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PREPARATION OF THIS REPORT 

This i s  the  f i n a l  vers ion  of the r epor t  a s  approved by the  Twenty-First Session of 
the Indo-Pacific Fishery Commission. 

I ABSTRACT 

This  i s  the  f i n a l  ve r s ionof  t h e  repor t  of t h e  twenty- f i r s t  Session of t he  
Indo-Pacific Fishery Commission (IPFC), he ld  i n  Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from 
10 t o  15 December 1984. Major t op ic s  discussed were the  t rends i n  f i s h e r i e s  
i n  the  region,  t h e  follow-up t o  the  F.40 World Conference on F i she r i e s  
Management and Development, mat te rs  r e l a t ed  t o  funct ions  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
of IPFC, proposals  f o r  f u t u r e  in ter -sess ional  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and sub jec t s  f o r  
symposia a t  f u t u r e  sess ions .  A l i s t  of t h e  main reconmendations of t h e  
sess ion  i s  included a s  Appendix G .  
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OPENING OF THE SESSION 

1 .  The Twenty-f irs t  Session of f h e  Indo-Pacific Fishery Commission (IPFC) was held a t  the  
Holiday Inn, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from 10 t o  15 December 1984. The se s s ion  w a s  at tended 
by representa t ives  of elevenmembernations of the  Commission, by the  r ep resen ta t ive  of t h e  
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and by observers  from t h r e e  intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organiza t ions .  A l i s t  of t h e  dklegates and observers  is given i n  
Appendix A t o  t h i s  r epor t .  

2. A t  t he  o f f i c i a l  opening of the sess ion ,  t h e  Commission was welcomed by t h e  Chairman 
of IPFC, Tengku Dato' Ubaidi l lah b i n  Abdul Kadir,  Director-General  of F i she r i e s  of 
Malaysia. H i s  address of welcome i s  given i n  Appendix D. The statement  by M r  J.E. Carroz, 
Ass i s t an t  Director-General (F i she r i e s  Department), FAO, i s  given in  Appendix E. The 
sess ion  was declared open, on behalf  of the  Honourable Minis te r  of Agr icul ture  of Malaysia, 
by the  Honourable Deputy Minis te r  of Agr icul ture ,  D r  Goh Cheng Teik. H i s  inaugural  address  
is  a t  Appendix F. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION 

3 .  The Commission considered the agenda submitted i n  document IPFC/84/1 and adopted it 
a s  given i n  Appendix B. The documents placed before  the Commission a r e  l i s t e d  i n  
Appendix C.  

INTER-SESSIONAL REPORT OF THE IPFC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

4 .  The S e c r e t a r i a t  presented t o  the  Commission the  repor t  of t h e  s i x t y  -f i rs t  Session of 
t h e  IPFC Executive Committee he ld  i n  Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on 10 and 1 1  October 1984. 
The main items on the  ~omrni t tee ' s  agenda were: ( i )  follow-up t o  the Twentieth Session of 
IPFC; ( i i )  follow-up t o  t h e  S i x t i e t h  Session of t h e  Executive Committee; and ( i i i )  t he  
a c t i v i t i e s  of IPFC subs id iary  bodies.  

5 .  In regard t o  "Follow-up t o  the Twentieth Session of IPFC", t h e  Committee had expressed 
i t s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  with the  f a c t  t h a t  a c t i o n  had been taken by FA0 on almost a l l  t h e  recom- 
mendat ions /dec is ions  of t he  twentieth se s s ion  and the s t e p s  taken were described i n  
document IPFC 184 /In£.  12. 

6 .  With respec t  t o  t he  o ther  two main items on the  agenda of the  Committee, t he  
Commission noted tha t  most of t h e  po in t s  r a i sed  i n  t h e  r epor t  were covered under o t h e r  
items of the  Commission's agenda and decided that these  po in t s  should be considered under 
t h e  re levant  agenda items. 

REVIEW OF MAJOR FISHERIES I N  THE REGION 

(a )  Marine 

7. In  presenting document IPFC/84/3 on "Issues i n  Marine F i she r i e s '  Development and 
Management", t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  h ighl ighted  the  following major poin ts :  

( i )  

( ii ) 

( i i i )  

( i v )  

many inshore and nearshore s tocks,  e spec ia l ly  those  of demersal f i s h  and prawns/ 
shrimps, had been heavi ly  f i shed  and i n  many cases  t h e  s tocks  had been over- 
explo i ted  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a dec l ine  i n  s tock abundance, e spec ia l ly  i n  spec ies  of 
commercial va lue ,  a decrease i n  t he  number of la rger -s ized  f i s h  and u l t ima te ly  
in  t he  d e c l i n e  of catch per-unit-effort  and even of t h e  t o t a l  production; 

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  was aggravated by c o n f l i c t s  between t h e  small-scale ,and i n d u s t r i a l  
f i s h e r i e s  common i n  many count r ies ;  

cephalopod and small c o a s t a l  pe lagic  f i s h  s tocks had n o t  gene ra l ly  been f u l l y  
u t i l i z e d .  A s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l a r g e r  ca tch  could be expected by introducing or 
expanding s u i t a b l e  f i s h i n g  methods t o  exp lo i t  these  resources ;  

many s tocks  were being shared by two o r  more coun t r i e s .  Studies and arrangements 
t o  promote the  r a t i o n a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  of these resources were urgent ly  required;  
and 



(v )  t h e  da ta l in format ion  were gene ra l l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t  i n  r e s p e c t  of t he  above i s s u e s .  
Fur ther  i n t e n s i f i e d  surveys and s t u d i e s  were u rgen t ly  r equ i r ed  f o r  t he  purpose 
of making e x p l i c i t  ana lyses .  

8; With regard  t o  f i s h e r i e s  management measures and socio-economic a s p e c t s ,  f o u r  major 
po in t s  were r a i s ed .  F i r s t ,  it was pointed out  t h a t  t h e  t rend  of r i s i n g  r e a l  p r i c e s  of f i s h  
was a  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r  t h a t  requi red  a t t e n t i o n .  There was evidence,  i n  many c o u n t r i e s  of 
t he  reg ion ,  t h a t  t h e  p r i c e s  of f i s h ,  wi th  t he  except ion of c e r t a i n  t unas ,  were r i s i n g  more 
rap id ly  than those  of o t h e r  foods and a l s o  more r ap id ly  than t he  c o s t s  of f i s h i n g .  This 
was due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  demand was i nc r ea s ing  wi th  growth i n  populat ion and per caput 
incomes but  t h a t  s u p p l i e s  were l i m i t e d  by n a t u r a l  condi t ions .  This t rend  would cont inue  
well i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  s i n c e  it had been est imated t h a t ,  by t h e  yea r  2000, t he  demand f o r  
f i s h  i n  Asian c o u n t r i e s  would be  i n  t h e  o rde r  of e leven m i l l i o n  tons  i n  excess  of 
t h e  l i k e l y  supply.  

9 .  The r i s e  i n  r e a l  p r i c e s  h a d  s eve ra l  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t s .  One was t h a t  increased  
pressures  were being placed on l i m i t e d  s tocks  leading. t o  g r e a t e r  urgency f o r  t h e  adoption 
of management measures. A second e f f e c t  was t h a t  low-income consumers would have more 
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  meeting t h e i r  p r o t e i n  needs and would have t o  t u r n  t o  lower-quality o r  l e s s -  
p re fe r red  spec i e s .  Rising r e a l  p r i c e s  a l s o  tended t o  obscure t he  evidence of over - f i sh ing  
s ince  t h e  t o t a l  va lue s  of c a t ches  might cont inue t o  i nc r ea se ,  even i f  t h e  q u a n t i t i e s  d i d  
no t .  

10. A second and r e l a t e d  po in t  was t h a t  t h e r e  had genera l ly  been a  s h i f t  i n  t he  compo- 
s i t i o n  of c a t c h e s ,  and t h a t  t h i s  s h i f t  was u s u a l l y  away from high-priced and toward low- 
p r i ced  spec i e s .  Thus, t h e  t o t a l  q u a n t i t i e s  might be r i s i n g  without i nc r ea s ing  t h e  o v e r a l l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  economy. 

11. Reference was made t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  techniques f o r  r egu l a t i ng  f i s h i n g  e f f o r t ,  and t o  
important examples i n  t he  region.  These included t h e  f i s h i n g  l i c ens ing  programme i n  
Malaysia,  t h e  system of community inshore  r i g h t s  being introduced i n  Thai land,  and va r ious  
management measures being used i n  Aus t r a l i a .  

12. It was a l s o  pointed ou t  t h a t  t h e  r i s i n g  r e a l  p r i c e s  of f i s h e r y  products  were a  source  
of i nc r ea sed  c o n f l i c t s .  The r e s o l u t i o n  of c o n f l i c t s  was d i f f i c u l t  , because it requi red  
dec i s ions  on t h e  ' d i s t r i b u t i o n  of wea l th ,  However, once t hose  dec is ions  were made, they 
provided t he  b a s i s  f o r  adopt ing  e f f e c t i v e  management measures. 

13. The Chairman of t h e  Standing Committee on Resources Research and Development (SCORRAD) 
noted t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  sub j ec t  by t he  S e c r e t a r i a t  covered many of t h e  ma t t e r s  
t h a t  had been d iscussed  by SCORRAD a t  i t s  f o u r t h  s e s s ion .  The d i s cus s ions  t h e r e  had 
focussed on t h e  demersal resources  of t h e  reg ion ,  which were i n  genera l  heav i ly  exp lo i t ed  
a s  exemplif ied by t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Gulf of Thai land.  An except ion was t h e  a r ea  
ad jacent  t o  Burma where they were only l i g h t l y  explo i ted .  The d i s cus s ions  had a l s o  pointed 
t o  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t ,  because of ' s p e c i e s  changes and i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  t h e  y i e l d  curve f o r  
demersal f i s h  might b e ,  t o  a  f i r s t  approximation, f la t - topped  s o  t h a t  even when t h e  t o t a l  
c a t ch  was s t i l l  h igh ,  t h e r e  could be severe  over f i sh ing  i n  economic o r  s o c i a l  terms and 
thus  .an u rgen t  need f o r  management. Another po in t  t h a t  had emerged was t he  f a c t  t h a t  i n  
o rde r  t o  manage badly dep l e t ed  s tocks ,  measures would have t o  be appl ied  t o  overcome the  
s i t u a t i o n ,  such a s  t h e  u s e  of a r t i f i c i a l  r e e f s  t o  obs t ruc t  t rawl ing  o r  c losed  seasons 
dur ing  per iods  when small r e c r u i t  f i s h  a r e  abundant. 

14. The Commission noted t h a t  t e=hn ica l  a s s i s t a n c e  on resources  i s sues  t o  be provided 
by FA0 i n  t he  immediate f u t u r e  comprised t h e  two Regular Programme a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g - t o  
Resources Review and Mapping i n  Southeast  Asia ,  commenced i n  October 1984, and t h e  FA01 
SEAFDEC Workshop on Shared 'Stocks i n  Southeast Asia ,  scheduled t o  be h e l d  i n  Bangkok from 
18 t o  22 February 1985. 

15. The Commission a l s o  noted t h a t  many of t h e  t e chn i ca l  ma t t e r s  involved i n  t he  i s s u e s  
presen ted  might we l l  be  covered by t h e  symposium t o  be organized i n  conjunc t ion  wi th  i t s  
twenty-second se s s ion .  

