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INFORMATION FROM AND CONSULTATIONS WITH 

RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS 

 

Note by the Secretary 

 

 

1. In Resolution 2/2013, the Governing Body requested the Working Group to consult with 

relevant stakeholder groups and requested the Secretariat, as a basis for such consultations, to 

prepare short, strategic preliminary studies, taking into account all relevant information from 

stakeholders. 

2. Accordingly, the Secretary invited Contracting Parties and stakeholder groups to make 

available any information relevant to the above studies. This document contains the submissions, 

which the Secretary has received from stakeholders until 3 May 2014 in response to Notification 

GB6-010, and refers to the various stakeholder processes that have been considered with the aim 

of contributing to the work of the Working Group.  
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Introduction: 

 

1. In Resolution 2/2013, the Governing Body requested the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working 

Group to Enhance the Functioning of the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-Sharing 

(Working Group) to consult with relevant stakeholder groups, as defined in task (c) of the Terms 

of Reference of the Working Group. This is to be done on the basis of studies, which the 

Governing Body requested the Secretary to prepare, taking into account all available information, 

including the study Assessing the potential for monetary payments from the exchange of plant 

genetic resources under the Multilateral System of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 

Resources for Food and Agriculture.  

2. By Notification GB6-010, which is attached as Appendix 1, the Secretary accordingly 

invited Contracting Parties, Non-Contracting Parties, stakeholder groups and relevant 

international organizations to make available any information relevant to the above studies, 

including in particular on the development of innovative user-based approaches to realizing 

monetary benefit-sharing, within the context of the use of the SMTA, and other innovative 

approaches that can contribute to an adequate and sustainable flow of resources to the Benefit-

sharing Fund. 

3. Numerous stakeholder groups have already begun holding their own consultations to 

directly participate in and contribute to the process of the Working Group. As a result of ongoing 

consultations of stakeholder groups, in particular those undertaken by CGIAR Centres and the 

seed industry, several written submissions with basic considerations of the stakeholder groups 

have been contributed for the Working Group’s consideration at its first meeting. The Secretary 

has also been informed that further written submissions from Contracting Parties and stakeholder 

groups are currently in preparation and will be forthcoming for the Working Group’s 

consideration at its second meeting. At the time of preparation of this document, the Secretary had 

received respective written submissions from the International Center for Tropical Agriculture, 

the International Seed Federation, and the European Seed Association. These stakeholder 

submissions are attached as Appendix 2, Appendix 3 and Appendix 4, respectively.  

4. In addition to these written submissions, several Contracting Party regions have started 

holding regional consultations among their governments and stakeholder groups in order to 

contribute to and provide direct inputs to the Working Group. Four regions of the membership are 

ongoingly conducting or currently preparing such consultations with their governments and 

stakeholder groups. In addition, various institutions are considering organizing further 

information gathering and stakeholder consultations, in order to contribute to the work of the 

Working Group. These include possible information gathering and consultations led by QUNO, 

the FAO Liaison Office in Geneva, Bioversity International, the Meridian Institute and the 

University of St. Gallen (Switzerland) and additional information on these various processes will 

be provided to the Working Group as soon as they will become available. 

5. It is to be noted that task (c) in the Terms of Reference of the Working Group to consult 

with relevant stakeholders groups is a continuation and extension of direct consultations 

conducted in the last biennium with stakeholder groups by the Ad Hoc Committee on the Funding 

Strategy (Committee) to identify possible innovative approaches to mobilize resources for the 

Benefit Sharing Fund. The Committee conducted these direct stakeholder consultations through 

multiple means, including: formal dialogue between stakeholder groups and the Committee as a 

whole during its regular plenary sessions; informal inter-sessional consultations of the Co-chairs 

with the stakeholder groups in closed dedicated meetings; informal consultations of the Co-chairs 

with stakeholder representatives on the margins of other meetings; written exchanges; 

teleconferences; and joint inter-sessional drafting exercises of the Co-chairs with stakeholder 

representatives to produce specific products requested by the Committee for its next meeting. The 

outcomes and products of these direct consultations held by the Committee with stakeholders in 

the last biennium are outlined in document IT/OWG-EFMLS-1/14/4. Detailed accounts and 
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products of these consultations are contained in documents IT/GB-5/13/Inf.4, IT/GB-5/13/Inf.4 

Add.1, and IT/GB-5/13/Inf.4 Add.2.  

