THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
SECRÉTARIAT DE LA CONVENTION SUR LA DIVERSITÉ BIOLOGIQUE 
SECRETARÍA DEL CONVENIO SOBRE LA DIVERSIDAD BIOLÓGICA 

 
Ms Susanne HEITMULLER 
Programme Officer 
Social, Economic and Legal Matters 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
413 Saint-Jacques Street 
Suite 800 
Montreal 
QC H2Y 1N9 
Canada 
Phone: +49 228 815 2434 
Email: susanne.heitmuller@cbd.int   
secretariat@cbd.int  

 
THE UNEP WORLD CONSERVATION MONITORING CENTRE 
CENTRE MONDIAL DE SURVEILLANCE DE LA CONSERVATION 
CENTRO MUNDIAL DE VIGILANCIA DE LA CONSERVACIÓN 

 
Ms Anna CHENERY 
Communications Focal Point 
2010 Biodiversity Indicator Partnership Secretariat 
UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Centre 
219 Huntingdon Road 
CB3 0DL  
Cambridge 
United Kingdom 
Phone: +44 1223 277314 (Ext. 264) 
Fax: +44 1223 277136 
Email: anna.chenery@unep-wcmc.org  
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OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 
OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES 

 
OBSERVADORES DE LAS ORGANIZACIONES INTERGUBERNAMENTALES 

 
ARAB ORGANIZATION FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANISATION ARABE POUR LE DÉVELOPPEMENT AGRICOLE 
ORGANIZACIÓN ÁRABE PARA EL DESARROLLO AGRÍCOLA 

 
Mr Reda REZK 
Arab Organization for Agricultural Development 
Amarat street 7 P. O. Box 474  
Khartoum 11111 
Sudan 
Email: info@aoad.org 
redarizk@hotmail.com  

 
CONSULTATIVE GROUP ON INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 
GROUPE CONSULTATIF POUR LA RECHERCHE AGRICOLE INTERNATIONALE 
GRUPO CONSULTIVO SOBRE INVESTIGACIÓN AGRÍCOLA INTERNACIONAL 

 
Mr. Michael HALEWOOD 
Head 
Policy Research and Support Unit 
Bioversity International (CGIAR) 
Via dei Tre Denari 472/a 
00057, Maccarese (Fiumicino) 
Roma 
Italy 
Phone: +39 066118-294 
Fax: +39 066197-9661 
Email: m.halewood@cgiar.org  

 
Mr Gerald MOORE 
Honorary Fellow 
Policy Research and Support Unit 
Bioversity International (CGIAR) 
Via dei Tre Denari 472/a 
00057, Maccarese (Fiumicino) 
Roma 
Italy 
Phone: +39 066118-280 
Fax: +39 066197-9661 
Email: g.moore@cgiar.org  
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Mr Danny HUNTER 
Global Project Coordinator  
Crop Wild Relatives Project 
Bioversity International 
Via dei Tre Denari 472/a 
00057 Maccarese 
Rome 
Phone: +39 066118316 
Fax: +39 066197 9661 
Email: d.hunter@cgiar.org  

 
Ms Elizabeth ARNAUD 
Biodiversity Informatics Coordinator 
SINGER Coordinator 
Bioversity International 
Via dei Tre Denari 472/a 
00057 Maccarese 
Rome 
Phone: +039 066118323 
Fax: +039 066197 9661 
Email: e.arnaud@cgiar.org  

 
Mr David E. WILLIAMS 
Coordinator 
CGIAR System-wide Genetic Resources Programme (SGRP) 
c/o Bioversity International 
Via dei Tre Denari 472/a 
00057 Maccarese 
Rome 
Phone: +039 066118 225 
Fax: +039 066197 9661 
Email: d.williams@cgiar.org  

 
Mr Ruaraidh Sackville HAMILTON 
Head 
Genetic Resources Center 
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) 
DAPO Box 7777 
Metro Manila 
Philippines 
Phone: +63 2 580 5600 (ext.2809) 
Fax: +63 2580 5699 
Email: r.hamilton@cgiar.org  
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Mr Ahmed AMRI 
Head 
Genetic Resources Section 
International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) 
P.O. Box 5689 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Phone: +251 11-6463215 
Fax: +251 11-6461252 /6464645 
Email: j.hanson@cgiar.org  

 
Mr David TAY 
Centro Internacional de la Papa (CIP) 
Apartado 1558 
Lima 12 
Peru 
Phone: +51 1 3496017 
Email: d.tay@cgiar.org  

 
GLOBAL CROP DIVERSITY TRUST 
FOND FIDUCIAIRE MONDIAL POUR LA DIVERSITÉ DES CULTURES 
FONDO MUNDIAL PARA LA DIVERSIDAD DE CULTIVOS 