16. The Commission recommended t h a t :  



( i )  t h e  cons t ruc t i on  of a r t i f i c i a l  r e e f s  should be one of t he  important  s u b j e c t s  t o  
be s t ud i ed  f u r t h e r  i n  d e t a i l ,  f o r  t he  purpose of re-s tocking dep l e t ed  s t o c k s  and 
t h e  p ro t ec t i on  of spawning and n u r s e r j  grounds i n  inshore  waters .  FA0 should 
i nves t i ga t e  t h e  t e chn i ca l  a spec t s  and explore  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of ho ld ing  a  

, 

reg iona l  workshop o r  t r a i n i n g  course on t h i s  s u b j e c t ;  

( i i )  i n  view of t h e  importance of implementing , s u i t a b l e  regula tory  measures ' t o  reduce 
t h e  t o t a l  f i s h i n g  i n t e n s i t y  i n  inshore waters  and t h e  extreme d i f f i c u l t i e s  
involved i n  doing so ,  FA0 should follow-up t h i s  m a t t e r  on a  cont inu ing  b a s i s  and 
provide member coun t r i e s  with such t echn i ca l  a s s i s t a n c e  a s  they may r eques t ;  and 

( i i i )  s i n c e  t h e  success  of t h e  planned Workshop on Shared Stocks was of g r e a t  import- 
ance ,  member c o u n t r i e s  should make every e f f o r t  t o  send s u i t a b l e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

1 7 .  During t h e  d i s cus s ion ,  emphasis was placed on t h e  importance of examining t h e  s o c i a l  
and economic a spec t s  of f i s h e r i e s  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  ones .  I n  t h i s  regard ,  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  problem of providing a l t e r n a t i v e  employment oppo r tun i t i e s  f o r  fishermen was 
s t r e s s e d .  Limit ing e n t r y  i n t o  a  f i s h e r y  would be d i f f i c u l t  i f  t h e  people i n  f i s h i n g  com- 
muni t ies  had no o the r  sources of income. Any at tempt  t o  reduce t h e  number of inshore  
f ishermen would r e q u i r e  t h e  development of jobs i n  o t h e r  s e c t o r s ,  i n  o f f s h o r e  f i s h i n g  o r  
i n  aquacul ture .  

18. It was po in ted  ou t  t h a t  admin i s t r a to r s  had d i f f i c u l t y  i n  accept ing  l i m i t e d  en t ry  
schemes when jobs were s c a r c e ,  but  even i f  jobs were no t  s c a r c e ,  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  
convince admin i s t r a to r s  of t h e  need f o r  c o n t r o l s .  The ques t iowwas  r a i s e d  a s  t o  whether 
income l e v e l s  o r  ca tches  per-uni t -of-effor t  would be  more u s e f u l  a s  evidence of t h e  need 
f o r  a c t i o n .  Although both  measures might be  d e s i r a b l e ,  it was suggested t h a t  t e s t i n g  and 
demonstrat ing management techniques under c o n t r o l l e d  condi t ions  and on a  l i m i t e d  s c a l e  
might be t he  most e f f e c t i v e  means f o r  s t imu la t i ng  t h e  adoption of f i s h e r i e s  management. 

19 .  The Commission, t he r e f  o r e ,  recommended t h a t  member c o u n t r i e s  i d e n t i f y  a r e a s  o r  
s p e c i f i c  communities where p i l o t  management schemes could be adopted and,  where needed, 
reques t  FA0 f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  formulat ion and implementation of t h e  schemes. 

20.  Delegat ions r epo r t ed  on d i f f e r e n t  management techniques used i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s .  An 
i s s u e  r a i s e d  with regard t o  each of t h e s e  was whether f i s h i n g  ~ r i v i l e g e s  should be  t r ans -  
f e r a b l e  o r  n o t .  It was noted t h a t ,  wi th  t r a n s f e r s ,  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  acqui red  h igh  va lue .  
Unless  t h e s e  were taxed by some means, t h e  va lues  accrued t o  t h e  f ishermen who acqui red  t h e  
i n i t i a l  l i c ences .  Where goa ls  were more s o c i a l  than  economic, it was suggested t h a t  t h e  
l i c ences  should no t  b e  t r a n s f e r a b l e  and t h a t  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  could be a l l o c a t e d  by community 
groups. 

21.  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, it  was noted t h a t  such a l l o c a t i o n s  r equ i r ed  very  p r e c i s e  and 
c a r e f u l l y  formulated c r i t e r i a  and t h a t  t h i s  could be avoided by a l lowing  l i c e n c e  t r a n s f e r .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  permit ted fishermen t o  l e ave  t h e  i ndus t ry  i f  they wished and 
r e c e i v e  some b e n e f i t  from t h e i r  equ i ty  i n  t he  v e s s e l  anh t h e  l i c ence .  I n  c e r t a i n  s i t u -  
a t i o n s ,  it was f e l t  t h a t  t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  was unavoidable. 

22 .  The S e c r e t a r i a t  i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  FA0 was c o l l e c t i n g  and publ i sh ing  ca se  s t u d i e s  on 
f i s h e r i e s  management i n  d i f f e r e n t  coun t r i e s .  The Commission f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was a  very 
u s e f u l  a c t i v i t y  and recommended t h a t  it  be cont inued and en la rged .  

23. As i s s u e s  connected wi th  f isheriesmanagement ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n m u l t i s p e c i e s  f i s h e r i e s ,  were 
ve ry  complex, t h e  Commission recommended t h a t  FA0 ho ld  a  workshop on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  which 
should inc lude  ca se  s t u d i e s  and dea l  i n t e l . ~ a Z i a  with t h e  problems of t r a n s f  erab i l i t y  and 
t h e  need f o r  f i nd ing  a l t e r n a t i v e  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

2 4 ,  The Commission noted  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  developments had t aken  p l ace  ove r  t h e  l a s t  few 
years  i n  t h e  world tuna  f i s h i n g  indus t ry .  The p r i c e  of t h e  f i s h  had been dec l i n ing  
d r a s t i c a l l y ;  t h e  geographical  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t he  ca t ches  had changed no t ab ly ,  with l a r g e  
catch inc rea se s  i n  t h e  Indian Ocean and t h e  Western P a c i f i c  due t o  a  s h i f t  of i n d u s t r i a l  



purse  s e i n e  f l e e t s  from t h e  A t l a n t i c  and Eastern P a c i f i c .  The major tuna landing p l ace s  
had changed t o o  and an i nc r ea s ing  nqmber of c o a s t a l  coun t r i e s  were developing t h e i r  f i s h i n g  
and processing a c t i v i t i e s  o r  were planning t o  do so .  

25. As a  r e s u l t  of extended n a t i o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over f i s h e r i e s ,  i t  had been extremely 
d i f f i c u l t  i n  t h e  pa s t  few yea r s  f o r  tuna  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  g a i n  access  t o  d e t a i l e d  ca t ch  and 
e f f o r t  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  s tock  assessment purposes. Governments, a s  we l l  a s  tuna  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
were sometimes r e l u c t a n t  t o  r e l e a s e  d e t a i l e d  ca tch  and e f f o r t  s t a t i s t i c s  because of t h e  
use  t h a t  could b e  made of t h i s  in format ion ,  e . g . ,  i n  access  nego t i a t i ons .  

26. The UNDP-funded Indo-Pacif ic  Tuna Development and Management Programme (IPTP) was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1982, mainly t o  s e t  up a  reg iona l  tuna f i s h e r i e s  d a t a  ba se  f o r  t he  Indo- 
P a c i f i c  a r e a  i n  support  of management and development dec i s ions .  A review of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  Programme was presen ted  t o  t he  Commission. IPTP had succes s fu l l y  e s t ab l i shed  a  
system f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  d a t a  on a  reg iona l  b a s i s  and had assembled h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  f o r  t h e  
Indo-Pacif i c  a r ea .  The Japan T rus t  Fund P ro j ec t  a t tached  t o  IPTP had been p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a c t i v e  i n  ob t a in ing  d a t a  from developing c o a s t a l  S t a t e s  wi th  s i g n i f i c a n t  tuna f i s h e r i e s .  
Experts from t h i s  p r o j e c t  had provided cons iderab le  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  tuna  research  i n  t he  
Ph i l i pp ines  and Indones ia .  

27. Due t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  ob t a in ing  d a t a  from some d is tan t -water  f i s h i n g  n a t i o n s ,  IPTP 
had been obl iged  t o  modify i t s  approach and had at tempted t o  i d e n t i f y  those  key d a t a  
elements which were e s s e n t i a l  f o r  p re l iminary  s tock  assessment and planning f o r  r eg iona l  
development and management. These were t h e  da t a  necessary t o  i d e n t i f y  t r ends  i n  ca t ch  and 
n a t i o n a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i s h e r y ,  and which would a l e r t  coun t r i e s  t o  changes i n  t h e  
f i s h e r y  and t h e  pos s ib l e  need f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

28. The Commission reviewed t h e  reg iona l  mechanisms s e t  up by FA0 a s  a  framework f o r  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  coopera t ion  i n  tuna f i s h e r i e s  i n  t he  Indo-Pacific a r ea  and considered pos s ib l e  
improvements i n  t h e  f i e l d  of s t a t i s t i c s ,  s c i e n t i f i c  research  and management. 

( i )  S t a t i s t i c s  

29. Discussions focussed on t h e  r o l e  of IPTP and on t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  faced by t h i s  
Programme i n  ob t a in ing  d e t a i l e d  d a t a  from some d is tan t -water  f i s h i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  The 
Chairman of SCORRAD mentioned t h a t  t h e  da t a  p r e sen t ly  a v a i l a b l e  were inadequate  f o r  good 
s tock  assessment purposes.  Indeed, wi th  t h e  ex tens ion  of n a t i o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  by c o a s t a l  
S t a t e s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  had d e t e r i o r a t e d  markedly i n  t h e  l a s t  few yea r s .  This t r end  coincided 
wi th  t h e  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  reg ion  of l a r g e  purse s e i n e  f l e e t s ,  which increased  t h e  need f o r  
cont inued monitor ing of t h e  s t ocks .  

30. The Commission unanimously recognized t h a t  a  r e l i a b l e  d a t a  ba se  was e s s e n t i a l  f o r  
good s tock  assessment and an appeal  was made t o  t h e  coun t r i e s  concerned t o  provide t he  
requi red  d a t a .  

31. The de l ega t i on  of France i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  French s t a t i s t i c s  would be  made a v a i l a b l e  
a f t e r  t h e  de lay  normally r equ i r ed  f o r  compiling and processing t he  d a t a .  The de l ega t i on  
of A u s t r a l i a  r e f e r r e d  t o  recent  d i scuss ions  between t he  South P a c i f i c  coun t r i e s  and a  
number of distant-waf e r  f i s h i n g  n a t i o n s ,  organized under t h e  a e g i s  of t h e  South P a c i f i c  
Commission, t o  cons ide r  improvement of t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  region.  

32 .  The de l ega t i on  of t h e  United S t a t e s  of ~ m e r i c a  mentioned t h a t ,  a t  t h e  presen t  t ime,  
t h e  US Government had no l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r equ i r e  i t s  d i s tan t -water  f i s h i n g  f l e e t  t o  
provide information on i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  Legal a u t h o r i t y  t o  compel t h e  i ndus t ry  t o  provide 
comprehensive d a t a  would r equ i r e  t h e  ex i s t ence  of an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i s h i n g  agreement t o  
which t h e  United S t a t e s  was a  p a r t y .  Such an agreement should inc lude  a  provis ion  ensuring 
access  f o r  t h e  US f l e e t  under agreed terms and condi t ions  be fo re  l e g i s l a t i o n  could be 
implemented r equ i r i ng  t h e  provis ion  of d a t a .  The de lega t ion  of Japan explained t h a t  
r e l e a s i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  could c r e a t e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  t he  Japanese f i s h i n g  indus t ry  due t o  
m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  by u s e r s  when nego t i a t i ng  f i s h i n g  agreements wi th  c o a s t a l  coun t r i e s .  

33. The Inter-American Tropica l  Tuna Commission's experience i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  which was 
descr ibed  t o  t h e  meeting by t h e  D i r ec to r  of I nves t i ga t i ons  of t h i s  Commission, was n ~ t e d  
wi th  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  



3 4 .  It was recognized t h a t  conf iden t i a l i ty  regarding data  was essen t i a l  and t h a t  the 
question should be solved i n  a r e a l i s t i c  and p rac t i ca l  manner. In  t h i s  connection, 
delegations warmly commended IPTP f o r  the important word accomplished so f a r .  

3 5 .  The Conunission a l s o  considered various options f o r  adjus t ing the a c t i v i t i e s  of the 
Programme and defining more c lea r ly  i t s  geographical coverage. The following options were 
envisaged: 

( i )  continue the project  a s  it i s  f o r  the  Indo-Pacific area;  

( i i )  c lose  the  project  a t  the  end of 1984; 

( i i i )  revise  the project  t o  r e f l e c t  r e a l i s t i c  data  expectat ions,  delimit  the  area  t o  
include the  Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia, and extend external  support u n t i l  
1987; and 

( i v )  revise  the  project  t o  r e f l e c t  r e a l i s t i c  data  expectat ions,  r e s t r i c t  the area  t o  
the  Indian Ocean, and extend external  support u n t i l  1987. 

