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REPORT ON THE STATUS OF COOPERATION
WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

I.

INTRODUCTION

1.
At its second meeting, the Interim Committee decided on a draft agenda for the first session
of the Governing Body that included a report on the status of cooperation with other international
organizations.1
2.
This document reviews the provisions of the Treaty that either directly or indirectly
require the Governing Body to cooperate with other international organizations, and the types of
cooperation that may be involved. It identifies ongoing international processes of direct relevance
to the Treaty and its Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing, in order that the
Governing Body may consider its positions in this regard. It reports on recent agreements between
FAO and the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and between FAO and the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), which the Governing Body may wish to take into
account in developing cooperation with these Organizations.
3.

The Treaty recognizes, in Article 15,
the importance to this Treaty of the ex situ collections of plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture held in trust by the International Agricultural Research Centres (IARCs)
of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR).

4.
The IARCs will have a major role to play, in consultation with the Governing Body, in
supporting the implementation of the Treaty. Relations with the CGIAR Centres, which are
invited to sign agreements with the Governing Body, and bring their ex situ collections under the
Treaty, are dealt with in the document, Draft Agreements between the Governing Body and the
IARCs of the CGIAR, and other relevant international institutions.2 They are therefore not
considered in this document.
5.
The present document deals with intergovernmental organizations. The Governing Body
may also wish to consider relations with international non-governmental organizations. Contacts
made with them, during the Interim Committee process, are described in the document, Report on
contacts made by the Interim Secretariat with relevant organizations, in order to promote the
Funding Strategy,3 and in the document, Report on activities undertaken by the Interim
Secretariat.4
II.

COOPERATION REQUIRED BY THE TREATY

6.
The Treaty directly requires cooperation between the Governing Body and a variety of
international organizations. This is reflected in Article 19.3g, where one of the functions of the
Governing Body is stated to be to:
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establish and maintain cooperation with other relevant international organizations and
treaty bodies, including in particular the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity, on matters covered by this Treaty, including their participation in
the funding strategy.
7.

This is reflected in the functions of the Secretary of the Governing Body, in Article 20.5:
The Secretary shall cooperate with other organizations and treaty bodies, including in
particular the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, in achieving the
objectives of this Treaty.

8.

The need for such cooperation can be grouped under the following headings:
•
•

Cooperation with the CBD; and
Cooperation with other organizations in relation to the Funding Strategy.
Cooperation with the CBD

9.
Throughout the negotiations of the Treaty, the Conference of the Parties to the CBD
supported the process, and
“Recognize[d] the important role that the International Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture will have, in harmony with the Convention on
Biological Diversity, for the conservation and sustainable utilization of this important
component of agricultural biological diversity, for facilitated access to plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture, and for the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits
arising out of their utilization”.5
10.
In turn, the objectives of the Treaty were composed to be in harmony with the CBD.
Article 1.1 of the Treaty provides that its objectives “will be attained by closely linking this Treaty
to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and to the Convention on
Biological Diversity”. In Article 19.3, specific provision is made for the Governing Body of the
Treaty to cooperate with the Conference of the Parties to the CBD. The Governing Body shall:
(l) take note of relevant decisions of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD and other
relevant international organizations and treaty bodies;
(m) inform, as appropriate, the Conference of the Parties to the CBD and other relevant
international organizations and treaty bodies of matters regarding the
implementation of this Treaty;
11.
Finally, Article 17.1 provides that “in developing the Global Information System,
cooperation will be sought with the Clearing House Mechanism of the Convention on Biological
Diversity”.
12.
There is also considerable ongoing policy and technical cooperation between FAO and its
Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and the CBD, as described in the
document, Relationship between the Governing Body and the Commission on Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture.6
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13.
In the case of the CBD, the prime focus is the work of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working
Group on Access and Benefit-sharing, charged with the elaboration and negotiation of an
international regime on access and benefit-sharing. The Eighth Conference of the Parties to the
CBD (Curitiba, Brazil, 20 - 31 March 2006) took a number of decisions of relevance to the
Governing Body and the Treaty. These are excerpted in Appendix 1 to the present document.7
(The more general references to FAO are not excerpted.) For ease of reference, the elements of
those decisions directly addressing the Governing Body, and to which it may wish to respond at
the present meeting, are underlined. These are:
•
•
•

