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Item 9 of the Draft Provisional Agenda 

INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 
FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

THIRD MEETING OF THE AD HOC ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE 
FUNDING STRATEGY  

Rome, Italy, 16-17 October 2008 

REPORT 

 

 

Agenda Item 1 - Opening of the meeting 

 
1. The Secretary of the International Treaty, Mr. Shakeel Bhatti, opened the meeting and 
welcomed the members of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding Strategy (“the 
Committee”). The list of participants is attached in Appendix 1. 
 
2. Mr. Bhatti described the revised terms of reference of the Committee adopted by the 
Governing Body at its Second Session and recalled the successful work of the Committee during 
the last biennium. 

 

Agenda Item 2 - Election of Co-chairs  

 
3. The Committee elected Mr. Bert Visser and Ms. Ana Berretta as Co-chairs. 

 

Agenda Item 3 - Adoption of the agenda  

 
4. The Committee adopted its agenda, as given in Appendix 2. 

 

Agenda Item 4 - Status of the implementation of the Funding Strategy 

 
5. The Secretary reported on progress towards the implementation and operationalization of 
the Funding Strategy since the Second Session of the Governing Body and informed the Committee 
about the announcements of contributions made by Norway and Italy to the benefit-sharing fund of 
the Treaty, which the Committee estimated to amount to approximately 500,000 USD. 



IT/ACFS-3/08/Report 2 

 
6. The Committee commended the initiative taken by both countries and thanked them for 
their generous contributions. It noted that other Contracting Parties were considering making 
similar contributions and encouraged them and others to join Norway and Italy in efforts to 
implement the Funding Strategy. 
 
7. The Committee stressed the importance of being able to demonstrate concrete progress 
towards the operationalization of the Funding Strategy at the Third Session of the Governing Body, 
as a clear signal to Contracting Parties and also as an encouragement for potential donors. This 
would contribute to the building of trust in the functioning of the Funding Strategy, in the sharing of 
benefits, and in the functioning of the Treaty overall. At the same time, the Committee stressed the 
need to ensure transparency of operations and accessability of relevant information to all 
Contracting Parties and stakeholders. 
 
8. The Committee considered the request for advice from the Bureau (IT/ACFS-3/08/2) 
regarding a first project cycle under the Funding Strategy. In response to the request by the Bureau, 
the Committee provided the following advice: 

• It recommended that an appropriate amount for small scale projects would be up to a 
maximum of 50,000 USD; 

• It recommended that up to 250,000 USD should be assigned to the first project cycle. 
 
9. The Committee also noted that the Bureau would consider opening the call for proposals at 
its next meeting. In light of this, the Committee felt the need to offer an alternative timeline for the 
first project cycle, as outlined in Appendix 3, for consideration by the Bureau, recognizing that the 
responsibility for project approval between sessions had been delegated by the Governing Body to 
the Bureau. In this context the Committee felt that if the Bureau does not wish to open the call for 
proposals before its next meeting, it would be best to open the project cycle only after the Third 
Session of the Governing Body, in order to avoid confusion in the Governing Body on the 
relationship between the present mandate of the Bureau for project approval between sessions and a 
potential subsequent mandate. 
 
10. The position of the Committee is based on strong signals from the Regions that further 
delay in the implementation of the Funding Strategy will be detrimental to the functioning of the 
Treaty, and that Contracting Parties and other stakeholders may loose trust in the Treaty. For that 
reason the Funding Strategy should become operational in order to show full commitment of all 
stakeholders to the provisions as referred to in Article 18.4 (b) of the Treaty. 
 
11. The Committee acknowledged the general principle that incoming funds should be spent in 
a timely manner, and that this principle should also apply to the management of resources under the 
direct control of the Governing Body.  
 
12. The Committee recalled that, according to the operational procedures, projects meeting the 
requirements for approval but not fundable within the project cycle should be presented to donors 
for possible funding or may be re-submitted in the following project cycle. 

