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inFO news 43 – October 2016 

New momentum for  

fast-growing tree cultivation in the green economy 

Key outcomes of the 25th Session of the International Poplar 

Commission Berlin, Germany, 13–16 September 2016 

The 25th Session of the International Poplar Commission, held at the Adlershof Convention Center in 

Berlin-Schönefeld, was a large international gathering initiated by the International Polar Commission 

(IPC) under the auspices of the German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL) and FAO, with 

organizational support from the German Agency for Renewable Resources (FNR). Germany was also the 

host of the 7th Session of the IPC and the 5th International Poplar Congress held in Cologne and Baden-

Baden in 1953, when the priority was the restoration of degraded landscapes in the aftermath of World 

War II.  

©Alberto del Lungo. Participants of the 25th IPC-Session in front of the Adlershof Convention Center. 

The IPC session’s scientific programme comprised more than 150 technical presentations in four plenary 

and 36 concurrent sessions, and a number of study-tours in and around Berlin, central Germany and to 

Southern Sweden. The key outcomes of the event can be summarized as follows: 
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Czech Republic a new IPC member. The IPC Chairperson announced the admission of the Czech Republic 

as a new member of the Commission. A National Poplar Commission and a Secretariat had been 

established and support for the culture of poplars, willows and other fast-growing trees had been initiated 

in close collaboration with the Ministry of the Environment, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forests and 

the IPC Secretariat.  

Poplars, willows and other fast-growing trees show many positive attributes. These tree species have 

key roles in the provision of wood and fiber for a broad range of forest products and are an increasingly 

important resource for the production of biofuel. They also contribute to the restoration of degraded 

forests and agricultural lands and to combating desertification in challenging environments, e.g. on 

degraded, salt-affected sites. Globally, poplars and willows account for more than 100 million ha of natural 

and planted forests, an area that exceeds the combined land area of Belgium, France and Germany. Over 

many decades, poplars and willows have been favoured by farmers and forest enterprises for their fast 

growth, easy propagation, adaptation to poor soils, easy cultivation and for the broad range of possible 

uses.  

Fast-growing trees are a significant renewable resource. Most European countries are committed to 

achieving the ambitious European Union goal of increasing their share of renewable energy sources by 

2030. Rising future demand for wood as a renewable resource requires additional or improved planted 

forests in order to withdraw pressure from natural forests and to help restore degraded landscapes. The 

potential for an increased supply of wood, both through forest tree breeding and the enhanced cultivation 

of fast-growing trees in and outside forests, has not yet been fully utilized. With the necessary investment 

and training to support the cultivation of more climate-adapted and quality-tailored plant material e.g. 

through plant breeding, and in processing technologies, poplars, willows and other fast-growing trees 

could be a significantly greater source of future renewable resources.  

Investments in sustainable woodfuel production carry risks. The production of woodfuel from poplar 

and willow plantations may develop as a feasible and profitable option for sustainable biomass 

production, depending on oil-price trends and supportive forest policy measures woodfuel from short 

rotation coppice (SRC) compares favourably with non-renewable energy sources, given its environmental 

and energy potential, However, for many investors SRC’s commercial performance is still unattractive and 
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carries several risks. More investment and research in breeding for yield increase in combination with 

good drought-resistance is therefore required.  

 

Increasing market demand for poplar products and better trade data. The global production of industrial 

poplar roundwood is estimated at 110 million m3/year. Most of the poplar roundwood is consumed locally 

for producing wood-based panels, with only four million m3 poplar logs and 1 million m3 sawnwood being 

traded internationally. However, roundwood production and international trade is growing, with the 

value of global log and sawnwood imports now exceeding US$ 300 million per year. From 2017, more 

reliable trade data on poplar will be available. The World Customs Organization’s Harmonized System 

(HS), used by all countries, will have a publicly available six-digit code to document the international trade 

of poplar/aspen logs and sawnwood. Thus, official export/import data from customs records will become 

available for all countries trading poplar wood.  

 

Significance of the private sector. In many developing and developed countries, private companies 

comprising nursery managers, tree breeders, growers, wood processors and industrial users are the 

driving force behind the innovative development of poplars, willows and other fast-growing trees. An 

example is the European Poplar Association (ProPopulus) that was founded in 2008 by a number of private 

companies in Belgium, France, Italy and Spain. Among others, it strives to position poplar as a strategic 

raw material for the 21st century, present a platform for the exchange of information, provide reliable 

statistics and monitor European issues relevant for the poplar sector. ProPopulus together with IPC-

working party no 4 Sustainable Livelihoods, Land-use, Products and Bio-energy was instrumental in 

organizing and implementing the Conference on Engineered Wood Products Based Upon Poplar and 

Willow in León, Spain, prior to the 25th IPC session.  

