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IUCN’s Work on Forest Landscape 

Restoration 
 

Goal   

Transform deforested and degraded landscapes into healthy and productive 

systems benefitting human wellbeing and the planet. 

 

Approach 

-Support countries, organizations, communities and enterprises in   adopting 

and implementing a forest landscape restoration approach.  

-Support pledges to the Bonn Challenge and New York Declaration.  

-Develop tools, frameworks, and knowledge in support of the above. 

-Build capacity and mobilize networks and members. 

-Seeks to inspire and create a global restoration movement. 
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Global History of FLR 

• 1990’s: Refinement of concept of FLR through on-the-ground work 

and expert engagement (e.g. LLS project) 

• 2000: Experts from IUCN, WWF and other organizations agree on 

a definition of FLR 

• 2003: Global Partnership on Forest Landscape Restoration 

• 2011: Bonn Challenge to restore 150 million ha by 2020 launched  

• 2012: Bonn Challenge voted most pressing forest issue at Rio+20; 

contributions of 20 million ha announced 

• 2014:  Bonn Challenge included in global Climate Summit & New 

York Declaration on Forests; contributions increased to total ~ 60 

million ha  

• 2015: Another ~ 20 million ha announced during COP 21 in Paris 
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The challenge since 2011 has been to move 

from the global generic 
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To the national specific 

.... and to identify priority 
actions and priority landscapes 



A restored forest landscape incorporates many diverse land 

uses - based on the context of the land and the needs of the community 



There is incredible opportunity for restoration 

of degraded lands across the world 
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Mosaic restoration 

Widescale restoration 

Mosaic restoration 

A restored forest landscape incorporates many diverse 

land uses - based on the context of the land and the needs of the 

community 



The Restoration Opportunities Assessment 

Methodology (ROAM) 

Allianz Knowledge 

Site  

GBI Portal 

ROAM is a framework, produced by 

IUCN and WRI, for assessing national 

and subnational restoration potential – 

and much more.   

 

It can help governments and institutions: 
 

• Estimate the costs and benefits of         

restoration strategies and 

opportunities 

• Find the best, priority landscapes to 

start restoration 

• Set the stage for national-level 

strategies on restoration 

• Provide often-missing landscape-

level data  

• Build high-level support for 

restoration 
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ROAM involves 

1. Preparation and Planning for FLR 

– Stakeholder coordination and support 

 

2. Data Collection and Analysis 

– Spatial analysis and mapping 

– Benefit and cost appraisal 

– Carbon abatement costs and accrual 

– Restoration diagnostic 

 

3. Results and Recommendations 

– Validation of results 

– Identification of restoration and investment 

options 



IUCN is supporting restoration using ROAM, or its components, in 
over 30 countries 

 

 

 

 

 



Partnerships to Advance  

Forest Landscape Restoration 

The Global Partnership on Forest Landscape 

Restoration was launched by the UK, IUCN and 

WWF at FAO COFO in 2003. The GPFLR works 

to: 

1. Build support for forest restoration with key 

decision makers, at the local and international 

level; and 

2. Provide information and tools to strengthen 

restoration efforts around the world.  



A global goal to restore 

150 million hectares of 

degraded and deforested 

lands by 2020 

 

Increased to 350 million 

hectares by 2030 under 

the New York Declaration 

on Forests as part of the 

2014 UN Climate Summit 

 

Together we launched the Bonn Challenge in 2011 

 

 



An implementation vehicle for existing 

national and global commitments  
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Bonn Challenge Contributors 

89.034 Million Hectares 

Millions of 

Hectares 

Argentina 1 

Asia Pulp and Paper 1 
Brazil Atlantic Forest 

PACT 
1 

Burundi 2 

Chile 0.5 

Colombia 1 

Costa Rica 1 

DRC 8 

Ecuador 0.5 

El Salvador 1 

Ethiopia 1 

Ghana 1 

Guatemala 1.2 

Honduras 1 

Millions of 

Hectares 

India 13 

KPK (Pakistan) 0.384 

Liberia 1 

Madagascar 1 

Mexico (National) 7.5 

Campeche (Mexico) 0.4 

Quintana Roo (Mexico) 0.3 

Yucatan (Mexico) 0.25 

Mozambique 1 

Nicaragua 2.8 

Niger 3.2 

Peru 3 

Rwanda 2 

Uganda 2.5 

US Forest Service 15 



Pledges/Commitments as of March 2016 
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IUCN FLR monitoring actions – Bonn Challenge 

Barometer 

To address identified issues (lack of credible monitoring framework), 

IUCN is proposing to: 

 

• Develop and apply a progress-tracking protocol, measuring 

progress on three levels:  

– policy and budget commitments;  

– technical knowledge/underpinning;  

– on-the-ground progress (in ha under restoration and estimated carbon 

and biodiversity benefits). 

• Profile leadership and quantified progress on Bonn Challenge 

implementation through the Bonn Challenge Barometer, biennial 

reports, films, and high-profile outreach events 

• Provide tailored tools and analysis to practitioners and policy-

makers to identify and address implementation bottlenecks.  
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IUCN FLR monitoring actions – Bonn Challenge 

Barometer 

The Bonn Challenge Barometer will be piloted by:  

 

• Brazil: Mata Atlantica Restoration Pact (PACTO) 

• Indonesia: Asia Pulp and Paper and/or Government of 

Indonesia (if a pledge is confirmed by September 2016) 

• El Salvador: Ministry of the Environment and Natural 

Resources 

• Mexico: State Government of Campeche, Quintana Roo and/or 

Yucatan 

• Rwanda: Rwanda Natural Resources Authority of the Ministry 

of Natural Resources 

• United States: US Department of Agriculture Forest Service 
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The benefits of meeting the goal will be 

great. 150 million hectares of forest 

landscape restoration will: 

 

• Produce $84 billion per year in  

net benefits to local and national 

economies 

 

• Sequester an additional 1 GtCO2e per 

year 

 

• Reduce the current “emissions 

reduction gap” by 11% to 17%.  

 

• Increase crop yields by 30% on up to 

50 million hectares. 

 

 