 

Agenda Item 5 - Elaboration of Annex 4 of the Funding Strategy: Information and Reporting 
Requirements under the Funding Strategy 

 
13. Based upon the draft text provided in Appendix 1 of document IT/ACFS-3/08/3, the 
Committee prepared and agreed on a draft text of Annex 4 of the Funding Strategy, Information and 
Reporting Requirements under the Funding Strategy, leaving some text under part II of the draft 
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text of Annex 4 in brackets for further consideration by the Committee at its fourth meeting. The 
draft text of Annex 4 of the Funding Strategy is contained in Appendix 4. 
 
14. The Committee requested the Secretariat to prepare options in relation to accounting 
standards regarding the general overview on and status of funds received and disbursed under the 
benefit-sharing fund, under part II of the draft text of Annex 4. The Committee acknowledged the 
crosscutting principles which should apply to the information and reporting requirements as 
presented in paragraph 42 of document IT/ACFS-3/08/3. 
 
15. The Committee agreed to develop standard formats for reporting from Contracting Parties, 
in order to simplify the work of Contracting Parties and the Secretariat, and to facilitate the analysis 
and assessment of the provided information. 
 
16. Regarding the information and reporting provided by international organisations with which 
the Governing Body has entered into agreements, the Committee noted the importance of the 
availability of data on access to germplasm granted by these organisations. 

 

Agenda Item 6 - Development of a strategic plan for the implementation of the Funding 
Strategy 

 
17. The Co-chair, Mr. Visser, introduced document IT/ACFS-3/08/4 and recalled that the 
Committee would, at its present meeting, consider both the guiding principles for the development 
of the strategic plan and possible elements of the strategic plan. He also noted that the preliminary 
comments and discussions at the present meeting would provide the basis for the consideration of a 
full draft of the strategic plan at the next meeting of the Committee.  
 
18. The Committee agreed that the guiding principles outlined in the document should address 
the fundamental importance of the role and commitment of Contracting Parties in making 
contributions to the Funding Strategy as foreseen under the Treaty. The Committee also generally 
agreed on the four guiding principles and acknowledged their role for resource mobilization. 
 
19. The Committee stressed that the strategic plan should ensure that the Funding Strategy is 
attractive to Contracting Parties and all other categories of potential contributors. 
 
20. The Committee felt it would be important for the success of the strategic plan to identify the 
specific position of the Treaty and its Funding Strategy within the continuum of international 
funding for activities in plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and to systematically and 
strategically communicate this to the broader donor community. 
 
21. The Committee discussed the management of funds under the FAO Trust Account and 
emphasized the importance of ensuring efficient operation of the Funding Strategy through 
streamlined and customized administrative and management procedures for the receipt and 
disbursement of funds. The Committee agreed that this should be addressed by the strategic plan. 
 
22. The Committee felt that it would be important to publicize evidence of the political support 
that the Funding Strategy enjoys from Contracting Parties. 
 
23. It considered the value of establishing an endowment fund or a combined structure between 
an endowment fund and direct funding of projects under the benefit-sharing fund. 
 
24. Regarding the possible elements of the strategic plan, the Committee proposed the 
inclusion, for consideration at its fourth meeting, of an additional element on the expected outcomes 
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or results of the activities undertaken. It also felt that the goal or goals should better reflect the 
substance of the Treaty’s objectives. 
 
25. The Committee requested the Secretariat to prepare for the further development of the 
strategic plan. 
 
26. The Committee felt it important to have concrete estimates for the targets of the strategic 
plan and identified the following three ways for the development of the strategic plan: 
 

• the Committee will request the Vice-chairs and the National Focal Points to provide 
information on a limited set of questions for the preparation of estimates of funding 
targets for the three priorities identified in Annex 1 of the Funding Strategy; 

• a study will be commissioned by the Secretariat, subject to the availability of funds; 
• a brainstorming workshop with high-level and experienced experts will be held directly 

preceding the next meeting of the Committee, subject to its feasibility, available 
capacity of the Secretariat and the availability of funds. 

 
27. The Committee requested the Co-chairs and Secretariat to further explore the three options 
and provide them to the members of the Committee for their information and comments, in 
preparation for its next meeting. 
 
28. The Committee felt it would be helpful for the further development of the strategic plan to 
engage professional fundraising services, subject to the availability of funds. 

