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The initiative on Public-Private Partnerships on Pre-Breeding (PPP-PB)  

 

 

I. The role of Pre-Breeding 

 

1. The role of pre-breeding, through the collective action of germplasm curators and plant 

breeders, with due consideration to farmers’ needs, is increasingly recognized as an essential step 

to increase genetic diversity and the diversity of cultivated material by the identification of 

desirable traits and /or genes of interest in unadapted material and their transfer to intermediate 

pre-bred material that can be utilized in variety and crop improvement for the benefit of end-

users.  

2. The adoption of pre-breeding in crop improvement initiatives is an important step as it 

represents a paradigm shift to contribute to resilience of production systems and improved 

adaptation to dynamic climatic conditions changes, abiotic and biotic stress.  

 

3. The paradigm shift in breeding programs based on pre-breeding activities requires a 

number of actions related to germplasm access, management and utilization of genetic resources, 

ranging from training up to policy issues. 

 

4. The importance of pre-breeding is emphasized by a number of initiatives by several 

international organizations such as the FAO and its Global Partnership Initiative for Plant 

Breeding Capacity Building initiative, the Consultative Group on International Agricultural 

Research and the Global Crop Diversity Trust.  

 

II. The International Workshop on the promotion of Public-Private Partnerships for 

Pre-Breeding  

 

5. At its Fifth Session, the Governing Body endorsed the initiative for Public-Private 

Partnership on Pre-Breeding  as an open initiative  in support of the Programme of Work on 

Sustainable Use1 .  Following a first technical consultation in 20132, where PPP-PB was 

                                                      

1 http://www.planttreaty.org/content/resolution-72013-implementation-article-6-sustainable-use-plant-genetic-resources  

2 http://www.planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/gb5i17_Prebreeding.pdf  
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prioritized for further action, CIRAD and NORDGEN, with the support of the Treaty Secretariat, 

convened from 2 to 4 February 2015, in Montpellier, an “International Workshop on the 

promotion of Public-Private Partnerships for Pre-Breeding”3. 

6. The aim of the workshop was to facilitate the development of crop specific PPPs, through 

the establishment of: 

 a) a methodological framework, including guidelines and best practices, and funding 

models;  

b) supporting initiatives for capacity building and information sharing. 

7. Several stakeholders from different sectors (e.g., CGIAR genebanks, private sector, 

research, donors, advisors) attended the workshop and demonstrated a strong interest in the 

theme, and in linking it with the Treaty and its instruments (e.g., the Standar Material Transfer 

Agreement (SMTA) and  the Benefit-sharing Fund).  

 

III. Outcomes of the International Workshop on the promotion of Public-Private 

Partnerships for Pre-Breeding (2 to 4 February 2015- Montpellier)  

8. The workshop reaffirmed key value propositions of the initiative for PPP-PB, such as the 

strengthening of capacities for pre-breeding activities, the promotion of public awareness of the 

importance of pre-breeding for world food security, and the transfer of knowledge, technologies 

and germplasm to support pre-breeding in and for developing countries. The role of germplasm 

repositories (i.e., genebanks) was also highlighted and interesting funding models were presented, 

including by the private sector.  

9. Legal protection of innovations in the context of pre-breeding projects involving the 

transfer of germplasm with the SMTA was also discussed. In that respect, two were the 

outstanding issues: 

 First, it was evident from the discussions that private sector attaches paramount 

importance to the process of enhancement of the Multilateral System, and to revisions 

or enabling interpretations of the SMTA, including to source germplasm for pre-

breeding projects.  

 Second, being “PGRFA under development” the key SMTA category for pre-breeding 

activities, the CGIAR Centers are to clarify their operations concerning this category 

of germplasm, as requested by the Governing Body at its Fifth Session, for the 

possible benefit of the whole community of providers and recipients under the 

Multilateral System. 

10. The idea of PPP-PB projects funded by the Benefit-sharing Fund and involving the 

collection and transfer of germplasm, was also expressed.  

11. The workshop found it useful for the future of the initiative to prepare two background 

studies and/or position papers on IPR in pre-breeding and on funding models for PPP-PB, which 

could attract donor and stakeholder attention to the initiative.  

12. The Program, list of Participants and all the PowerPoint presentations  delivered at the 

workshop can be downloaded from the following webpage: http://umr-

agap.cirad.fr/en/actualites/international-workshop-on-the-promotion-of-public-private-

partnerships-for-pre-breeding-2-4-february-2015.  

                                                      

3 http://umr-agap.cirad.fr/en/actualites/international-workshop-on-the-promotion-of-public-private-partnerships-for-pre-

breeding-2-4-february-2015  
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