 

Approval of IPC reform narrowly missed. The theme of the 25th IPC-Session “Poplars and Other Fast-

Growing Trees – Renewable Resources for Future Green Economies” reflects the proposed expansion of 

IPC’s thematic scope by including in its portfolio, in addition to poplars and willows, other genera/species 

with similar attributes for industrial and energy uses, ecological and environmental restoration and carbon 

sinks. As the host of the 25th Session, the German Government as well as many other eminent delegates, 

welcomed the proposed institutional reform of the Commission's work that it was felt would have 

revitalized and expanded the Commission’s membership and its geographic and technical scope as well 

as its relevance to member countries.  
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As a Convention between Governments, the IPC-reform process is complex and time-consuming. The 

proposal for reform was initially recommended by the Committee on Forestry (COFO) at its 21th Session 

in 2012 and supported by COFO23 in 2016, which encouraged the IPC Executive Committee to continue 

the reform process and to seek approval for the proposed amendments relating to the reform of the IPC 

from the delegates of the 25th IPC Session. Such approval would require a two-thirds majority of the IPC 

membership (38 member countries). Although unanimously in favour of the IPC reform, the 25th IPC 

Session was two votes short of achieving the required two-thirds majority of the membership. However, 

given the unanimous vote in favour of reform (23 out of 23 votes cast), the out-going and the in-coming 

Executive Committee will remain committed to continuing the IPC reform process. The session proposed 

that the 49th Executive Committee Meeting be convened to coincide with COFO24 in 2018 at FAO 

headquarters in Rome, Italy, so that IPC member states can repeat the voting procedures. 

 

Restructuring of the IPC working parties. A thematic restructuring of the existing working parties was 

proposed by the 47th and 48th Executive Committee meetings and implemented for the first time at the 

Berlin session. It does not require amendments to the Convention and was accomplished through the 

merger or termination of some of the old working parties, besides the establishment of one new working 

party. The new working parties are: (1) Taxonomy, Nomenclature and Registration; (2) Domestication and 

Conservation of Genetic Resources; (3) Plant Health, Resilience to Threats and Climate Change; (4) 

Sustainable Livelihoods, Land-use, Products and Bio-energy; (5) Environmental and Ecosystem Services; 

and (6) Policy, Communication and Outreach. The business meetings at the 25th IPC-Session defined the 

new themes, scope, office bearers and programmes of action of the new working parties. The demand of 

many participants to contribute to their work was overwhelming.  

 

 

                               © M. Weih.  Participants queue up to subscribe to the new Working Parties.  
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Best Poster Awards. The more than 60 scientific posters presented at the 25th IPC-Session were evaluated 

by an independent expert panel for their formatting, content and clarity in communicating the 

introduction/background, materials and methods, results and discussion and conclusions. Awards to the 

five winners were presented to authors from Argentina, Italy and Germany. Winners received a formal 

Best Poster Award Certificate and a copy of the book “Poplars and Willows - Trees for Society and the 

Environment”. 

 

 

                ©W.Kollert. Raters and Winners of the Best Posters Award. 

 

Country Progress Reports for the period 2012 through 2015 were received from the National Poplar 

Commissions of 21 IPC member countries and three non-member countries. Additionally, 19 IPC member 

countries and two non-member countries completed the questionnaire on the development of the 

national polar and willow resources and markets. The contents of the National Reports were synthesized 

into two IPC Working Papers: (1) IPC/15 “Synthesis of Country Progress Reports, Activities Related to 

Poplar and Willow Cultivation and Utilization, 2012 through 2015” and (2) IPC/16 “Publications Listed in 

Country Progress Reports”. The Working Papers were available on the Internet prior to the 25th Session 

and distributed to all participants in electronic copies. Additionally, the Synthesis was presented as a 

Keynote Address “Trends and Perspectives in Poplar and Willow Cultivation – a Global Synthesis of 

Country Progress Reports”, to the plenary session 

 

Products delivered by the IPC Secretariat to the session were the IPC-Session webpage, the collection of 

country progress reports and questionnaires of 21 member, 3 non-member countries, synthesis of 
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country progress reports incl. poplar and willow statistics (117 pages), abstracts of submitted papers (222 

pages), publications listed in country progress reports (196 pages), official session report (93 pages). All 

reports are available on the IPC website. 

 

Newly elected members of the Executive Committee for 2016–2020. The newly elected members met 

informally on 16 September 2016 to introduce elected members and to discuss general business. The IPC 

Secretary informed those present of the responsibilities, reporting and meeting cycles of the Executive 

Committee. Mr Martin Weih was re-elected as the IPC Chairperson and Ms Barbara Thomas was elected 

as the IPC Vice-Chairperson. No formal proposals were received to host the 26th Session of the IPC in 2020. 

Proposals were invited for submission prior to the 49th Executive Committee meeting.   

 

Read more: 

International Poplar Commission (IPC) website  

IPC 25 Session – German host country website. 13–16 September 2016, Adlershof Convention Center, 

Berlin-Schönefeld, Germany. 
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http://www.fao.org/forestry/ipc/en/
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