 

Agenda Item 7 - Date and place of the fourth meeting of the Committee 

 
29. The Committee agreed that its fourth meeting will be held in Rome from 11 to 13 March 
2009. 

 

Agenda Item 8 - Other business 

 

Agenda Item 9 - Adoption of the report 

 
30. The Committee adopted the report of its third meeting. 
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Appendix 1 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

AFRICA Region 

 

Mme Elizabeth MATOS 

Président 

Comité national des ressources  

  phytogénétiques 

Prédio CNIC-U.A.N. 

Av. Revolução de Outubro 

10043 (BG) Luanda 

Angola 

Phone: +244 222 325673 - 321688 

E-mail: cnrf@ebonet.net; fitogen@ebonet.net 

 

 Mr Evans Olonyi SIKINYI 

Manager 

Plant Variety Protection Office 

Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service 

P.O. Box 49592 

00100 Nairobi 

Kenya 

Phone: +254 020 3536171/2 

Fax: +254 020 3536175 

E-mail: esikinyi@kephis.org 

 

ASIA Region Mr Sugiono MOELJOPAWIRO  

Plant Breeder and Senior Scientist  

Indonesian Centre for Agricultural  

  Biotechnology and Genetic Resources 

  Research and Development  

Ministry of Agriculture 

Jln. Tentara Pelajar 3A 

Bogor 16111 

Indonesia 

Phone: +62 251 316897 

Fax: +62 251 338820 

E-mail: sugionom@indo.net.id 
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EUROPEAN Region 

 

Mr Bert VISSER 

Director  

Centre for Genetic Resources 

Wageningen University  

P.O. Box 16  

6700 AA Wageningen 

The Netherlands 

Phone: +31 317 477184 

Fax: +31 317 418094 

E-mail: bert.visser@wur.nl 

 

 Ms Grethe Helene EVJEN 

Senior Adviser  

Ministry of Agriculture and Food 

P.O. Box 8007 Dep 

N-0030 Oslo 

Norway  

Phone: +47 22 24 90 90 

Fax: +47 22 24 95 55 

E-mail: grethe-helene.evjen@lmd.dep.no 

 

LATIN AMERICA AND  

THE CARIBBEAN Region 

 

Mr Saulo CEOLIN  

First Secretary  

Alternate Permanent Representative  

  to FAO  

Permanent Representation of the Federative 

  Republic of Brazil to FAO  

Via di Santa Maria dell’Anima 32  

00186 Rome 

Italy  

Phone: +39 06 6789353 

Fax: +39 06 68398802 

E-mail: ceolin@brafao.it 
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 Sra Ana BERRETTA 

Presidente 

Comité Nacional de Recursos Fitogenéticos 

Ministerio de Ganadería, Agricultura y Pesca 

INIA La Estanzuela 

70006 Colonia 

Uruguay 

Phone: +598 2 23187 

Fax: +598 2 2887077 

E-mail: aberretta@dn.inia.org.uy 

 

NEAR EAST Region 

 

Mr Ali Abdulla AL-SHURAI 

Director General 

National Genetic Resources Centre 

P.O. Box 3411 Hodeidah 

Dhamar 

Yemen 

Phone: +967 6423917 

Fax: +967 6423917 - 6423914 

E-mail: ngrc_yemen@yahoo.com 

shuraiaa@yahoo.com 

shurai@y.net.ye 

 

NORTH AMERICA Region 

 

Mr Marco VALICENTI 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Canadian Embassy  

(Office of the Deputy and  

Alternate Permanent Representatives)  

Via Zara, 30  

00198 Rome  

Italy 

Phone: +39 06 854442554 

Fax: +39 06 854442930 

E-mail: marco.valicenti@international.gc.ca 
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 Mr Kent VACHON 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Canadian Embassy  

(Office of the Deputy and  

Alternate Permanent Representatives)  

Via Zara, 30  

00198 Rome  

Italy 

Phone: +39 06 854442551 

Fax: +39 06 854442930 

E-mail: kent.vachon@international.gc.ca 

 

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC Region Ms Emily COLLINS 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Embassy of Australia  

Via Antonio Bosio, 5  

00161 Rome 

Italy 

Phone: +39 06 85272376/ 852721  

Fax: +39 06 85272346 

E-Mail: emily.collins@dfat.gov.au 

 

  

Secretariat of IT-PGRFA 

 

