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This work is the result of the efforts of many international and regional soil experts unified by the 
FAO Global Soil Partnership (GSP). Scientists from Eurasian region met in Moscow Conference 
(November 20th, 2013) and, with the support of the FAO GSP Secretariat, analyzed the state of soil 
degradation and soil management in Eurasian region. On the first Plenary Meeting of the Eurasian 
Soil Partnership in Samarkand (10-11 September, 2014) they used the endorsed Plans of Actions 
(PoAs) of the FAO Five Pillars and formulated the Regional Implementation Plan of the Eurasian 
Soil Partnership (EASP) showing strong will to protect the soil resources in the region and globally. 
The report contains the Regional Implementation Plan (RIP) developed in close cooperation with 
the Eurasian Five Working Groups formed during the conference and the focal points of GSP from 
the Eurasian countries. It includes participatory regional implementation plan defining outcomes, 
activities, actors, period and potential donors, partners and implementation risks. 
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I. Executive Summary 

The Eurasian region is located in Eastern Europe, Central Asia and Caucasus and includes Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. The Eurasian region is diverse in terms of its 
climatic conditions, soils, flora, fauna, land use and human activities. Soil degradation is driven by 
complex variables, including climatic factors, economic factors, institutional and national policies. 
Soil degradation and problem soils are a serious process that is affecting the soils in the region 
through various processes, in particular: salinization, erosion, soil organic matter, nutrient and 
biodiversity depletion, and soil compaction.  

Salinity control is clearly a challenge that requires coordination between countries that share water 
resources. International cooperation is also needed to attract and manage investments in both land 
and water resources. It is noteworthy that salinity is both a cause and a consequence of other issues 
in agriculture. Combating soil salinization should be considered in conjunction with other 
interventions aimed at sustainable intensification of agriculture – one of the pillars of food security. 

The main objectives of the Global Soil Partnership (GSP) and Regional Soil Partnership (RSP) are 
developing global and regional action plans for sustainable management and monitoring of limited 
soil resources as a key element in sustaining food security and the environmental functions of the 
soils. Regional Soil Partnerships (RSPs) were established to activate an interactive consultative 
process with national soils entities working on soil functions and processes, including cross-cutting 
dimensions related to desertification, climate change and biodiversity particularly linked to policies 
and strategies of major UN conventions (UNCCD, UNFCCC, UNCBD). RSPs also build on 
existing regional networks or collaborative processes, linking national and local networks, partners, 
projects and activities to ensure that the partnership process is country-driven. The RSPs should 
provide guidance on regional goals/priorities and the required implementation mechanisms and 
regularly review progress in achieving common objectives and targets. 

The regional implementation plans (RIP) for the Regional Soil Partnerships (RSP) are built in 
harmony with the Plans of Action (PoA) for the five Global Soil Partnership (GSP) pillars in a way 
to enhance synergies among pillars. The RIP is developed following the guidelines suggested by 
GSP secretariat and considering the specific challenges, gaps and opportunities in the Eurasian 
region. The development of the RIP of activities followed the recommendations provided by the 
soil experts participating in the RSP five working groups formed during the second Plenary Meeting 
of the Eurasian Soil Partnership (EASP) (Izmir, 16–18 June 2015) and the focal point nominated for 
each of the Eurasian countries. The “Izmir Communiqué” (in English) was adopted and signed by 
all participants highlighting commitments for promoting wide uptake of sustainable soil 
management and restoration of degraded soils in the region. 

The horizon of the Eurasian Regional Implementation Plan is five years (at least initially) with a 
resource envelope envisaged at US$10 million (for voluntary contributions from resource partners) 
to be completed by eventual “in-kind” contributions from EASP partners. According to the EASP 
Implementation Plan the activities of EASP in the closest years will be focused on (by Pillars): 
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For Pillar 1: “Promote sustainable management of soil resources and improved global governance 
for soil protection and sustainable productivity”, the RIP proposes to assess the barriers and 
shortcomings preventing the adoption of SSM practices at the national and regional level, then 
prepare the report on the barriers preventing SSM application and the recommended SSM practices 
at regional and national levels. The RIP also proposes to identify the appropriate sustainable soil 
management practices and systems at regional and national levels using existing databases, than the 
results of the assessment on the barriers preventing SSM application and the recommended SSM 
practices at regional and national levels will be disseminated. The RIP will support the actions 
towards political, legislative and institutional structures reflect awareness and dialog on the 
integrative system approach and SSM technologies, and capacity enhance for assessment and 
monitoring, planning and implementation. The RIP will also support the small projects aimed at 
mitigation of or adaptation to soil salinity through application of SSM practices and in summarizing 
the outcomes of the small projects on SSM application in saline lands. 
 
For Pillar 2: “Encourage investment, technical cooperation, policy, education, awareness and 
extension in soils”, the RIP calls to promote informing politicians and decision makers on the 
activities of the Eurasian Soil Partnership and about the activities related to the International Year 
of Soils (IYS). The RIP also calls to enhance training specialist to collect, analyze and map 
available data, providing training for the individuals, farmers (women) and members of water use 
associations, government staffs. The RIP also suggests the capacity development on sustainable soil 
management, soil conservation/ restoration and soil information management (e.g. continuous 
professional development of young experts). The RIP will be supporting the establishment of a 
Consultation Service on Soil Management for Central Asia and the establishment of a series of 
annual publications "Eurasian Soil partnership Reports". 
 
For Pillar 3: “Promote targeted soil research and development focusing on identified gaps, priorities 
and synergies among economic/productive, environmental and social dimensions”, the RIP 
addressed key messages to increase access to innovation for Sustainable Soil Management, 
promoting and supporting of soil salinity studies and encouraging the Research on the Economics of 
Land Degradation (ELD). 
 
For Pillar 4: “Enhance the quality and availability of soil data and information: collection, analysis, 
validation, reporting, monitoring, integration with other disciplines” the RIP adopts the designing 
and introducing National soil-geographical databases based on a unified methodology and software 
(SOTER-type) and Soil monitoring system. On the bases of that system, the RIP adopts the 
development of a Unified EASP Database on stationary field experiments on saline and sodic soils. 
These activities will lead to capacity development on database use, soil monitoring and digital soil 
mapping, to development and creation of national soil reference information resources with open 
Internet access and joint Eurasian Soil Portal. 
 
For Pillar 5: “Harmonization of methods, measurements and indicators for the sustainable 
management and protection of soil resources”, the EASP involved in the harmonization of the 
terminology, standards, and protocols across the world and the GSP harmonization principles 
introduced to the EASP Partners. The RIP adopts a harmonization of terminology, soil 
classification, methods, indicators and procedures for saline and sodic soils on the Eurasian scale 
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and the development of a system of intergovernmental standards for saline and sodic soils, 
including the development of standards samples of these soils. 
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II. Introduction  
 
The vision of the Global Soil Partnership is to improve global governance of the limited soil 
resources of the planet in order to guarantee healthy and productive soils for a food secure world, as 
well as sustain other essential ecosystem services on which our livelihoods and societies depend 
including water regulation and supply of clean water, climate regulation, biodiversity conservation 
and cultural services.  
 
The mission of the GSP is to develop capacities, build on best available science, and 
facilitate/contribute to the exchange of knowledge and technologies among stakeholders, existing 
multilateral environmental agreements, and technical and scientific bodies of a similar nature, for 
sustainable management of soil resources at all levels with a view to enhancing food security, 
protecting ecosystem services, and in this way contributing to poverty alleviation in an era of global 
demographic growth and unsustainable consumption patterns. 
 
In particular, the GSP will support the process leading to the adoption of sustainable development 
goals for soils. The GSP will contribute to environmental wellbeing, through for example, 
preventing soil erosion and degradation, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, promoting carbon 
sequestration and promoting sustainable use of agricultural inputs for soil health and ecosystems 
management. It will equally contribute to human wellbeing and social equity through improved use 
and governance of soil resources, finding alternatives to soil degrading practices through 
participatory experiential processes, and being sensitive to issues of gender and rights of indigenous 
peoples. In order to achieve these objectives, it is proposed that the GSP should address five main 
pillars of action: 
 
Pillar 1. Promote sustainable management of soil resources for soil protection, conservation 

and sustainable productivity.  
Pillar 2. Encourage investment, technical cooperation, policy, education awareness and 

extension in soils.  
Pillar 3. Promote targeted soil research and development focusing on identified gaps, 

priorities, and synergies with related productive, environmental and social 
development actions. 

Pillar 4. Enhance the quantity and quality of soil data and information: data collection 
(generation), analysis, validation, reporting, monitoring and integration with other 
disciplines.  

Pillar 5. Harmonization of methods, measurements and indicators for the sustainable 
management and protection of soil resources. 

 
On October 31, 2013 and taking the opportunity of the second Global Soil Week, the Global Soil 
Partnership Secretariat convened a workshop to discuss about the establishment of the European 
Soil Partnership. The Berlin communiqué was prepared by the participant GSP partners and agreed 
to establish the European Soil Partnership whose Secretariat is based in Ispra, Italy. In addition, the 
establishment of a Sub-regional Soil Partnership within the European Soil Partnership who’s 
Secretariat would be based in Moscow, Russian Federation was endorsed. An ad-hoc steering 
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committee was set up in order to support the different activities that will be implemented for its next 
meeting during first semester of 2014.  
 
The launch of the Eurasian Sub-regional soil partnership took place in Moscow, Russian 
Federation, on November 20th, 2013 with the participation of representatives from national soil 
institutions, universities, NGOs and regional institutions from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, 
Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. The venue was an opportunity to discuss about the 
main issues and priorities for the region regarding soil resources. Notably, soil salinity was 
identified as the main hazard to healthy soils in the region and a common view towards its reversal 
was identified. The Moscow communiqué (in Russian and English) was prepared by the participants 
and agreed to establish the Eurasian Soil Partnership as a chapter of the European Soil Partnership. 
The Secretariat is based in Moscow, Russian Federation at the Eurasian Center for Food Security. 
 
The first Plenary Meeting of the Eurasian Soil Partnership (EASP) was held in conjunction with the 
International Conference on Arid Land Studies (ICAL2) in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, from 10-11 
September 2014. It focused on the adoption of the Plans of Action for each of the five Pillars of the 
Global Soil Partnership (GSP) and regional priorities. The Eurasian Center for Food Security 
(ECFS) chaired the Plenary Meeting. At that meeting, it has been agreed that the main objective of 
the entire strategy of EASP should be introduction of sustainable soil management (SSM) practices, 
especially in the areas affected by soil salinity, e.g. implementation of Pillar 1. The implementation 
of other Pillars should be aimed at realization of Pillar 1. Thus, SSM introduction should be the core 
activity in the Implementation Plan of Action for EASP. 
 
The main challenges in the development of SSM: 
• Inadequate institutional capacity 
• Low access to innovation on SSM 
• Inadequate capacity development strategy 
• Low awareness of long term benefits of SSM 
 
Main objectives on the development of SSM: 
• Develop Regional and National Capacity Development Strategy 
• Enabling environment 
• Enhancement of skill at all level 
• Mainstreaming regional plan system into national plan (investment framework) 
• Mitigation and adaptation of policy framework 
• Regional and national networking and coordination: EASP secretariat 
• Monitoring of reporting and sustainability system 
 
The development of the Pillar 1, 2 and 3 of Plan of Action (PoA) was initiated during the Plenary 
Meeting of Eurasian Soil Partnership held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan in September 2014. In this 
meeting, the working groups of PoA for each Pillar were established. It was followed by a Pillar 1, 
2 and 3 PoA working group meeting during the “Eurasian Soil Science Conference” held in 
Antalya, Turkey on October 2014.  
 
Pillar 4 is the only pillar to be implemented at a global scale. Thus, most of the actions should be 
coordinated at the level of GSP and would need agreement among the regional partnerships. 



9 

However, certain actions should be planned at a (sub) regional level with an understanding that 
changes may be required in the future to harmonize the regional activities with the global planning. 
For the moment of adoption of this sub-regional Implementation Plan, the global IPoA for Pillar 4 
has not been approved that makes synchronization difficult. 
 
Pillar 5 is the most technical one in the entire Plan of Action of GSP. However, the implementation 
of other Pillars would be jeopardized in the lack of understanding among the partners because of the 
lack of common language. Harmonization at a regional level can be somewhat dangerous, because 
it may lead to the development of several different regional systems poorly harmonized between 
each other. Thus, at the (sub) regional level the efforts should be aimed at the introduction of 
universal harmonized approaches rather than to the development of regional systems for scientific 
communication. 
 
The second Plenary Meeting of the Eurasian Soil Partnership (EASP) was held in Izmir, Turkey, 
from 16–18 June 2015 for finalizing a five-year rolling sub-regional ‘Implementation Plan’. The 
“Izmir Communiqué” (in Russian) was adopted and signed by all participants highlighting 
commitments for promoting wide uptake of sustainable soil management and restoration of 
degraded soils in the region. Now the Eurasian Soil Partnership represents 12 countries from 
Eurasia (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russian 
Federation, Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan with Turkmenistan still inactive), and 
partners from ICARDA, ICBA and others. 
 