VIII/4. Access and benefit-sharing, para. 3 and 8.
VIII/16. Cooperation with other conventions and international organizations and
initiative, para. 15.
VIII/23, Agricultural biodiversity
A. Cross-cutting initiative on biodiversity for food and nutrition, para. 10.
C. Genetic use restriction technologies, para. 3.

14.
In May 2005, FAO signed a general Memorandum of Cooperation with the Secretariat of
the CBD (reproduced in Appendix 2 to the present document), which provides a framework in
which to develop and strengthen the cooperation between the two institutions. The attention of the
Governing Body is drawn to the third recital of the preamble, which describes FAO’s role in
providing a framework of binding international legal agreements (under Article XIV of the
Constitution of FAO), including the Treaty, and a number of internationally agreed policy
instruments and processes, including the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.
Cooperation with other organizations in relation to the Funding Strategy
15.
The Treaty’s Funding Strategy8 foresees a variety of activities, undertaken both with
resources under its direct control, and resources not under its direct control. In particular, by
Article 18.4a:
The Contracting Parties shall take the necessary and appropriate measures within the
Governing Bodies of relevant international mechanisms, funds and bodies to ensure due
priority and attention to the effective allocation of predictable and agreed resources for
the implementation of plans and programmes under this Treaty.
16.
The Open-ended Working Group on the Rules of Procedure and the Financial Rules of
the Governing Body, Compliance and the Funding Strategy (Rome, 14 -17 December 2005)
accordingly requested the Interim Secretariat to “establish contact with relevant organizations in
order to promote the Funding Strategy, and to invite such organizations to participate in the first
session of the Governing Body”. The document, Report on contacts made by the Interim
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At the time of preparing this document, only an “advance version—subject to final editing and clearance”
of the decisions adopted by the Conference of the Parties, was available on the internet, at
http://www.biodiv.org/doc/meetings/cop/cop-08/cop-08-decision-advance-en.pdf. The on-line text is in
English only, for which reason, the English text is given in Appendix 1 in all language versions of this
document.
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Secretariat with relevant organisations, in order to promote the Funding Strategy,9 provides the
Governing Body with information on these contacts.10
III.