Mr Shakeel BHATTI 

Secretary 

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations 

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 1 

00153 Rome 

Italy 

Phone: +39 06 57053441 

Fax: +39 06 57056347 

E-mail: shakeel.bhatti@fao.org  
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 Mr Selim LOUAFI 

Senior Treaty Support Officer 

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations 

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 1 

00153 Rome 

Italy 

Phone: +39 06 57053854 

Fax: +39 06 57056347 

E-mail: selim.louafi@fao.org  

 

 Ms Marie SCHLOEN 

Treaty Support Officer 

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations 

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 1 

00153 Rome 

Italy 

Tel: +39 06 57056187 

Fax: +39 06 57056347 

E-mail: marie.schloen@fao.org 

 

 Ms Juanita CHAVES 

Treaty Support Officer 

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations 

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 1 

00153 Rome 

Italy 

Tel: +39 06 57056628 

Fax: +39 06 57056347 

E-mail: juanita.chavezs@fao.org 
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Appendix 2 
 
 
 
 

Item 3 of the Draft Provisional Agenda 

INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 
FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

THIRD MEETING OF THE AD HOC ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE 
FUNDING STRATGEY  

Rome, Italy, 16-17 October 2008 

DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

 

 

1. Opening of the meeting 

2. Election of the Co-chairs for the third meeting of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the 
Funding Strategy 

3. Adoption of the agenda for the third meeting of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the 
Funding Strategy 

4. Status of the implementation of the Funding Strategy 

5. Elaboration of Annex 4 of the Funding Strategy: Information and Reporting Requirements 
under the Funding Strategy 

6. Development of a strategic plan for the implementation of the Funding Strategy 

7. Date and place of the fourth meeting of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding 
Strategy 

8. Other business 

9. Adoption of report 
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Appendix 3 

 
Alternative timeline for the first project cycle 

 

Step within the project cycle Deadline Responsibility 

Opening a call for proposals (II.1) October 31, 2008  Transmission of advice from the Ad 
Hoc Advisory Committee to the 
Bureau (Co-chairs of the Committee; 
through email) 

Consideration of the advice of the 
Committee, agreement on timeline  
and decision to open a call for 
proposals (Bureau; through email) 

Preparation of the call for proposals, 
adapted from the standard call for 
proposals as prepared by the Ad Hoc 
Advisory Committee at its second 
meeting (Secretariat) 

Advertisement of the call for proposals 
on the Treaty website and through the 
National Focal Points (Secretariat) 

Consultations with Regions on 
designation of one expert per Region 
for the panel of experts (Bureau; 
through email) 

 

Submission of pre-proposals (II.2) December 31, 2008 Contracting Parties or legal or natural 
persons, in consultation with the 
Contracting Party or Contracting 
Parties in question. The formal 
submission should be by Contracting 
Party or Parties in question to the 
Secretary of the Governing Body 

 

Screening and response to pre- 
proposals (II.3) 

February 16, 2009  Preparatory work (Secretariat) 

Screening and response to pre-
proposals (Bureau) 

Sending of response to pre-proposals 
(Secretariat) 

 

Designation of experts for the 
panel of experts (II.5) 

February 16, 2009  Designation of experts for the panel of 
experts (Bureau) 

Agreement on deadlines for appraisal 
of project proposals (Bureau) 
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Submissions of project proposals 
from approved pre-proposals (II.4) 

March 15, 2009  Contracting Parties or legal or natural 
persons, in consultation with the 
Contracting Party or Contracting 
Parties in question. The formal 
submission should be by Contracting 
Party or Parties in question to the 
Secretary of the Governing Body 

 

Appraisal of project proposals 
(II.5) 

April 30, 2009  Recommendations on appraisal of 
project proposals (panel of experts; as 
far as possible through email) 

 

Approval of projects for funding 
(II.6) 

May 31, 2009  Appraisal of project proposals on the 
basis of the recommendations of the 
panel of experts (Bureau; through 
email) 

Publication of portfolio of project 
proposals on the website of the Treaty; 
notification to the Contracting Parties 
(Secretariat) 

Approval of projects (Bureau; through 
email or in a meeting) 

 

Notification of approved proposals 
by the Bureau 

June 1-5, 2009 Governing Body 3 

 

Contract negotiations (II.7)  Secretariat / recipients  
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Appendix 4 

 

ANNEX 4 OF THE FUNDING STRATEGY 

 

 

DRAFT INFORMATION AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE FUNDING 
STRATEGY 

 

Annex 4 sets out the information and reporting requirements under the Funding Strategy of the 
Treaty, in order to facilitate the monitoring of the implementation of the Funding Strategy and the 
assessment of its efficacy by the Governing Body.  