6. In Resolution 2/2013, the Governing Body thanks the stakeholders who cooperated with the 

Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding Strategy (Resolution 2/2013, part IV, para. 22) and 

appeals to stakeholders who use plant genetic resources under the Treaty to assist the Working 

Group to develop innovative user-based approaches to realizing monetary benefit-sharing 

(Resolution 2/2013, part IV, para. 25). Appendixes 2 to 4 indicate that the relevant stakeholder 

groups intend to continue their existing consultations, in order to provide further direct 

contributions to the next meeting of the Working Group.  
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NOTIFICATION 
 

Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group to Enhance the Functioning of the Multilateral 
System of Access and Benefit-Sharing 

 
   
  
 
 
 Dear Madam/Sir, 
 
  I have the honour to solicit relevant available information as contribution to the work 

of the Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group to Enhance the Functioning of the Multilateral 
System of Access and Benefit-Sharing (Working Group), based on the following:  

 
  At its Fifth Session, the Governing Body decided to establish the Working Group 

through Resolution 2/2013, Implementation of the Funding Strategy of the International 
Treaty.1 The Working Group will develop a range of measures for consideration and 
decision by the Governing Body at its Sixth Session that will: 

 
(a) Increase user-based payments and contributions to the Benefit-sharing Fund 
in a sustainable and predictable long-term manner, and, 

  
(b) Enhance the functioning of the Multilateral System by additional measures.
  

  For this purpose, the Secretariat will prepare a number of short, strategic preliminary 
studies, taking into account all available information of relevance to the work of the 
Working Group. These studies should include:  

x A study estimating income to be expected from possible changes, consistent with the 
objectives of the Treaty, in the provisions governing the functioning of the Multilateral 
System, taking into account reports of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding 
Strategy and the Ad Hoc Technical Advisory Committee on the Multilateral System and 
SMTA;  

 

../.. 

                                                 
1 The Resolution 2/2013 is available at: 

http://www.planttreaty.org/content/fifth_gb_resolutions  
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x A policy and legal study on the feasibility and effects of such changes;  

x A study on how to enhance mechanisms for capacity-building, technology-transfer and 
information-exchange;  

x An analysis of the factors that influence the willingness of stakeholder groups to make 
contributions to the Benefit-sharing Fund and to access plant genetic resources for food and 
agriculture from the Multilateral System.  

 
 On the basis of the above studies, with the view of achieving enhanced access and 
increase fair and equitable sharing of benefits, the Working Group will, inter alia, consult 
with relevant stakeholders groups. The Governing Body appealed to stakeholders who 
use plant genetic resources under the Treaty to themselves develop, and assist the 
Working Group to develop, innovative user-based approaches to realizing monetary 
benefit-sharing, within the context of the use of the Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement, and other innovative approaches that can contribute to an adequate and 
sustainable flow of resources to the Benefit-sharing Fund. 
 
  I therefore have the pleasure to invite Contracting Parties, Non-Contracting 
Parties, stakeholder groups and relevant international organizations to make available any 
information relevant to the above studies being prepared by the Secretariat, including in 
particular on the development of innovative user-based approaches to realizing monetary 
benefit-sharing, within the context of the use of the Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement, and other innovative approaches that can contribute to an adequate and 
sustainable flow of resources to the Benefit-sharing Fund.  
 
 To facilitate the consolidation of information by the Secretariat for consideration by  
the first meeting of the Working Group, and to disseminate relevant information through 
the website of the International Treaty, where appropriate, I would appreciate if 
information could be sent by 25 April 2014 electronically to PGRFA-Treaty@fao.org and 
in hard copy to:  
   

 
 Dr Shakeel Bhatti 
 Secretary 
 International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
 00153 Rome, Italy 
 Tel: +39 06 5705 3441; Fax: +39 06 5705 6347. 

 
 

Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Dr Shakeel Bhatti 

Secretary of the Governing Body 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 

for Food and Agriculture 
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Brussels, Belgium 

 

ESA_14.0220 

 

OF 

 the European seed sector to enhance the functioning of the Multilateral System 
of Access and Benefit Sharing of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Re-

sources for Food and Agriculture 

 

1. Background 
 

Plant breeding is the science of improving plant genetic resources for agricultural pro-
duction to the benefit of society. In the process of plant breeding each year thousands 
of genetic resources – primarily commercial varieties but also other material - are 
screened in observation and disease trials to single out the resources with interesting 
characteristics in order to create new plant varieties which are themselves genetic re-
sources. A lot of work needs to be done before all desired characteristics are combined 
into a modern variety that can be offered to consumers. This is done during a complex 
and time consuming process of crossing, backcrossing and selection. The development 
cycle of a new variety on average takes 10 years and may take even longer when wild 
types or landraces are used. 
 
