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1. Political context: major decisions calling for LDN 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target 15.3 

(September 2015): 

 

“by 2030, combat desertification, and restore degraded 

land and soil, including land affected by desertification, 

drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land-

degradation neutral world” 

 
 

 

IAEG-SDGs: adopted as indicator: 

 

“Proportion of land that is degraded 

over total land area” 



Akthar-Schuster, M. et al. Jour. Environm. Management  (in press) 
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UNCCD COP 12 (October 2015): 

 

• Decided to make LDN a strong vehicle for the implementation of the 

Convention 

 

• Invited country Parties to formulate and integrate in their National 

Action Programmes voluntary targets to achieve LDN in accordance 

with their specific national circumstances and development priorities 

 

• Endorsed  a definition of LDN 

 

 

  

 

 

1. Political context: major decisions calling for LDN 



“a state whereby the amount 

and quality of land resources 

necessary to support 

ecosystem  functions  and  

services  and  enhance  food  

security  remain  stable  or  

increase within specified 

temporal and spatial scales 

and ecosystems” 

 
Endorsed by UNCCD COP 12 

Proposed by UNCCD Intergovernmental Working 

Group on LDN 
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2. LDN definition 
Management options to achieve LDN: 

a) Prevent, avoid or minimize land 

degradation through land use 

planning and sustainable land 

management; 

b) Rehabilitate or restore degraded 

land 

 

The most appropriate combination of 

options will vary depending upon: 

a) Drivers, types, degree and extent 

of land degradation; 

b) Underlying potential and resilience 

of land resources; 

c) National circumstances, priorities 

and capacities 
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Purpose 

 

The conceptual framework for land degradation neutrality (LDN) 

is intended to  

 

Provide a scientifically-sound basis for understanding LDN 

Inform practical guidance for achieving LDN  

Implementing LDN targets 

Monitoring progress towards LDN targets 

 

 

 

 

3. Why a LDN Conceptual  

Framework is needed?  
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(i) VISION („LDN as a state“) 

• What is the ultimate objective of LDN? How does a desirable LDN state 

look like? 

(ii) IMPLEMENTATION and GOVERNANCE („LDN as an approach“) 

• What does neutrality mean in the context of land degradation? To what 

extent can/should LDN be a compensation scheme?  

• At what spatial scale can/should LDN be achieved? 

• What are the pathways for implementing LDN? 

(iii) MONITORING 

• How can the existing UNCCD progress indicators be linked or integrated 

into a LDN conceptual framework?  

 

 

Where are the knowledge gaps? (non-exhaustive) 
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The UNCCD monitoring and assessment approach 

National/local 

indicators 

Conceptual 

framework 

Stakeholder 

participation 

Quantitative 

and qualitative 

information 

Voluntary 

national 

targets 

Common 

global 

indicators 
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Minimum target level of land 

condition required to achieve 

LDN relative to baseline  

LDN achieved 

LDN not achieved 

LDN exceeded 

Reporting period centred on 

2030 – target of LDN relative 

to baseline to be achieved by 

now 

2006-16 – baseline against 

which LDN is to be 

achieved set as average 

across this period for each 

indicator 

How do you monitor progress 

towards LDN targets 



How do you compute the indicators 

• Primarily  using comparable and standardized 
national official data sources. 

• Global data sources can be used in the absence of, or 
to complement and enhance, national data sources. 

• In the context of the LDN TSP, a tier  approach will be 
used: 

 

Tier 1: Earth observation, geospatial information and 
modelling 

Tier 2: National statistics based on estimated data for 
administrative or natural boundaries 

Tier 3: Surveys, assessments and ground measurements 

. 



 

 

  

Agenda item II 

• This methodological work (LDN conceptual framework and indicators) 

is expected to support and guide implementation of LDN-related 

initiatives, particularly the LDN Target Setting Programme launched by 

the Global Mechanism (GM)  in collaboration with other partners 

LDN target setting 



 

 

  

LDN target setting 

• Africa 

• 1. Bénin 

• 2. Burkina Faso 

• 3. Cameroon 

• 4. Cape Verde 

• 5. CAR 

• 6. Côte d'Ivoire 

• 7. Egypt 

• 8. Equatorial Guinea 

• 9. Eritrea 

• 10. Gambia 

• 11. Ghana 

• 12. Guinea 

• 13. Guinea Bissau 

• 14. Kenya 

• 15. Madagascar 

• 16. Malawi 

• 17. Mali 

• 18. Mauritius 

• 19. Morocco 

• 20. Niger 

• 21. Nigeria 

• 22. Republic of Congo 

• 23. Seychelles 

• 24. South Africa 

• 25. South Sudan 

• 26. Swaziland 

• 27. Togo 

• 28. Zimbabwe 

 

 

N. Mediterranean/Eastern Europe 

1. Azerbaijan 

2. Bosnia Herzegovina 

3. Croatia 

4. FYR Macedonia 

5. Georgia 

6. Kirgizstan 

7. Moldova 

8. Russia 

9. Ukraine 

10. Uzbekistan 

Caribbean 

1. Trinidad and Tobago 

2. Jamaica 

3. St. Lucia 

4. Suriname 

5.  Dominica 

Asia 

1. Bangladesh 

2. Cambodia 

3. China 

4. Iran 

5. Jordan 

6. Lebanon 

7. Nepal 

8. Niue 

9. Philippines 

10. Sri Lanka 

11. Thailand 

12. Timor Leste 

Latin America 

1. Argentina 

2. El Salvador 

3. Mexico 

4. Peru 

5. Dominican Republic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilot Countries 

1.    Algeria 

2. Armenia 

3. Belarus 

4. Bhutan 

5. Chad 

6. Chile 

7. Costa Rica 

8. Ethiopia 

9. Grenada 

10. Indonesia 

11. Italy 

12. Namibia 

13. Senegal 

14. Turkey 

LDN target setting participating countries  plus pilot countries  



 

 

   

Supporting countries to 

• Engage stakeholders in the LDN target setting process  

• Set national LDN baselines 

• Identify trends and drivers of land degradation 

• Analyse existing land management frameworks 

• Define national LDN targets 

• Articulate measures to achieve national LDN targets 

• Promote action towards LDN 

• Monitor and report on progress towards LDN  

 

• Create synergies and build on  going initiatives regrading SLM and FLR  

 

 

LDN Target Setting 
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 Thank  you !! 