RELEVANT ONGOING PROCESSES IN OTHER INTERNATIONAL FORUMS

17.
Major international discussions on matters of direct relevance to the Treaty, related to
access and benefit-sharing for genetic resources, continued throughout the period of the Interim
Committee, particularly in three forums: the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and its
subsidiary bodies; the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and its
Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional
Knowledge and Folklore; and the World Trade Organization (WTO) Council for Trade-related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). The Interim Secretariat attended a large number
of meetings in these organizations, and provided, where appropriate, information on the
provisions of the Treaty and the work of the Interim Committee.
18.
The document, Report on activities undertaken by the Interim Secretariat,11 provides a
picture of the many interactions between the Interim Secretariat and, in particular, the CBD and
its various bodies, and the WIPO and its Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property
and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC) during the interim period, of
direct relevance to the Treaty.
WIPO and its Intergovernmental Committee on
Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore
19.
In the case of WIPO, the prime focus is the work of its Intergovernmental Committee on
Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore. In this context,
and in WIPO and the WTO more generally, a variety of matters are being discussed of direct
relevance to the Treaty, including the possible role of a certificate of origin/source/legal
provenance of genetic resources, in the context of applications for the grant of patents. The
Interim Secretariat has in this forum noted that, in the event of such an instrument being agreed,
materials from the Treaty’s Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing should declare
their origin as being the Multilateral System, with the Standard Material Transfer Agreement
playing the role of such a certificate.
20.
The Governing Body may also wish to note that an Agreement between the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) has been approved and will soon be signed.12 This provides, inter alia, for
cooperation on a number of matter relevant to the Treaty, including Farmers’ Rights and
traditional knowledge; agricultural biotechnology; genetic resources for food and agriculture; and
access to, and transfer of, technology in the food and agriculture sector. It further provides for
technical cooperation, as appropriate, on issues relevant to international instruments under the
aegis of the two organizations, including the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture. The Governing Body may wish to consider whether it wishes to consider
cooperation with WIPO, at this or a subsequent meeting.
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RELEVANT MENTIONS OF THE TREATY IN THE DECISIONS OF THE EIGHTH
CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE CBD, CURITIBA, BRAZIL (20 - 31 MARCH
2006)
More general mentions of FAO are not excerpted.
Direct requests to the Governing Body are underlined.
Decision VIII/1, Island Biodiversity
The Conference of the Parties
1. Adopts the programme of work on island biodiversity annexed to the present decision, as a set
of actions addressing characteristics and problems that are specific to islands; [...]
Annex: PROGRAMME OF WORK ON ISLAND BIODIVERSITY [...]
GOAL 4: ACCESS AND BENEFIT-SHARING OF ISLAND GENETIC RESOURCES
All access to genetic resources from islands is in line with the Convention on Biological Diversity
and its relevant provisions and, as appropriate and wherever possible, with the International
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and other applicable agreements
(target 10.1 of the 2010 framework)
***
VIII/2. Biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands
The Conference of the Parties, [...]
12. Adopts the goals and targets for the programme of work on the biological diversity of dry and
sub-humid lands contained in the annex to this decision.
Annex: PROVISIONAL GOALS AND TARGETS FOR THE PROGRAMME OF WORK
ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY OF DRY AND SUB-HUMID LANDS
All access to genetic resources derived from dry and sub-humid lands is in line with the
Convention on Biological Diversity and its relevant provisions and, as appropriate and wherever
possible, with the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.
***
VIII/4. Access and benefit-sharing
The Conference of the Parties,[...]
Recalling its decision VII/19, on access and benefit-sharing, [...]
A. International regime on access and benefit-sharing [...]
2. Decides to transmit the annex to the present decision to the fifth meeting of the Ad Hoc Openended Working Group on Access and Benefit-sharing for the purposes of continuing to elaborate
and negotiate the international regime in accordance with decision VII/19 D, as well as, inter alia,
the following inputs for the elaboration and negotiation of an international regime:
(a) The outcomes of the group of technical experts on the certificate of origin/source/legal
provenance;
(b) A progress report on the gap analysis, and the matrix, and;
(c) Other inputs submitted by Parties relating to access and benefit-sharing.
The annex reflects the range of views held by Parties at the fourth meeting of the Ad Hoc Openended Working Group on Access and Benefit-sharing; [...]
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3. Invites Parties, Governments, indigenous and local communities, international organizations
and all relevant stakeholders to provide information regarding the inputs on an analysis of existing
legal and other instruments at national, regional and international levels relating to access and
benefit-sharing to the Secretariat of the Convention four months prior to the fifth meeting of the
Working Group on Access and Benefit-sharing; [...]
6. Requests the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Access and Benefit-sharing to continue
the elaboration and negotiation of the international regime in accordance with its terms of
reference in decision VII/19D and instructs the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group to complete
its work at the earliest possible time before the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties; [...]
8. Invites Parties, Governments, indigenous and local communities, international organisations
and all relevant stakeholders to submit to the Secretariat further information relevant to the gap
analysis;
9. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare, for the fifth meeting of the Working Group on
Access and Benefit-sharing, the final version of the gap analysis referred to in decision VII/19 D,
annex, paragraph (a) (i), bearing in mind that this work will proceed in parallel and not hold up
the work relating to the elaboration and negotiation of the international regime; [...]
Annex [...]
Scope [...]
3. [The international regime will not apply to the plant genetic resources [of those plant species]
that are considered by [under annex 1 of] the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture [or by the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture],
[when those resources are used for the purposes of that Treaty].
4. [The international regime is without prejudice to the FAO International Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture and will take into account the work of the WIPO/IGC on the
intellectual property aspects of sui generis systems for the protection of traditional knowledge and
folklore against misappropriation and misuse].
***
VIII/15. Framework for monitoring implementation of the achievement of the 2010 target and
integration of targets into the thematic programmes of work
The Conference of the Parties [...]
9. Endorses the goals and global outcome-oriented targets integrated into the programmes of work
on the biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands, marine and coastal biodiversity, biodiversity of
inland water ecosystems, mountain biological diversity and island biodiversity, and into the
expanded programme of work on forest biological diversity, as contained in annex IV to the
present decision, noting the relationship between these targets and those of the Johannesburg Plan
of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the Millennium
Development Goals, and the joint work programme on dry and sub-humid lands between the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification; [...]
Annex IV: APPLICATION OF THE PROVISIONAL FRAMEWORK OF GOALS AND
TARGETS FOR 2010 TO THE THEMATIC PROGRAMMES OF WORK OF THE
CONVENTION [...]
Goal 10. Ensure the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of genetic
resources
Target 10.1: All access to genetic resources is in line with the Convention on Biological
Diversity and its relevant provisions
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•

