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INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 

FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
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FUNDING STRATEGY  

Geneva, Switzerland, 12 - 13 March 2009 

REPORT 

 

 

Agenda Item 1 - Opening of the meeting 

 

1. The Co-chairs of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding Strategy (“the 
Committee”) opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the Committee.  The list of 
participants is attached in Appendix 1. The Secretary of the Treaty, Mr. Shakeel Bhatti, reported on 
actions undertaken by the Secretariat in follow-up of the last meeting of the Committee. 

 

Agenda Item 2 - Adoption of the agenda 

 

2. The Committee adopted its agenda, as given in Appendix 2. 

 

Agenda Item 3 - Status of the implementation of the Funding Strategy 

 

3. The Secretariat presented an up-date on the first round of the project cycle under the 
Benefit-sharing Fund and the steps taken since the last meeting of the Committee. The Committee 
welcomed the progress made and stressed the importance of this first round of the project cycle for 
demonstrating the potential impact of the Benefit-sharing Fund. 

4. The Committee also noted the need to develop the remaining procedures required for the 
completion of the project cycle, including model contracts, disbursement procedures, and project 
reporting and monitoring procedures. 

5. At the request of the Committee, the Secretariat gave an update on the overall financial 
situation of the Treaty. 
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Agenda Item 4 - Elaboration of Annex 4 of the Funding Strategy: Information and Reporting 

Requirements under the Funding Strategy 

 

6. The Committee agreed on the draft Annex 4 of the Funding Strategy, Information and 

Reporting Requirements under the Funding Strategy, as contained in Appendix 3. 

7. The Committee recognized that standard formats for information and reporting need to be 
developed and noted that this would best be done by the Secretariat. 

 

Agenda Item 5 - Development of a strategic plan for the implementation of the Funding 

Strategy 

 

8. The Co-chairs of the Committee introduced document IT/ACFS-4/09/3. 

9. This draft Strategic Plan mainly focuses on fundraising for the Benefit-sharing Fund.  The 
Committee noted that there were also other resources under the Funding Strategy, including 
resources managed by the Secretariat of the Governing Body (the Core Administrative Budget and 
the Special Fund for Agreed Purposes) and funds coming from bilateral and multilateral channels. 

10. The Committee agreed to submit to the Governing Body at its Third Session a Strategic 
Plan for the implementation of the Benefit-sharing Fund of the Funding Strategy, as contained in 
Appendix 4.  The Committee further recognized that implementation of the Benefit-sharing Fund 
can not be done in isolation, without also addressing the other resources under the Funding 
Strategy, i.e. the funds in the Core Administrative Budget, funds in the Special Fund for Agreed 
Purposes, and the funds made available through bilateral and multilateral channels. 

11. The Committee stressed the importance of not only addressing the shortages in the Benefit-
sharing Fund, but also the shortages in the Core Administrative Budget and the Special Fund for 
Agreed Purposes. 

12. The Committee noted that the lack of funding in each of these funds was hampering 
efficient Treaty operations.  In this context, it recommended that the Governing Body address this 
matter. 

13. The Committee recognized the need to have better information on the funds not under the 
control of the Governing Body.  Such information would allow the Governing Body to strategically 
target the use of the funds under the Benefit-sharing Fund.  

14. The Committee noted that the Benefit-sharing Fund will assist in enhancing the availability, 
transparency, efficiency and effectiveness of the provision of financial resources to implement 
activities under the Treaty. 

15. The Committee noted that implementation of the Benefit-sharing Fund would be enhanced 
by further development of the Business Plan of the Treaty, but should not await the finalization of 
the Business Plan.  

16. The Committee noted that the Funding Strategy of the Treaty does not only refer to the 
Benefit-sharing Fund but has a broader scope.  It confirmed that the Strategic Plan elaborated by the 
Committee only refers to the Benefit-sharing Fund, recognizing that some of its operational 
approach to fundraising should also benefit the other funds of the Treaty, i.e. the Core 
Administrative Budget and the Special Fund for Agreed Purposes. 

17. The Committee discussed the need to identify leaders for resource mobilization, as one of 
the elements of the Strategic Plan.  It recognized that such leaders will work on a voluntary basis 
and will not necessarily come from the plant genetic resources field.  

18. The Committee noted the need of the Treaty and its Secretariat to involve fundraising 
professionals who will work in close collaboration with the Secretariat of the Treaty.  This work 
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will include finding the appropriate language to approach potential donors, and elaborating the 
uniqueness of the Treaty in addressing food security and climate change, among other issues.  This 
would help to develop a compelling case for support for the Benefit-sharing Fund and help in 
making information on the Treaty available to a non-technical audience.  

