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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 

and Agriculture adopted the Funding Strategy for the implementation of the Treaty at its First 

Session in June 2006, with the objective to “enhance the availability, transparency, efficiency 

and effectiveness of the provision of financial resources to implement activities under the 

Treaty”.
1
  

2. At its Second Session in November 2007, the Governing Body “adopted, as annexes 

to the Funding Strategy, Priorities; Eligibility Criteria; and Operational Procedures for the 

use of resources under its direct control”.
2
 According to the operational procedures, the 

Governing Body delegated responsibility for project approval between sessions to the Bureau, 

under exceptional circumstances and for smaller scale projects.
3
 

3. Since its adoption, there has been a strong demand from Contracting Parties for the 

operationalization of the Funding Strategy, and during the Second Session of the Governing 

Body several Contracting Parties “expressed their disappointment at the slow pace of 

implementation of the Funding Strategy, […], stressing the need for clear signals”.
4
  

4. Fortunately, several Contracting Parties have in the meantime indicated that their 

pledges of funds to be put under the direct control of the Governing Body are immediately 

forthcoming. 

 

II. START-UP ROUND OF THE PROJECT CYCLE 

5.  The forthcoming contributions to the benefit sharing fund of the Treaty would allow 

the Funding Strategy to be operational by the time of the Third Session of the Governing 

Body.  
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6.  In order to achieve the operationalization of the Funding Strategy by the Third 

Session of the Governing Body and thereby respond to the concerns expressed by Contracting 

Parties about the slow pace of implementation of the Funding Strategy, a start-up round of the 

project cycle according to the operational procedures could be initiated during the current 

intersessional period. 

7. This start-up round of the project cycle would follow the steps outlined in the 

operational procedures adopted by the Governing Body and would undergo these steps in an 

expedited process, commensurate with the scale of resources at the disposal of the Governing 

Body in this first project cycle. The experiences gained and lessons learned during this start-

up round would benefit future rounds of the project cycle. 

8. At its second meeting the Bureau of the Third Session of the Governing Body noted 

that voluntary contributions to the benefit sharing fund were being received and considered 

the possibility of initiating the start-up round of the project cycle at its next meeting. The 

Bureau sought the advice of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding Strategy on: 

• what would be an appropriate amount for small scale projects; 

• which percentage of the total budget available should be assigned to the 

above mentioned start-up round of the project cycle. 

 

III. GUIDANCE SOUGHT 

9. The guidance of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding Strategy is being 

sought as follows: 

i) the Committee is invited to note the forthcoming voluntary contributions to the 

benefit-sharing fund and the possibility of initiating a start-up round of the 

project cycle during the current intersessional period; 

ii) the Committee is invited to provide advice on the appropriate amount for small 

scale projects and on the percentage of the total budget available to be assigned 

to the start-up round of the project cycle; 

iii) the Committee is invited to provide any further guidance it may consider useful 

for the implementation of the start-up round of the project cycle. 