3 6 .  After an exchange of views among delegations,  the Commission f e l t  tha t  option ( i i i )  
was the  most p rac t i ca l  and sa t i s fac to ry  one, especia l ly  bearing i n  mind t h a t  no other  
mechanism f o r  data  co l l ec t ion  and analys is  exis ted  f o r  Southeast Asia. I f  necessary, 
external  support f o r  the  Programme should be envisaged u n t i l  1989. 

37. In reply to  a question ra ised by the delegation of S r i  Lanka, the Secre ta r i a t  informed 
the Commission tha t  the  FA0 Fisher ies  Department had not proposed and was not proposing t o  
move the  IPTP Headquarters from Colombo. It r e i t e r a t e d  the  appreciat ion of FA0 f o r  the  
hosting f a c i l i t i e s  provided by the  Government of S r i  Lanka. 

38.  The delegation of Japan described the  ass is tance  already provided by i t s  country t o  
IPTP and informed the Commission tha t  i t  was envisaged t o  continue and even expand t h i s  
ass is tance .  A f i n a l  decision was expected from the  competent Japanese adminis t ra t ion,  
before the  end of t h i s  year. The UNDP representa t ive  referred t o  the  f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s  
being faced by the  Programme which had resul ted  i n  the cur ta i l ing  of c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s  
o r ig ina l ly  planned f o r  IPTP. Without any commitment a t  t h i s  s t age ,  he ant ic ipated a 
r a the r  receptive a t t i t u d e  from UNDP f o r  the  continuation of the  p ro jec t .  

39. The Commission extended i t s  sincere thanks t o  the  Government of Japan and t o  UNDP f o r  
t h e i r  very valuable support t o  IPTP. 

40. The Secre tar ia t  mentioned t h a t  every e f f o r t  would be made t o  use ,  t o  the  extent  
poss ible ,  the  resources of the  Regular Programme i n  support of the  continued a c t i v i t i e s  
of IPTP. 

( i i )  Research and management 

41. The Chairman of SCORRAD drew the a t t en t ion  of the  Commission t o  some s c i e n t i f i c  
problems iden t i f i ed  by t h i s  body a t  i t s  fourth session and t o  the r e s u l t s  of the  Ad HOC 
Workshop on Tuna Stock Assessment held i n  Jakar ta ,  Indonesia, i n  August 1984. He referred 
i n  pa r t i cu la r  t o  the  need t o  monitor tuna stocks on a continuing bas i s  and t o  carry  out 
stock assessment.. The sharp increase of purse-seining i n  the Western Paci f ic  could have 
serious consequences f o r  other tuna f i s h e r i e s ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r  long-line and coas ta l  
f i s h e r i e s .  These in teract ions  were not yet  well-known and should be ca re fu l ly  studied.  
The development of f i shing based on the  u t i l i z a t i o n  of f i s h  aggregating devices and 
d r i f t i n g  logs had resul ted  i n  the capture of large  quan t i t i e s  of small tunas.  The 
biological  and economic consequences of these new techniques needed fu r the r  inves t igat ion.  

42. The Commission noted t h a t  i t s  Special Committee on Management of Indo-Pacific Tuna 
had been given specia l  r e spons ib i l i t i e s  with regard t o  s c i e n t i f i c  research,  stock evaluation 
and management. On the  o ther  hand, under the  1948 Agreement es tabl ishing IPFC as  amended 
i n  1976, the  Commission i t s e l f  could recommend conservation and management measures. 



43. One de lega t ion  expressed some doubts about  t he  appropr ia teness  of u s ing  IPFC a s  a  
management body f o r  tuna  s tocks  i n  t h e  reg ion .  I n  i t s  view, t h e  geographic a r ea  se rv iced  
by t he  Commission was no t  def ined  c l e a r l y  enough and i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were covering 
too many a spec t s  of f i s h e r i e s ,  so t h a t  it  would be  p r e f e r ab l e  t o  c r e a t e  an o rgan i za t i on  
based on a  new t r e a t y  and dea l i ng  only with tuna.  

44. Other de l ega t i ons  s t r e s s e d  t h e  need t o  improve t he  p r e sen t  s i t u a t i o n .  They suggested 
t h a t  meetings of s p e c i a l i s t s  should be convened t o  ca r ry  ou t  s tock assessment and t o  s tudy 
p a r t i c u l a r  s c i e n t i f i c  and t echn i ca l  problems i n  prepara t ion  f o r  t he  s e s s ions  of t h e  Spec ia l  
Committee on Management of Indo-Pacif ic  Tuna. The Commission agreed t h a t  t h e  Committee, 
which had n o t  met s i n c e  1980, should meet before  t h e  next  sess ion  of t he  Commission and,  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  a s  r e g u l a r l y  a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  demanded. In view of t h e  low degree of i n t e r -  
a c t i on  between t h e  Indian Ocean and t he  P a c i f i c  tuna  s t ocks ,  i t  was f e l t  unnecessary t o  
cont inue t h e  p r a c t i c e  of convening t h e  Spec ia l  Committee j o i n t l y  with t h e  IOFC Committee 
on Management of Indian Ocean Tuna. 

( i i i )  Global Tuna Conference 

45. The Chairman of SCORRAD drew t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  Conunission t o  t he  d i s cus s ions  which 
had taken  p l ace  dur ing  t h e  Ad Hoc Workshop on Tuna Stock Assessment, i n  August 1984, on t he  
opportuni ty of ho ld ing  a  Global Tuna Conference, a s  suggested by a  meeting of expe r t s  h e l d  
i n  La J o l l a  i n  January 1984. The D i r ec to r  of I nves t i ga t i ons  of t h e  Inter-American T rop i ca l  
Tbna Commission informed de l ega t i ons  t h a t  he  had a l ready  contac ted  a  number of ind iv idua l  
s c i e n t i s t s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  which could have a  p o t e n t i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  such a  meet ing.  He 
reported t h a t  t h e  sponsorship of FA0 had been suggested by many of h i s  correspondents .  

46. The Commission noted  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  and scope of such a  meeting had s t i l l  t o  be more 
c l e a r l y  de f ined .  It was suggested t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  c o u n t r i e s  could b r i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  t he  
a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  Committee on F i s h e r i e s  a t  i t s  nex t  s e s s ion  t o  be he ld  i n  Rome i n  Apr i l  
1985. 

( c )  Inland f i s h e r i e s  

47. Foliowing a  d e t a i l e d  p r e sen t a t i on  by t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  of t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  second 
sess ion  of t h e  IPFC Working P a r t y  on In land  F i s h e r i e s  (document IPFC/84/6), t he  Chairman 
drew a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r epo r t  of t h e  S i x t y - f i r s t  Session of t h e  IPFC Executive Committee, 
which had recommended t h a t  IPFC should a s s i g n  p r i o r i t i e s  t o  t h e  recommendations of t h e  
Working Pa r ty  meeting. The Executive Committee i t s e l f  had s t r e s s e d  t h e  importance of t h e  
management of mangrove a r e a s  and c o a s t a l  lagoons and considered i t  t o  be a  p r i o r i t y  i s s u e .  

48. I n  t h e  d i s cus s ion  t h a t  fol lowed,  t h e  view was expressed t h a t  t h e  l a t e s t  developments 
i n  t h e  f i s h  d i s ea se  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Southeast Asia  showed t h a t  t h e  d i s e a s e  was a  major t h r e a t  
t o  t he  in land  f i s h e r i e s  of t h e  reg ion .  The n a t u r a l  waters  of North and Northeast  Thai land,  
a s  wel l  as  t hose  of Burma, t h e  Lao PDR and Kampuchea were a f f e c t e d  now by a  s e r i ous  
outbreak. Urgent a c t i o n  by FA0 was reques ted  t o  implement t h e  f i s h  epidemologic survey 
planned under an in te r -count ry  TCP p r o j e c t .  FA0 a s s i s t a n c e  was a l s o  requi red  i n  es tab-  
l i sh ing  a  r eg iona l  f i s h  qua ran t i ne  system. 

49. One de l ega t i on  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  planned workshop on t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of in land  f i s h e r y  
resources of t h e  P a c i f i c  i s l a n d  c o u n t r i e s  should cover both f reshwater  and brackishwater  
impoundment s . 
50. The importance of s t rengthening  s t a t i s t i c a l  da t a  c o l l e c t i o n  on in land  f i s h e r i e s  and 
aquacul ture was emphasized a s  a  ma t t e r  of high p r i o r i t y .  

51. 'The negd f o r  a  r e l i a b l e  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  system f o r  evolving a  s u i t a b l e  
methodology of f l o o d p l a i n  f i s h e r y  management was a l s o  recommended. A major problem i n  
t h i s  respec t  was t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r e s t  of f i s h e r i e s  and r i c e  product ion,  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  
was i nc r ea s ing ly  dependent on t h e  use  of p e s t i c i d e s .  Pos s ib l e  accumulation of p e s t i c i d e  
residues i n  f i s h ,  and i t s  p o s s i b l e  harmful e f f e c t  on human-beings, requi red  more a t t e n t i o n .  

52. More s t u d i e s  were r equ i r ed  t o  d e f i n e  c l e a r l y  t h e  ex t en t  t o  which mangrove a r ea s  could 
be transformed i n t o  shrimp c u l t u r e  farms. 



53. The de lega t ion  of Bangladesh repor ted  on successes  achieved i n  i nc r ea s ing  t h e  
production of oxbow lakes  by t h e  i n t roduc t ion  of proper s tocking  and management techniques.  
The a r t i f i c i a l  s tock ing  of r i v e r s  was another  sub j ec t  r equ i r i ng  s tudy .  

54. Another a r e a  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  needing a t t e n t i o n  was t he  lack  of s u i t a b l e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
governing t h e  l e a s i n g  of lagoons and o t h e r  in land  waters  t o  p r i v a t e  farmers .  

55. The proposal  of t h e  Working Party regarding t h e  prepara t ion  of an  inventory of 
e x i s t i n g  and p o t e n t i a l  f i s h  spec ies  f o r i n t r o d u c t i o n a n d  s tocking  of r e s e r v o i r s  a l s o  
rece ived  support  during t h e  d i scuss ion .  

5 6 .  On the  b a s i s  of i t s  d i s cus s ions ,  t h e  Comiss ion  agreed t h a t  t h e  fol lowing recomen- 
da t i ons  of t he  Inland F i s h e r i e s  Working Party be given p r i o r i t y :  

- development of gu ide l i ne s  f o r  t he  management of c o a s t a l  lagoons and mangrove a r ea s ;  

- improvement of in land  f i s h e r i e s  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  and ana ly se s ;  

- development of s u i t a b l e  methodologies f o r  f l o o d p l a i n ,  r i v e r i n e  f i s h e r i e s  and l ake  
management ; 

- a s s i s t a n c e  t o  member coun t r i e s  i n  t he  formulat ion of new l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  inland 
f i s h e r i e s  management; 

- prepara t ion  of an inventory of e x i s t i n g  and p o t e n t i a l  f i s h  spec i e s  f o r  i n t roduc t ion  
and s tocking .  

57. The Commission endorsed t h e  proposal t h a t  t h e  t o p i c  f o r  t h e  next  j o i n t  s e s s ion  of t h e  
Inland F i s h e r i e s  and Aquaculture Working P a r t i e s  should be t h e  management of c o a s t a l  
lagoons and mangrove a r ea s .  

( d )  Aquaculture 

58. The S e c r e t a r i a t  b r i e f e d  t he  Commission on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  IPFC Working Pa r ty  on 
Aquacul ture,  wi th  s p e c i a l  re fe rence  t o  t he  recommendations of i t s  s i x t h  s e s s ion  he ld  i n  
January 1984 i n  New Delhi .  