The EASP recognize the vital importance of sustainable soil management as a basis for sustainable 
production systems worldwide, for the production of food, fiber, fuel, fodder, timber and energy, 
and essential for achieving food security and enhancing resilience to climate change. EASP 
recognize the great potential and diversity of soils in the region and the experiences gained over 
generations in managing the soil resources for a multitude of goods and ecosystem services - 
provisioning, regulating, socio-cultural and supporting services. 
 
Conscious:  
• that soils have been neglected for many years in the development agenda and are being 

increasingly degraded due to inappropriate land use and management practices and inadequate 
attention at all levels; 

• that soils are under increasing pressure due to population growth, competition over limited 
resources, unsustainable management practices, urban expansion and impacts of climate change; 

• that the soils that is reaching the limits of its productive capacity is faster increasing limiting our 
capacity to meet increasing demands on this precious resource; 

• that costs of restoring degraded soils are prohibitive compared to the costs of ensuring soil 
conservation and sustainable use; 

• the need for enhanced awareness, education, extension, knowledge and information, as well as 
policy and institutional support for prioritizing soil protection, sustainable soil management and 
restoration in the development agenda. 

 
The EASP understand that increasing investment in the promotion of sustainable soil management 
is a pre-condition for achieving sustainable development through regional partners, programms and 
financing, such as CACILM-2, but especially through national budget allocations, human resources, 
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knowledge development, technology transfer, databases and equipment to support the execution of 
actions and priorities identified herewith. Therefore, resource partners should be able to support 
those components and activities outlined in this document that correspond most closely to their own 
strategic and geographical preferences, while having the assurance that their contributions would be 
part of a region, coherent set of interventions. 
 
The EASP prioritizes main challenges and solutions: 
• To achieve success and secure much-needed investments, it is crucial to promote understanding 

of soil degradation in the Eurasian region and raise awareness about Sustainable Soil 
Management (SSM) practices among farmers and policy-makers.  

• Selection of SSM practices shall be done through application of an appropriate to context 
approach (such as ecosystem, integrated or systematic approach) and shall integrate results from 
complementary tools, including Diagnostic tools, Integrated Spatial tools, Multi-Criteria 
Decision Analysis and Hydrological models to avoid potential limitations of any given tool. 

• Combination of multiple factors, conditions and actions, from large-scale assessment of soil 
fertility to good extension services and strengthened legal framework are a prerequisite for 
achieving SSM. 

• To advance lasting solutions to soil degradation, partnerships and cooperation, including in the 
areas of methodological approaches harmonization and facilitation of regional trans-boundary 
projects, have to be established, potentially through Eurasian Economic Union. Furthermore, 
value addition by non-governmental organizations, such as regional soil partnerships, for 
addressing soil salinity should be recognized. 

• National and local efforts shall concentrate on policy interventions and adaptation of region-
specific approaches and techniques. 

 
Addressing these interconnected challenges will help improving the well-being of the population, 
especially those whose livelihoods depend largely on agriculture, including in Central Asia and the 
Caucasus. 
 
The expected outputs to be achieved with the five-year coverage period, and activities to be 
undertaken: 
• Report on the barriers preventing SSM application and the recommended SSM practices at 

regional and national levels will be prepared 
• Contributing the mainstreaming the innovation policy, planning and institutional structure for 

ensuring effective SSM and ecosystem services for sustaining living and decreasing poverty of 
local communities in the Eurasian region in support to the efforts for ensuring food security and 
ecological sustainability, adaptation to and mitigating of the effect of global climatic change. 

• Best Practices will be up-scaled at regional and national level and mainstreamed into national 
programs, investment frameworks and strategies (mitigation and adaptation) 

• Supporting of small projects of implementation of SSM practices  
• Applied researches aimed at the development and implementation of SSM practices will be 

encouraged and supported 
• Informing politicians, policy advisors, decision makers and associated agencies, through FAO 

formal channels and GSP partners, to better appreciate the true societal value of soil 
• Knowledge and skills of stakeholders at all levels will be enhanced 
• Extension services will be enhanced  
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• Legacy and recent research results will be published 
• The system for soil monitoring in Eurasia will be designed and introduced to the partners 
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III. Eurasian Regional Implementation Plan – Outcomes and Activities for the 
five GSP Pillars of Action 

 
Sustainable land management is achieved through the appraisal and protection of soil resources and 
good governance in agricultural practices for resilient and sound soil and crop management. Priority 
is given to the assessment and rehabilitation of degraded soils because a poor soil quality might 
cause severe deterioration of environmental conditions and threaten food security. Only with 
healthy soils can society cope with increased food and fiber demands. The cost of land degradation 
is too high for the current and future generations and the direct and indirect economic and social 
benefits of healthy ecosystem services with the application and dissemination of SSM/SLM 
practices deserves large political and financial support. The good quality soil positively reflects on 
water and air quality, food security, public health and productivity of economic sectors. The RIP of 
the Eurasian Soil Partnership targets capacity development for SSM/SLM, assessment, monitoring 
and restoration of degraded lands. Sharing experience on good and bad practices is part of joint 
learning and advancement in fighting land degradation to maintain healthy life on earth. 
 
To achieve these activities, the RIP encourages investment and technical cooperation inside each 
country of Eurasian region and between countries to draw and implement sustainable national and 
regional policies for the safeguard of soil resources as part of other ecosystems. Although soil was 
often ignored in approaching some sensitive issues like crop suitability, forestry, biodiversity, food 
quality the concept of healthy soils is increasingly integrated into other disciplines and incorporated 
into public policies, education programs and public awareness. 
 
Targeted research oriented to combat soil salinization and development of SSM/SLM practices is 
one of the primary responsibilities of local governments that often do not class the soil issue among 
its national research priorities. However, the soil is eventually present in every national food 
program, water quality and hydrological studies as well as biodiversity and reforestation programs. 
SSM/SLM targets meet the priorities and windows of international organizations and donors like 
GEF, IFAD, FAO and special contribution of Russian Federation to the GSP, etc. It is also in line 
with the priorities of national and regional research centers like ICARDA, ICBA and others. 
 
Assessing and monitoring land degradation can be integrated with ongoing international and 
national programs like the HWSD or Russian Soil-Geographic Database, or other system, or a 
combination of these, with a due reference of the requirements of the global soil information 
system. Mainstreaming with these programs improves local capacities to assess soil degradation 
using enhanced coverage and better quality soil information and leads to the harmonization of 
methods of soil mapping, classification, collection and analysis of samples and development of 
comparable and measurable soil indicators for sustainable use and protection of soil resources on 
the development of a geographically distributed network of experiments on the cultivation of saline 
and sodic soils. 
 
Pillar I: Promote sustainable management of soil resources for soil protection, 
conservation and sustainable productivity. 
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Sustainable soil management (SSM), as defined in the World Soil Charter, should be promoted and 
implemented in all land uses. The challenges associated with SSM implementation should be 
assessed and addressed, including economic, technical, social political, investment and partnership 
challenges. The GSP can bring together partners and existing initiatives to improve global and 
regional solutions towards improving and increasing sustainable soil management for soil 
protection, conservation and sustainable productivity. 
 
1.1. Barriers preventing SSM application are assessed and appropriate sustainable soil 

management practices and systems are identified.  
 
Assessing barriers and shortcomings preventing the adoption of SSM practices at the national and 
regional level is the prerequisite to achieve sustainable soil management. Soil productivity and 
suitability for multifunctional use predetermine the category of soil and present the basis for soil 
conservation, management and related legislations. Good soil quality predetermines the amount and 
quality of food and preserved water and creates the basis for the development of healthy ecosystems 
with attractive landscapes and good air quality. 
 
It is important to preliminary identify the appropriate sustainable soil management practices and 
systems at regional and national levels using existing databases because a lot of useful work have 
already done. A report on the recommended SSM practices at regional and national levels will be 
prepared by the end. 
 
1.2. The SSM is included in sectorial policy, regulative and institutional bodies. 
 
Political, legislative and institutional structures should reflect awareness and dialog on the 
integrative system approach and SSM technologies. We understand that it is a long-term objective, 
but partners must contribute to the mainstreaming the innovation policy, planning and institutional 
structure for ensuring effective SSM and ecosystem services for sustaining living and decreasing 
poverty of local communities in the Eurasian region in support to the efforts for ensuring food 
security and ecological sustainability, adaptation to and mitigating of the effect of global climatic 
change. The cost of soil conservation and ecosystem services should be included in land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
The RIP of the Eurasian Soil Partnership underlines the importance of commitments from national 
governments and institutions, regional and international organizations to provide continuous 
financial and political support to the successful implementation of the soil restoration program, 
which considers preventive measures for bright spots and curative measures for deteriorated sites. 
 
1.3. Best Practices up-scaled at regional and national level 
 
The RIP of the EASP suggests sharing the learned lessons with decision makers and up-scaling 
SSM to other national and regional areas secures the sustainability of land governance. To achieve 
sustainable soil management, it was proposed to enhance institutional capacities for assessment and 
monitoring, and for planning and implementation. The RSP will support the transfer of advanced 
soil management practices (knowledge, tools) from the research level to the level of farmers and 
community. 
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1.4. Support of small projects of implementation of SSM practices 
 
The RIP will also support the small projects aimed at mitigation of or adaptation to soil salinity 
through application of SSM practices and in summarizing the outcomes of the small projects on 
SSM application in saline lands. It is also important to promote successful project by demonstrating 
the results in the field and to training local stakeholders including farmers on the restoration of 
degraded ecosystems and SLM practices in irrigated and rainfed areas. 
 
The organization of field experiments should not be limited to experimental stations where farmers 
can be invited to observe and learn good practices, but the participatory approach through 
establishing demonstration trials on the farmer’s plots can bring more benefits to the rural 
community in SSM. 
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Logical Framework for the implementation of the RIP for Pillar I in Eurasian region 
Pillar 1: Promote sustainable management of soil resources for soil protection, conservation and sustainable productivity. 
Output/Outcome. Product Description Activity 

No. 
Activity Description Priority 

(1, 2, 3) 
Execution 
period 
(start-end) 

Stakeholders Funding 
requirement 
(YES/NO) and 
amount 

1.1  
Barriers preventing SSM 
application are assessed 
and appropriate sustainable 
soil management practices 
and systems are identified 

A report on the barriers 
preventing SSM application 
and the recommended SSM 
practices at regional and 
national levels 

1.1.1. a. Preliminary assessment of the 
barriers and shortcomings 
preventing the adoption of SSM 
practices at the regional level 
b. Pillar 1 WG workshop to be 
held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan in 
November, 2015 

1 2014-2015  the budget of 
the meeting in 
Bishkek is 
estimated at 
US$100000  

  1.1.2. Assessment of the barriers and 
shortcomings preventing the 
adoption of SSM practices at 
the national level 

1 2015  YES 
NA 

  1.1.3. Identification of appropriate 
sustainable soil management 
practices and systems at 
regional and national levels 
using existing databases 

1 2015  YES 
NA 

  1.1.4. Dissemination of the results of 
the assessment on the barriers 
preventing SSM application and 
the recommended SSM 
practices at regional and 
national levels 

1 2016  YES 
US$70000  

1.2.  
The SSM is included in 
sectorial policy, regulative 
and institutional bodies. 

The cost of soil conservation 
and ecosystem services is 
included in land use planning 
and decision making 

1.2.1. Political, legislative and 
institutional structures should 
reflect awareness and dialog on 
the integrative system approach 
and SSM technologies 

1 2016-2019  YES 
NA 

  1.2.2. National governments and 
institutions, regional 
organizations realize the 
commitments to provide 

1 2016-2019  YES 
NA 



16 

continuous financial and 
political support to the 
successful implementation of 
the soil restoration program 

1.3.  
Best Practices up-scaled at 
regional and national level 
 

Soil rehabilitation programs 
implemented to reduce the 
deterioration of the 
environmental and agricultural 
conditions and contribute to 
economic growth and SDG 

1.3.1. Institutional capacities 
enhanced for assessment and 
monitoring 

1 2016-2019  YES 
4 times 
US$50000 
equal 
US$200000  

  1.3.2. Institutional capacities 
enhanced for planning and 
implementation 

1 2016-2019  YES 
4 times 
US$50000 
equal 
US$200000  

1.4. 
Support of small projects 
of implementation of SSM 
practices 

The system of successful 
project demonstration 
developed for training local 
stakeholders including farmers 
on the restoration of degraded 
ecosystems and SSM practices 
in irrigated and rainfed areas 

1.4.1. Support of small projects aimed 
at mitigation of or adaptation to 
soil salinity through application 
of SSM practices 

1 2015-2019  YES 
2 times 
US$200000 
equal 
US$400000  

  1.4.2. Summarizing the outcomes of 
the small projects on SSM 
application in saline lands 

1 2016-2019  YES 
2 times 
US$50000 
equal 
US$100000  

Subtotal Pillar I, US$ 1070000 
 +4 NA 
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Pillar II: Encourage investment, technical cooperation, policy, education 
awareness and extension in soil. 
 
The plans of actions with emerging activities and environmental lobbying shall drive the local 
governments to create or reinforce policies on SSM and protection. The concept no soil-no water 
and no food shall be implanted in the conscious of young generations and the friendly and careful 
attitude towards soil must accompany them through all their education phases and during the post 
university life. Education in soil sciences must go together with the soil extension service, which 
should simplify the results of soil research and present them to stakeholders in digestible way. The 
dissemination of awareness among schools, universities, decision makers and soil users through 
improved communications and training materials, different channels, organization of soil days, and 
cooperation with existing programs shall engage the society in the concern about conserving 
healthy soils. 
 