 
Mr Cary FOWLER 
Executive Director 
Global Crop Diversity Trust 
c/o FAO  
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla  
00153 Rome  
Italy 
Phone: +39 0657053841 
Fax: +39 0657055634 
Email: executivedirector@croptrust.org  

 
Ms Margaret CATLEY-CARLSON 
Chair 
Executive Board 
Global Crop Diversity Trust 
Secretary General Advisory Board on Water  
Global Water Partnership 
No. 714, 456 Moberly Road 
V5Z 4L7 Vancouver 
Canada 
Phone: +1 212 6883149 - 917 459 3239 
Email: m.catley-carlson@cgiar.org  
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Mr Godfrey MWILA 
Programme Scientist 
Globlal Crop Diversity Trust 
c/o FAO  
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla  
00153 Rome  
Italy 
Phone: +39 0657056280 
Fax: +39 0657055634 
Email: godfrey.mwila@croptrust.org  

 
INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE PROTECTION OF NEW VARIETIES OF PLANTS 
UNION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA PROTECTION DES OBTENTIONS VÉGÉTALES 
UNIÓN INTERNACIONAL PARA LA PROTECCIÓN DE LAS OBTENCIONES 
VEGETALES 

 
Mr Rolf JÖRDENS 
Vice Secretary-General 
International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) 
Chemin des Colombettes, 34 
CH 1211 Geneva 20 
Switzerland 
Phone: +41 22 3389155 
Fax: +41 22 7330336 
Email: rolf.joerdens@upov.int  

 
ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK 
BANQUE ISLAMIQUE DE DÉVELOPPEMENT 
BANCO ISLÁMICO DE DESARROLLO 

 
Mr Abderrafia ABDELMOUTTALIB 
Officier de projects 
Banque Islamique de Développement 
B.P. 5925 
Jeddah 21432 
Phone: +966 26466607 
Fax: +966 26467864 
Email: aabdelmo@isdb.org  

 



IT/GB-3/09/Report                Appendix J, page 35 

 

SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY 
SECRÉTARIAT DE LA COMMUNAUTÉ DU PACIFÍQUE 
SECRETARÍA DE LA COMUNIDAD DEL PACÍFICO 

 
Ms Mary TAYLOR 
Genetic Resources Coordinator 
Centre for Pacific Crops and Trees Manager 
Secretariat of the Pacific Community 
Private Mail Bag 
Suva 
Fiji Islands  
Phone: +679 3370733 (Ext 271) 
Fax: +679 3370021 
Email: maryt@spc.int  

 
SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY 
COMMUNAUTÉ DU DÉVELOPPEMENT DE L'AFRIQUE AUSTRALE 
COMUNIDAD PARA EL DESARROLLO DEL ÁFRICA MERIDIONAL 

 
Mr. Paul MUNYENYEMBE 
Head 
Plant Genetic Resources Centre 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) 
Private Bag CH6 
Lusaka 
Zambia 
Phone: +260 211 233391 
Fax: +260 211 233746 
Email: spgrc@zamnet.zm 
registry@sadc.int  

 
Mr Moneim FATIH 
Southern African Development Community  
Plant Genetic Resources Centre 
P/Bag CH 6 
Luzaka 
Zambia 
Phone: +260 21 1 233391 
Fax: +260 21 1 233746 
Email: spgrc@zamnet.zm  
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OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 
OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS NON GOUVERNEMENTALES 

 
OBSERVADORES DE LAS ORGANIZACIONES NO-GUBERNAMENTALES 

 
ACTION GROUP ON EROSION, TECHNOLOGY AND CONCENTRATION 
GROUPE D'ACTION SUR L'ÉROSION, LA TECHNOLOGIE ET LA CONCENTRATION 
GRUPO DE ACCIÓN SOBRE EROSIÓN, TECNOLOGÍA Y CONCENTRACIÓN 

 
Mr Patrick MOONEY 
Executive Director 
ETC Group 
1 Nicholas Street 
Ottawa 
ON Canada K1N 7B7 
Phone: +1 613 2412267 
Fax: +1 613 2412506 
Email: mooney@etcgroup.org  

 
ASOCIACIÓN PARA LA NATURALEZA Y EL DESARROLLO SOSTENIBLE 

 
Mr Alejandro ARGUMEDO 
Director Asociado 
Asociación para la Naturaleza y el Desarrollo Sostenible (ANDES) 
Calle Ruinas 451 
Casilla Postal Nº 567 
Cuzco 
Perú 
Phone: +51 84 245021 
Fax: +51 84 232603 
Email: alejandro@andes.org.pe  

 
ASSOCIATION DE REFLÉXION D'ÉCHANGES ET D'ACTION POUR 
L'ENVIRONNEMENT ET LE DÉVELOPPEMENT 

 
M. Burhan Eddine El Mounir BENCHARIF 
Coordinateur Programme Développement durable 
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