59. The Chairman of SCORRAD drew a t t e n t i o n  t o  t he  d i s cus s ions  he ld  a t  t h e  Fourth Sess ion  
of SCORRAD, which had commended t h e  r e p o r t  of t he  Working Pa r ty  t o  IPFC f o r  d e t a i l e d  
cons ide ra t i on ,  and had noted  t h a t  t h e  recommendation dea l i ng  wi th  product ion of manuals 
should be  considered a s  supplementing r a t h e r  than dup l i ca t i ng  s i m i l a r  manuals a l r eady  
produced by o the r  organiza t ions .  

60. Atten t ion  was a l s o  drawn t o  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  s i x t y - f i r s t  Sess ion  of IPFC Execut ive 
Committee, which had supported t h e  recommendation of t h e  Working Pa r ty  i n  regard t o  t h e  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  f i s h  d i s e a s e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Southeast Asia and had no t ed  wi th  apprec i -  
a t i o n  t he  formulat ion of an inter-country TCP p r o j e c t  by FA0 on t h i s  sub j ec t .  The 
Committee had considered t h a t  s p e c i a l  emphasis should b e  placed on t r a i n i n g  i n  aquacu l tu r e  
and on t he  improvement of socio-economic d a t a  r e l evan t  t o  aquacul ture  development planning.  
The Committee had a l s o  suggested t h a t  IPFC shou.ld a l l o c a t e  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  va r ious  
recommendations of t h e  Working Par ty .  

6 1. The Commission was in£ ormed about t h e  in te r -count ry  TCP p r o j e c t ,  which had been 
r e c e n t l y  approved by FA0 and was await ing endorsement by a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
c o u n t r i e s .  In  t he  contex t  of t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  team c o n s i s t i n g  of an 
epidemologist ,  a  v i r o l o g i s t ,  a  b a c t e r i o l o g i s t ,  a  p a r a s i t o l o g i s t  and a  t o x i c o l o g i s t  was t o  
be  s e n t  t o  t h e  a f f ec t ed  coun t r i e s  (Burma, Indonesia ,  Lao P.D.R., Malaysia ,  Papua New Guinea 
and Thai land)  i n  order  t o  c o l l e c t  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  information and pos s ib ly  samples f o r  
f u r t h e r  l abo ra to ry  i nves t i ga t i ons .  Based on t h e  f i nd ings  of t h e  above miss ion  and on t he  
recommendations of a  sub-regional exper t  consu l t a t i on  a l s o  included i n  t h e  frame of t h e  
p r o j e c t ,  t h e  prepara t ion  of a  p lan  of a c t i o n  w a s  envisaged,  w i th  app rop r i a t e  d i v i s i o n  of 
f u tu r e  t a s k s  between n a t i o n a l ,  r eg iona l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  with a  view 
t% v e r i f y  t he  causa t i ve  agen t ,  develop e f f i c i e n t  c u r a t i v e  and prevent ive  t reatment  and 



i n s t i t u t e  quaran t ine  measures. Representa t ives  of t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  governments were 
requested t o  a s s i s t  i n  expedi t ing  t h e  endorsement of t h e  p r o j e c t .  

62. The S e c r e t a r i a t  a1 so  in£  ormed t h e  Commission about recent  developments regarding t he  
Network of Aquaculture Centres  i n  Asia (NACA). The p r o j e c t ' s  Advisory Committee, which 
had met from 3 to.  6 December 1984 i n  Bhubaneswar, I nd i a ,  had been advised t h a t ,  according 
t o  a  recent  UNDP eva lua t i on  miss ion ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  had f u l f i l l e d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  ob j ec t i ve s  
with g r e a t  success .  The UNDP was g iv ing  f  avourable  cons idera t ion  t o  providing funding 
support f o r  t he  p r o j e c t  a t  i t s  p resen t  l e v e l  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  next  two yea r s .  The 
r ep re sen t a t i ve s  of China, Indonesia ,  :Nepal, and t h e  Ph i l i pp ines  had a l s o  announced t h e  
w i l l i ngnes s  of t h e i r  governments t o  provide f i n a n c i a l  support  f o r  t h e  core a c t i v i t i e s  of 
NACA from 1985, while  r ep re sen t a t i ve s  of S r i  Lanka and Thailand had expressed t h e  hope t h a t  
t h e i r  governments would provide support  from 1986, and Ind ia  had i nd i ca t ed  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of such support  a f t e r  t h e  phasing out of UNDP's core  funding.  

63. I n  t h e  ensuing deba te ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  aimed a t  t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  f i s h  
d i s e a s e  s i t u a t i o n  was welcomed; Support was expressed f o r  t h e  recommendation of t h e  
Working Pa r ty  regard ing  t h e  FAO/WHO coopera t ive  research  on t h e  pos s ib l e  t r a n s f e r  of 
d i s ea se s  and p a r a s i t o s e s  i n  c e r t a i n  i n t e g r a t e d  systems. The organiza t ion  of a  r eg iona l  
workshop on aquacul ture  engineering was considered very  t imely  i n  view of t h e  engineer ing  
problems of c o a s t a l  aquacul ture .  The recommendations of t he  Working Pa r ty  r e l a t e d  t o  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  ex tens ion  a l s o  rece ived  support .  One de lega t ion  emphasized t h e  need t o  g ive  
more a t t e n t i o n  t o  s h e l l f i s h  c u l t u r e ,  due t o  i t s  ou ts tanding  importance i n  producing cheap 
p r o t e i n  food. 

64. On t h e  b a s i s  of i t s  d i s cus s ions ,  t he  Comiss ion  accorded p r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  fol lowing 
recommendations of t h e  Working Pa r ty  on Aquaculture: 

- epidemologic survey of a  f i s h  d i s e a s e  spreading i n  Southeast Asia;  

- s t rengthening  and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  of r eg iona l  t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w i th  s p e c i a l  
emphasis on t r a i n i n g  f o r  ex tens ion ;  

- i n t e n s i f y i n g  socio-economic s t u d i e s  t o  a s s i s t  aquacul ture development planning;  

- organ i za t i on  of a  reg iona l  workshop on aquacul ture  engineering;  

- s t rengthening  t he  development and t r a n s f e r  of c o a s t a l  aquacul ture  techniques w i th in  
t h e  reg ion  ( inc luding  s h e l l f i s h  mar icu l ture ; ;  

- es tab l i shment  of a  se l f - suppor t ing  mechanism f o r  t h e  Network of Aquaculture Centres  
i n  Asia ,  and a c c e l e r a t i o n  of t h e  l i nkage  of National Aquaculture Centres  with t he  
Network; 

- conducting FAO/WHO coopera t ive  research on pos s ib l e  t r a n s f e r  of d i s ea se s  and 
p a r a s i t o s e s  i n  c e r t a i n  i n t e g r a t e d  systems. 

( e )  , Fish u t i l i z a t i o n  and market-ing 

65. The Commission took n o t e  of t he  r epo r t  on t he  progress  of t h e  Marketing Information 
and Advisory Serv ices  f o r  F i sh  Products i n  t he  Asia and P a c i f i c  Region (INFOFISH). Its 
f i r s t  phase, completed i n  February 1984, had been funded exc lu s ive ly  by donor con t r i bu t i ons .  
During i t s  second phase l a s t i n g  u n t i l  December 1986, i t  would be j o i n t l y  f inanced by 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from member coun t r i e s ,  by p r o j e c t  revenue from s a l e s  of pub l i ca t i ons  and 
s e r v i c e s ,  and by continued donor country con t r i bu t i ons ,  a l though on a  dec l i n ing  s c a l e .  

66. The Commission noted '  t h e  s t e p s  taken t o  e s t a b l i s h  INFOFISH as an intergovernmental 
o rgan i za t i on .  Reference was made t o  t h e  s tatement  included i n  the  Programme of Action 
No. I V  approved a t  t he  FA0 World Conference on F i s h e r i e s  Management and Development: "In 
t h e  long term, t he  reg iona l  s e rv i ce s  should be f i n a n c i a l l y  se l f - suppor t ing  and func t i on  a s  
intergovernmental  o rgan i za t i ons  o r  b e  a f f  i l i a t e d  t o  s u i t a b l e  e x i s t i n g  r eg iona l  organiz- 
a t i o n s "  (paragraph 35, p. 47  of t he  Report of t he  World F i s h e r i e s  Conference). 



67. The de l ega t i ons  of s eve ra l  INFOFISH member coun t r i e s  expressed app rec i a t i on  of t he  
p r o j e c t ' s  s e rv i ce s  t o  t h e i r  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r i e s .  I n  commending t he  INFOFISH a c t i v i t i e s ,  
the  de lega t ion  of t he  k i t e d  S t a t e s  of America supported t he  proposed p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t he  
United S t a t e s  Food and Drug Administrat ion i n  t he  product q u a l i t y  t r a i n i n g  programme of 
t he  p r o j e c t .  

68. I n  reviewing t he  funding s i t u a t i o n  of INFOFISE~, t he  Commission under l ined  t h e  import- 
ance of ob ta in ing  a  c e r t a i n  amount of support  from donor coun t r i e s .  The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of UXDP, r e f e r r i n g  t o  the  UNDP source of funds f o r  t he  "mini p ro j ec t "  on t he  promotion of 
TCDC and ECDC, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  continued favourable  r eac t i on  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s .  

69. The Commission endorsed t he  reques t  of t he  Advisory and coord ina t ing  Committee of 
INFOFISH t h a t  a  Conference of P l e n i p o t e n t i a r i e s  be convened t o  adopt an  agreement f o r  t he  
es tab l i shment  of a n  intergovernmental  o rganiza t ion  f o r  market ing information and advisory  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  f i s h e r y  products  i n  t he  Asia and P a c i f i c  region (INFOFISH). 

70. The need f o r  improving t he  u t i l i z a t i o n  and q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  of f i s h  products  i n  Asian 
and' P a c i f i c  c o u n t r i e s  was brought t o  t he  a t t e n t i o n  of t he  Commission through the  r e p o r t  of 
t h e  S ix th  Session of t he  IPFC Working Par ty  on F i sh  Technology and Marketing and t he  r e p o r t  
of t he  Fourth Session of t he  IPFC Committee f o r  t he  Development and Xanagement of F i s h e r i e s  
i n  t he  South China Sea. 

71. The Commission emphasized t he  p a r t i c u l a r  relevance t o  t h e  reg ion  of t he  Programme of 
Action No. V approved by t h e  FA0 World F i s h e r i e s  Conference: t h e  Promotion of t he  Role 
of F i s h e r i e s  i n  A l l ev i a t i ng  Undernutr i t ion.  The main o b j e c t i v e  was t o  reduce waste  and 
ensure  t h a t  f i s h e r y  resources  were r a t i o n a l l y  u t i l i z e d  so a s  t o  make t he  g r e a t e s t  pos s ib l e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  food suppl ies  f o r  t he  b e n e f i t  of t he  poores t  and weakest s e c t i o n s  of t he  
community. A n iu l t i d i s c ip l i na ry  approach, inc lud ing  e x p e r t i s e  i n  technology, socio-  
economics, n u t r i t i o n ,  publ ic  hea l t h  and f i s h e r i e s ,  was r equ i r ed  t o  ach ieve  t h i s  ob j ec t i ve .  

72. The Commission noted wi th  app rec i a t i on  t h a t  t he  Government of Norway had made funds 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p repara tory  a c t i v i t i e s  aimed a t  a  long-term programme on a l l  a spec t s  of t h e  
supply of low-cost f i s h e r y  products  t o  t he  undernourished, and t h a t  work had a l r eady  
connnenced i n  s eve ra l  Asian and P a c i f i c  coun t r i e s .  

73. The Commission s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was an  urgent  need t o  improve q u a l i t y  control '  and 
i n spec t i on  i n  t h e  reg ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t he  high-valued spec i e s  which a r e  
exported.  There was good evidence t o  show t h a t  u n i t  p r i c e s  o f f e r ed  f o r  p roducts  from t h e  
region were lower than  those  f o r  equiva len t  products  from o t h e r  a r e a s .  The reasons  were 
i ncons i s t en t  q u a l i t y  and t he  h igher  p r o b a b i l i t y  of r e j e c t i o n .  