2.1. Key messages to promote informing politicians and decision makers on the activities of 

the Eurasian Soil Partnership and about the activities related to the International Year of 
Soils (IYS) implemented.  

 
Mass media play important role in the formulation of public opinion and can create a lobby to 
influence decision makers and politicians. Therefore, their role in creating and upgrading public 
awareness should be considered while designing strategies for the promotion of sustainable use of 
soil resources. Simplified games and movies on soil functions can substantially contribute to early 
education of youth to the importance and vital role of the soil in everyday activity and human life. 
Special attention must be attributed to interactive learning. The key messages should convey the 
idea via press releases in media, direct contacts with stakeholders and invitation of the stakeholders 
to the EASP meetings. 
 
2.2. The knowledge and skills of stakeholders at all levels enhanced. 
 
The proposed activities aim at promoting the soil science throughout the whole education process. 
They focus on the following: training specialist to collect, analyze and map available data, 
providing training for the individuals, farmers (women) and members of water use associations, 
government staffs and capacity development on sustainable soil management, soil 
conservation/restoration and soil information management. The activities must provide continuous 
professional development of young experts.  
 
Knowledge disseminated by soil institutions will promote sustainable agricultural production and 
business and will certainly create additional working places in rural areas. Soil is in the core of the 
soil-water-plant interaction. Therefore, soil science is not an isolated discipline but it is integrated 
with geology, hydrology and plant production. 
 
2.3. Capacity development on sustainable soil management, soil conservation/ restoration, soil 

information management and extension services promoted. 
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The result is the total shortage of young soil scientists that can follow the implementation of soil 
related projects, design, assess and monitor soil protection and management practices. The 
extension shall focus on the establishment of a Consultation Service on Soil Management for 
Central Asia. The role of extension services in knowledge sharing and knowledge transfer should 
not be underestimated. These activities will also lead to capacity development on database use, soil 
monitoring and digital soil mapping. 
 
2.4. Legacy and recent research results published. 
 
The RIP will be supporting the establishment of a series of annual publications "Eurasian Soil 
Partnership Reports" (EASPRs). Publication of research results shall not be limited to peer review 
journals but also cover all available media and newspapers using local language.  
 
Partners can report the results of interdisciplinary research and development to enhance sustainable 
soil management practices, efficient use of soil information, harmonization of methods and 
indicators, and dissemination of research findings among immediate users and other stakeholders. 
EASPRs can also cover the soil behavior under low and intensive inputs, management of nutrient 
and water input on different soil types in different agroecological zones, integrated plant production 
and protection. EASPRs are disseminated to sustain data production, dissemination, sharing and 
awareness including the technology transfer, improving the access to local indigenous knowledge 
and traditions in soil management and protection, water saving, water harvesting and distribution, 
drought mitigation, food and fiber production systems and combating soil salinity. Reports can be 
disseminated through web based information sharing. 
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Logical Framework for the implementation of the RIP for Pillar II in Eurasian region 

Pillar 2: Encourage investment, technical cooperation, policy, education awareness and extension in soil. 
Output/Outcome. Product Description Activity 

No. 
Activity Description Priority 

(1, 2, 3) 
Execution 
period 
(start-end) 

Stakeholders Funding 
requirement 
(YES/NO) 
and amount 

2.1. 
Key messages to promote 
informing politicians and 
decision makers on the 
activities of the Eurasian Soil 
Partnership and about the 
activities related to the 
International Year of Soils 
(IYS) implemented 

Awareness of land users, 
investors and developers on 
the activities of the Eurasian 
Soil Partnership, which will 
promote the importance of 
SSM in the achievement of 
SDG) and about the activities 
related to the International 
Year of Soils (IYS) 

2.1.1. Informing politicians, policy 
advisors, decision makers 
and associated agencies, 
through FAO formal 
channels and GSP partners, 
to better appreciate the true 
societal value of soil.  

1 2015-2019  NA 

  2.1.2. The key messages convey 
the idea via press-releases in 
media and direct contacts 
with stakeholders 

1 2015-2019  NA 

  2.1.3. Bring the stakeholders to the 
EASP meetings 

1 2015-2019  NA 

  2.1.4. Invite the stakeholders to the 
IYS events 

1 2015  YES 
FAO funds 

2.2. 
The knowledge and skills of 
stakeholders at all levels 
enhanced. 

Technical cooperation for the 
enhancement and enabling of 
civil societies and soil 
institutions to support and 
disseminate soil management  
are promoted 

2.2.1. Training specialist to collect, 
analyze and map available 
data 

1 2016-2019  YES  
NA 

  2.2.2. Provide training for the 
individuals, farmers 
(women) and members of 

1 2016-2019  YES 
US$650000 to 
1300000 
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water use associations, 
government staffs 

  2.2.3. Continuous professional 
development of young 
experts. 
 
Linking soil science to other 
disciplines (natural 
resources, environment and 
geospatial sciences) to attract 
young generation and 
support the role of soil in 
these disciplines 

1 2016-2019  YES 
NA 

2.3. 
Capacity development on 
sustainable soil management, 
soil conservation / restoration, 
soil information management 
and extension services 
promoted. 

Soil science in the education 
is promoted and extension 
programs for the 
dissemination and adoption of 
SSM/SLM practices are 
activated. 

2.3.1. Capacity development on 
sustainable soil management, 
soil conservation / 
restoration 

1 2015-2016  YES 
US$100000  

  2.3.2. Capacity development on 
database use, soil monitoring 
and digital soil mapping 

2 2016-2019  YES 
3 times 
US$50000 
equal 
US$150000  

  2.3.3. Support to the establishment 
of a Consultation Service on 
Soil Management for Central 
Asia 

1 2015-2016  YES 
US$100000  

  2.3.4. Support private consultative 
services for introduction of 
SLM approaches and 

1 2016-2019 ICARDA 200000 
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technologies into 
recommendations to land 
users 

2.4. 
Legacy and recent research 
results published 

Establishment of a series of 
annual publications "Eurasian 
Soil Partnership Reports" 

2.4.1. Publication of annual 
volumes, their electronic 
version, possibly 
accompanied with GIS maps 

1 2015-2018  YES 
4 times 
US$50000 
equal 
US$200000  

Subtotal Pillar II, US$ 2050000 + 6 
NA 
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Pillar III: Promote targeted soil research and development focusing on 
identified gaps, priorities, and synergies with related productive, environmental 
and social development actions. 
 
The targeted soil research and development programs oriented to the advance of soil management 
and conservation measures, arising from and meeting the needs of the RSP, must identify the 
sustainable management of soil resources for agricultural production and environmental functions. 
For this, it must define socio-economic and societal needs in food, habitat and other environmental 
services and adopt the priorities set by local community, attract funding and implicate qualified 
human resources capable of finding relevant solutions to respond to these needs and effectively 
closing the gap between research and technology adoption. 
 
Products of the soil oriented land research groups can predefine priorities that match the FAO GSP 
and RSP plans of actions, thus be visible, attain seed money, and fund support. Soil research in 
Eurasian region can benefit from the results of basic research executed in the developed countries 
and combine both basic and applied research to generate knowledge that can develop or adapt new 
technologies and support development goals. Synergy between advanced international research 
institutions and local universities and research bodies and cofounding from the private sector is 
promoted to identify strategic gaps, priorities and synergies and develop joint research programs. 
The regional soil research and development program can be oriented to solve practical issues of soil 
degradation and problem soils, in particular: soil salinity and sustainably use the soil and water 
resources, achieving higher productivity of applied water, achieving more efficient use of applied 
nutrients, increasing food production on economic and environmental sound ground, strengthening 
the soil buffering capacity and resilience towards soil compaction and variable climatic conditions. 
 
In all cases, soil research in Eurasian region should focus on soil degradation and onsite and offsite 
(often neglected) economic loss to current and future generations brought by threats caused by 
salinization, erosion, soil organic matter, nutrient and biodiversity depletion, and soil compaction. 
Improving the soil health to stop the deterioration and improve the state of degraded lands to 
enhance the development and human wellbeing while enabling soil protection and sustainable use 
and respecting future societal trends must be in the center of the research and development 
programs of Eurasian region. Similarly, to the estimates of the Economics of land degradation 
(ELD), assessing the financial value of soil-related ecosystem services has been successful and 
convincing to non-soil experts. 
 
3.1. The productivity of agricultural systems through sustainable land and soil management 

enhanced  
 
Targeted soil research is taking multidisciplinary approach that incorporates technology 
development, socio-economic and policy analysis. It addresses barriers and constraints to achieving 
sustainable management of soil, water and biodiversity in order to fully realize their economic, 
social and environmental benefits. The priority action to develop regional activities is to establish 
integrated, multidisciplinary regional research program based on the state of soil resources, 
environmental problems, knowledge gaps and the economic and environmental value of sustainable 
soil management. 
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The identification of research priorities depends on the assessment of national and regional 
capacities, gaps and needs to establish research program and advanced tools including the use of 
advanced techniques. Remote sensing can be used for the mapping vulnerabilities, including 
establishment of modern soil database indicators, surface vegetation and laboratory capacities and a 
fully functional laboratory for GIS/RS. The assessment on future impact of climate change on land 
degradation to facilitate strategy development and implementation in agriculture and environmental 
sectors. Evaluation on alternative farming systems, such as agro-forestry, agro-pastoral, bio-saline 
agriculture, new crops and crop varieties to utilize marginal lands and cope with future climate 
variability.  
 
The development of new guidelines, packages, technologies, policies and recommendations for 
improving the adaptation capacity of communities to climate change and combating land 
degradation. On-farm evaluation and demonstration of integrated soil, land, crop and water 
management technologies to combat land degradation and improve livelihoods.  
 
3.2. Research on the Economics of Land Degradation (ELD) encouraged 
 
Good soil management practices are tested and transferred from the research level to the level of 
farmers and community. The identification of national research policy considers the environmental 
and socio economic impact at the catchment and agro ecosystems levels and societal benefits and 
interests. Farmer’s practices, including soil and irrigation management, under saline conditions 
assessed and monitored and the best SSM practices disseminated for sustainable ecosystem 
management. Research program supports projects on the economics of soil and land degradation 
and the benefit from the SSM for the support of decision-making and policies. The impact of local 
regulations and legislation related to land use and soil protection is assessed. 
 
 



24 

Logical Framework for the implementation of the RIP for Pillar III in Eurasian region 

Pillar 3: Promote targeted soil research and development focusing on identified gaps and priorities and synergies with related productive, environmental and social 
development actions 
Output/Outcome. Product Description Activity 

No. 
Activity Description Priority 

(1, 2, 3) 
Execution 
period 
(start-end) 

Stakeholders Funding 
requirement 
(YES/NO) 
and amount 

3.1. 
The productivity of 
agricultural systems 
through sustainable 
land and soil 
management enhanced  

The livelihoods of the 
people and communities 
living in target areas 
improved by enhancing the 
productivity of agricultural 
systems through sustainable 
land and soil management 
in the conditions of a 
rapidly changing climate  

3.1.1. Establishment of innovation 
platform at the basis of research and 
development network, as a part of 
the Eurasian Food Security Network 
 
Organization of the workshop for the 
establishment of the Platform. 

1 2015-2019 EASP 
Secretariat 
and ICARDA 

YES 
US$80000  

  3.1.2 Soil salinity studies in selected 
topics to close identified gaps in 
knowledge  promoted and supported 

1 2015-2019 ECFS and 
FAO 

YES 
2 times 
US$200000 
equal 
US$400000  

  3.1.3 Open access set of 
options/interventions for maximizing 
agricultural productivity and 
combating land degradation 

1 2016-2019 ECFS and 
ICARDA 

US$800000 

3.2. 
Research on the 
Economics of Land 
Degradation (ELD) 
encouraged 

Sustainable soil research 
and development policy is 
formulated to identify 
priorities, strengths, 
weaknesses and constraints 
and to focus research on the 
social and economic role of 

3.2.1. Participation in the research 
programs on ELD of the Russian 
Scientific Fund (“Control of land 
degradation in the Eurasian region”) 
and GIZ project on ELD in Central 
Asia. 

1 2015-2019  YES 
US$1200000  
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soil management in poverty 
alleviation and food 
security 

  3.2.2. Development of national and 
regional research capacity to assess 
the economics of land degradation 
and benefits of SLM and SSM to 
influence decision making and raise 
awareness on the wise use and 
conservation of limited soil and 
water resources. 

1 2015-2019  NA 

  3.2.3 Assessment of the impact of local 
regulations and legislation related to 
land use options and soil 
conservation practices on land 
degradation and the provision of soil 
services 

1 2015-2019  NA 

Subtotal for Pillar III, US$ 2480000  
 +3 NA 
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Pillar IV: Enhance the quantity and quality of soil data and information: data 
collection (generation), analysis, validation, reporting, monitoring and 
integration with other disciplines. 
 