19. The Committee recommended the development of a professional system to manage the 
relationships with potential donors, as another element of the Strategic Plan, and recalled the need 
for close cooperation between the Treaty and the Global Crop Diversity Trust on this issue.  

20. The Committee noted with concern that the Treaty is at a crucial phase of its 
implementation and after four years is still awaiting the implementation of Article 18.4, and in 
particular 18.4 b and c. 

21. For the operation of the Fund, the Committee highlighted that flexibility for administration 
of the Benefit-sharing Fund by the Secretary is necessary. In addition, the timely disbursement of 
funds received is essential for the effective implementation of the Fund.  

22. The Governing Body may wish to establish a Committee on the Funding Strategy, with the 
following terms of reference, inter alia: 

 
1. To guide the resource mobilization efforts; 
2. To address the operational aspects of the Benefit-sharing Fund, including the management 

of the project cycle; 
3. To address the remaining issues within the full remit of the Funding Strategy, i.e. not only 

the Benefit-sharing Fund but also other elements of the Funding Strategy; 
4. To gather information on resources not under the direct control of the Governing Body; 
5. To prepare for the monitoring and evaluation of the Funding Strategy, in accordance with 

its Part VII. 
 

23. The Committee suggests to the Governing Body that additional funds be sought for the 
operation of the Committee, taking a creative and committed approach to the funding of the 
operations of the Committee on the Funding Strategy. 

24. Unfortunately, the Committee was not able to fulfil its entire assignment, as requested by 
the Governing Body, for a proposal on the implementation of the Funding Strategy as a whole, and 
was unable to fully address issues related to resources not under the direct control of the Governing 
Body.  The situation of the Core Adminstrative Budget and the Special Fund for Agreed Purposes 
should be taken up by the Committee on the Funding Strategy suggested above, or by any other 
means. 

25. The Committee noted that the Strategic Plan contains a section on resources and staffing 
implications and requests the Governing Body to take full note of this section and ensure that 
sufficient resources required for the implementation of the Strategic Plan will be allocated.  The 
Committee recommends that an overhead levy be placed on incoming funds. 

26. The Committee recommends the Governing Body consider for adoption Annex 4 of the 
Funding Strategy, draft Information and Reporting Requirements under the Funding Strategy. (See 
draft decision in Appendix 5) 

27. Further the Committee recommends the Governing Body consider for adoption the draft 
Strategic Plan for the implementation of the Benefit-sharing Fund of the Funding Strategy. (See 
draft decision in Appendix 6) 
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Agenda Item 6 - Other business 

 

Agenda Item 7 - Adoption of the report 

 

28. The Committee adopted the report of its fourth meeting. 
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Appendix 1 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

AFRICA Region 

 

 

Mme Elizabeth MATOS 

Président 

Comité national des ressources phytogénétiques 

Prédio CNIC-U.A.N. 

Av. Revolução de Outubro 

10043 (BG) Luanda 

Phone: +244 222 325673 - 321688 

Email: cnrf@ebonet.net 

fitogen@ebonet.net 

 

 Mr Evans Olonyi SIKINYI 

Manager 

Plant Variety Protection Office 

Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service 

P.O. Box 49592 

00100 Nairobi 

Kenya 

Phone: +254 020 3536171/2 

Fax: +254 020 3536175 

E-mail: esikinyi@kephis.org 

 

ASIA Region Mr Sugiono MOELJOPAWIRO  

Plant Breeder and Senior Scientist  

The Indonesian Centre for Agricultural  

Biotechnology and Genetic Resources Research 
and Development  

Ministry of Agriculture 

Jln. Tentara Pelajar 3A 

Bogor 16111 

Phone: +62 251 316897 

Fax: +62 251 338820 

E-mail: sugionom@indo.net.id 
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EUROPEAN Region Mr Bert VISSER 

Director  

Centre for Genetic Resources 

Wageningen University  

P.O. Box 16  

6700 AA Wageningen 

Phone: +31 317 477184 

Fax: +31 317 418094 

E-mail: bert.visser@wur.nl 

 

 Ms Grethe Helene EVJEN 

Senior Adviser  

Ministry of Agriculture and Food 

P.O. Box 8007 Dep 

N-0030 Oslo  

Phone: +47 22 24 90 90 

Fax: +47 22 24 95 55 

E-mail: grethe-helene.evjen@lmd.dep.no 

 

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

Region 

Mr Romero MAIA 

Second Secretary 

Alternate Permanent Representative  

Permanent Representation of the Federative 

Republic of Brazil to FAO  

Via di Santa Maria dell’Anima 32  

00186 Rome, Italy  

Phone: +39 06 6789353 

Fax: +39 06 68398802 

E-mail: rmaia@brafao.it 

 

