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IN NUMBERS  

 

4.8 million 

People severely food insecure  

(IPC Phases 3, 4 and 5, May–July 2016) 

 

>2.4 million 

People displaced by conflict ‒ nearly 15 000 in Juba alone due 

to latest violence 

 

KEY MESSAGES  

 Recent violence is expected to exacerbate already unprecedented levels of malnutrition and food insecurity in Juba and 
across South Sudan. The latest IPC projection of 4.8 million people facing severe food insecurity is anticipated to rise, with 
some areas facing hunger crises. 

 Information collection and analysis on the deteriorating food security situation is critical to inform humanitarian 
response to the latest crisis and ensure that hardest hit populations receive urgent support. Accurate and comprehensive 
data is vital to programming as the situation evolves on the ground. 

 Violence in Juba and other areas has disrupted the food supply to markets and led to new displacements. With harvest 
and preparations for second season in the ‘green belt’ due in August/September, it is critical that the situation stabilizes.  

 Despite the loss of critical supplies that were destined for vulnerable households, FAO has already identified some stocks 
to continue providing emergency livelihood kits for a rapid response campaign. 

   

MAP    

 

   

 
BACKGROUND     

Severe food insecurity is affecting some 4.8 million people – over one-third of the population – between July and August 2016, 
according to the results of the recently released IPC. However, the serious unrest that began in Juba on 7 July is expected to 
exacerbate the already extremely high levels of malnutrition and food insecurity in South Sudan. Without a return to stability that 
will allow agricultural production to continue, livestock to move normally and markets to re-open, the situation could rapidly 
become catastrophic. Under normal conditions, harvesting of the main maize and sorghum crop would begin in August and run 
through December; while the planting of a second season in the ‘green belt’ would take place by August. The country's food security 
depends on these activities taking place without impediment. A full and lasting cessation of hostilities is essential to prevent a 
deepening food crisis and allow the humanitarian community to resume its work to help the people of South Sudan feed 
themselves.  

  

INTEGRATED FOOD SECURITY PHASE CLASSIFICATION  

(May ‒ July 2016 projection) 

(May – July 2015 projection) 



 

CHALLENGES FACING FOOD AND AGRICULTURE   

The rising food insecurity and worrying levels of malnutrition coincide with the lean season, when household food reserves are at 
their lowest and dependency on markets at their highest. The most recent IPC projections before the latest events for May to 
July 2016 show food insecurity deepening and spreading to parts of the country not directly affected by conflict, highlighting the 
cumulative impact of conflict, economic downturn and climactic shocks. Prior to the latest violence, humanitarian access to affected 
populations had greatly improved in former Unity and Jonglei States – averting a catastrophe for populations at-risk of famine in 
Mayendit, Guit and Koch counties in former Unity State, where some 65 percent of the population are in IPC Phases 3 (Crisis), 
4 (Emergency) and 5 (Catastrophe).  

The latest violence displaced thousands in Juba and other parts of the country, with many fleeing to neighbouring countries. Food 
markets have once again seen their supplies disrupted and looted, particularly affecting urban populations. The ongoing economic 
crisis has particularly hit market-dependent states (such as Greater Bahr el-Ghazal region), while the disruptions of the western 
trade corridor through Western Equatoria State and the persistent violence in Wau County further reduced trade and displaced 
thousands of rural residents into Wau Town. In the past year, food prices have reached record highs, depleting household 
purchasing power across the country, while food imports have significantly reduced.  
  

FAO RESPONSE, TARGETS AND FUNDING  

During the latest violence, FAO’s warehouse in Juba was looted with critical supplies destined for vulnerable families taken. FAO is continuing 
to liaise with the Ministry of Livestock to ensure that the cold chain in Juba remains active and vaccines stored are still viable. The 
Organization is currently reviewing its stock levels, examining appropriate logistical arrangements and preparing to initiate emergency rapid 
response activities as soon as possible. The planned support to the second season production in the ‘green belt’ areas has been cancelled 
because of insecurity, movement restrictions and reduced capacities of partners and suppliers. The FAO offices in South Sudan remain 
operational but the Organization’s emergency livelihood response requires additional resources to replace looted items, prepare for the 
2017 campaign and cover the increased cost of distributions. Given the latest IPC report and acknowledging that the factors leading to the 
current food security situation remain and with increased general insecurity, it is likely that the 2017 emergency response will be greater 
than in past years. In the most volatile areas of the country, implementing partners have reduced their capacities, making it more difficult 
to reach the most vulnerable. 

2016  TARGETS (Planning figures according to December IPC)    2016 RESPONSE TO-DATE  

                   2.6 million people targeted 

(435 600 households) 

                     11 million animals to be vaccinated and treated  
                   (cattle, small ruminants, poultry and dogs) 

                          Continued rehabilitation of veterinary cold  

                          chain (52 solar direct drive [SDD] fridges to  

                         40 counties and 50 portable SDD fridges) 

                  505 718 livelihood kits being procured      

                         for distribution in 2016  

                  1.1 million people reached so far 

                       (+180 000 households) 

                 Over 3.5 million animals vaccinated to-date; 

786 328 animals treated.  

                                 490 000 livelihood kits dispatched to 

implementing partners*.  

*FAO is currently determining losses related to the recent 
violence in Juba. 

  

FUNDING   ASSESSMENTS  

FAO is in the process of revising funding needs based on losses 
due to looting of the FAO warehouse in Juba and higher 
distribution costs owing to the insecurity.  

Donors to the ongoing FAO emergency response programme in 
South Sudan:  Common Humanitarian Fund, Denmark, Norway, 
Swiss Confederation, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United Nations Central Emergency Response 
Fund and the United States of America. 

 Food security information and analysis is a priority to 
inform response to ongoing and rising food insecurity.  
In April, the South Sudan IPC Technical Working Group 
undertook the IPC analysis involving consultations with 
more than 45 members at the state and national Levels. 
Fresh household data was collected in May/June, however 
two important planned activities are on hold, namely the 
urban food and nutrition security assessment in Juba, and 
the ‘causal analysis’ in parts of the Greater Bahr el-Ghazal 
region. The next round of the IPC analysis was due to take 
place in July/August 2016.  
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