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MAIN DRIVERS OF HUMANITARIAN NEEDS IN THE 
HORN OF AFRICA

ÅClimate/ El Niño : Drought, flooding and
related consequences - food insecurity and
malnutrition

ÅArmed Conflict : the primary threat to the
safety and dignity of civilians in the region .
New and protracted conflicts , inter -
communal violence

- It is also the main driver of
displacement , within states and cross
border, in the region .

- E.g. upsurge in violence in South
Sudan, Somalia

ÅEconomic shocks : economic shocks
including the decline of global oil prices ,
currency devaluation and rising cost of
commodities and increasing food prices
exacerbated existing chronic vulnerabilities



HISTORIC IMPACT OF EL NIÑO IN THE REGION

ÅHistorical comparisons show that overall humanitarian needs

in the region are higher in El Niño years than non -El Niño years .

ÅHistorically El Niño had a variable impact on the region,

ranging from drought to floods

ÅSimilarly, the humanitarian impact of effects of La Niña is at

times greater, especially when it immediately follows an El

Niño

E.g. 1988 floods affected 2.5 million people

1999 drought affected 31.5 million people
2011 drought affected nearly 14 million people





THE HORN OF AFRICA
The recent El Niño phenomenon :

- regarded as  the strongest on record

- Exasperated drought resulting in m assive 

humanitarian consequences ;

Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, South Sudan,

North Somalia, parts of Sudan,

- severe on already chronically vulnerable 

population in disaster -prone areas such, 

flooding, pre -existing protracted, armed 

conflict, population displacements as well as 

refugee populations 

Generally resulted in

ĭ Food insecurity/malnutrition ð failed crops,

food prices

ĭ reduced livelihoods

ĭProtection of vulnerable people ðmoving long

distances to collect food and water



Å About 24 million people (June 2016) face  critical 

food insecurity as a result of the Drought

ÅEnhanced rainfall due to El Niño 

ĭ leading to good pasture, crop development

and replenishment of water sources and an

overall improvement in the food and nutrition

security for the last season (Oct -Dec 2015)

ÅYet excessive rains  and flooding in some places
- Loss of life, destruction of farmlands/crops,

infrastructure

- in late 2015, March ðMay 2016 - flooding in parts of

Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia and Uganda .

- Displacement - Heavy rains intensified in late April,

- affecting nearly 410,000 people, displacing 231,916

people and killing 271 people in the region



Å Triggered outbreak of

communicable diseases

including higher risk of

water/vector borne diseases ;

ÅImpact of El Niño likely to be felt
through 2016 and into 2017

ÅAbout 60 % chance that a La
Niña weather event will develop
during the fall and winter this
year (IGAD -ICPAC and global climate

partners)



RESPONSETO El Niño

ÅGovernment led

ÅIn partnership with humanitarian
partners

ÅLocal communities, private sector,
other local actors

NATUREOF RESPONSE

ÅSaving lives : distribution of food,
water and sanitation, health

ÅProvision animal feed

ÅPreparedness and mitigating
impact : technical support,
provision of seeds, farm inputs etc .

ÅProtection of civilians ðvulnerable
groups