So, the ancestry of every single plant variety is very complex combining thousands of 
different genetic resources from different sources and regions. In addition, it is im-
portant to underline that there is a strong interdependence between plant breeders 
across the world to develop new plant varieties, which are, for instance, resistant to 
diseases, better adapted to local climatic conditions, providing higher yields etc. There-
fore a continuous flow of plant genetic resources between countries and continents 
and easy and speedy access to the totality of the plant gene pool worldwide is indis-
pensable. 
 
Plant breeding therefore requires a specific access and benefit-sharing (hereinafter: 
‘ABS’) regime which understands its functioning and is adapted to its specificities. The 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (hereinafter: 
the ‘Treaty’) recognizes these specificities and is therefore the preferred ABS system of 
the European seed sector.  

 

2. Basic considerations & principles of a future system 
 

The European seed sector is ready to participate in and provide input to the discussions 
to enhance the functioning of the Multilateral System of the Treaty. It has to be noted 
however that in the discussions around the improvement of the Treaty the expecta-
tions of the different stakeholders vary on a large scale. Resolution 2/2013 adopted at 
the fifth session of the Governing Body sets out some expectation in general terms. For 
the sake of transparency and more constructive discussions the European seed sector is 
of the opinion that the expectations of stakeholders participating in the discussions 
should become much clearer. 

 

ESA is the voice of the Europe-

an seed industry, representing 

those active in research, 

breeding, production and mar-

keting of seeds of agricultural 

and ornamental plant species. 

It represents more than 30 

national seed associations and 

more than 60 direct company 

members.  

ESA’s mission is to work for 

fair and proportionate regula-

tion of the European seed in-

dustry, freedom of choice for 

customers in supplying seeds 

as a result of innovative, di-

verse technologies and produc

- tion methods and for effec-

tive protection of intellectual 

property rights relating to 

plants and seed. 

 

European Seed Association 

Rue du Luxembourg 23/15 

B 1000 Brussels 

Tel. 0032-2-7432860 

Email 
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The working group established by the Governing Body to enhance the Multilateral System of the Treaty has two ob-
jectives: 
a) Increase user-based payments and contributions to the Benefit-Sharing Fund in a sustainable and predictable 

long-term manner, and  
b) Enhance the functioning of the Multilateral System by additional measures.  
 
To make the system work it is important that both targets are going to results in solutions in a balanced manner. 
With regard to the work to be done by the working group, the European seed sector is: 
 
 committed to support and further develop the Treaty; 
 ready and committed to take financial engagement to support the Treaty; 
 committed to be proactively involved in and propose solutions for shaping the future financing mechanism of 

the Treaty which should provide sustainable, long-term income to the Treaty’s Benefit Sharing Fund; 
 ready and committed to provide input for additional measures to further enhance the Multilateral System. 
 
As concerns the future financing mechanism of the Treaty the European seed sector is of the view that all Parties and 
stakeholders should take their responsibility to contribute to the system. With regard to the financial mechanism for 
recipients of material from the Multilateral System the European seed sector believes that the mechanism should be 
based on the following principles: 
 
 solidarity: creating a mechanism which is as inclusive as possible, avoiding free-riding to the extent possible; 
 simplicity; 
 minimum administrative burden (no “track & trace” obligation); 
 predictability: providing for high legal certainty for users; 
 proportionality: providing a level playing field within the industry to the extent possible; 
 differentiated approach to material available without restrictions for breeding, research and training and ma-

terial which is not. 
 

This mechanism can only become functional if: 

 the Treaty gives better recognition to the value of in-kind benefit-sharing activities undertaken by the seed 
sector; 

 it results in the fulfillment by Contracting Parties of their obligations by bringing more material under the Mul-
tilateral System; 

 it results in the extension of Annex I of the Treaty to all plant genetic resources for food and agriculture; 

 it promotes that that projects financed from the Benefit Sharing Fund can also have a link to ex situ conserva-
tion;  

 it allows more transparency and possibilities for involvement for the seed sector in the decision-making con-
cerning the projects on which money from the Benefit Sharing Fund is spent. 
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