The current situation in Eurasian region is characterized by disaggregated and missing soil data. 
Even when the soil data exist, they are often not shared or have limited availability. Therefore, 
developing the activities of the RIP contributes to updating existed soil information, supporting the 
production of new soil data where missing and upgrading and harmonizing the existing soil 
information. Upgrading and harmonizing the soil information in the Eurasian region is essential. 
Producing and sharing good quality soil information with harmonized minimum data sets optimizes 
the balance between global and regional mapping and monitoring, improves the production and 
quality of thematic maps on soil salinity, erosion, land use options and water management. 
 
Assessing and monitoring land degradation can be integrated with ongoing national programs like 
the HWSD or Russian Soil-Geographic Database, or other system, or a combination of these, with a 
due reference of the requirements of the global soil information system. Mainstreaming with these 
programs improves local capacities to assess soil degradation using enhanced coverage and better 
quality soil information and leads to the harmonization of methods of soil mapping, classification, 
collection and analysis of samples and development of comparable and measurable soil indicators 
for sustainable use and protection of soil resources on the development of a geographically 
distributed network of experiments on the cultivation of saline and sodic soils. 
 
Soil data are generally lacking homogeneity in terms of the availability of most data in non-
electronic formats. In the same time, information about the distribution and types of soils are 
needed urgently by governments to plan the use of land in order to improve productivity and 
respond to the increasing demand for food and to sustain the productivity of land by reducing land 
degradation. More specifically, knowledge of the following soil resources data is critical for 
decision makers at various levels (from farmers to policy makers): soil classification and 
distribution of saline parent material and water, soil fertility, degree of land degradation and 
suitability. 
 
Therefore, investments in soil data collection and coverage of details soil data should be prioritized. 
The starting point is to set criteria, by local and regional experts, for selecting areas with tentatively 
high potential. Climate (rainfall and temperature), topography (mainly slope steepness), availability 
of water resources, accessibility might be used, among other criteria, to identify areas for detailed 
soil data acquisition. New tools/approaches of soil mapping, incorporating GIS and remote sensing 
are needed to establish an up-to-date soil databases. Proper training of national staff in building, 
maintaining and using these databases is essential to ensure cost effectiveness and sustainability of 
the investment. 
 
4.1.National soil-geographical databases designed and introduced to different stakeholders 

and soil monitoring system established.  
 
It is of strategic importance to stress the need of stakeholders in soil knowledge and to establish soil 
departments in the research and academic centers to collect, standardize and share the soil data. The 
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former national committees and entities assess the available soil legacy, human resources and 
infrastructure and the national capacity to collect, update, harmonize and share soil information 
through web-based services. Therefore, the need arises for soil information to be integrated into 
RSP and GSP systems. 
 
The compilation of soil data is complicated by the nature of the sources of information which can 
be governmental body or private sector with high importance given to property right and privacy of 
information. Sometimes, soil data sharing is constrained by the policy of the institute who own the 
data. In many cases, the RSP will rely on old published reports, which are not circulated anymore, 
and peer reviewed articles to build information on soil conditions and state of changes. In many 
cases, the National Soil Information Institution where it is available needs to collect new soil data 
notably for the large-scale soil mapping and characterization. Standardization of the available and 
newly collected soil data and filtering the non-usable information relying on expert judgment is a 
prerequisite to meet the need of producing good quality database of soil profiles that can be used at 
local, national or regional scale for modeling and simulation. 
 
The RIP adopts the designing and introducing National soil-geographical databases based on a 
unified methodology and software (SOTER-type) and Soil monitoring system. On the bases of that 
system, the RIP adopts the development of a Unified EASP Database on stationary field 
experiments on saline and sodic soils.  
 
Regular assessment and monitoring of pilot areas in different agro ecological zones with variable 
bioclimatic conditions, land cover and land use provides valuable information to the scientific 
community, decision-making, and stakeholders on soil conditions and environmental and human 
pressure. The accumulated database provides the room for the elaboration of forecasting system to 
predict the behavior of the soil to given land use and level of human pressure. Observed changes in 
soil state lead to elaborate and execute, on a participatory basis, a draft management plan for the 
conservation of success stories and remediation of degraded spots with emerging learned lessons. 
 
4.2.The Protocol for surface and remote soil monitoring and Manual for field sampling, 

laboratory analyses, sources and methods of processing remote sensing data, place and 
form of storage of data established and adopted. 

 
Develop the protocol for surface and remote soil monitoring, introducing it to the relevant 
institutions of the Partner countries. The protocol should include the manual for field sampling, 
laboratory analyses, sources and methods of processing remote sensing data, place and form of 
storage of data. Create a national, regional and international observatory to collect, harmonize, 
store, update and share the available national soil information. Such system can rely on advanced 
tools and techniques including digital mapping for the assessment and monitoring of soil and land 
quality. The agreement on the establishment of a common protocol should be reached 
simultaneously with the agreement of soil databases  
 
Create within the RSP long-term regional soil information storage and retrieval system for the 
monitoring and forecasting the soil conditions answers the needs of the SDG. Soil information can 
be collected from available national soil data and it can incorporate newly generated soil 
information from different sources to serve soil monitoring. This system must secure the protection 
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of intellectual rights and terms of use and training and develop a new generation of young soil 
specialists in soil mapping and monitoring of soil conditions. 
 
4.3.National soil reference information resources with open Internet access and joint Eurasian 

Soil Portal supported. 
 
A national soil reference information system (NSRIS) collects, analyzes, stores, manipulate, treat 
and share soil data and information to facilitate the measurements and evidence on progress in 
sustainable soil management. The NSRIS secures harmonized and verified soil data that can be 
incorporated into regional and global soil information systems for the ease of use by different local 
and national stakeholders. The RIP will support the development of the structure of the Eurasian 
Soil Portal based on the web site of the ECFS with possibility of uploading information. A web 
based delivery and dissemination service ensure easy and direct access to digital soil information 
and thematic maps with possibility of interaction with the users for specific queries answering their 
specific local and national needs. Once the NSRIS is operational and fully functional, the queries 
and feedback received from end users help adapting the modules to match more local or national 
conditions and to improve the diagnostic power of the produced maps. 
 
The proposed NSRIS should not be viewed as a traditional source of soil information, which 
provides whatever soil data available in the system. It should provide user-friendly tools to allow 
the clients of soil information from different disciplines to derive their own data for the level of 
detail and area of interest that suit their demands. Associated to this, there should be wide capacity 
building campaigns that allow the users to implement these tools easily to integrate them with the 
needed soil information. This will open the door for more applications of soil information in 
environmental related tasks and might change the traditional view of soil information as being a 
“black box” to non-soil specialists. 
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Logical Framework for the implementation of the RIP for Pillar IV in Eurasian region 

Pillar 4: Enhance the quantity and quality of soil data and information: data collection (generation), analysis, validation, reporting, monitoring and integration with 
other disciplines. 
Output/Outcome. Product Description Activity 

No. 
Activity Description Priority 

(1, 2, 3) 
Execution 
period 
(start-end) 

Stakeholders Funding 
requirement 
(YES/NO) 
and amount 

4.1. 
National soil-geographical 
databases designed and 
introduced to different 
stakeholders and soil monitoring 
system established. 

Eurasian soil information 
system is established and 
integrated with unified 
methodology and software 
(SOTER-type); data needs, 
specifications and gaps at 
different scales are assessed 

4.1.1. Find an agreement on the 
platform for the database, 
software and sharing of 
data.  

2 2016-2019  YES 
US$70000  

  4.1.2. Define the needs of different 
stakeholders in soil data and 
share of soil data 

2 2016-2019  YES 
US$50000 to 
150000  

  4.1.3. Development of a Unified 
EASP Database on 
stationary field experiments 
on saline and sodic soils 

2 2016-2019  YES 
US$70000  

  4.1.4. Support the use of EASP 
Database in soil degradation 
studies, digital soil mapping 
and land evaluation/land use 
planning 

2 2016-2019  NA 

  4.1.5. develop recommendations 
for a geographically 
distributed network of 
experiments on the 
cultivation of saline and 
sodic soils 

2 2016-2017  YES 
NA 
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4.2. 
The Protocol for surface and 
remote soil monitoring and 
Manual for field sampling, 
laboratory analyses, sources and 
methods of processing remote 
sensing data, place and form of 
storage of data established and 
adopted. 

Tools and guidelines to create 
soil information to satisfy the 
demands of users from 
different disciplines are 
established with proper 
training; the needs to support 
decision for various demands 
and at different levels are 
satisfied. 

4.2.1. Establishment of the 
protocol for surface and 
remote soil monitoring 

1 2016  NA 

  4.2.2. Establishment of the manual 
for field sampling, 
laboratory analyses, sources 
and methods of processing 
remote sensing data, place 
and form of storage of data 

2 2016  NA 

  4.2.3. Protocol and manual 
introduce adopted and 
implemented at the relevant 
institutions of the Partner 
countries 

2 2016-2019  YES 
US$70000  

4.3. 
National soil reference 
information resources with open 
Internet access and joint 
Eurasian Soil Portal supported. 

National soil reference 
information resources with 
open Internet access and joint 
Eurasian Soil Portal 
established 

4.3.1. Develop the structure of the 
Eurasian Soil Portal based 
on the web site of the ECFS 

2 2015-2019  YES 

  4.3.2. Upload information and 
support of the Portal 

2 2015-2019  NA 

  4.3.3. Set up Eurasian Soil Portal 
for national and regional 
public awareness and 
training 

2 2015-2019  NA 

Subtotal for Pillar IV, US$ 360000+ 7NA 
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Pillar V: Harmonization of methods, measurements and indicators for the 
sustainable management and protection of soil resources 
 
Harmonization at a regional level can be somewhat dangerous, because it may lead to the 
development of several different regional systems poorly harmonized between each other. Thus, at 
the (sub) regional level the efforts should be aimed at the introduction of universal harmonized 
approaches rather than to the development of regional systems for scientific communication. To 
overcome the transboundary issue, the Global and Regional Soil Partnership propose mechanisms 
for developing and exchanging globally consistent and comparable harmonized soil information, 
through soil profile observation and description data, laboratory and field analytical data, and 
derived products. Harmonization, which could be seen as a next step to standardization, provides 
the ability to describe, sample, classify and analyze the soil in a way that allows the use of the 
results for later scientific use. 
 
5.1. The GSP harmonization principles introduced to the EASP Partners 
 
Local soil surveyors must overcome the language barrier and be trained on the production of soil 
data and compilation of harmonized soil assessment criteria of GSP. They can contribute to the 
standardization of local soil data and training of local stakeholders on different aspects of SSM and 
use of outputs from soil mapping and reporting to link local development with the efforts to combat 
soil salinity and SDGs. They should be well equipped with modern field and office tools and sensor 
techniques for broad applications in rural agriculture. 
 
5.2. Terminology, soil classification, methods, indicators and procedures for saline and sodic 
soils on the Eurasian scale harmonized. 
 
The establishment of adapted and harmonized soil sampling and analyses manuals facilitates the 
derived indicators on saline and sodic soils, supports soil monitoring and contributes to the SLM. It 
contributes to the use and communication of information on transboundary soil information system 
and exchange of data between regions and countries. 
 
5.3. A system of intergovernmental standards for saline and sodic soils, including the 
development of standards samples of these soils harmonized across Eurasian region 
 
Once technology transfer and training among the Eurasian region is done, the system of 
intergovernmental standards for saline and sodic soils is identified and land evaluation is introduced 
into national and local policy, the process of standardization and harmonization of land degradation 
and soil protection is well governed. 
 