74. The Commission drew a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  need f o r  more s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  d e a l t  
d i r e c t l y  w i th  t he  q u a l i t y  problem a t  t he  fishermen l e v e l ,  s i n c e  t he  raw m a t e r i a l  was t he  
p r i n c i p a l  b a s i s  of expor t  t r ade  i n  f i s h  and f i s h e r y  products .  

75. The Commission agreed t h a t  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of s tandards  and t h e i r  implementation a t  
a l l  l e v e l s  of t he  i ndus t ry  would' be necessary  t o  improve t he  s i t u a t i o n .  Rais ing t h e  
awareness of fishermen, processors  and government a u t h o r i t i e s ,  coupled with t he  provis ion  
of improved t r a i n i n g ,  were necessary p r e r e q u i s i t e s .  

76. The Commission recommended t h a t  INFOFISH, i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i th  FA0 Headquarters ,  
should g ive  increased  a t t e n t i o n  t o  improving t he  q u a l i t y  of f i s h  products  i n  t he  Asian 
and P a c i f i c  region.  It a l s o  endorsed t he  recommendation of t h e  Working Pa r ty  on F i sh  
Technology and Marketing t h a t  i t s  presen t  long-term programme be  r e t a i n e d  and expanded t o  
inc lude  more e f f o r t  on q u a l i t y  con t ro l  and i n spec t i on .  

77. The Commission noted wi th  app rec i a t i on  t he  continued funding suppor t  of t he  Aus t ra l ian  
Government t o  t he  network of cooperat ion i n  f i s h  technology and research  i n  t h e  reg ion .  

78. The Commission recommended t h a t  a  Technical Consul ta t ion  on F i sh  Technology and 
QWlf ty  Assurance be he ld  i n  t he  region i n  t he  nea r  f u t u r e ,  a s  p a r t  of t h e  e f f o r t  t o  
fIltPhvcb u t i l i z a t i o n  and q u a l i t y  con t ro l .  



PROPOSALS FOR FUTURE INTER-SESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

79. The S e c r e t a r i a t  reviewed t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  of IPFC and i t s  subs id ia ry  bodies  
and t he  func t i ons  of t h e  l a t t e r  on t he  b a s i s  of document IPFC/84/Inf.9. The d i s cus s ions  
under agenda i tem 4 (b )  had pointed t o  t he  need t o  r e v i t a l i z e  t he  IPFC Special  Committee on 
Management of 1ndo-pacific Tuna and t o  have r egu l a r  meetings on i t s  own r a t h e r  than j o i n t l y  
with t h e  IOFC Committee on Management of Indian Ocean Tuna. In regard t o  t he  Working 
P a r t i e s ,  t he  foregoing  d i s cus s ions  had shown t h a t  t he  Working P a r t i e s  on F i sh  Technology 
and Marketing Aquacul ture and Inland F i s h e r i e s  were doing ve ry  u se fu l  work and should 
cont inue t o  meet a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s .  The views of t he  Commission were requested con- 
cern ing  t h e  cont inuance of t he  IPFC/IOFC J o i n t  Working Par ty  of Experts  on Indian Ocean 
and Western P a c i f i c  Fishery S t a t i s t i c s  and t h e  Working Par ty  of Experts  on Cen t r a l  and 
Western P a c i f i c  Skipjack.  

80. The Commission noted t h a t  t h e  IPFC/IOFC J o i n t  Working Par ty  of Experts  on Ind ian  
Ocean and Western P a c i f i c  Fishery S t a t i s t i c s  had l a s t  met i n  1978, t h a t  i t  should be  
pos s ib l e  t o  f i n a l i z e  d i s cus s ions  of g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t  on t h e  methodology of s t a t i s t i c s  a t  
i t s  scheduled s e s s ion  i n  May 1985, and t h a t  t he  p r i o r i t y  f o r  s t a t i s t i c s  a t  p resen t  was t o  
provide a s s i s t a n c e  t o  i nd iv idua l  member coun t r i e s  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  n a t i o n a l  da t a  c e n t r e s  
f o r  f i s h e r i e s .  It agreed,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h i s  Working Party should be abol i shed  a f t e r  
t h e  May 1985 se s s ion .  

81.  The Commission was informed t h a t ,  s i nce  i t s  es tabl ishment  i n  1976, t he  IPFC Working 
Par ty  of Experts  on Cent ra l  and Western P a c i f i c  Skipjack had met only on one occasion i n  
1978. As i t  was i n  favour of concent ra t ing  a c t i v i t i e s  on t he  Western P a c i f i c  and Ind ian  
Ocean and i n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  func t i ons  of t h i s  Working Par ty  could be  covered by 
t h e  IPFC Committee on Management of Indian Ocean Tuna supplemented, i f  necessary ,  by 
Ad Hoc c o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  t h e  Commission agreed t h a t  t h i s  Working Par ty  a l s o  should be 
abol i shed .  

82 .  When reviewing i t s  s t r u c t u r e ,  t he  Commission f e l t  t h a t  cons idera t ion  should be given 
t o  t h e  es tab l i shment  of a group t o  c a r r y  ou t  s t ock  assessment work on tuna ,  which had a l s o  
been recommended by t h e  f o u r t h  s e s s ion  of SCORRAD. The Commission agreed t h a t  t h i s  ma t t e r  
might be  f u r t h e r  examined a t  t he  next  meeting of t he  IPFC Special  Committee on Management 
of Indo-pacif ic  Tuna and a recommendation made t o  t he  Twenty-second Session of t he  
Commission. 

83. The Commission noted  t he  information given i n  document IP~C/84 /10  i n  r e spec t  of t h e  
s e s s ions  proposed f o r  t he  next  biennium 1986-87, sub j ec t  t o  t he  approval of t he  Twenty- 
t h i r d  Sess ion  of t he  FA0 Conference, w i th  t he  fol lowing q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ;  

( i )  t h e  IPFC Spec ia l  Committee on Management of Indo-Pacific Tuna would meet separ-  
a t e l y  and not  j o i n t l y  wi th  t he  IOFC Committee on Management of Indian-Ocean Tuna, 
poss ib ly  i n  December 1986; 

( i i )  t h e  meeting of t h e  seventh s e s s ion  of t he  IPFC/IOFC J o i n t  Working Pa r ty  of 
Experts  on Indian Ocean and Western P a c i f i c  F ishery  S t a t i s t i c s  proposed f o r  
May 1987 would no t  t a k e  p l ace ,  s i n c e  t he  Working Par ty  would be abol i shed  a f t e r  
i t s  s i x t h  s e s s ion  i n  May 1985; 

( i i i )  t he  Sixty-second and S ix ty - th i rd  Sessions of t h e  IPFC Executive Committee would 
t ake  p lace  i n  September/October 1985 and September/October 1986, a s  recommended 
by t h e  S i x t y - f i r s t  Session of t h e  Executive Committee; and 

( i v )  t h e  Twenty -second Session. of IPFC and symposium would take  p l ace  i n  February 
'1987, a s  recommended by t he  Sixty-f irst Session of t h e  Executive Committee. 

REGIONAL FISHERY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE FOLLOW UP TO THE 
FA0 WORLD CONFERENCE ON FISHERIES MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

84 .  The Comnission considered t h i s  i t em  on t h e  b a s i s  of documents IPFC/84/11, 12 and 13 
and of a d d i t i o n a l  information provided by t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t .  



85. Appreciat ion was expressed by de lega t ions  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  taken by t h e  Di rec tor -  
General of FA0 i n  convening t he  World F i she r i e s  Conference a t  such an opportune time. 
Reference was made t o  recent  developments a f f e c t i n g  world f i s h e r i e s ,  f o r  example, t he  
adoption i n  1982 of t he  United Nations Convention on t h e  Law of t h e  Sea, i n  which t he  
concept of exc lus ive  economic zones was an e s s e n t i a l  element a s  regards  f i s h e r i e s ;  t h e  
l e v e l l i n g  off i n  world f i s h  ca tches  during t he  p a s t  decade; t he  widening gap between t h e  
supply of and demand f o r  food f i s h ;  and t he  r i s i n g  c o s t  i n  h a r v e s t i n g  product ion and man- 
agement, t oge the r  wi th  increas ing  p r i ce s  f o r  f i s h  products  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  food 
commodities. 

86. It was f e l t  t h a t  t he  Conference had d e f i n i t e l y  c r ea t ed  an awareness of t h e  presen t  
and p o t e n t i a l  r o l e  of f i s h e r i e s ,  and of t h e  con t r i bu t i on  they could make t o  n a t i o n a l  s e l f -  
s u f f i c i e n c y  i n  food product ion and toward food s e c u r i t y .  It had a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of n a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  t h e  h ighes t  l e v e l  and of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  needs and problems of t he  f i s h e r i e s  s e c t o r .  

8 7 .  The Conmission welcomed the  endorsement by t h e  World F i s h e r i e s  Conference of a  
S t r a t egy  f o r  F i she r i e s  Management and Development and t he  adoption of f i v e  Programmes of 
Action designed t o  a s s i s t  developing coun t r i e s ,  mostly a t  reg iona l  and subregional  l e v e l s ,  
t o  i nc r ea se  t h e i r  food product ion and improve t h e i r  i nd iv idua l  and co . l l e c t i ve  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  
i n  f i s h e r i e s .  

88. The Commission considered t h a t  the  Programmes of Action provided a  comprehensive and 
coherent  framework f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  development a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of f i s h e r i e s  by 
m u l t i l a t e r a l  and b i l a t e r a l  donors.  Delegat ions from developed c o u n t r i e s  i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  
they would be guided by t h e s e  Programmes when planning and implementing t h e i r  t e chn i ca l  
coopera t ion  p r o j e c t s  i n  f i s h e r i e s .  The Commission noted with s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  
had a l r e a d y  been i n i t i a t e d  wi th  b i l a t e r a l  and r m l t i l a t e r a l  donor agenc ies  and f inanc ing  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t h a t  d i s cus s ions  were being he ld  wi th  governments regard ing  o f f e r s  of 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  made a t  t h e  World F i s h e r i e s  Conference. Of t h e  es t imated  annual funding 
requirements  of US$ 15 mi l l i on  i nd i ca t ed  i n  t h e  r epo r t  of t h e  Conference, about two-thirds 
had a l ready  been committed o r  agreed t o  i n  p r i n c i p l e  by some donors f o r  t he  implementation 
of t h e  Programmes of Action i n  1985. The de lega t ion  of Japan s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  b a s i c  po l icy  
of i t s  count ry  was t o  provide t e chn i ca l  cooperat ion on a  b i l a t e r a l  b a s i s ,  bu t  t h a t  it was 
cons ider ing  making a  con t r i bu t i on  t o  s e l ec t ed  FA0 f i e l d  p r o j e c t s  i n  follow-up t o  t he  World 
F i s h e r i e s  Conference and t h a t  p roposa ls  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  were being s tud i ed  by t h e  Finance 
Minis t ry .  The de l ega t i on  of t h e  United Kingdom a l s o  i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  i t s  country h a d a  l a r g e l y  
b i l a t e r a l l y - o r i e n t e d  a s s i s t a n c e  programme, bu t  t h a t  it would endeavour t o  i n f l uence  those  
m u l t i l a t e r a l  agencies  t o  which i t  belonged s o  a s  t o  ensure t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  World 
F i s h e r i e s  Conference were taken i n t o  account .  

89.  The Commission then  reviewed t h e  Programmes of Act ion,  wi th  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r ence  t o  
t h e  s e c t o r a l  and geographical  components of i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  reg ion .  I n  doing s o ,  it took 
i n t o  account  t h e  recommendations made and t he  p r i o r i t i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Committee f o r  
t h e  Development and Management of F i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  South China Sea a t  i t s  t h i r d  and fou r th  
s e s s ions .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  proposals  a l ready  made under o t h e r  i tems of t h e  agenda, 
e s p e c i a l l y  with r e spec t  t o  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  and i n spec t i ons  systems, f i s h e r i e s  management 
techniques ,  assessment of shared. s t ocks ,  and t h e  ex tens ion  and s t rengthening  of t h e  Indo- 
P a c i f i c  Tuna Development and Management Programme, t he  Commission agreed t h a t  c e r t a i n  
a c t i v i t i e s  should be provided f o r  o r  expanded. P a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r ence  was made t o  adv i se  
on moni tor ing ,cont ro l  and su rve i l l ance ;  t r a i n i n g  of s c i e n t i s t s  and admin i s t r a to r s  f o r  
s u i t a b l e  per iods ;  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  development of f lood-p la in  f i s h e r i e s  and aquacul ture ;  
and t h e  u se  of t he  research  v e s s e l  DR FRIDTJOF NANSEK f o r  t h e  reg ion  i n  1986. It a l s o  
agreed t h a t  Programme of Action I1 on small-scale  f i s h e r i e s  development should i nc lude  a  
component f o r  t h e  South China Sea a r e a .  