 Sra Ana BERRETTA 

Presidente 

Comité Nacional de Recursos Fitogenéticos 

Ministerio de Ganadería, Agricultura y Pesca 

INIA La Estanzuela 

70006 Colonia 

Uruguay 
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Phone: +598 2 23187 

Fax: +598 2 2887077 

E-mail: aberretta@dn.inia.org.uy 

 

NEAR EAST Region 

 

 

Mr Abdullah ALTAHER 

Biotechnology  

GCSAR 

P.O. Box 113 

Douma, Damascus 

Syria 

Phone: +963 11 57386263 

E-mail: afaltaher@rediffmail.com 

 

 Mr Ali Abdulla AL-SHURAI 

National Focal Point for the International 

Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 

and Agriculture 

Director General 

National Genetic Resources Centre 

P.O. Box 3411 Hodeidah 

Dhamar, Yemen 

Phone: +967 6423917 

Fax: +967 6423917 - 6423914 

E-mail: ngrc_yemen@yahoo.com 

shuraiaa@yahoo.com 

shurai@y.net.ye 

 

NORTH AMERICA Region 

 

 

 

Mr Campbell DAVIDSON 

Research Manager 

Semiarid Prairie Agricultural Research 

  Centre 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

Box 1030, Swift Current 

Saskatchewan S9H 3X2 

Phone: +1 306 7787270 

Fax: +1 306 7783186 

Email: cdavidson@agr.gc.ca 
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SOUTH WEST PACIFIC Region 

 

 

 

Ms Fiona BARTLETT   

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Embassy of Australia  

Via Antonio Bosio, 5  

00161 Rome 

Phone: +39 06 85272376/ 852721  

Fax: +39 06 85272346     

Email: fiona.bartlett@dfat.gov.au 
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Appendix 2 

 

 

 

 

Item 3 of the Draft Provisional Agenda 

INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 

FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

FOURTH MEETING OF THE AD HOC ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE 

FUNDING STRATEGY  

Geneva, Switzerland, 12 – 13 March 2009 

DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

 

 

1. Opening of the meeting 

2. Adoption of the agenda for the fourth meeting of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the 
Funding Strategy 

3. Status of the implementation of the Funding Strategy 

4. Elaboration of Annex 4 of the Funding Strategy: Information and Reporting Requirements 
under the Funding Strategy 

5. Development of a strategic plan for the implementation of the Funding Strategy 

6. Other business 

7. Adoption of the report 
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Appendix 3 

 

ANNEX 4 OF THE FUNDING STRATEGY 

 

 

DRAFT INFORMATION AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE FUNDING 
STRATEGY 

 

Annex 4 sets out the information and reporting requirements under the Funding Strategy of the Treaty, in 
order to facilitate the monitoring of the implementation of the Funding Strategy and the assessment of its 
efficacy by the Governing Body.  

The relevant information is to be compiled by the Secretariat. The pertinent elements of the reports to the 
Governing Body will also be made available through the website of the Treaty. 

 

I. Periodicity of information and reporting 

Information and reporting to the Governing Body will normally be provided every two years, or 
according to the periodicity of the regular sessions of the Governing Body. Reporting periods 
will normally cover the preceding two full calendar years before meetings of the Governing 
Body. 

 

II. Information and reporting on resources under the direct control of the Governing Body 

The information and reporting on resources under the direct control of the Governing Body will 
be provided by the Secretariat and will include: 
 

• General overview on and status of funds received and disbursed under the benefit-sharing 
fund1, according to: priorities established under Annex 1 of the Funding Strategy; 
beneficiaries by stakeholder groups and geographic area; and crops addressed; and other 
relevant criteria; in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, and, as soon 
as these have been adopted by FAO, in accordance with the International Public Sector 
Accounting Standards. 

 

• Detailed data on and breakdown of funds received to the benefit-sharing fund, including 
information on individual contributors, corresponding amounts received, provenance of 
funds by contributors category and regional distribution; 

 

• Synoptic information on projects funded from the benefit-sharing fund, including project 
description and status, and reflecting the information generated under the project reporting 
and monitoring as foreseen in the project cycle in Annex 3 of the Funding Strategy; 

 

                                                      
1 The benefit-sharing fund will include:  

• Mandatory and voluntary contributions pursuant to Article 13.2 of the International Treaty  

• Voluntary contributions from any source to implement the Funding Strategy provided for in Article 18 of the 
International Treaty 

The benefit-sharing fund will be administered through the Trust Account referred to in Article 19.3 (f) of the 
International Treaty. 
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• Assessment and evaluation of the sustainable effects and impacts of the use of resources 
under the direct control of the Governing Body, according to the independent evaluation 
procedures set out in the project cycle in Annex 3 of the Funding Strategy; 

 

• Assessment and evaluation of the overall operation of the benefit-sharing fund, including 
the receipt, administration and disbursement of funds, and the management of the project 
cycle; 

 

• Emerging issues and possible measures that might be considered by the Governing Body to 
improve the operations of the Funding Strategy regarding resources under the direct control 
of the Governing Body. 