Relevant laws and legislation must be adapted to consider the soil conservation and protection of 
the soil functions as essential part of terrestrial ecosystems. 
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Logical Framework for the implementation of the RIP for Pillar V in Eurasian region 

Pillar 5: Harmonization of methods, measurements and indicators for the sustainable management and protection of soil resources. 
Output/Outcome. Product Description Activity 

No. 
Activity Description Priority 

(1, 2, 3) 
Execution 
period 
(start-end) 

Stakeholders Funding 
requirement 
(YES/NO) 
and amount 

5.1. 
The GSP harmonization 
principles introduced to the 
EASP Partners 

Language barrier is 
overcome and local soil 
surveyors are trained on the 
production of soil data and 
compilation of harmonized 
soil assessment criteria of 
GSP 

5.1.1. EASP involved in the 
harmonization of the 
terminology, standards, and 
protocols across the world 

1 2015-2019  YES 
100000 US$ 

  5.1.2. Capacity building for the 
harmonization of soil data 
collection and analysis. 

2 2016-2019  YES 
13 times 
US$50000 
equal 
US$650000  

5.2 
Terminology, soil 
classification, methods, 
indicators and procedures for 
saline and sodic soils on the 
Eurasian scale harmonized 

Methods of soil sampling 
and analysis are harmonized; 
soil indicators for Eurasian 
region are standardized and 
shared 

5.2.1. Organization and functioning of 
working groups of experts from 
the EASP partner countries for 
the analysis of the issues and for 
preparing proposals on each 
issue in the form of on-line 
conferences 

2 2015-2018  YES 
NA 

  5.2.3. Organization of a series of 
workshops for the approvement 
of agreed decisions 

2 2015-2018  NA 

  5.2.3. Development of conversion 
tables and software for 
translating the data from one 
system of measures and 

2 2015-2018  NA 
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methods of analysis to another 
5.3. 
A system of 
intergovernmental standards 
for saline and sodic soils, 
including the development of 
standards samples of these 
soils harmonized across 
Eurasian region 

A system of 
intergovernmental standards 
for saline and sodic soils, 
including the development of 
standards samples of these 
soils established 

5.3.1. Development of a Technical 
Committee of the EASP on 
standardization of saline and 
sodic soils 

2 2015-2019  YES 
US$200000  

  5.3.2. Harmonization of the use of 
existing national standards on 
the intergovernmental level 

2 2015-2019  NA 

  5.3.3. Development and approval of 
new standards on saline and 
sodic soils 

2 2015-2019  NA 

Subtotal Pillar V, US$ 950000  
+ 5 NA 
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IV. Implementation Arrangements and Governance 
 
In general, to understand the importance of the Eurasian RSP, it is useful to highlight the common 
soil related constraints for the Eurasian region: 
• Unsustainable use and management of soil resources 
• Wide distribution of saline and sodic soils 
• Inadequate institutional capacity 
• Low access to innovation on SSM 
• Inadequate capacity development strategy 
• Low awareness of long term benefits of SSM 
• Low investment in scientific research including the soil related projects 
 
The second Plenary Meeting of the EASP in Izmir, Turkey (16–18 June 2015) recognized the great 
potential and diversity of soils in the region and the experiences gained over generations in 
managing the soil resources for a multitude of goods and ecosystem services - provisioning, 
regulating, socio-cultural and supporting services. However, the Partners pointed to the fact that the 
soil is not among the high priority issues either at national or regional level. It is usually impeded 
within other subjects like climate change and productivity. However, soil condition is deteriorating 
due to different natural and man-induced threats. This calls for the need to conserve the soil, 
develop effective preventive measures based on regional priorities, formulate policy messages about 
the impact of soil degradation (with a focus on soil salinity), provide economic analysis (cost-
benefit) of soil management and finally implementation of preventive and conservation 
interventions. 
 
The governance of the implementation of the Plan of Action will include the major stakeholders in 
the frames of GSP. These stakeholders include: 
• The Partners represented by the national focal points and delegates of non-government 

partners, as a rule, expressing their will at Plenary Assemblies; 
• The GSP Secretariat, including FAO staff from regional European, sub-regional CAC, and 

country offices; 
• The EASP leadership: Chair, Vice-Chair, Steering Committee, the EASP Secretariat; 
• The members of the Working Groups (WGs) on the Pillars of Action. 
 
The interaction of stakeholders is regulated by the “Guidelines for the establishment and 
consolidation of Regional Soil Partnerships”. The Implementation Plan of Action has to be prepared 
by the WGs, revised by the GSP Secretariat, adopted by the Partners at the Plenary Meeting, and 
implemented by the EASP Secretariat supervised by the EASP Chair and Vice-Chair. 
 
The second Plenary Meeting of the Eurasian Soil Partnership (EASP) was held in Izmir, Turkey, 
from 16–18 June 2015 for finalizing a five-year rolling sub-regional ‘Implementation Plan’. The 
“Izmir Communiqué” (in English) was adopted and signed by all participants highlighting 
commitments for promoting wide uptake of sustainable soil management and restoration of 
degraded soils in the region. The Secretariat will carry full time leadership supported by a technical 
team from the Steering Committee and Working Groups. 
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Conscious:  
• that soils have been neglected for many years in the development agenda and are being 
increasingly degraded due to inappropriate land use and management practices and inadequate 
attention at all levels; 
• that soils are under increasing pressure due to population growth, competition over limited 
resources, unsustainable management practices, urban expansion and impacts of climate change; 
• that the area that is reaching the limits of its productive capacity is fast increasing limiting 
our capacity to meet increasing demands on this precious resource; 
• that costs of restoring degraded soils are prohibitive compared to the costs of ensuring soil 
conservation and sustainable use 
• the need for enhanced awareness, education, extension, knowledge and information, as well 
as policy and institutional support for prioritizing soil protection, sustainable soil management and 
restoration in the development agenda. 
 
The EASP understand that increasing investment in the promotion of sustainable soil management 
is a pre-condition for achieving sustainable development through regional partners, programmes 
and financing, such as CACILM-2, but especially through national budget allocations, human 
resources, knowledge development, technology transfer, databases and equipment to support the 
execution of actions and priorities identified herewith. Therefore, resource partners should be able 
to support those components and activities outlined in this document, which correspond most 
closely to their own strategic and geographical preferences, while having the assurance that their 
contributions would be part of a region, coherent set of interventions. 
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V. Risk management  
 
The establishment of EASP supposes strong commitment from the focal points and active role of 
the Secretariat and involvement of the members of the steering Committee and Working groups. 
The design and successful implementation of the activities listed in the RIP suggest the availability 
of funding and continuous support from international donors and commitment from regional and 
national institutions including the updating of policies and laws. The SSM action plan can be 
successfully executed if end users are participating in the identification and dissemination of best 
practices and evidence of economic and social benefits from SSM are presented to the farmers and 
policy makers. The willingness and commitments of governments, represented by all concerned 
Ministries is the key to successful implementation of the plan, especially at national level. A great 
success of the implementation plan will be achieved if different ministries work together to 
integrate soil issue within their related activities, particularly, environment, water and agriculture 
related ministries 
 
The ignorance and negligence of the role of the soil as essential part in the soil-water-plant-animal-
human continuum obstructs the support of soil targeted research and constrains the efforts for 
improved soil quality information and restricts the updating of old soil information and production 
of new one. Building and updating soil databases and the standardization of soil sampling, 
analytical and classification methods can be hampered by the lack of resources and absence of 
interest from decision makers and end users. Only with proper soil education in schools and 
universities and with effective communication, using all modern means of social media, can one 
count on awareness raised for SSM and protection of soil resources.  
 
Capacity building, raising awareness, strong governmental commitment and public-private 
partnership can assist in mitigating the constraints to build Eurasian Soil Portal, develop, and 
implement good national and regional governance in soil management and protection. 
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Logical Framework for risk management of the RIP for five GSP Pillars in Eurasian region  
Pillar 1. Promote sustainable management, protection and conservation of soil resources for sustainable productivity and restoration/rehabilitation of 
degraded/problem soils  
Output/Outcome. Product Description Assumption and Risk 
1.1 Barriers preventing SSM application are 
assessed and appropriate sustainable soil 
management practices and systems are 
identified 

A report on the barriers preventing SSM 
application and the recommended SSM practices 
at regional and national levels 

Successful engagement of top-level scientists and soil 
practitioners needs to be ensured. 
Good preparatory work would be essential (e.g. by using focal 
point systems or dedicated sub-teams of partners). 

1.2. The SSM is included in sectorial policy, 
regulative and institutional bodies. 

The cost of soil conservation and ecosystem 
services is included in land use planning and 
decision making 

All classical risks in this type of projects, e.g. regarding the 
selection of suitable areas, sufficient and timely counterpart 
support by country authorities, full account of local conditions. 

1.3. Best Practices up-scaled at regional and 
national level 

Soil rehabilitation programs implemented to 
reduce the deterioration of the environmental and 
agricultural conditions and contribute to 
economic growth and SDG 

Dissemination of the experience could be unsuccessful due to 
intra-regional differences. To combat this it is assumed by 
preliminary analysis of regional diversity and development of 
measures to adapt practices to specific local conditions. 

1.4.Support of small projects of 
implementation of SSM practices 

The system of successful project demonstration 
developed for training local stakeholders 
including farmers on the restoration of degraded 
ecosystems and SLM practices in irrigated and 
rainfed areas 

Lack of financing. The solution lies in promoting the 
importance of this subject. 
Encourage national and regional mobilization of recourse. 

Pillar 2. Encourage investment, technical cooperation, policy, education awareness and extension in soils. 
2.1. Key messages to promote informing 
politicians and decision makers on the 
activities of the Eurasian Soil Partnership and 
about the activities related to the International 
Year of Soils (IYS) implemented 

Awareness of land users, investors and 
developers on the activities of the Eurasian Soil 
Partnership, which will promote the importance 
of SSM in the achievement of SDG) and about 
the activities related to the International Year of 
Soils (IYS) 

Investment and technical cooperation for soils have been 
lacking. 
 
Commitments by partners to make full use of EASP 
opportunities.  

2.2. The knowledge and skills of stakeholders 
at all levels enhanced. 

Technical cooperation for the enhancement and 
enabling of civil societies and soil institutions to 
support and disseminate soil management  are 
promoted 

Availability of adequate resources, also stemming from 
partners. Soil knowledge and soil implications on water, 
climate, biodiversity, energy, food and poverty issues are not 
properly addressed in the general education system. It also 
extends into a society’s ability to obtain, manage and 
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administrate the financing, investment and resources. In this 
respect, the provision of relevant education to the farmer 
community, as ‘guardians of the soil’, is important. 

2.3. Capacity development on sustainable soil 
management, soil conservation / restoration, 
soil information management and extension 
services promoted. 

Soil science in the education is promoted and 
extension programs for the dissemination and 
adoption of SSM/SLM practices are activated. 

Our activities should be structured in a way that ensures active 
participation and discovery in understanding the links between 
soil, its functions and cause effect relationships in its use and 
misuse. 

2.4. Legacy and recent research results 
published 

Establishment of a series of annual publications 
"Eurasian Soil Partnership Reports" 

Lack of financing. The solution lies in promoting the 
importance of this subject. Creating public awareness on the 
importance of sustaining soils and their functions. It allows 
citizens to understand the need to build, promote and require 
their governments to create appropriate soil related policies. 

Pillar 3. Promote targeted soil research and development focusing on identified gaps and priorities and synergies with related productive, environmental and social 
development actions 
3.1. The productivity of agricultural systems 
through sustainable land and soil management 
enhanced 

The livelihoods of the people and communities 
living in target areas improved by enhancing the 
productivity of agricultural systems through 
sustainable land and soil management in the 
conditions of a rapidly changing climate 

Regional partnerships should live up to the expectation of 
being effective engines of knowledge generation within 
geographical areas sharing the same problems. 

3.2. Research on the Economics of Land 
Degradation (ELD) encouraged 

Sustainable soil research and development policy 
is formulated to identify priorities, strengths, 
weaknesses and constraints and to focus research 
on the social and economic role of soil 
management in poverty alleviation and food 
security 

Risk: gaps between researched topics and priorities and actual 
needs of implementation. 
Assumption: gaps in knowledge of selected practices identified 
at early stage and research is designed accordingly. 

Pillar 4. Enhance the quantity and quality of soil data and information: data collection (generation), analysis, validation, reporting, monitoring and integration with 
other disciplines  
4.1. National soil-geographical databases 
designed and introduced to different 
stakeholders and soil monitoring system 
established. 

Eurasian soil information system is established 
and integrated with unified methodology and 
software (SOTER-type); data needs, 
specifications and gaps at different scales are 
assessed 

There is a risk that the national soil information units do not 
follow up with providing information on a timely manner. 
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4.2. The Protocol for surface and remote soil 
monitoring and Manual for field sampling, 
laboratory analyses, sources and methods of 
processing remote sensing data, place and 
form of storage of data established and 
adopted. 

Tools and guidelines to create soil information to 
satisfy the demands of users from different 
disciplines are established with proper training; 
the needs to support decision for various 
demands and at different levels are satisfied. 

Availability of adequate resources. 

4.3. National soil reference information 
resources with open Internet access and joint 
Eurasian Soil Portal supported. 

National soil reference information resources 
with open Internet access and joint Eurasian Soil 
Portal established 

Availability of adequate resources. 

Pillar 5. Harmonization of methods, measurements and indicators for the sustainable management and protection of soil resources  
5.1. The GSP harmonization principles 
introduced to the EASP Partners 

Language barrier is overcome and local soil 
surveyors are trained on the production of soil 
data and compilation of harmonized soil 
assessment criteria of GSP 

Risk of possible overlapping and duplication; need for clear 
mandate and roles of the various working groups. Language, 
standards and classification system of previous surveys and 
harmonization with global/regional data 

5.2. Terminology, soil classification, methods, 
indicators and procedures for saline and sodic 
soils on the Eurasian scale harmonized. 

Methods of soil sampling and analysis are 
harmonized; soil indicators for Eurasian region 
are standardized and shared. 

Risk of possible overlapping and duplication; need for clear 
mandate and roles of the various working groups. Language, 
standards and classification system of previous surveys and 
harmonization with global/regional data 

5.3. A system of intergovernmental standards 
for saline and sodic soils, including the 
development of standards samples of these 
soils harmonized across Eurasian region 

A system of intergovernmental standards for 
saline and sodic soils, including the development 
of standards samples of these soils established 

Availability of adequate resources. 
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VI. Monitoring and Evaluation. 
 
The Plan has an indicative timeframe of five years. It is expected that progress will, however, be 
reviewed at annual intervals, while a mid-course review may also be possible and the lessons 
learned would assist with deciding on the way forward.  
 