90 .  The Commission gave some cons idera t ion  t o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  adopted by t h e  World 
F i s h e r i e s  Conference on s p e c i f i c  a spec t s  of f i s h e r i e s  management and development. As 
regards  t h e  promotion of f i s h  i n  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  ma lnu t r i t i on  and t h e  r o l e  of f i s h  i n  
food a i d ,  t he  Commission noted t h a t  t h e  co l l abo ra t i on  of t h e  F i s h e r i e s  Department wi th  t h e  
World Food Frogramme was be ing  i n t e n s i f i e d .  Focal po in t s  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  w i th in  t h e  
World Food Programme and FA0 t o  i d e n t i f y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  developing coun t r i e s ,  sources  of 
f i s h e r y  products  s u i t a b l e  f o r  use  i n  food-aid programmes. An informal Task Force of t h e  
Food Policy and Nu t r i t i on  Divis ion and of t h e  F i s h e r i e s  Department of FAO, wi th  t h e  



occasional  of t he  World Food Programme, was c u r r e n t l y  reviewing f i s h e r y  
development p r o j e c t s  t o  s t rengthen  t h e i r  n u t r i t i o n a l  impact. It was a l s o  advis ing  on t h e  
n u t r i t i o n a l  a spec t s  of Programme of Action V.  

91. The Commission paid p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t he  r e s o l u t i o n  concerning t h e  r o l e  of t he  
fisherman. Under . t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t he  Director-General of FA0 was i n v i t e d  t o  adopt  
Fishermen and F ish ing  Communities a s  a  theme f o r  World Food Day 1986, and t o  cons ide r  t he  
f e a s i b i l i t y  of proclaiming an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Year of t he  Fisherman and a  World F i s h e r i e s  
Day. It was informed t h a t  t h e  Council of FA0 had reviewed t h i s  ma t t e r  a t  i t s  e igh ty-s ix th  
sess ion  i n  November 1984. The Council had agreed with t h e  World F i s h e r i e s  Conference t h a t  
Fishermen and F i sh ing  Communities should be a  theme f o r  World Food Day i n  1986. As regards  
t he  pos s ib l e  proclamation of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Year of t he  Fisherman and of a  World 
F i s h e r i e s  Day, t h e  Council had noted t he  c r i t e r i a  and t h e  procedures l a i d  down i n  t h i s  
r e spec t  by t h e  General Assembly of t he  United Nations. Some members of t he  Council had 
encouraged FA0 t o  pursue t h e  ma t t e r  f u r t h e r  through app rop r i a t e  channels ,  bear ing  i n  mind 
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  and programme impl ica t ions .  Other members 'had considered t h a t  t h e  h ighes t  
p r i o r i t y  should be  given t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  implementation of those  elements of t h e  S t r a t egy  
and Programmes of Action which r e l a t e d  t o  t he  improvement of t he  s tandard  of l i v i n g  of 
fishermen and t h e i r  f ami l i e s .  

92. The de l ega t i on  of S r i  Lanka s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Honourable Minis te r  of F i s h e r i e s  of i t s  
country had proposed t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Year of t h e  Fisherman t o  t h e  
World F i s h e r i e s  Conference, both i n  recogni t ion  of t he  important r o l e  played by fishermen 
i n  providing p ro t e in  food and a s  a  means t o  improve t h e i r  l i v i n g  s tandard .  It expressed 
t he  hope t h a t  it  would be  pos s ib l e  t o  implement t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  World F i s h e r i e s  
Conference i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

SPECIAL ISSUES ARISING FROM THE TWENTIETH SESSION OF THE INDO-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION 

( a )  Mat te rs  r e l a t e d  t o  t he  func t i ons  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of IPFC 

93. The Commission was reminded t h a t ,  a t  i t s  previous sess ion  i n  Ba l i ,  it had d iscussed  
t h e  condi t ions  under which recommendations embodying management measures should be inp le -  
ment ed by member c o u n t r i e s ,  with p a r t i c u l a r  re fe rence  t o  t he  "objec t ion  procedure" followed 
i n  t h e  case  of o t h e r  r eg iona l  f i s h e r y  bodies .  It had then agreed t h a t  t he  agenda of i t s  
twen ty - f i r s t  s e s s i o n  should inc lude  an i tem on t h i s  ques t ion .  

94.  The ob j ec t i on  procedure was o u t l i n e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t .  The United S t a t e s  de lega t ion  
favoured i t s  adopt ion ,  while  o t h e r  de l ega t i ons  noted t h a t  any management measures needed 
t o  be based on r e l i a b l e  d a t a ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  of which should c o n s t i t u t e  a  
f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  f o r  t he  Commission. I n  t h e i r  opinion,  the adoption of t he  ob j ec t i on  pro- 
cedure was t he r e f  o re  premature. The Commission agreed t h a t  t h i s  ques t ion  could s t i l l  be 
taken  up a t  a  l a t e r  s e s s i o n ,  once t h e  above p r e r e q u i s i t e  had been met. Meanwhile, t he  
method of consensus followed so  f a r  by IPFC cons t i t u t ed  a  s u f f i c i e n t  guarantee f o r  t he  
implementation of recommendations formulated by t h e  Commission. 

(b)  Impl ica t ions  f o r  IPFC of pos s ib l e  changes i n  IOFC's terms of r e f e r ence  

95. The Commission was informed t h a t  under i t s  p resen t  terms of r e f e r ence ,  t he  Indian 
Ocean F ishery  Commission (IOFC) was respons ib le  only f o r  marine f i s h e r i e s .  A t  i t s  l a s t  
s e s s ion  i n  1982, i t  had d iscussed  a  suggest ion from i t s  Corn i t t e e  f o r  t h e  Development and 
Management of F i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  Bay of Bengal t h a t  inland f i s h e r i e s  and aquacul ture  should 
be included i n  i t s  terms of re fe rence .  The s t eps  necessary t o  amend the  IOFC S t a t u t e s  had 
t o  be taken by IOFC i t s e l f  and t he  Council of FAO, which would probably reques t  t h e  advice 
of t h e  Committee on F i s h e r i e s .  However, it had been agreed i n  1982 t h a t  t h e  impl ica t ions  
f o r  IPFC'S, r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h i s  suggested change should be  brought t o  t he  a t t e n t i o n  of 
t h e  Commission a t  i t s  twen ty - f i r s t  s e s s ion .  

96 .  It was r e c a l l e d  t h a t ,  with t h e  except ion of t h e  Maldives, a l l  t h e  Bay of Bengal 
coun t r i e s  were a l s o  members of IPFC and were p r e sen t ly  cooperat ing on in land  f i s h e r i e s  and 
aquacul ture  m a t t e r s  i n  two IPFC subs id i a ry  bodies :  t h e  Working Pa r ty  on Aquaculture and 
t h e  Working Pa r ty  of Experts  on Inland F i she r i e s .  Experts  from a l l  these  coun t r i e s  had 
a c t u a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  very  a c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  meetings of t h e  two working p a r t i e s  e a r l i e r  
t h i s  yea r ,  t o g e t h e r  with expe r t s  from Aus t r a l i a ,  China, Nepal, t he  Ph i l i pp ines ,  Singapore 



and t h e  United Kingdom (Hong Kong). I n  view of t h e  exchange of experience and e x p e r t i s e ,  
t h e  IPFC Working P a r t i e s  represen ted  very  va luable  f o r a  f o r  t e chn i ca l  cooperat ion between 
developing coun t r i e s  i n  t he  Indp-Pacific a r ea .  It was a l s o  po in ted  out  t h a t  Afr ican  
c o u n t r i e s  bordering t h e  Indian Ocean, a s  wel l  a s  i s l and  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  Southwest Indian 
Ocean, were a l ready  serv iced  by t h e  FA0 Committee f o r  Inland F i s h e r i e s  of Af r i ca .  

9 7 .  The Chairman of SCORRAD emphasized t h e  g r ea t  h t e r e s t  expressed by h i s  Committee i n  
t h e  work performed by t h e  two IPFC Working P a r t i e s  a t  t h e i r  l a s t  s e s s ion  and expressed t h e  
wish t h a t  IPFC should not  reduce i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  in land  f i s h e r i e s  and aquacul ture .  
Several  de l ega t i ons  considered t h a t  f o r  t h e  be s t  u t i l i z a t i o n  of a v a i l a b l e  s t a f f  and 
f i n a n c i a l  r e sou rce s ,  it was e s s e n t i a l  t o  avoid dup l i ca t i on  and overlapping.  

98. The de l ega t i on  of S r i  Lanka r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  view it had expressed a t  t h e  l a s t  s e s s ion  
of IOFC t h a t  it would be p r e f e r a b l e  t o  inc lude  in land  f i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  terms of r e f e r e n c e  
of IOFC wi th  a  view t o  formal iz ing  any informal  arrangements now e x i s t i n g  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  

(c)  Subjec ts  f o r  symposia a t  f u t u r e  sess ions  

99. The Commission considered pos s ib l e  sub j ec t s  f o r  t h e  symposium t o  be he ld  i n  conjunc t ion  
with t he  Twenty-second Session of IPFC on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  recommendation made i n  t h i s  
regard by t h e  Fourth Session of SCORRAD, which had been endorsed by t h e  S i x t y - f i r s t  Sess ion  
of t h e  Executive Committee. The sub j ec t  recommended was "Explo i ta t ion  and Nanagement of 
Marine Resources of t h e  IPFC region" and t he  symposium would c o n s i s t  of f i v e  main s e s s ions  
a s  follows: 

( i )  t h e  resources ;  

( i i )  increased use of under explo i ted  resources ;  

( i i i )  problems of c o n f l i c t ;  

( i v )  problems of over-capacity; and 

(v )  support ing a c t i o n .  

100. The Chairman of SCORRAD, i n  c l a r i f y i n g  t he  recommendation, s t a t e d  t h a t  whi le  t he  scope 
of t h e  sub j ec t  might a t  f i r s t  glance appear t o o  wide, t h e  most important s e s s ions  would be 
t hose  on "problems of c o n f l i c t "  and "problems of over-capacity". The f i r s t  s e s s ion  would 
b e  an i n t roduc t ion  and t h e  information a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t he  second s e s s i o n  would, by impli- 
c a t i o n ,  be l im i t ed .  The f i f t h  s e s s ion  would be i n  t he  n a t u r e  of summing-up. As a l s o  
s t a t e d  i n  t h e  SCORRAD r e p o r t ,  a l l  s e s s ions  would no t  r equ i r e  equal  t ime and t h e  symposium 
could be  s u i t a b l y  s t r u c t u r e d  t o  emphasize t h e  i m p o r t ~ n t  t o p i c s .  He a l s o  suggested t h e  
u s e  of well-researched "keynote" papers t o  se rve  as  foca l  p o i n t s  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  and fou r th  
s e s s ions .  

101 . The Commission f e l t  t h a t  t h e  sub j ec t  of e x p l o i t a t i o n  and management of marine resources  
could be  app rop r i a t e ,  and t h a t  t h e  major t o p i c s  should perhaps be "problems of c o n f l i c t "  
and "problems of over-capacity" ; I n  i t s  view, however, t h e  geographical  coverage was t o o  
wide and i l l - de f ined  and should t h e r e f o r e  be  confined t o  Southeast  Asia. Some de l ega t i ons  
considered t h a t  it would be p r e f e r ab l e  t o  adopt a  more p o s i t i v e  approach and t o  t ake  up t h e  
sub j ec t  of development of f i s h i n g  f o r  underexplo i ted  resources ,  e . g . ,  small  pe l ag i c s .  
The Commission agreed t h a t  a  small working group o r  s t e e r i n g  committee should meet w e l l  i n  
advance of t h e  symposium t o  f i n a l i z e  t h e  d e t a i l s .  