The relevant information is to be compiled by the Secretariat. The pertinent elements of the reports 
to the Governing Body will also be made available through the website of the Treaty. 

 
I. Periodicity of information and reporting 

Information and reporting to the Governing Body will normally be provided every two 
years, or according to the periodicity of the regular sessions of the Governing Body. 
Reporting periods will normally cover the preceding two full calendar years before 
meetings of the Governing Body. 

 
II. Information and reporting on resources under the direct control of the Governing 

Body 

The information and reporting on resources under the direct control of the Governing Body 
will be provided by the Secretariat and will include: 
 
• General overview on and status of funds received and disbursed under the benefit-

sharing fund1, according to: priorities established under Annex 1 of the Funding 
Strategy; beneficiaries by stakeholder groups and geographic area; and crops 
addressed; and other relevant criteria; [in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles] [in accordance with the International Public Sector Accounting 
Standards] 

 
• Detailed data on and breakdown of funds received to the benefit-sharing fund, 

including information on individual contributors, corresponding amounts received, 
provenance of funds by contributors category and regional distribution; 

 
• Synoptic information on projects funded from the benefit-sharing fund, including 

project description and status, and reflecting the information generated under the 
project reporting and monitoring as foreseen in the project cycle in Annex 3 of the 
Funding Strategy; 

 

                                                      
1 The benefit-sharing fund will include:  

• Mandatory and voluntary contributions pursuant to Article 13.2 of the International Treaty  
• Voluntary contributions from any source to implement the Funding Strategy provided for in Article 18 of the 

International Treaty 

The benefit-sharing fund will be administered through the Trust Account referred to in Article 19.3 (f) of the 
International Treaty. 
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• Assessment and evaluation of the sustainable effects and impacts of the use of 
resources under the direct control of the Governing Body, according to the 
independent evaluation procedures set out in the project cycle in Annex 3 of the 
Funding Strategy; 

 
• Assessment and evaluation of the overall operation of the benefit-sharing fund, 

including the receipt, administration and disbursement of funds, and the management 
of the project cycle; 

 
• Emerging issues and possible measures that might be considered by the Governing 

Body to improve the operations of the Funding Strategy regarding resources under the 
direct control of the Governing Body. 

 
III. Information and reporting on resources not under the direct control of the Governing 

Body 

The information and reporting on resources not under the direct control of the Governing 
Body provided by Contracting Parties, non-Contracting Parties, international organisations 
with which the Governing Body has entered into agreements, and relevant international 
mechanisms, funds and bodies, will be compiled by the Secretariat. 
 

1) Information and reporting provided according to standard formats by Contracting 
Parties and non-Contracting Parties will include: 

 
• Reporting on the results of measures taken within the Governing Bodies 

of relevant international mechanisms, funds and bodies, to ensure due 
priority and attention to the effective allocation of predictable and agreed 
resources for plans and programmes relevant for the implementation of 
the Treaty; 

 
• Reporting on the results of actions taken to promote voluntary 

contributions from sources within their country for plans and 
programmes relevant for the implementation of the Treaty; 

 
• Information on bilateral funding and assistance provided relevant to the 

Funding Strategy from sources within their country; 
 
• Information on national activities, plans and programmes for building 

capacity in plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and for the 
conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and 
agriculture. 

 
2) Information and reporting provided by international organisations with which the 

Governing Body has entered into agreements will include: 
 

• Reporting on resources provided and activities undertaken in support of 
the implementation of the Treaty. 

 
3) Information and reporting provided by relevant international mechanisms, funds 

and bodies will include:  
 

• Information on their mandates, priorities, eligibility criteria, procedures 
and availability of resources relevant to the support of actions for the 
implementation of the Treaty. 