An independent Final Evaluation will be completed within nine months prior to the actual 
completion date of the EASP programme. It will aim at identifying project outcomes, their 
sustainability and actual or potential impacts. It will also have the purpose of indicating the 
measures needed to ensure continuity of action developed through the projects. The EASP 
Secretariat, in consultation with project stakeholders, will be responsible for organizing and 
backstopping this Evaluation, including finalizing the ToR, selecting and backstopping the team and 
Quality Assurance of the final report.  
 
The evaluation will, inter alia: 
• assess relevance, efficiency and effectiveness of project design and implementation; 
• assess project actual outputs and potential outcomes, impacts and sustainability; 
• assess project performance in gender mainstreaming and achievements on gender equality; 
• identify lessons learned about project design, implementation and management; 
• highlight achievements and practices worth up-scaling and/or replication. 

 
Advanced objective assessment and monitoring tools like remote sensing and GIS can be used 
together with the results of national published reports and statistics undertaken by public and private 
sectors on the area of cropped lands, soil productivity, efficiency of applied water and nutrient, 
farmers income and net return. 
 
Harmonized indicators in the pilot areas and at subnational/national levels are subdivided into two 
categories:  
1. Assessment indicators like the type and area degraded lands, type of chemical, physical and 
biological degradation (erosion, salinity, compaction, soil organic matter depletion, decline of soil 
productivity, soil resilience to drought, crusting, sealing, pollution, loss of vegetation cover, loss of 
habitat, decline in groundwater level, deterioration of water quality), severity of degradation (slight, 
low, moderate and severe), state of the normalized differential vegetation index (NDVI), area of 
green cover, dominant conservation measure, farmers knowledge and skills, land use value, area 
under proper rotation, area under good practices, governance and decision making, public 
awareness, education and communication, investment into SLM and agricultural sector, EIA, laws 
and regulations, harmonized soil database.  
2. Monitoring indicators like % of area under SSM, % area under each type of conservation 
measures per mapping unit, % land use and land cover change, % of improved and healthy 
ecosystem, % of deteriorated area, number of implemented SLM projects, number of trained 
farmers and stakeholders, number of training workshops, number of published reports, compact 
discs, movies and scientific papers, number of national and local soil awareness campaign, number 
of soil related laws and legislation taken and implemented, number of decision taken at the 
administrative and stakeholder’s level for SLM, number of soil related curricula introduced to 
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schools and universities, number of job opportunity created by soil conservation initiatives, number 
of soil monitoring systems established in Eurasian region.  
 
Monitoring and evaluation indicators are formulated and verified with strong commitment from the 
government using bilateral and multilateral agreements between administration, academic and 
research centers, farmers association and other representatives of private sector and civil society. 
 
There will be consolidated narrative and financial reporting to the resource partners every six 
months. Should any resource partner wish to have a separate narrative and/or financial report with a 
different time schedule, this can be accommodated. However, separate reporting has major cost 
implications for the Organization.  
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VII. Budget and commitments. 
 
The initial duration of the RIP is planned to be five years. Investments are tangible products of growing awareness on the importance of soil resources. 
Investments should target relevant skills and support development and entrepreneurship among soil users. More effective public and private 
investments are needed among all ranges of soil users, at small scale and large scale, ensuring more sustainable projects. Some activities need external 
financial support but it is anticipated that all activities will receive national contribution and local/regional co-funding support. 
 
Logical Framework for overall budget of the RIP for five GSP Pillars in Eurasian region. 

No. Resource envelopes by Pillar US$ 
Pillar 1 Promote sustainable management, protection and conservation of soil resources for sustainable productivity and 

restoration/rehabilitation of degraded/problem soils  
1070000 +5 NA 

Output 
1.1  

Barriers preventing SSM application are assessed and appropriate sustainable soil management practices and systems are identified 170000 
+ 2 NA 

 Activity 1.1.1a. Preliminary assessment of the barriers and shortcomings preventing the adoption of SSM practices at the regional 
level 
 
Activity 1.1.1b. Pillar 1 WG workshop to be held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan in November, 2015 

no demand 
 
 
100000 

 Activity 1.1.2. Assessment of the barriers and shortcomings preventing the adoption of SSM practices at the national level NA 
 Activity 1.1.3. Identification of appropriate sustainable soil management practices and systems at regional and national levels using 

existing databases 
NA 

 Activity 1.1.4. Dissemination of the results of the assessment on the barriers preventing SSM application and the recommended 
SSM practices at regional and national levels 

70000  

Output 
1.2. 

The SSM is included in sectorial policy, regulative and institutional bodies. +2 NA 

 Activity 1.2.1. Political, legislative and institutional structures should reflect awareness and dialog on the integrative system 
approach and SSM technologies 

NA 

 Activity 1.2.2. National governments and institutions, regional organizations realize the commitments to provide continuous 
financial and political support to the successful implementation of the soil restoration program 

NA 

Output 
1.3. 

Best Practices up-scaled at regional and national level 400000 

 Activity 1.3.1. Institutional capacities enhanced for assessment and monitoring 200000 
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No. Resource envelopes by Pillar US$ 
 Activity 1.3.2. Institutional capacities enhanced for planning and implementation 200000 
Output 
1.4. 

Support of small projects of implementation of SSM practices 500000 

 Activity 1.4.1. Support of small projects aimed at mitigation of or adaptation to soil salinity through application of SSM practices 400000 
 Activity 1.4.2. Summarizing the outcomes of the small projects on SSM application in saline lands 100000 
Pillar 2 Encourage investment, technical cooperation, policy, education awareness and extension in soils 2050000 + FAO 

funds 
+ 5 NA 

Output 
2.1  

Key messages to promote informing politicians and decision makers on the activities of the Eurasian Soil Partnership and about the 
activities related to the International Year of Soils (IYS) implemented 

FAO funds 
+ 3 NA 

 Activity 2.1.1. Informing politicians, policy advisors, decision makers and associated agencies, through FAO formal channels and 
GSP partners, to better appreciate the true societal value of soil.  

NA 

 Activity 2.1.2. The key messages convey the idea via press-releases in media and direct contacts with stakeholders NA 
 Activity 2.1.3. Bring the stakeholders to the EASP meetings NA 
 Activity 2.1.4. Invite the stakeholders to the IYS events FAO funds 
Output 
2.2  

The knowledge and skills of stakeholders at all levels enhanced. 1300000 
+2 NA 

 Activity 2.2.1. Training specialist to collect, analyze and map available data NA 
 Activity 2.2.2. Provide training for the individuals, farmers (women) and members of water use associations, government staffs 650000 to 

1300000 
 Activity 2.2.3a. Continuous professional development of young experts. 

 
Activity 2.2.3b. Linking soil science to other disciplines (natural resources, environment and geospatial sciences) to attract young 
generation and support the role of soil in these disciplines 

NA 

Output 
2.3  

Capacity development on sustainable soil management, soil conservation/ restoration, soil information management and extension 
services promoted. 

550000 

 Activity 2.3.1. Capacity development on sustainable soil management, soil conservation/ restoration 100000 
 Activity 2.3.2. Capacity development on database use, soil monitoring and digital soil mapping 150000 
 Activity 2.3.3. Support to the establishment of a Consultation Service on Soil Management for Central Asia 100000 
 Activity 2.3.4. Support private consultative services for introduction of SLM approaches and technologies into recommendations to 

land users 
200000 
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No. Resource envelopes by Pillar US$ 
Output 
2.4  

Legacy and recent research results published 200000 

 Activity 2.4.1. Publication of annual volumes, their electronic version, possibly accompanied with GIS maps 200000 
Pillar 3 Promote targeted soil research and development focusing on identified gaps and priorities and synergies with related productive, 

environmental and social development actions 
2480000 
 +3 NA 

Output 
3.1. 

The productivity of agricultural systems through sustainable land and soil management enhanced  1280000 
+ 2 NA 

 Activity 3.1.1. Establishment of innovation platform at the basis of research and development network, as a part of the Eurasian 
Food Security Network. 

80000 

 Activity 3.1.2. Soil salinity studies in selected topics to close identified gaps in knowledge  promoted and supported 400000 
 Activity 3.1.3. Open access set of options/interventions for maximizing agricultural productivity and combating land degradation 800000 
Output 
3.2.  

Research on the Economics of Land Degradation (ELD) encouraged 1200000 
+ 2 NA 

 Activity 3.2.1. Participation in the research programs on ELD of the Russian Scientific Fund (“Control of land degradation in the 
Eurasian region”) and GIZ project on ELD in Central Asia. 

1200000 

 Activity 3.2.2. Development of national and regional research capacity to assess the economics of land degradation and benefits of 
SLM and SSM to influence decision making and raise awareness on the wise use and conservation of limited soil and water 
resources. 

NA 

 Activity 3.2.3. Assessment of the impact of local regulations and legislation related to land use options and soil conservation 
practices on land degradation and the provision of soil functions 

NA 

Pillar 4 Enhance the quantity and quality of soil data and information: data collection (generation), analysis, validation, reporting, 
monitoring and integration with other disciplines  

360000 
+7 NA 

Output 
4.1.  

National soil-geographical databases designed and introduced to different stakeholders and soil monitoring system established. 290000 
+ 2 NA 

 Activity 4.1.1. Find an agreement on the platform for the database, software and sharing of data.  70000 
 Activity 4.1.2. Define the needs of different stakeholders in soil data and share of soil data 50000 to 150000 
 Activity 4.1.3. Development of a Unified EASP Database on stationary field experiments on saline and sodic soils 70000 
 Activity 4.1.4. Support the use of EASP Database in soil degradation studies, digital soil mapping and land evaluation/land use 

planning 
NA 

 Activity 4.1.5. Develop recommendations for a geographically distributed network of experiments on the cultivation of saline and 
sodic soils 

YES 
NA 
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No. Resource envelopes by Pillar US$ 
Output 
4.2.  

The Protocol for surface and remote soil monitoring and Manual for field sampling, laboratory analyses, sources and methods of 
processing remote sensing data, place and form of storage of data established and adopted. 

70000 
+ 2 NA 

 Activity 4.2.1. Establishment of the protocol for surface and remote soil monitoring NA 
 Activity 4.2.2. Establishment of the manual for field sampling, laboratory analyses, sources and methods of processing remote 

sensing data, place and form of storage of data 
NA 

 Activity 4.2.3. Protocol and manual introduce adopted and implemented at the relevant institutions of the Partner countries 70000 
Output 
4.3.  

National soil reference information resources with open Internet access and joint Eurasian Soil Portal supported. + 3 NA 

 Activity 4.3.1. Develop the structure of the Eurasian Soil Portal based on the web site of the ECFS YES 
 Activity 4.3.2. Upload information and support of the Portal NA 
 Activity 4.3.3. Set up Eurasian Soil Portal for national and regional public awareness and training NA 
Pillar 5 Harmonization of methods, measurements and indicators for the sustainable management and protection of soil resources  950000 

 +5 NA 
Output 
5.1.  

The GSP harmonization principles introduced to the EASP Partners 750000 

 Activity 5.1.1.EASP involved in the harmonization of the terminology, standards, and protocols across the world 100000 
 Activity 5.1.2.Capacity building for the harmonization of soil data collection and analysis. 650000 
Output 
5.2.  

Terminology, soil classification, methods, indicators and procedures for saline and sodic soils on the Eurasian scale harmonized. + 3 NA 

 Activity 5.2.1.Organization and functioning of working groups of experts from the EASP partner countries for the analysis of the 
issues and for preparing proposals on each issue in the form of on-line conferences 

YES 
NA 

 Activity 5.2.2.Organization of a series of workshops for the approvement of agreed decisions NA 
 Activity 5.2.3.Development of conversion tables and software for translating the data from one system of measures and methods of 

analysis to another 
NA 

Output 
5.3.  

A system of intergovernmental standards for saline and sodic soils, including the development of standards samples of these soils 
harmonized across Eurasian region 

200000 
+ 2NA 

 Activity 5.3.1.Development of a Technical Committee of the EASP on standardization of saline and sodic soils 200000 
 Activity 5.3.2.Harmonization of the use of existing national standards on the intergovernmental level NA 
 Activity 5.3.3.Development and approval of new standards on saline and sodic soils NA 
 Total Activities 5710000  + FAO 

funds +25 NA 
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No. Resource envelopes by Pillar US$ 
 Technical Support Services (FAO) ~10% 571000 
 TSS to Field Projects 600000 
 Reporting (standard cost) 10000 
 Evaluation 75000 
 External Contracts for Activities 3.1.3 400000 
 Overhead (19%) for Activities by 3.1.3 and Activity 2.3.4. 266000 
 Total value of goods and services 7632000  + FAO 

funds +25 NA 
 PSC 7% 534240  
Entire Facility 8166240  + FAO 

funds +25 NA 
 
List of Possible Funders: 
ECFS, Existing funding: projects of RSF and GIZ, FAO (GSP), ICARDA, CACILM II, Internal resources of the EASP partners, Russian special 
contribution to FAO (Russian contribution to GSP), World Bank and other sources. 
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VIII. Annex. 
 

Annex 1. Acronyms and Abbreviations. 

