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F (and) LR is… 
• a process that aims to regain ecological integrity and enhance human 

well being in deforested or degraded forest landscapes. 
• It involves people coming together to restore the function and 

productivity of degraded forest lands - through a variety of place-
based interventions, including new tree plantings, managed natural 
regeneration, or improved land management.   

• FLR relies on active stakeholder engagement in the process and can 
accommodate a mosaic of different land uses, including agriculture, 
agroforestry, protected wildlife reserves, regenerated forests, 
managed plantations, and riverside plantings to protect waterways, 
just to name a few.  

• FLR is a more than just planting trees – it is restoring a full landscape 
“forward” to meet present and future need and provide multiple 
benefits and accommodate multiple uses over time. Regenerated 
forests can buffer wildlife reserves, protect water supplies, or 
encourage agroforestry economies. FLR is placed based and fluid.  
 https://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/forest/fp_our_work/fp_our_work_thematic/fp

_our_work_flr/  
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Forest interventions (including FLR) are 
characterized by…  

• Long time horizons 

• Significant temporal lags between 
interventions and impacts 

• Complexity 

• Diversity of interests, capacities, objectives, 
actors 

• Uncertainty (risk?) 

 
http://profor.info/node/2249  

http://profor.info/node/2249


Enabling conditions… 

• A set of conditions 

• That allow us 

• To deliberately move from the current state  

• To a future desired state  

150m ha by 2020? 350 by 2030? 2 billion by 2100? 



 CAPACITIES, KNOWLEDGE, SCIENCE 

 INVESTMENT ALIGNED W/FLR,  
 PRIVATE SECTOR SUPPORT  

 GOVERNANCE, POLICIES, LEADERSHIP,  
 POLITICAL WILL 

 COMMUNICATION, INFORMATION,  
 PARTNERSHIPS, NETWORKS 

 ENGAGEMENT, CHAMPIONS, PARTICIPATION 

 TECHNOLOGY 

 EFFECTIVE COORDINATION 

SUPPORTIVE & ALIGNED…… 





• This diagnostic tool helps identify which 
key success factors for forest landscape 
restoration are already in place and which 
are missing within a country or landscape 
being considered for restoration.  

• Those that are missing are the most likely 
relevant barriers to successful restoration.  

• When applied prior to launching a 
restoration effort, the tool can help 
decision-makers and restoration 
stakeholders focus their efforts on getting 
the missing key success factors in place – 
before large amounts of human, financial, 
or political capital have been invested.  

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2014-030.pdf  
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History indicates that forest landscape 
restoration is possible. 

Many countries—including Costa Rica, Niger, South Korea, Sweden, and the 
United States—have recovered forest landscapes during the past century in a 
manner that could be considered “successful” in terms of being at a 
significant scale and generating stakeholder benefits.  
Analysis of 16 cases  — complemented by peer-reviewed literature suggests 
that a successful restoration process exhibits three common themes: 
 A clear motivation. Decision makers, landowners, and/or citizens were 

inspired or motivated to catalyze processes that led to forest landscape 
restoration. 

 Enabling conditions in place. A number of ecological, market, policy, 
social, and institutional conditions were in place that created a favorable 
context for forest landscape restoration. 

 Capacity and resources for sustained implementation. Capacity and 
resources were mobilized to implement forest landscape restoration on a 
sustained basis on the ground. 

 

http://www.wri.org/publication/restoration-diagnostic 
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http://www.wri.org/publication/restoration-diagnostic  
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When applied periodically over time as a 
landscape is being restored, the tool can 
help decision-makers and implementers 

sustain restoration progress through 
adaptive management. 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2014-030.pdf  
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http://profor.info/node/2249  

There is a particular need to identify robust indicators to track 
and assess the impacts of forest-related investments.  

 
There is little systematic knowledge on the availability of such 
predictive proxies in the sector, what form they should take, 

and the conditions under which they are effective.  

http://profor.info/node/2249




What to Measure, assess, guess, monitor 

Measure and monitor IMPACT towards larger 
goal (people and environment) 

 
Asses/guess enabling conditions 

 
M&E project impacts (remove blockages, 

capacity building, etc) 
 
 

Always err on the side of simplicity 