All access to genetic resources derived from forest biological diversity is in line with the
Convention on Biological Diversity and its relevant provisions and, as appropriate and
wherever possible, with the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture.

•

All access to genetic resources derived from mountain ecosystems is in line with the
Convention on Biological Diversity and its relevant provisions and, as appropriate and
wherever possible, with the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture.

•

All access to genetic resources derived from dry and sub-humid lands is in line with the
Convention on Biological Diversity and its relevant provisions and, as appropriate and
wherever possible, with the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture.

•

All access to genetic resources from islands is in line with the Convention on Biological
Diversity and its relevant provisions and, as appropriate and wherever possible, with the
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and other
applicable agreements.
***

VIII/16. Cooperation with other conventions and international organizations and initiatives
The Conference of the Parties [...]
9. Welcomes ongoing cooperation with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, particularly the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, the
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, the International Plant
Protection Convention, as well as other FAO processes, on issues related to agriculture, fisheries,
forests and other matters; [...]
15. Invites the secretariat of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture to join the liaison group of the biodiversity-related conventions;
***
VIII/23. Agricultural biodiversity [...]
A. Cross-cutting initiative on biodiversity for food and nutrition [...]
3. Adopts the framework for a cross-cutting initiative on biodiversity for food and nutrition, as
contained in the annex to the present decision, which builds upon existing national activities; [...]
10. Invites the governing body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture to take note, at its first meeting, of the cross-cutting initiative and to collaborate
in its implementation; [...]
C. Genetic use restriction technologies [...]
2. Encourages Parties, other Governments, relevant organizations, and interested stakeholders to:
(a) Respect traditional knowledge and Farmers’ Rights to the preservation of seeds under
traditional cultivation;
(b) Continue to undertake further research, within the mandate of decision V/5 section III, on the
impacts of genetic use restriction technologies, including their ecological, social, economic and
cultural impacts, particularly on indigenous and local communities; and
(c) Continue to disseminate the results of studies on the potential environmental (e.g., risk
assessment), socio-economic and cultural impacts of genetic use restriction technologies on
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smallholder farmers, indigenous and local communities, and make these studies available in a
transparent manner through, inter alia, the clearing-house mechanism;
3. Invites the Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture to examine, within the context of its work, priorities and available resources, the
potential impacts of genetic use restriction technologies with special consideration to the impacts
on indigenous and local communities and associated traditional knowledge, smallholder farmers
and breeders and Farmers’ Rights.
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