CACAARI Central Asia and the Caucasus Association of Agricultural Research Institutions 
CACILM Central Asian Countries Initiative for Land Management 
CN  Concept note 
EASP  Eurasian Soil Partnership 
ECFS  Eurasian Center for Food Security 
EIA  Environmental impact assessment 
ELD  Economics of Land Degradation 
FAO  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
GEF  Global Environment Facility 
GIS  Geographic Information Systems 
GIZ  German Society for International Cooperation 
GSP  Global Soil Partnership 
HWSD  Harmonized World Soil Database 
ICAL  International Conference on Arid Land Studies 
ICARDA International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas 
ICBA  International Center for Biosaline Agriculture 
IFAD  International Fund for Agricultural Development 
IPoA  Implementation plan of action  
ITPS  Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils 
IYS  International Year of Soils 
MOV  Means of Verification 
NA  Means “not defined yet” 
NGO  Non-governmental organization 
PoA  Plan of Action 
R&D  Research and Development 
RIP  Regional Implementation Plan 
RS  Remote sensing 
RSF  Russian Scientific Fund 
RSP  Regional Soil Partnership 
SDG  Sustainable Development Goal 
SLM  Sustainable land management 
SSM  Sustainable soil management 
UNCBD United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 
UNCCD United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
WG  Working group 
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Annex 2. Logical Framework Matrix. 
 
Main phases of EASP Implementation Plan of Actions: 
I. Communication and Mobilization. 

• Communicate country-partners on SSM  
• Consultations and stakeholder dialogues 
• Dissemination of IP information and products 

II. Institutionalization and Governance. 
• Setting up Implementation Structures 
• Establishing Partnerships and Synergies 

III. Resource Mobilization. 
• Internal budget and external funds/sources 
• Additional funds and resources diversification   

IV. Operationalization. 
• Implementation Plan of Actions for each Pillar 
• Scale up of SSM best practices  

V. Monitoring and Evaluation. 
• Establishing monitoring and evaluation programs 
• Revising program of measures 
• Enforcement of the rules of procedures and timeframe to oversee, monitoring, reporting 
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Logical Framework Matrix of the RIP in Eurasian region  

Results Chain Indicators Assumptions 
Indicators Baseline Target Means of 

Verification (MOV) 
 

Impact 
Contribution to achieving 
environmental and human 
wellbeing in support to the 
efforts for ensuring food 
security and ecological 
sustainability, adaptation to 
and mitigating of the effect 
of global climatic change in 
the Eurasian region through 
the promotion of sustainable 
soil management is 
provided. 

     

Outcome 
The regional and national 
capacities on sustainable 
soil management are 
strengthened 

    The weak status 
of some national 
soil institutions 
would affect their 
full involvement 
on the project 
activities. 

Output 1.1  
Barriers preventing SSM 
application are assessed and 
appropriate sustainable soil 
management practices and 
systems are identified 

Activity 1.1.1.1-
1.1.4.2 and Activity 
3.4 (LoA) 
A Report on the 
barriers preventing 
SSM application and 
the recommended 
SSM practices at 

During the discussions on 
workshops, e-consultations and 
using existing databases 
(Activities 1.1.1.1, 1.1.4.1)  

A national reports is developed 
by Pillar 1 WG and focal 
points (Activities 1.1.1.1- 
1.1.3.2) 
 
A regional report is developed 
by EASP (Activities 1.1.4.1, 
1.1.4.2) 

Possible feedback  
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regional and national 
level 

 
Activity 3.4 
Soil salinity management 
techniques will be developed 
under a common research 
protocol. 
 
A specific valuation study will 
be performed to assess the 
value of soil ecosystem 
services. 
 
One consultant to be hired. 
 
Call for research projects will 
be opened 

Output 1.2.  
The SSM is included in 
sectorial policy, regulative 
and institutional bodies 

Activity 1.2.1.1-
1.2.2.3and 1.3.1.1-
1.3.2.1 and 1.4.1.1-
1.4.2.1 
Mainstreaming the 
innovation policy, 
planning and 
institutional structure 
for ensuring 
effective SSM and 
ecosystem services 

During the direct 
communication, promotion of 
publications in mass media and 
interactions with NGOs 
(Activity 1.2.1.1-1.2.2.3) 
 
Discussion on annual 
workshops (Activity 1.3.1.1-
1.3.2.1) 
 
Supporting, monitoring and 
evaluating the small projects of 
SSM practices (Activity 1.4.1.1-
1.4.2.1) 

Sectoral policy, regulative and 
institutional bodies include 
cost of soil conservation and 
ecosystem services in land use 
planning and decision making 
(Activity 1.2.1.1-1.4.2.1) 

Possible feedback 
and the comments of 
the participants on 
the effectiveness of 
the projects and the 
seminar, reports 
evaluated as 
successful by an 
independent 
commission 

 

Output 2.1 - True social 
value of soil is appreciated 

Activity 2.1.1.1-
2.1.2.3 and Activity 

During the direct 
communication, promotion of 

A communication expert will 
be hired (CN GSP Activity 

Government officials 
acknowledge the 
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by politicians and decision 
makers  

2.1, 2.2, 2.3 (LoA) 
The awareness of the 
soil relevance of the 
policy makers and 
ministry officers will 
be raised 

publications in mass media, 
invitation stakeholders to EASP 
meetings and IYS events 
(Activity 2.1.1.1-2.1.2.3) 

2.1). 
 
A translator will be hired to 
translate relevant material, 
especially technical documents 
to be used for training 
purposes. (CN GSP Activity 
2.2). 
 
A Web site in Russian 
language with content from 
GSP, but mainly Eurasian Soil 
issues is established. (CN GSP 
Activity 2.1). 
 
Various visibility activities are 
performed by FAO to 
comprehensively present the 
results of the partnership (CN 
GSP Activity 2.3). 
 

receipt of the public 
awareness and 
training material 

Output 2.2 – Knowledge 
and skills of stakeholders 
and the end users of SSM 
enhanced  

Activity 2.1.1.1-
2.4.1.1 and Activity 
3.2, 3.3 (LoA) 
Technical experts in 
the Eurasian region 
develop an active 
network and 
platform for 
information sharing 
and knowledge 
increase.  
Establishment of a 

During the training modules on 
SSM in colleges and 
institutions, distant courses, 
establishing the small 
consultative cervices in the CA 
countries, establishing a series 
of annual publications  (Activity 
2.1.1.1-2.4.1.1) 

Activity 3.2 
Organize the following 
training: 
Educational platform for 
online courses on four areas of 
soil knowledge (soil 
management, soil information, 
soil restoration and soil 
ecosystem services); 
at least three in-situ training 
sessions organized in three 
countries. 

Positive feedback is 
received during the 
ITPS and during the 
annual GSP Plenary 
Assembly. 

 



52 

series of annual 
publications 
“Eurasian Soil 
partnership Report” 

 
Soil capacities in the region 
are strengthened (at least three 
representatives from 13 
countries will be trained in in-
situ trainings) and at least 200 
people will be trained using 
the online courses. 
 
Steps are taken in order to 
promote the participation of 
women in the trainings. 
 
Activity 3.3 
Extension services in the 
region will be supported and 
strengthened by a dedicated 
consultation service to be 
established in one country of 
the region. This will have at 
least two technical people and 
supporting staff who will be 
developing extension material 
and supporting needs/requests 
from national extension 
services and users 

Outputs 3.1 – Support to 
implementation of best 
practices   

Activity 3.1.1.1-
3.2.2.3 Best practices 
mainstreamed into 
national programs, 
investment 
framework and 
strategies 

During the biannual call for 
project proposals, monitoring 
and evaluation of the projects, 
international conference, 
educational programs  and on-
farm demonstration(Activity 
3.1.1.1 - 3.2.2.3 

Activity 3.2.2.1-3.2.2.3 
Development of an umbrella 
Eurasian initiatives on 
Economics of land degradation 
(ELD) 
 
Activity 3.1.3.1-3.1.3.4 

ELD should work as 
the major argument 
for promoting SSM 
among decision 
makers, 
administrators and 
land users  
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The productivity of 
agricultural systems through 
sustainable land and soil 
management enhanced 

 
The livelihoods of 
the people and 
communities living 
in target areas 
improved  

Output 4.1 - Development 
and implementation of a 
System and Database for 
soil monitoring in Eurasia 

Activity 4.1.1.1-
4.2.2.2 and Activity 
3.4 (LoA) 
 make a strong effort 
towards and promote 
the harmonizing 
terminology, data, 
soil classification, 
and measurements in 
different national 
databases 

During the international 
workshops, capacity 
development courses, uploading 
the information on the Portal 
(Activity 4.1.1.1-4.2.2.2 ) 
 

Activity 4.1.1.1-4.2.2.2 ) 
Protocol for monitoring is 
developed for harmonization 
purposes 
 
Activity 3.4 
Soil salinity management 
techniques will be developed 
under a common research 
protocol. 
 
Regional soil-geographical 
database designed. 
 
A System for soil monitoring 
in Eurasia designed and 
introduced to the partners. 
 
Eurasian Soil Portal launched 

Agreements between 
partners  

 

Output 5.1 
Introduce the uniform 
technologies on evaluation, 
monitoring and reclamation 
of saline soils based on 
uniform approaches and 
methods 

Activities 5.1.1.1-
5.1.4.3 The GSP 
harmonization 
principals introduced 
to the EASP.  

During workshops, e-
consultations, seminars of 
experts with positive outcome 
and agreed final documents 

WG Pillar 5 members 
participate in workshops 
organized by GSP at global 
and region levels 
 
Technical Committee of EASP 
on standardization of saline 
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and sodic soils developed 
 
 
Harmonization and promotion 
of SSM knowledge on local 
scale 
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Annex 3. Logical Framework for timelines of the RIP for five GSP Pillars in Eurasian region 

Pillar and activities 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

Pillar 1: Promote sustainable management of soil resources for soil protection, conservation and sustainable productivity. 
Activity 1.1.1. Preliminary assessment of the barriers and shortcomings preventing the adoption of SSM practices at the regional level 
1.1.1.1 Pillar 1 WG workshop to be held in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan in November, 2015   +             
1.1.1.2 the circulation of documents and WG discussion   +             
Activity 1.1.2. Assessment of the barriers and shortcomings preventing the adoption of SSM practices at the national level 
1.1.2.1 to prepare national reports with the list of the main barriers to the establishment of SSM in each 
country 

  +             

1.1.2.2 on-line discussion on a forum   +             
Activity 1.1.3. Identification of appropriate sustainable soil management practices and systems at regional and national levels using existing databases 
1.1.3.1 development of the national reports prepared by focal points and appointed responsible persons   +             
1.1.3.2 on-line discussion on a forum   +             
Activity 1.1.4. Dissemination of the results of the assessment on the barriers preventing SSM application and the recommended SSM practices at regional and 
national levels 
1.1.4.1 workshop for discussion and adoption of the national reports and producing a sub-regional report    + +           
1.1.4.2 publication of the report      +          
Activity 1.2.1. Political, legislative and institutional structures should reflect awareness and dialog on the integrative system approach and SSM technologies 
1.2.1.1 direct communication with governing bodies    + + + + + + + + + + + + 
1.2.1.2 promotion of publications in mass media    + + + + + + + + + + + + 
1.2.1.3 interaction with NGOs    + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Activity 1.2.2. National governments and institutions, regional organizations realize the commitments to provide continuous financial and political support to the 
successful implementation of the soil restoration program 
1.2.2.1 annual workshop organized by a special group of experts. The workshop would be attended by 
ca. 30 participants 

    +   +   +   +  

Activity 1.3.1. Institutional capacities enhanced for assessment and monitoring 
1.3.1.1 annual workshop organized by a special group of experts. The workshop would be attended by 
ca. 30 participants. 

    +   +   +   +  

Activity 1.3.2. Institutional capacities enhanced for planning and implementation 
1.3.2.1 annual workshop organized by a special group of experts. The workshop would be attended by 
ca. 30 participants. 