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

102. No o t h e r  mat te rs  were considered by t h e  Commission. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

103. A u s t r a l i a  and t h e  United S t a t e s  of America were unanimously e l e c t e d  a s  Chairman and 
Vice-chairman. 



104. ~ a n ~ 1 a d e s . h  and Indonesia were unanimously e l ec t ed  a s  the  o ther  two members of the  
Executive Committee, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t he  irnmediately-retired Chairman. 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE TWENTY-SECOND SESSION 

105. The de l ega t e .o f  A u s t r a l i a  ind ica ted  t h a t  he was no t  i n  a  pos i t i on  t o  make a formal 
o f f e r  a t  t h i s  t ime,  bu t  he  expressed t h e  hope t h a t  it would be poss ib l e  f o r  h i s  country a t  
a  l a t e r  d a t e  t o  make an o f f e r  t o  h o s t  t he  twenty-second sess ion .  His s tatement  was noted 
wi th  app rec i a t i on  by t h e  Commission. 

106. The exact  d a t e  and p lace  of t h e  s e s s ion  w i l l  be decided by the  Director-General of 
FA0 i n  consu l t a t i on  with t he  Chairman and the  a u t h o r i t i e s  of t he  hos t  country.  

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 

107. The Report was adopted by t h e  Commission on 15 December 1984 .  
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APPENDIX D 

Address of welcome by Mr Tengku Dato' Ubaidillah 
Chairman of the Indo-Pacific Fishery Commission [ ) 

Honourable Deputy Minister of Agriculture, 

The Assistant Director-General of FAO, Mr J.E. Carroz, 

The Secretary-General, Ministry of Agriculture, 

Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Delegates, Observers, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Indo-Pacific Fisheries Commission I would like to thank the Honourable 
The Deputy Minister of Agriculture for this presence here this morning. To all delegates 
and observers attending this 21st session of IPFC as well as to all FA0 officials, may I 
take this opportunity to welcome you all to Malaysia. I hope all of you will enjoy your 
short stay here. To our distinguished guests who have been able to give us some of their 
time at this function, may I extend IPFC's sincere appreciation and thanks. 

IPFC's sessions take place once in two years. It is a gathering of fisheries officials 
from member countries and from regional and international organisations with the main objec- 
tive of finding solutions to fisheries problems. IPFC, through its various committees and 
working parties of experts, has a challenging task of providing advice to member countries 
on the very complex issue of fishery resource management, both in already heavily exploited 
coastal fisheries as well as in new fisheries of the exclusive economic zones. Similarly 
IPFC is also providing advice to members on other areas of fisheries development such as 
aquaculture, inland fisheries, statistics, fish processing technology and marketing. 

The last two years since the 20th Session of IPFC in Indonesia, have seen a lot of 
activities accomplished. Almost all the decisions and recommendations made at the 20th 
Session have been carried out. The Executive Committee of IPFC which met herein Kuala 
Lumpur in October this year expressed satisfaction with the progress. I would like to 
express IPFC's gratitude and appreciation to FA0 and the 1PFC.qecretariatfor their dedica- 
tion to the objectives of the Indo-Pacific Fishery Commission. 

This 21st session of IPFC will also have a special task related to the outcome of the 
FA0 World Fisheries Conference which was recently held in Rome. This is the first time that 
a World Fisheries Conference has been held to discuss and endorse strategies for fisheries 
development and management including associated action programmes. This IPFC session will 
have to study the implications of such strategies and action programmes in its area of 
competence. Follow up actions would have to be proposed for this region. At this point 
I would like to add that we owe a great deal to Mr J.E. Carroz, in his capacity as the 
Secretary-General of the World Fisheries Conference for his great contribution to the 
success of the Conference. Now that he is the new Assistant Director-General of the FA0 
Fisheries Department, he has the unique opportunity to ensure implementation of the resol- 
utions and recommendations of the Conference. As Chairman of IPFC, I can assure him that 
we as a group inthisregion - being the oldest regional fisheries body (already 36 years 
in existence) - will give Mr Carroz all the support and cooperation to ensure that fisher- 
men and fishing communities and fish farmers in this region will benefit from these follow 
up actions. 

IPFC is the umbrella body for various committees and, in line with changing fisheries 
situations, it is necessary for IPFC to study ways and means to make these committees more 
effective in playing their roles. This, I believe, will be another challenging task for 
the present IPFC Session. 

Lastly, I am confident that we can all come up with definite progrartunes of action for 
the next two years that can be of benefit to the fisheries development and management in our 
Indo-Pacific region. 

Thank you. 
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Statement of Mr J.E. Carroz, Assistant Director-General, 
(~isheri es Depar$mzt) --- 

Honourable Deputy Yinister, 
Mr Chairman, 
Distinguished Delegates and Observers, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is indeed a privilege and an honour for me to participate in this ~wenty-first 
session of the Indo-Pacific Fisheries Commission. I welcome the opportunity to visit Kuala 
Lumpur and renew my acquaintance with fisheries colleagues working in this part of the world 
which is close to my heart. I bring with me the warm greetings of Mr Edouard Saouma, the 
Director-General of FAO, and his sincere good wishes for a fruitful meeting. He has also 
asked me to express FAO's special appreciation to you, Honourable Minister, and to the 
Government of Malaysia for the kind invitation to hold the present session of the Commission 
in your federal capital. 

Mr Chairman, since the last session of the Commission, held in Bali in November 1982, 
there have been significant developments in world fisheries. As we all know, the long and 
arduous work of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea finally culminated, 
in December 1982, in the opening for signature of the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea, with the principle of exclusive economic zones a major feature. This Convention 
recognizes a new situation as far as fisheries are concerned. 

In order to help translate into practical solutions the innovative and far-reaching 
concepts of the new regime of the oceans, FA0 organized a World Conference on Fisheries 
Management and Development in Rome from 27 June to 6 July of this year. 

While the subject of the World Fisheries Conference will be discussed in more detail 
under item 6 of your agenda, I should like to report briefly on the major accomplishments 
of the Conference. 

The World Fisheries Conference endorsed a Strategy for fisheries Management and Develop- 
ment which contains principles and guidelines for consideration by governments and organi-. 
zations when planning and implementing fisheries policies and programmes. It also approved 
five Programmes of Action designed to assist developing countries, mostly at regional and 
sub-regional levels, to increase their fish production and improve their individual and 
collective self-reliance in fisheries. These Programmes provide, for the first time, a 
comprehensive and coherent framework for international development assistance in the field 
of fisheries by multilateral and bilateral donors, based on needs of developing countries 
and policies of donors. 

Mr Chairman, the recent session of the FA0 Council agreed that the implementation of 
the Strategy and of the Programmes of Action would require adjustment of FA0 activities 
in fisheries under both the Regular Programme and the Field Programme. In response to the 
Council's directives, I am pleased to inform this Commission that the Regular Programme 
work plans of the Fisheries Department of FA0 for 1985 have already been adapted to ensure, 
within approved resource levels, the provision of technical advice and support needed for 
the planning and implementation of the Programmes of ~ction. The ~irector-General has also 
decided to take into account the results of the World Fisheries Conference when formulating 
proposals for the Programme of Work and Budget for 1986-87. Furthermore, FA0 has already 
initiated a series of negotiations with various bilateral and multilateral donor agencies 
and financing institutions that have indicated their willingness to cooperate in the 
implementation of the Progranunes. 

In order to strengthen fisheries activities in the Indo-Pacific region, FA0 has already 
apportioned part of its Regular Programme budget for the present biennium to the financing 
of some of the key activities envisaged by this Commi,ssion at its last session. These 
lnclude holding seminars and workshops pertaining to specific areas of fisheries development 



and management, such as resource appraisal, fishery statistics, fisheries development plan- 
ning, fish utilization and marketing. We have also envisaged further activities for the 
region which will be implemented during the next biennium. As requested by the sixty-first 
session of the Executive Committee of this Commission, the activities planned or envisaged 
under the Regular Programme for the region are summarized in an information note submitted 
to the present session of the Commission. 

We have also adjusted regional and sub-regional fisheries projects relevant to the 
Indo-Pacific region in the framework of the five Programmes of Action. The Commission will 
have the opportunity to review these projects under item 6 of the agenda. 

With your permission, Mr Chairman, I would like to turn now to the substantive items 
of your agenda which require your special attention. 

Under item 4(a), you will consider the state of exploitation of marine fish stocks 
in the region, with special reference to shared stocks. Our appraisal indicates that the 
inshore and near-shore fishery resources in the tropical zones, such as demersal fish and 
shrimps of the region, have been intensely fished, while offshore resources, such as small 
pelagic fish and cephalopods, are still underexploited. 

The total annual catch of the marine fishery resources in the Indo-Pacific region has 
been estimated at 7 million tons; that is approximately ten percent of the world catch. 
However, a far greater catch would be possible if suitable management schemes - conserva- 
tion of fully exploited resources on the one hand, and the development of underexploited 
resources on the other - were applied to these resources. 

With regard to shrimp resources, I should likd to refer to the FAO/Australia Workshop 
on the Management of Tropical Shrimp ~isheries which was held in Queensland, Australia, 
during October/November of this year. The management of shrimp fisheries is 'probably the 
most pressing problem in this region, and the workshop provided a reappraisal of manage- 
ment options, in particular the significant increase in value that can be realized by 
delaying fishing activities until the shrimp have reached a certain size. The Workshop 
also noted the interdependence between industrial and small-scale shrimp fisheries and 
presented a bio-economic model as an aid to governments in determining appropriate national 
policies for these fisheries. I should like to express our appreciation to the Government 
of Australia for their timely initiative and generous support. 

Under item 4(b) dealing with tuna, the Commission is invited to consider the Report of 
the Ad Hot Workshop on Tuna Stock Assessment which was held in August of this year in 
Jakarta. It will note that larger tunas and billfishes in the Indo-Pacific region have 
been nearly or fully exploited. No substantial greater catches are therefore expected. 
However, there is still ample room for further expansion of little tuna and skipjack 
fisheries. 

In this connection, the Commission will have the opportunity to discuss the problems 
related to the collection and dissemination of tuna statistics and to reactivate its 
special Committee on Management of Indo-Pacific Tuna. 

With respect to items 4(c) and b(d), the IPFC Working Parties on Inland Fisheries and 
on Aquaculture, when meeting in New Delhi in January of this year, made several concrete 
recommendations concerning their future activities. The Commission may wish to consider 
assigning priorities to these proposals. In aquaculture, the presence of the Network of 
Aquaculture Centres in Asia has helped to foster collaboration in research and technical 
cooperation between developing countries in the region. The problem of disease outbreaks, 
which is common to a number of countries, has also served to emphasize the need for 
regional collaboration. In this connection, I am pleased to inform the Commission that a 
TCP regional project on fish diseases in Southeast Asia has now been formulated and approved 
in principle by FAO, subject to requests from at least three countries in the region. Two 
countries, Burma and Thailand, have already submitted their requests. 

In the area of inland capture fisheries, there is also an enhanced interest in prob- 
lems shared by several countries: for example, the biology of some migratory species 
such as HiZsa; the management of lake and reservoirs, including stocking and introduction 
of fish, and weed control; lastly, the management of mangrove and brackish water resources 
and water quality. 



Another major issue of great interest in the region, particularly to those countries 
that export fishery products, is item 4(e) - fish utilization and marketing. Under this 
item, special mention should be made of the regional fish marketing information service 
for the Asia and Pacific region, INFOFISH. This project is well on the way to financial 
autonomy but we are grateful that UNDP has now agreed to fund some of the technical advisory 
activities of the project, and we also greatly appreciate the support provided by Malaysia. 
This is a most crucial area because the long-term position of,the fish exportins industry 
in the region will depend on assuring a high quality level of the products and on diversi- 
fying production. Some exporting countries in the region are experiencing frequent rejec- 
tions'of their products by importing countries, caused mainly by the lack of adequate 
quality control standards. INFOFISH has made a thorough review of quality control and 
inspection systems for fish products in member countries and identified various areas for 
closer collaboration in this field among countries. Following a suggestion of the sixth 
session of the IPFC Working Party on Fish Technology and Marketing, which met in Melbourne 
last October, we are proposing to convene a technical consultation to further examine such 
possibilities. 