 
III. Information and reporting on resources not under the direct control of the Governing Body 

The information and reporting on resources not under the direct control of the Governing Body 
provided by Contracting Parties, non-Contracting Parties, international organisations with which 
the Governing Body has entered into agreements, and relevant international mechanisms, funds 
and bodies, will be compiled by the Secretariat. 
 

1) Information and reporting provided according to standard formats by Contracting Parties 
and non-Contracting Parties will include: 

 

• Reporting on the results of measures taken within the Governing Bodies of 
relevant international mechanisms, funds and bodies, to ensure due priority 
and attention to the effective allocation of predictable and agreed resources for 
plans and programmes relevant for the implementation of the Treaty; 

 

• Reporting on the results of actions taken to promote voluntary contributions 
from sources within their country for plans and programmes relevant for the 
implementation of the Treaty; 

 

• Information on bilateral funding and assistance provided relevant to the 
Funding Strategy from sources within their country; 

 

• Information on national activities, plans and programmes for building capacity 
in plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and for the conservation 
and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. 

 
2) Information and reporting provided by international organisations with which the 

Governing Body has entered into agreements will include: 
 

• Reporting on resources provided and activities undertaken in support of the 
implementation of the Treaty. 

 
3) Information and reporting provided by relevant international mechanisms, funds and 

bodies will include:  
 

• Information on their mandates, priorities, eligibility criteria, procedures and 
availability of resources relevant to the support of actions for the 
implementation of the Treaty. 
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Appendix 4 

 

Draft Strategic Plan for the Implementation 

of the Benefit-sharing Fund of the Funding Strategy 

 

(See document IT/ACFS-4/09/Report Appendix 4) 
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Appendix 5 

 

 

DRAFT DECISION FOR THE ADOPTION OF ANNEX 4 OF THE FUNDING STRATEGY 

 

 

 

 

The Governing Body,  

 

 [...] 

 Recalling that the aims of the Funding Strategy are the development of ways and means by 
which adequate resources are available for the implementation of the Treaty, and the transparent, 
efficient and effective utilization of all resources made available under the Funding Strategy; 

 [...] 

 

1. Adopts Annex 4 of the Funding Strategy, Information and Reporting Requirements 

under the Funding Strategy. 

[...] 
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Appendix 6 

 

DRAFT DECISION FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BENEFIT-SHARING FUND OF THE FUNDING 

STRATEGY 

 

 

 

The Governing Body,  

 

 [...] 

 Recalling that the aims of the Funding Strategy are the development of ways and means by 
which adequate resources are available for the implementation of the Treaty, and the transparent, 
efficient and effective utilization of all resources made available under the Funding Strategy; 

 Recalling that the effective implementation of the Funding Strategy is critical to the 
implementation of the Treaty; 

 Emphasizing Article 18.1, as well as Articles 18.4 b and c of the Treaty; 

 Recognizing that successful resource mobilization requires prior adequate investment in the 
resource mobilization itself; 

 [...] 

 
1. Welcomes the Strategic Plan for the implementation of the Benefit-sharing Fund of the 

Funding Strategy, as contained in Appendix XX, and agrees that this plan will function 
as a basis for the implementation of the Funding Strategy by the Secretariat and the 
Contracting Parties; 

 
2. Decides to convene a Committee on the Funding Strategy, inter alia, to guide the 

resource mobilization effort; address operational aspects of the Benefit-sharing Fund, 
including the management of the project cycle; address remaining issues within the full 
remit of the Funding Strategy; gather information on resources not under the direct 
control of the Governing Body; and prepare the monitoring and evaluation of the 
Funding Strategy; 

  
3. Takes full note of the Strategic Plan’s section on resource and staffing implications, 

and decides to ensure that the resources required for the implementation of the Strategic 
Plan are allocated; 

 
4. Decides to set an objective of US$116 Million for the period between July 2009 and 

December 2014. This objective may be reviewed by the Governing Body on a regular 
basis. 

[...] 

 

 