    +   +   +   +  
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Pillar and activities 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

Activity 1.4.1. Support of small projects aimed at mitigation of or adaptation to soil salinity through application of SSM practices 
1.4.1.1 biannual call for project proposals    +      +      
1.4.1.2 evaluation of the proposals     +      +     
1.4.1.3 providing support to the successful participants     +      +     
1.4.1.4 monitoring and evaluation of the projects      +      +    
Activity 1.4.2. Summarizing the outcomes of the small projects on SSM application in saline lands 
1.4.2.1 biannual field workshops        +      +  
Pillar 2: Encourage investment, technical cooperation, policy, education awareness and extension in soil. 
Activity 2.1.1. Informing politicians, policy advisors, decision makers and associated agencies, through FAO formal channels and GSP partners, to better appreciate 
the true societal value of soil. 
2.1.1.1 press-releases   + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
2.1.1.2 direct contacts   + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Activity 2.1.2. The key messages convey the idea via press-releases in media and direct contacts with stakeholders 
2.1.2.1 press-releases   + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
2.1.2.2 direct contacts   + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Activity 2.1.3. Bring the stakeholders to the EASP meetings 
2.1.3.1 press-releases   + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
2.1.3.2 direct contacts   + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
2.1.3.3 invitation of the stakeholders to the EASP meetings   + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Activity 2.1.4. Invite the stakeholders to the IYS events 
2.1.4.1 press-releases   +             
2.1.4.2 direct contacts   +             
2.1.4.3 invitation of the stakeholders to the IYS events   +             
Activity 2.2.1. Training specialist to collect, analyze and map available data 
2.2.1.1 development and introduction of courses and modules to the existing courses in college and 
university curricula 

   + +  + +  + +  + +  

Activity 2.2.2. Provide training for the individuals, farmers (women) and members of water use associations, government staffs 
2.2.2.1 development and organizing short practical courses for land users    +   +   +   +   
Activity 2.2.3a. Continuous professional development of young experts. 
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Pillar and activities 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

Activity 2.2.3b. Linking soil science to other disciplines (natural resources, environment and geospatial sciences) to attract young generation and support the role of 
soil in these disciplines 
2.2.3.1 development and organizing of full-time and distant capacity development courses for young 
experts based on continuous education    + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Activity 2.3.1. Capacity development on sustainable soil management, soil conservation/ restoration 
2.3.1.1 development and organizing capacity development courses for specialists in various levels   + +   +   +   +   
Activity 2.3.2. Capacity development on database use, soil monitoring and digital soil mapping 
2.3.2.1 development and organizing capacity development courses for specialists in various levels   + +   +   +   +   
Activity 2.3.3. Support to the establishment of a Consultation Service on Soil Management for Central Asia 
2.3.3.1 establishment and support of small consultative services in the Central Asian countries   + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Activity 2.3.4. Support private consultative services for introduction of SLM approaches and technologies into recommendations to land users 
2.3.4.1 support private consultative services in the Central Asian countries    + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Activity 2.4.1. Publication of annual volumes, their electronic version, possibly accompanied with GIS maps 
2.4.1.1 publication of annual volumes, their electronic version, possibly accompanied with GIS maps   +   +   +   +   + 
Pillar 3: Promote targeted soil research and development focusing on identified gaps and priorities and synergies with related productive, environmental and social 
development actions 
Activity 3.1.1. Establishment of innovation platform at the basis of research and development network, as a part of the Eurasian Food Security Network. 
3.1.1.1 establishment of innovation platform at the basis of R&D network, a part of the Eurasian Food 
Security Network 

  + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

3.1.1.2 a workshop for formal establishment of the Platform would be organized   +            + 
Activity 3.1.2. Soil salinity studies in selected topics to close identified gaps in knowledge  promoted and supported 
3.1.2.1 biannual call for project proposals    +      +      
3.1.2.2 evaluation of the proposals     +      +     
3.1.2.3 providing support to the successful participants     +      +     
3.1.2.4 monitoring and evaluation of the projects         +      + 
Activity 3.1.4. Open access set of options/interventions (technologies, institutions, policies) for maximizing agricultural productivity (economic, social, technical, 
and environmental) and combating land degradation 
3.1.4.1. Scale out and enhance agro-ecological characterization of production systems and mapping 
vulnerabilities, including establishment of modern soil database indicators, surface vegetation and 
laboratory capacities and a fully functional laboratory for GIS/RS 

   + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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Pillar and activities 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

3.1.4.2.Review and update the agricultural principles and options/interventions that may currently in use 
by stakeholders in CAC, but have become obsolete or inefficient 

   + + + + + + + + + + + + 

3.1.4.3. Establish SLM Innovation Platform as a basis for an active Agricultural Research for 
Development network (CACAARI)    + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Activity 3.2.1. Participation in the research programs on ELD of the Russian Scientific Fund (“Control of land degradation in the Eurasian region”) and GIZ project 
on ELD in Central Asia. 
3.2.1.1 participation in the research programs on ELD of the Russian Scientific Fund (“Control of land 
degradation in the Eurasian region”) and GIZ project on ELD in Central Asia   + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Activity 3.2.2. Development of national and regional research capacity to assess the economics of land degradation and benefits of SLM and SSM to influence 
decision making and raise awareness on the wise use and conservation of limited soil and water resources. 
3.2.2.1 development of an umbrella Eurasian initiative on ELD   + + +           
Activity 3.2.3. Assessment of the impact of local regulations and legislation related to land use options and soil conservation practices on land degradation and the 
provision of soil functions 
3.2.3.1 organization of an international conference on ELD            +    
Pillar 4: Enhance the quantity and quality of soil data and information: data collection (generation), analysis, validation, reporting, monitoring and integration with 
other disciplines 
Activity 4.1.1. Find an agreement on the platform for the database, software and sharing of data.  
4.1.1.1 at the first stage an agreement should be found on the platform for the database, the software and 
protocol 

   + +           

4.1.1.2 then a basic agreement on the sharing of data should be reached     + +          
4.1.1.3 these agreements should be reached at an international workshop      +          
Activity 4.1.2. Define the needs of different stakeholders in soil data and share of soil data 
4.1.2.1 if necessary the database platform should be further developed and adjusted to the needs of the 
Partners 

    + + +         

4.1.2.2 after finishing the design and filling the database the next workshop would be needed for 
planning the education and extension activities       + +        

Activity 4.1.3. Development of a Unified EASP Database on stationary field experiments on saline and sodic soils 
4.1.3.1 the analysis of the information on the stationary field experiments on saline and sodic soils    + + + +         
Activity 4.1.4. Support the use of EASP Database in soil degradation studies, digital soil mapping and land evaluation/land use planning 
4.1.4.1 development capacity development courses for specialists in various levels    + +           
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Pillar and activities 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

4.1.4.2 organizing capacity development courses for specialists in various levels      + +   + +   + + 
Activity 4.1.5. Develop recommendations for a geographically distributed network of experiments on the cultivation of saline and sodic soils 
4.1.5.1 development of recommendations on the development of a geographically distributed network of 
experiments on the cultivation of saline and sodic soils       + + +       

Activity 4.2.1. Establishment of the protocol for surface and remote soil monitoring 
4.2.1.1 developing the protocol for surface and remote soil monitoring, introducing it to the relevant 
institutions of the Partner countries    + + +          

4.2.1.2 an agreement on the establishment of a common protocol should be reached. It should be done 
simultaneously with the agreement of soil databases 

    + +          

Activity 4.2.2. Establishment of the manual for field sampling, laboratory analyses, sources and methods of processing remote sensing data, place and form of 
storage of data 
4.2.2.1 developing the manual for field sampling, laboratory analyses, sources and methods of 
processing remote sensing data, place and form of storage of data    + + +          

Activity 4.2.3. Protocol and manual introduce adopted and implemented at the relevant institutions of the Partner countries 
4.2.3.1 after the presentation of the platform the Partners are expected to adopt it and implement in all 
the involved institutions      + +         

Activity 4.3.1. Develop the structure of the Eurasian Soil Portal based on the web site of the ECFS 
4.3.1.1 development of the structure of the Eurasian Soil Portal based on the web site of the ECFS   + + + +          
Activity 4.3.2. Upload information and support of the Portal 
4.3.2.1 uploading information and support of the Portal   + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Activity 4.3.3. Set up Eurasian Soil Portal for national and regional public awareness and training 
4.3.3.1 organizing courses for specialists in various levels           + + + + + 
4.3.3.2. press-releases           + + + + + 
Pillar 5: Harmonization of methods, measurements and indicators for the sustainable management and protection of soil resources. 
Activity 5.1.1.EASP involved in the harmonization of the terminology, standards, and protocols across the world 
5.1.1.1 WG Pillar 5 members participate in the WGs and workshops organized by the GSP at the global 
and regional level for harmonization purposes   +  +   +   +   +  

Activity 5.1.2.Capacity building for the harmonization of soil data collection and analysis. 
5.1.2.1 organization of dissemination workshops, preferably in each Partner country     +   +   +   +  
Activity 5.2.1.Organization and functioning of working groups of experts from the EASP partner countries for the analysis of the issues and for preparing proposals 
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Pillar and activities 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

on each issue in the form of on-line conferences 
5.2.1.1 organization and functioning of working groups of experts from the EASP partner countries for 
the analysis of the issues and for preparing proposals on each issue in the form of on-line conferences 

  + + + + + + + + + +    

Activity 5.2.2.Organization of a series of workshops for the approvement of agreed decisions 
5.2.2.1 organization of a series of workshops for the approvement of agreed decisions   +  +   +   +     
Activity 5.2.3.Development of conversion tables and software for translating the data from one system of measures and methods of analysis to another 
5.2.3.1 development of conversion tables and software for translating the data from one system of 
measures and methods of analysis to another 

  + + + + + + + + + +    

Activity 5.3.1.Development of a Technical Committee of the EASP on standardization of saline and sodic soils 
5.3.1.1 development of a Technical Committee of the EASP on standardization of saline and sodic soils   + + + +          
Activity 5.3.2.Harmonization of the use of existing national standards on the intergovernmental level 
5.2.2.1 harmonization of the use of existing national standards on the intergovernmental level   + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
Activity 5.3.3.Development and approval of new standards on saline and sodic soils 
5.3.3.1 development and approval of new standards on saline and sodic soils   + + + +          
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Annex 4: Logical Framework for participating countries, partners and main contributions of the RIP for five GSP Pillars in 
Eurasian region. 

Country Organization Associated Staff  
(specialization and positon) 

General Contribution to the 
RSP 

Armenia Ministry of Agriculture Artur BAGHADASARYAN WG for Pillar 3 
Armenia Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Armenia Samvel SAHAKYAN Focal point 
Azerbaijan Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Azerbaijan Seymur SAFARLI Focal point 
Belarus Institute of Soil Science and Agrochemistry Andrey CHARNYSH WG for Pillar 4,5 
Italy FAO Headquarters, Land and Water Div. Ronald VARGAS GSP Executive Secretary 
Italy FAO Headquarters, Land and Water Div. Sally BUNNING GSP Secretariat 
Kazakhstan Ministry of Agriculture Yerbolat BAZILZHANOV Focal point 
Kazakhstan Institute of Soil Science and Agrochemistry Beibut SULEIMENOV WG for Pillar 1,4 
Kyrgyzstan Institute of Land Management  Dzhamin AKIMALIEV WG for Pillar 1 
Moldova Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry Iurie SENIC Focal point 
Moldova Institute of Soil Science Vladimir CHIRILIUC WG for Pillar 3,4 
Russia Eurasian Center for Food Security, Lomonosov Moscow State University Pavel KRASILNIKOV Executive Secretary of EASP 
Russia V.V. Dokuchaev Soil Science Institute RAS Igor SAVIN Chair WG for Pillar 2 
Russia Dokuchaev Soil Museum, St. Petersburg Elena SUKHACHEVA IYS Coordinator for Eurasia 
Russia Institute of Physico-Chemical and Biological Problems of Soil Science of RAS Irina KURGANOVA WG for Pillar 1 
Russia Soil Science and Agrochemistry Institute of the Siberian Branch of RAS Vladimir ANDROKHANOV WG for Pillar 1 
Russia Lomonosov Moscow State University German KUST WG for Pillar 2 
Russia V.V. Dokuchaev Soil Science Institute Eugenia PANKOVA WG for Pillar 3 
Russia Eurasian Center for Food Security, Lomonosov Moscow State University Alexey SOROKIN WG for Pillar 4 
Russia Eurasian Center for Food Security, Lomonosov Moscow State University Maria KONYUSHKOVA WG for Pillar 5 
Russia Eurasian Center for Food Security, Lomonosov Moscow State University Iuliia GOLOVLEVA EASP Secretariat 
Tajikistan Ministry of Agriculture Alanazar ABIROV Focal point 
Tajikistan FAO, Tajikistan country office Iwona PIECHOWIAK GSP Secretariat 
Tajikistan Soil Science Institute Gulnara NEKUSHOEVA WG for Pillar 1, 5 
Turkey Ministry of Agriculture Bulent SÖNMEZ Focal Point, WG for Pillar 3 
Turkey Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock Mehmud SAHIN WG for Pillar 4 
Turkey Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock Hakkı Emrah ERDOGAN Chair WG for Pillar 1 
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Country Organization Associated Staff  
(specialization and positon) 

General Contribution to the 
RSP 

Turkey FAO, Subregional office, Ankara Ines BEERNAERTS GSP Secretariat 
Turkey Cukurova University D. KAHRAMAN WG for Pillar 2 
UAE ICBA S. ISMAIL WG for Pillar 3 
Ukraine National Scientific Center «Institute for Soil Science and Agrochemistry Research 

named after O.N. Sokolovsky» 
Svyatoslav BALIUK Focal point, Chair WG for 

Pillar 3 
Ukraine National Scientific Center «Institute for Soil Science and Agrochemistry Research  

named after O.N. Sokolovsky» (NSC ISSAR) 
Arkady LEVIN p.o. Focal point 

Uzbekistan Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources, Design and Research UZGIP 
Institute 

Umid ABDULLAEV Focal point 

Uzbekistan Institute of Soil Science and Agrochemistry Ramazan KUZIEV Chair WG for Pillar 4 
Uzbekistan Design and Research UZGIP Institute Gulchekhra 

KHASANKHANOVA 
Vice-Chair of the EASP, WG 
for Pillar 1 

Uzbekistan ICBA Kristina TODERICH WG for Pillar 1 
Uzbekistan CACAARI A. TASHMATOV WG for Pillar 2 
Uzbekistan CACAARI B. DOSOV WG for Pillar 2 
Uzbekistan National University Laziza GAFUROVA WG for Pillar 2 
Uzbekistan ICARDA Jozef TUROK WG for Pillar 3 
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