The last substantive issue which needs your special attention is regional fisheries 
development activities. This will be discussed under agenda item 6. 

Mr Chairman, FA0 has been executing several global and regional fisheries projects 
funded by UNDP and bilateral donor agencies, notably Australia, Japan, Norway and Sweden, 
for the benefit of countries in the Indo-Pacific region. Special mention should be made 
of global projects such as the UNDP-funded projects on the survey and identification of 
world marine fish resources and the fisheries vessels pool agreement. These projects will 
continue to assist governments in obtaining essential data and information for their 
fisheries development planning. 

FA0 attaches importance to the strengthening of regional and sub-regional collaboration 
in fisheri,es management and development by providing technical support to regional fishery 
bodies. Your Commission will have the opportunity to review the comments and recommenda- 
tions of the Committee for the Development and Management of Fisheries in the South China 
Sea regarding FAO's proposal for the continuation of the technical support to the Committee 
beyond 1984. 

As the UNDP-funded project on Tuna Management in the Indian and Pacific Oceans and the 
project funded by Japan on the Investigation of Indian Ocean and Western Pacific Small Tuna 
Resources, will terminate in 1985, FA0 is submitting for the Commission's consideration at 
this session a project proposal to continue these activities beyond 1985. 

The other important regional projects relevant to the region are INFOFISH, financed 
by Norway and based here in Kuala Lumpur; the FAO/UNDP Network of Aquaculture Centres in 
Asia, based in Bangkok; the Swedish-funded project on the Development of Small-scale 
Fisheries in the Bay of Bengal, based in Madras and partly in Colombo; and the FAO/UNDP 
project Regional Fisheries Coordinator for the South Pacific. 

As regards the Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia, the Commission may note that 
the UNDP funding support will terminate at the end of 1984. The further funding of the 
project depends on the recommendations of a joint UNDP/FAO review mission which has recently 
completed its task. 

With respect to the project Regional Fisheries Coordinator for the South Pacific, a 
draft project document for the next phase has been prepared, covering a five-year period 
(1 985-89) with increased budget and staffing. This includes additional support for ' the 
Forum Fisheries Agency. 

The Bay of Bengal Project is scheduled to terminate in June 1985. However, the Swedish 
authorities have given us to understand informally that the project will continue to receive 
the same level of financial support from Sweden for the period July 1985 to December 1986. 

Mr Chairman, other activities which should also be mentioned are the cooperarive 
research network in fish processing technology in the IPFC area funded by Australia and the 
training course in acoustic surveys and stock assessment, including the newly-approved 



project on Assistance and Training in Handling Acoustic Equipment under a Norway-funded 
programme. Furthermore, we hope that the ASEAN/UNDP/FAO Regional Project on Coastal Small- 
scale Fisheries Development will become operational in 1985. 

Lastly, I should like to make special reference to the role of the FA0 Regional Office 
for Asia and the Pacific in assisting countries in the region in various aspects of fishe- 
ries management and development. Under the leadership and guidance of Xr Puri, the Regional 
Office complements very effectively the activities of Headquarters. 

With these remarks, Mr Chairman, I should like to conclude my statement by again 
thanking the Honourable Minister and the Government of Malaysia, on behalf of the partici- 
pants and the Secretariat, for your generous hospitality and the excellent facilities pro- 
vided for our session. I wish you all a successful and fruitful meeting. 



APPENDIX F 

Inaugural address by Dr Goh Cheng Teik, Deputy Minister of 
.Agriculture of Malaysia 

The Federation of Malaysia is deeply honoured to host this international conference on 
fisheries in the Indo-Pacific region. May I join the Conference Chairman who is also,the 
Malaysian Director-General of Fisheries, in wishing you Selamat Datang ke Malaysia (Welcome 
to Malaysia). 

The Indo-Pacific Fishery Commission has a long history. It was founded way back in 
1948 when large parts of the Asiatic continent were still under colonial rule. In terms of 
age, the Indo-Pacific Fishery Commission is nearly as old as the United Nations Organization. 

Over the years, IPFC has evolved - from an advisory council into an action-oriented 
commission. It has established many standing committees and working parties, sponsored 
numerous workshops, seminars, symposia and conferences and published countless memoranda 
and reports. 

I cannot pretend to be an expert in fisheries but I am impressed by the range of 
subjects covered by IPFC. You have given meticulous attention to almost everything fishy 
under the sun, including oceanic fisheries, coastal fisheries, demersal fishing, pelagic 
fishing, inland fisheries and aquaculture, fish handling and processing and fish marketing. 
Let me congratulate your thirty-six-year-old commission on the excellent work you have done 
so far. 

At this Twenty-first Session held here in Kuala Lumpur, IPFC is focussing on the 
exploitation and management of marine resources of the IPFC region. This is a wise decision 
because many IPFC countries are facing a common problem, namely, the over-exploitation of 
their coastal marine resources by their own fishermen. 

In Malaysia, the authorities have reacted to this over-exploitation of inshore fishery 
resources by imposing controls - by limiting the net licences issued, by restricting access 
to inshore fishing grounds and by insisting on heavy penalties for violators of the law. 
Needless to say, those fishermen affected by such curbs resent the actions of government. 

Taking strong action to check against over-exploitation of inshore marine resources is 
an unpleasant duty which the authorities have to perform but the Malaysian Government is 
not negative in its outlook. It realizes that fishermen are human beings. They have 
dependents who have to be housed, clothed and fed. On the contrary, the Malaysian Govern- 
ment believes in a positive approach to the solution of this problem. If a source of in- 
come is closed, alternative sources of income should be opened. That is why the Malaysian 
Government is urging those f ishermqn who are obliged to abandon inshore fisheries, to 
venture into offshore fishing to branch into aquaculture or to enter into downstream 
activities like fish preservation and processing. 

Here is where IPFC can assist Malaysia and other Indo-Pacific nations which are in a 
similar predicament. Firstly, identify for us - with the help of satellite remote sensing 
or survey vessels - the under-exploited offshore marine resources so that we can per,suade 
our inshore fishermen to go there and fish for all kinds of fish, including sardines and 
tuna, as well as for squids, octopuses and the like. Secondly, demonstrate to us how aqua- 
culture can be carried out successfully so that we can teach our fishermen to culture 
freshwater, brackishwater and marine fishes, freshwater and marine prawns, oysters, mussles 
and so on. Thirdly, train us in fish technology so that we can instruct our fishermen in 
the modern techniques of fish preservation and processing. 

Malaysia has access to the same seas as Philippines, Indonesia and Thailand but 
Malaysia's catch in 1982 was only 666 000 tons compared with Philippines' 1 259 000 tons, 
Indonesia's 1 490 000 tons and Thailand's 1 749 000 tons. There are rich fishery resources 
in the Andaman Sea, the South China Sea and the Sulu Sea which Malaysian fishermen can 
exploit. 



In the field of aquaculture, there are at least 307 469 hectareso£ freshwater areasand 
499 764 hectares of brackishwater areas which are suitable for aquaculture but have not 
yet been exploited. Rivers like ~ungai Pahang, Sungai Perak, Rajang, Batang Lupan, Baram, 
Limbang and Kinabatangan and reservoirs like Temenggor, Pedu, Muda, Bukit Merah and 
Chenderoh can support large-scale commercial operations. 

In the realm of fish processing, the existing calming factories in Malaysia are 
crying out for sardines, tuna, prawns and other raw materials for canning. There is scope 
for inshore fishermen who are interested in fish processing to invest in new factories, 
provided supplies of raw ingredients from offshore fisheries and aquaculture are forth- 
coming in the future. 

I am pleased to note that many officials from Malaysia's Department of Fisheries, 
the Fishery Development Board (Majuikan) and the Ministry of Agriculture are attending 
this conference. I trust they will study the papers carefully, listen to the foreign 
experts attentively and jot down ideas and suggestions which can be beneficial to 
Malaysian fishermen. 

In closing, let me wish you an interesting and fruitful conference. IPFC has grown 
from a purely advisory council into an action-oriented commission with definite program- 
mes. Let me advise you to be more action-oriented. Above all, be constantly fishermen- 
oriented! IPFC exists for fishermen. Your success or failure will not rest on how 
frequent your seminars are or how prolific your publication is. In the final analysis, 
you will be judged by your ability or inability to influence the living standards of 
fishermen in the Indo-Pacific region. 

And now I have great pleasure in declaring the IPFC Conference open. 



APPENDIX G 

Summary of Main Recommendations 

Review of Major Fisheries in the Region 

Marine 

Study in detail construction of artificial reefs (para. 16(i)). 

Provide technical assistance for implementation of suitable regulatory measures 
(para. l6(ii)). 

Identify areas or specific communities suitable for implementation of pilot manage- 
ment schemes (para. 1 9 ) .  

Organize a workshop on management of multispecies fisheries (para. 23). 

Tuna - 
Extend external support for the project Tuna Management in the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans (IPTP) until 1987, revise it and delimit areas to include the Indian Ocean 
and Southeast Asia (para. 36). 

The Special Committee on Management of Indo-Pacific Tunashouldmeet before next 
session of Commission (para. 4 4 ) .  

Discontinue practice of holding joint meetings of the Tuna Committees of IOFC and 
IPFC (para. 44) . 
Inland Fisheries 

Endorse the priorities recommended by the Working Parties on Inland Fisheries 
(para. 56). 

Topic for next joint meeting of the Working Parties on Inland Fisheries and on 
Aquaculture should be the management of coastal lagoons and mangrove areas (par. 57). 

Aquaculture 

Endorse the priorities reconnuended by the Working Party on Aquaculture (para. 63 and 
64). 

Fish Utilization and Marketing 

Endorse the proposal to convene a Conference of Plenipotentiaries to adopt an 
Agreement for the Establishment of an Intergoverhmental Organization for Marketing 
Information and Advisory Services for fishery products in the Asia and Pacific 
region (INFOFISH) (para. 6 9 ) .  

Pay increased attention to improving the quality of fish (para. 76) .  

Expand the present long-term work programme of the Working Party on Fish Technology 
and Marketing to include more effort on quality control and inspection (para.'76'. 

Bold a Consultation on Fish Technology and Quality Assurance (para. 78). 

Proposals for Future Inter-sessional Activities 

1 .  Abolish the IPFC/IOFC Joint Working Party of Experts on Indian Ocean and Western 
Pacific Fishery Statistics after the May 1985 session (para. 80). 

2.  Abolish the IPFC Working Party of Experts on Central and Western Pacific Skipjack 
(para. 81). 



3 .  The IPFC Special Committee on Management of Indo-Pacific Tuna to consider the 
establishment of a group to carry out stock assessment work on tuna (para. 82). 

Regional Fishery Development Activities with Particular Reference to the Follow-up to the 
FA0 World Conference on Fisheries Management and Development 

1 .  Expand activities of the programmes to include advice on monitoring, control and 
surveillance, training of scientists and administrators, assistance in the 
development of floodplain fisheries and aquaculture (para. 89). 

2. Make plans for the research vessel DR FRIDTJOF NANSEN to operate in the region 
in I986 (para. 89). 

3. Include a component for the South China Sea in the Programme of Action No. I1 
(para. 89). 

Special Issues Arising from the Twentieth Session of the '1ndo-~acif ic Fishery Commission 

(a) Matters Related to the Functions and3~esponsibilities of IPFC 

1 . Bring up the question of the "objection procedureff at a later session (para. 94). 

(b) Subject for Symposia at Future Sessions 

1 .  Subject for the Symposium to be held in conjunction with the Twenty-second Session 
of IPFC will be "Exploitation and Managementof Marine Resources of the IPFC Region" 
(para. 99). 

Election of Officers 

1. Members of the Executive Committee: 

Australia - Chairman 
United States of America - Vice-chairman (para. 103) 
Bangladesh - Member 
Indonesia - Member 
Malaysia - Member (para, 104). 

Date and Place of Twenty-second Session 

Tentatively February 1987 in Australia (para. 105). 


